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 Well, the day finally came. It was not what everyone seemingly expected. From the beginning 

there was great consternation and conflict. All kind of interesting and intriguing events happened on the 

way to the day. Yet when the day finally came, the reverse occurred.  

 You understand what I’m talking about don’t you? We are today in Esther, chapter 9…  …You 

thought I was talking about the election, didn’t you!  Esther, chapter 9…  Yes, the connections are 

startling in some regard, but let’s focus first on the biblical story, and trust the Spirit of God to make 

appropriate and helpful application.  

 The day that finally came in the story of Esther is the execution of edict number one and edict 

number two. Edict number one was the edict that Haman had convinced the king to authorize that was 

the result of Haman’s feud with Mordecai, because of Mordecai’s refusal to pay Haman homage. Haman 

wanted all exiled Jews in Persia to be destroyed, killed, and annihilated. The king said yes; Haman 

authorized the edict with the king’s ring, and the decree went out to the dismay of the people, the 

public grief of Mordecai, and the hedonistic pleasure of the king and Haman. 

 Edict number two came about when Queen Esther learned about edict number one and 

intervened with the king on behalf of herself a Jew and her people. After hosting two dinner parties for 

the king and Haman, Esther disclosed her Jewish identity, named Haman as the wicked perp, who not 

only wanted all the Jews of Persia destroyed, but had built gallows upon which to hang Mordecai, even 

though the king had just rewarded Mordecai for uncovering a plot to assassinate him. Instead, Haman 

was hung on the gallows he had built for Mordecai.  But, edict number one to kill all the exiled Jews 

remained in force because the law of the Persian king was irrevocable.  

 So edict number two was written by Mordecai and sealed with the king’s ring, which, after 

Haman’s hanging had been given to Mordecai, the Jew. This edict number two went out across the land 

of Persia, including to all the Jews this time, authorizing them to retaliate—the Jews were allowed to 

gather and defend their lives against any who might attack them (8:11); they were to be ready on the 

day when edict number one was executed to take vengeance on their enemies (8:13).  Edict number one 

was not revoked, but edict number two authorized civil war in Persia when both edicts would play out 

on the same day, at the same time. Esther, chapter 9 begins with an announcement of the arrival of that 

day and declares that the reverse occurred: (that) the Jews gained mastery over those who hated them 

(VS1), which was totally opposite of what Haman had intended. 

 We need to remember as we described in last week’s message, that the action of Mordecai to 

authorize the Jews to defend themselves and to take vengeance on their enemies, while disturbing to 

our modern day sensibilities, must be understood in the larger context of God’s covenant-keeping to 

preserve and protect His people—in this case the Jewish people in exile in Persia. In the midst of this day 

of horrific battle, we must see that God keeps His word. God keeps His word, even when His people do 

not keep their word of covenant commitment to God.  What Mordecai authorized with the king’s ring is 

to be understood as God’s people finishing what God had commanded be done years before to preserve 

and protect His people from the Amalekites, of which Haman was a relative. The past disobedience of 

God’s people as regards how they were to deal with their enemies the Amalekites, was the reason their 

lives where now threatened.  
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 We also talked last week about how this kind of holy war as a means by which God acted to 

preserve and protect His people is now suspended in the era of Divine grace in which we live in Christ 

Jesus. Yet, we are nevertheless to be instructed by this tumultuous day in Persia, to see the unseen hand 

of God reverse what everyone was expecting would happen, as God undertook to keep His promise and 

protect His people.   

 The battle was nasty. The casualties were great. However, no one saw the outcome as it 

occurred. No one could stand against the Jews, for the fear of them had fallen on all peoples. Officials 

sided with the Jewish people for fear of Mordecai had fallen on them. Hundreds were killed in Susa the 

capital; 75,000 of the enemies of God’s people were killed across Persia including the ten sons of 

Haman. After the day of battle, Esther approached the king—this time seemingly with no wait for the 

extended golden scepter—Esther approached the king and asked for a second day of battle in Susa, and 

that Haman’s ten sons already killed in war, be hung on gallows. Her request at first seems like an 

unnecessary, over-the-top, act-like-your-pagan-neighbors kind of thing.  

 Regardless of its kind, war is an awful, dreadful thing. But this was not just any war. There’s a key 

element about this war, and it’s this:  It means to convey a timeless truth, that God keeps His 

covenant-promises and will deliver His people from their enemies.  

  A couple of things in the story support this underlying truth. Three different times in the text, as 

it describes the horrifying battle—three different times we are told: but the Jews laid no hand on the 

plunder (10, 15, 16). What that means is that God’s people did not help themselves to the property and 

material possessions of their enemies in order to profit themselves.  Why?  Because this battle was not 

about the peoples’ personal gain. This battle was one they were engaged in as agents of God’s covenant-

keeping to preserve and protect His chosen people and His redemptive work.  

 (Jobes) The Jews exiled in Persia understood and were governed by the Ancient command of holy 

war against the Amalekites. One of the rules of ancient holy war was that plunder must not be taken.  

There was to be no personal profit in holy war because the destroyers were acting not on their own 

behalf but as agents of God’s wrath. (Jobes) Spoils were not taken (even though the second edict 

permitted the Jews to take plunder)—spoils were not taken because this was God’s war, for God’s 

sovereign determined purposes, as regards God’s keeping of His people, as part of God’s redeeming 

work for all humankind. Because remember, Messiah was promised to come from these particular 

Jewish people—the Savior, for all the nations. And if they were annihilated Messiah would never come. 

God will keep His covenant-promises and deliver His people from their enemies.  

 The fact that Esther asked for an additional day of battle did not mean to reveal how bloodthirsty 

and barbaric she was, but that she was driven by some unseen power and reason to complete God’s 

instructions that her ancestors had failed to complete. The text does not tell us Esther’s specific 

motivations one way or the other, but her actions as God’s instrument were not going to be incomplete 

this time. How bold Esther had become since she had been taken for a night with the king, to be 

eventually selected as his queen, to be in the palace of the Persian king, in the land where God’s people 

were in exile.  
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 As the two day battle came to a close the scripture text describes the outcome like this: the Jews 

rested (18); the Jews got relief from their enemies (22)—the month had turned for them from sorrow into 

gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, 

days for sending gifts of food to one another and gifts to the poor (23). What a profound reversal of 

events! Not described in human terms of victory and triumph, but in spiritual terms of deliverance, rest, 

gladness, and service. This was far more than a civil war.  When it was all said and done, Mordecai and 

Esther issued a command for these events to be annually remembered and celebrated. Purim would be 

observed at the time appointed every year when God turned individuals and a plot to destroy His people 

into an occasion of their deliverance and peace.  

 As one (Jobes) person so fittingly summarized, “there was nothing noble or admirable about the 

way this reversal of fortune occurred,” yet, God kept His word to deliver His people. As we noted before, 

throughout the book of Esther, there’s no mention of God. Nowhere is it clearly said that God 

commanded this, or God did that, or God caused this to happen or not happen. The nastiness of 

people’s motives and actions are so obvious throughout this story. But in spite of all of that, there are far 

too many instances including the outcome of this battle and the transformation people involved, to say 

that these things “just happened” as they did. Everywhere and even in the darker moments of the 

personalities and events in this story is God and the working of God’s saving purpose and plan. Jobes – 

This episode in Israel’s history in Persia is not one of impeccable morality and exemplary spiritual 

character.  Even so, God’s promise could not be frustrated.  

 Beloved, this is at the center of God’s character and saving work: that God’s promise cannot be 

frustrated. God’s will and purpose come to pass, even as people and processes and plans and politics 

unfold.   

 And why is that?  Why will God’s promise not be ultimately frustrated? Is it because God’s people 

have gotten better at holy war?  No it most certainly is not! Jobes - No human is worthy to wage true 

war in God’s name. All along (the way of human history) “God’s strategy against sin and evil was 

awaiting the perfect warrior, who could execute divine justice with clean hands and a pure heart.  His 

name is Jesus.” Beloved, God’s covenant promise to preserve and protect His people will not be 

ultimately frustrated, not then, not now, not ever, because God provided the ultimate warrior for our 

deliverance from sin and all of its enemies in Jesus the Christ. 

 So, whatever the enemy of sin and evil you face, whatever or whomever seeks to undo you, 

frustrate your following and serving Jesus, distract you, the church, from the mission to which God has 

called, saved, and sent you—whatever the enemy, look in faith to Jesus to do the battle, to engage the 

foe, and to ultimately deliver you. Understand however, that your deliverance may not be as you think it 

should. It may not look as you expect it to look.  It may not result in you being physically or materially 

well, or in the top spot. You may not in this life come out on the other side of the battle unscathed. 

Disease comes. Accidents occur. Marriages fail. Friends fight. Jobs are lost. Violence happens. Tragedy 

strikes. Presidents come, and presidents go. But God keeps covenant, and God delivers His people.  As 

the Apostle Paul put it so clearly: I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. 

Death can’t, and life can’t.  The angels can’t, and the demons can’t.  Our fears for today, our worries 
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about tomorrow, and even the powers of hell can’t keep God’s love away.  …Nothing in all creation will 

ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom 8:38-39) 

 We said it from the start, and we see it yet again in the events of chapter 9, that “Esther is a story 

about the struggle to be faithful in the midst of an increasing unfaithful culture.  It is a story of courage, 

faith, and deliverance.  It is the story of men and women working together with God who is not always 

obvious, but who IS always gracious.” (Interpretation Commentary)  All thanks be to God, and to God be 

the glory.  Amen! 


