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 Esther had skillfully and yet with great emotion, revealed to the king her knowledge of the 

wicked plot of Haman to destroy, kill, and annihilate all exiled Jews in Persia. The king himself was 

complicit in authorizing this genocide, but Esther did not attack him. She capably conveyed to the king 

not only Haman’s evil scheme, but that her life and the lives of her people would be lost when the edict 

was executed. It was Esther’s first admission to the king of her Jewish heritage. Haman did not help 

himself at all at this point, violating protocols as regards the king’s women, while he pleaded for his life, 

falling on the couch with Queen Esther just as the king returned to the dinner party. It was over for 

Haman.   

 But the mission of Esther was not over. Yes, Haman was hung, and yes, the plot of Haman against 

Mordecai was prevented. But the edict against all the Jews which Haman had manipulated the king to 

issue was still in effect. As regards all of the rulings of the king of Persia, the edict was irrevocable.  In 

approximately eight months all exiled Jews in Persia would be destroyed, killed, and annihilated, 

including Esther and Mordecai. That Esther had just received from the king the estate of the deceased 

Haman meant nothing to the end of sparing her life. That Mordecai had just received from the king the 

signet ring that Haman once wore meant nothing to the end of sparing his life. That Esther had just set 

Mordecai over the house of Haman meant nothing to the end of sparing her and Mordecai’s lives. Their 

death sentence and the same for all God’s people in exile in Persia stood firm.  

 Then Esther spoke again to the king. Esther was again in the court of the king, to plead with him 

to avert Haman’s plan, to plead against a death sentence.  Would she be granted entry again? When the 

king held out the golden scepter to Esther, Esther rose and stood before the king.  

 How is your courage and persistence under threat as regards things that really matter? You have 

to admire and even marvel at Esther. This woman, at the beginning of this story had essentially blended 

into the environment of the Persian palace, giving little to no evidence of her being one of God’s chosen 

people. There was no mention of how if at all she even bothered to uphold the traditions and 

distinctions that characterized God’s chosen people. It seemed Esther had been in all ways assimilated 

into the pagan culture and way of life.  

 But, ever since Mordecai challenged her, that perhaps she was in the palace “for such a time as 

this;” ever since the time of fasting when she chose to identify with God’s people and approach the king 

on their behalf—ever since then she was a different woman. She was passionately engaged in the 

defense of her people. She was discerning, wise, and courageous. It seemed power and authority had 

been granted her the likes of which even King Xerxes was persuaded. It seems there had been given 

Esther skill in speech and diplomacy that even court officials of Persia could not frustrate. The timid, 

tepid Queen had become a tremendous influence, and it seemed for the most part that even Esther 

didn’t realize it! She stood again before the king to request a letter be written to revoke the previous 

edict of the king. She pleaded with him as regarded the death sentence planned for her people and 

kindred.  

 The king’s response sadly revealed even more about the state of the king’s heart. He reminded 

Esther that he gave her Haman’s property, AND that he had Haman hanged on the gallows because he 

intended to lay hands on the Jews, which was not altogether true!  Haman was hanged because he had 
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fallen on the couch with Queen Esther at an inopportune time when the king walked back into the room. 

The king mentioned nothing about the edict against the Jews. What the king had done he had done for 

his own sake, not for Esther, and certainly not for the welfare of the Jews in Persia. Even under the 

pleadings of the Queen, this king could not get passed himself. “But you may write another edict,” the 

king finally said, “another edict in my name with my ring that Mordecai now wears.” 

 And that is what happened. All the king’s writers were summoned, and Mordecai counseled 

them as to the writing of another edict, not to revoke the first one, but to counter its affects. It went out 

to all the people in every province, this time including the Jews. This is what it said (VS11): that the king 

allowed the Jews who were in every city to gather and defend their lives, to destroy, to kill, to annihilate 

any armed force of any people or province that might attack them, children and women included, and to 

plunder their goods, on one day throughout the provinces, on the 13
th

 day of the 12
th

 month, which is the 

month of Adar—and that was exactly the day and month the first edict of death to the Jews was to 

occur. Mordecai, with the signature of the king’s ring had essentially authorized civil war between the 

Jews and the people of Persia.  The Jews were to be ready on that day to take vengeance on their 

enemies.  

 Do you remember what happened after the first edict had been sent throughout Persia and the 

capital of Susa? The story reported (3:15) that the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of 

Susa was thrown into confusion. Mordecai was found at the king’s gate with torn cloths, in great 

mourning, wearing sackcloth and ashes. Note: in VS15 after the second edict went out yet another 

reversal of events: Then Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal robes of blue and 

white, with a great golden crown and a robe of fine linen and purple, and the city of Susa shouted and 

rejoiced. The Jews had light and gladness and joy and honor.  And in every province and in every city, 

wherever the king’s command and his edict reached, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast 

and a holiday.  And many from the peoples of the country declared themselves Jews, for fear of the Jews 

had fallen on them.  

 Apparently the turn of events was profound. Mordecai was not temporarily fitted with royal 

clothing; it was really his because now he was the king’s main man. Mordecai now held the position and 

the authority Haman once held, including the king’s signet ring. There was not confusion in Susa, but in 

Susa and throughout the empire, there was gladness and joy among the Jews, a feast and a holiday. And 

apparently the behavior of the Jews was such that many from the general populace of Persia declared 

themselves Jews—they converted to become Jews based on the amazing reversals being witnessed, that 

something extraordinary was happening here.  Or, people converted simply wanting to get temporarily 

in on the opportunity of a good celebration.  

 As we have noted throughout this story of Esther there is always something happening behind or 

underneath the action.  Even in this chapter 8 we see the hand of God at work in extraordinary ways, 

some of which may appear to us to be potentially troubling. For example, is it okay that God’s people 

are seemingly given a green light here to rise up and “take vengeance on their enemies” as it says in 

verse 13? When we set out to study the Book of Esther, we did so for the opportunity to see not a 

mission program, but to see God’s people living out their life and participating in God’s mission in 
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difficult situations and circumstances. So, how are we to understand these events in chapter 8?  And 

what if anything do they have to do with the lives and conduct of God’s people today?  

 At first, it sounds in the writing of the second edict, as if Mordecai simply acted on the premise of 

“let’s do it to them the same way they are going to do it to us,” and of course that flies in the face of 

Jesus’ teaching about turning the other cheek, loving your enemies, and doing to others AS YOU WOULD 

HAVE THEM DO TO YOU.  So what about this?  

 It’s necessary for us to see the action of Mordecai to craft a second edict that authorized the 

Jews to defend themselves, in the larger context of God’s covenant with his people of old. It is important 

to remember that when God called Abraham and chose him and his offspring to be the people through 

whom God would reveal himself and His will and ways throughout the earth, that God’s promise 

included these words:  God told Abraham, I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I 

will curse, and in you all the families of earth shall be blessed (Gen. 12:3). So throughout the history of 

God’s promise and covenant-keeping for the sake of His people, God acted in extraordinary and 

sometimes violent ways to defend and protect His people. What we read of war and destruction and 

killing as God acted to preserve His covenant people may be troubling to our minds and hearts. And 

further, we need to realize that God’s covenant-keeping was not only exercised against non-Israelites. 

God also strictly judged his own people when they failed to honor Him, keep His commandments, and 

follow his statutes. Esther and Mordecai were among the Jews in Persia, who were there in exile, the 

result of God’s covenant-keeping to judge and correct His people for their sin against Him and His 

holiness. 

 You will remember that earlier in our study of the Book of Esther, when Haman first came on the 

scene that the author introduced Haman as the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha (3:1). In doing this the 

author connected Haman and the feud that developed with Mordecai and the edict issued for the 

destruction, killing, and annihilation of all the Jews in Persia—the author connected the feud and the 

edict with an ancient story involving God’s people and Agag, the king of the Amalikites. The Amalikites 

threatened the lives of God’s people at the time of the Exodus, and ever since that time God had judged 

their destruction—their elimination. King Saul had an opportunity to execute God’s judgement against 

the Amalikites, and failed.  He disobediently left king Agag live. So essentially, when Mordecai wrote a 

second edict giving the Jews authority to defend themselves against Haman’s original edict, Mordecai 

was acting as God’s agent (perhaps unknowingly so), but nonetheless acting as God’s agent to defend 

God’s people—to keep God’s covenant-keeping promise to have and preserve a chosen people. Duguid 

– Mordecai was now to finish what his ancient kinsman Saul had left incomplete. I think the fact that 

again in chapter 8 Haman is referred to as the Agagite means to have the readers see these events in the 

larger context of God’s incredible covenant-keeping on behalf of his people, even hundreds of years 

after Abraham.  

 So please see and rejoice in the fact that God keeps His word. God did not renege on his promise 

to care for and preserve Abraham and his descendants. Even when they were in exile—even when they 

had turned away from Him and His commands, God, sometimes in unrecognizable ways, like the 

sleepless night of the king, was nonetheless vigilant and true to His word to bless those who blessed and 
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to curse those who cursed Abraham’s descendants. So see in what may be shocking to our sensibilities 

today—see nonetheless that God keeps His word and rejoice.   

 But see also that God keeps his word and tremble.  We are going to consider in a moment that 

God does not currently execute His covenant–keeping as He once did, but please do not conclude that it 

is because God has changed—that God’s nature is not the same today. As one person bluntly and 

poignantly put it, while we have abandoned holy war in its OT form because we live in a different era of 

redemption history, yet, God’s nature has not changed. His edict of death still hangs against rebellious 

sinners. (Duguid) See in the story of Esther that God still keeps His word; rejoice and tremble.  

 So, to our day… Does the story of Esther and the fact that we are still God’s covenant people and 

that God is still the covenant-keeping God mean that we can have at it, as we wish, with our enemies? 

Not exactly. Yes, we are still God’s covenant people.  We the church stand in a line of God determining 

to have a people, through whom He sovereignly determines to work His salvation and to get the good 

news about that salvation out to the ends of the earth.  And yes, God is most certainly still the same 

covenant-keeping God, who judges sin and disobedience, and is still working to bring to completion the 

in-breaking and establishing of His kingdom. 

 But here’s the difference between Esther’s time and ours, and it is a critical difference:  Jesus 

came! Jesus came and died for our sin and was raised for our salvation!  Jobes – ||: “Jesus is the 

ultimate divine warrior and king of Israel, who waged the final war against sin and evil on the cross on 

behalf of the people God will deliver from final destruction.”  :|| Holy war, as waged by God and God’s 

people for God, is in the past.  As one person said it, “Holy war is temporarily suspended in the era of 

grace.” (Duguid) We now must look at and treat our enemies and all of those people, groups, nations, 

and things that oppose God and His kingdom—we must look at and treat them and the wickedness they 

perform through the cross of Jesus. For on that cross, once and for all, Jesus reversed the edict of death 

that hangs over all people. There is nothing else to be accomplished to bring them around or to make 

the situation right.  There is no other way that hearts and minds of people—rebellious, sinful, evil, and 

wicked people, are or will be changed. What can wash away my sin?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus! 

 If we conclude, as we should, that the pleading of Esther was marvelous, beloved, there is 

nothing and no one to match the pleading of the Savior Jesus, who still intercedes before the throne of 

God perfectly and unceasingly today.  Every single human being because of sin stands under the 

irrevocable edict of death. But hallelujah and thanks be to God, Jesus reversed that edict for every soul 

who believes in Him, and nothing and no one will cancel or supersede Jesus’ great saving work.  Duguid 

– Every Sunday is a day when we celebrate the great reversal of our eternal fate.  No other edict can be 

issued to countermand it. Thank you God and to God be the glory! Amen.  

 

 


