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 Have you ever set out to do something, and the complete opposite happened? Have you ever 

planned for things to go one way and they go another? Perhaps you have gone to a friend to extend 

forgiveness and healing, only to have it refused or turn into an argument. In my former church we had 

been going along with growth in the church and expansion of our facilities, only to have formal plans 

defeated at a congregational meeting, and the growth stopped and the building plans went away. 

Perhaps there were marriage plans that stopped, retirement plans that went awry, a sure job offer or 

promotion that never came to be.  To some extent the Protestant Reformation that we remember and 

observe today is such an event. Martin Luther via his 95 thesis set out to reform the church from within, 

but what ultimately transpired divided the church. As we continue this morning in our study of the Book 

of Esther, we encounter several reversals—events heading one way that turned out to be the other.  

 As we ended CH6 last Sunday, Haman had just finished parading Mordecai around town dressed 

in the king’s robe, riding on the king’s horse, and shouting adulations over Mordecai. These were the 

actions that had been determined to be the long, overdue, and a fitting reward for Mordecai, who had 

uncovered a plot to kill the king. Haman, the king’s right hand man, was devastated to lead this parade 

and pronounce this adulation of Mordecai because he had planned for his death. Haman had built an 

over-sized gallows upon which he intended Mordecai to be hung—all the outcome of a personal feud he 

had with Mordecai.   

 When the ride around town was finished, Haman was miserable, sulking in embarrassment, filled 

with rage. In addition Haman’s wife and friends began to predict his continuing downfall. As Haman 

sulked he was whisked off to the second feast Queen Esther had invited him and the king to attend. 

 This second feast lasted into a second day, when with the wine flowing, the King again invited 

Esther to disclose her wish and request that were understood to be the motivation for these dinner 

parties. VS2: What is your wish, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you.  And what is your request? Even 

to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled. 

 Note the king’s use of formal address of Queen Esther.  It is now the third time the king has 

asked Esther for what she wanted, and thankfully the king still seemed willing to be generous. At this 

point Haman is just there. The text tells us nothing about him, although you have to think that his head 

was reeling from the previous day’s events. At VS3 we finally hear Esther’s request, toward which the 

story has been building: If I have found favor in your sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be 

granted me for my wish, and my people for my request.  For we have been sold, I and my people, to be 

destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I 

would have been silent, for our affliction is not to be compared with the loss to the king. 

 Esther detailed her “wish” and her “request” just as the king had asked.  She used his words – my 

life is my wish, my people my request. Esther finally admitted her identity with a people, even though 

she did not say specifically what people. But, in this way she connected herself to the edict the king had 

issued for the Jews in exile in Persia to be “destroyed, killed, and annihilated.”  Esther used those exact 

words from the king’s edict, which clearly conveyed her knowledge of it.  

 But notice that she did not specifically go after the king for his part in all of it; she acknowledged 

the 10,000 talent bribe and conveyed the matter in a way that emphasized the potential personal loss to 
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the king.  She said it in a way the king could hear it. For a woman who had been hiding away, seemingly 

ignorant to the dictates of the pagan culture and a maniacal king, Esther had stepped up bigtime.  She 

nailed this confrontation without being combative.  

 There’s no way of knowing exactly what was going on in the king’s mind as he had to be thinking 

about his complicity in what Esther was saying. After all, the order to destroy, kill and annihilate the Jews 

had come from him, and had been sealed with his ring, even though the proposal had come from 

Haman.  Whatever was rolling around in the king’s mind, the king responded with what has been 

described as sharp and staccato-like language in the Hebrew text—the king proceeded in an agitated 

way to ask Esther for a name.  VS5: Who is he, and where is he, who has dared to do this? And Esther 

said, “A foe and enemy! This wicked Haman!’ Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. 

 How cunningly Esther made the revelation, not with a finger pointing toward Haman. Rather, 

Esther identified the culprit in a way that the king’s personal concern was addressed—“a foe and 

enemy.” No king wants such a threat to himself or to the empire.  

 The king immediately arose in his wrath (that doesn’t sound good), left the party, walking outside 

into a palace garden. VS7: Haman stayed to beg for his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that harm was 

determined against him by the king. So…, what was the king doing in the garden? Getting a little fresh 

air? Cooling off? Guzzling his drink? Wishing he’d said no to the queen’s invitation? Rethinking his 

generous offer of even to the half of his kingdom? 

 The scripture text does not tell us, but you would think that the king was out there trying to 

figure out what to do. I mean the edict was his.  And by Persian law it was irreversible. The king was 

complicit in all of this. Esther had thrown him a soft ball, but there seems to be no good way to get out 

of this. Is it time for another new queen? 

 In the meantime, as the king stewed in the garden, Haman was pleading with Esther—the text 

says Haman stayed to beg for his life from Queen Esther. Understand how incredible this scene is: here 

was Haman, having schemed so intensely for the demise of all the Jews in Persia, the result of his 

personal feud with Mordecai, realizing his manipulation of the king to accomplish this personal 

vendetta, now finds himself begging a Jewish woman for his life. So desperate was Haman’s situation 

and frantic his pleading, that just as the king entered back again into this little dinner party, Haman, the 

text says, was falling on the couch where Esther was. Not good! 

 You can imagine what this looked like to an egotistical king who bordered on paranoia as regards 

most of what he thought and did. Well, this scene of Haman on the couch, in the palace, with the 

Queen—well, it essentially provided the king his out. Jobes – “Harem protocol dictated that no one else 

but the king could be left alone with a woman of the harem.  Haman should have left the queen’s 

presence when the king walked out into the garden.  Even in the presence of others, a man was not to 

approach a woman of the king’s harem within seven steps.  That Haman should fall on the couch where 

Queen Esther sat was unthinkable.” 

 Well, when the king gave the word and Haman’s face was covered, Haman’s schemes and life 

were over! Again, as we have noted all the little things that “just happened” in this story that altogether 

make the sovereign orchestrating hand of God so apparent—in that moment one of the king’s servants 
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said, Moreover, the gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, is 

standing at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high. And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged 

Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai.  Then the wrath of the king abated. 

 How interesting that the servant brought Mordecai and Haman’s plans to kill him into that 

moment, raising perhaps in the king’s mind a possible connection of Haman to the earlier plot to 

assassinate the king. This was the first instance of the king’s knowledge of Haman’s plan to hang 

Mordecai on the gallows. And for the first time in this story the king made a decision without the input 

of any advisor: Hang Haman on those gallows.   

 You should understand that being hung on Persian gallows is not being hung on a wooden frame 

with a rope around the neck.  Being hung on Persian gallows is the body being impaled on a wooden 

stake, in this instance one that was 75ft. high.  

 ||What an extraordinary reversal of events! Not 24 hours earlier, Haman had arrived early to the 

king’s palace thinking he was going to convince the king to side with him in his plan to hang Mordecai on 

the gallows Haman had built. This over-sized gallows made a strong public statement about Haman, and 

his ego, and the wicked intensity of his evil, not only against Mordecai, but against all God’s people.  

HOWEVER, the sleepless of the king one night, and a mysteriously emboldened Queen, led to an 

amazing reversal of the wicked plot of Haman and his evil plan to execute Mordecai.  

 How deceptive evil is! How easily sin deceives us with the notion that others may be caught but 

not me… Haman was certainly so deceived! Jobes – “The suddenness of Haman’s death and his inability 

to prevent it is unnerving.  One day he was on top of the world, with all the wealth and power that 

attends high political rank.  He could boast to family and friends about his position and favor with the 

king and queen.  The very next day, he is executed in disgrace.  Overnight the tables have turned for 

Haman and he did not seeing it coming.”  

 Beloved, we need to know that whether it is bad things turned to good, or good things turned to 

be not-so-good—we need to know that God the Almighty reigns.  God’s deliverance of His people—

manifested so far in this story in the remarkable transformation of Esther and the rescue of Mordecai, 

turning on a little thing like the king’s sleeplessness—God’s deliverance of His people, and God’s 

destruction of evil—manifested so far in this story in a great reversal of Haman ending up on the gallows 

he had built for Mordecai—both God’s deliverance AND God’s destruction are by God’s sovereign 

providence, two sides of the same coin. 

 Duguid - “In this chapter, we see the interplay between human responsibility and (God’s) 

sovereignty.  Esther’s plan was a necessary part of the process to bring Haman to justice, a plan that 

required a combination of subtlety, boldness, and strength to carry it through.  Yet Esther’s plan by itself 

was not what turned around the fortunes of God’s people. It turned on the king’s sleeplessness that had 

nothing to do with Esther or Mordecai, but instead was a seemingly insignificant detail in which the 

hidden hand of God’s providence may be discerned… Isn’t that often how it is in life?... God’s sovereign 

act is the turning point, but God works through the faithful efforts of his people, just as much as through 

remarkable providences.” (p. 91) 
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 God is still sovereignly working today.  And the faithful efforts of God’s people are still part of 

God’s working today. It is both and not one or the other that are so significant in living the Christian life 

and serving God’s mission.  And because of this you and I have a great hope. We have a great hope by 

faith in the promise-keeping God—the God, who ever since Abraham and now through His Church has 

had a people who He has promised to protect, and keep, and bring to the last day. Even when we get 

the balance between “letting God be God” and “making personal effort” wrong, God will keep His 

promise and accomplish His holy will. Human failure or faithlessness will not cancel or invalidate God’s 

promise-keeping to His people—to His Church.  

 If you don’t believe that, consider the gallows that stood on a hill called Calvary where God’s only 

Son Jesus was impaled. Jesus took your place and hung there to death for you, so that you would never 

have to succumb to the ultimate penalty for your sin and failure. On that cross God executed the 

greatest reversal for all who believe in Jesus. God’s awful wrath against you and your sin was satisfied in 

the death and resurrection of Jesus. Jesus, who knew no sin, was made to be sin for you, so that in Jesus 

you might become the righteousness of God. (2 Cor 5:21) Put your faith, keep putting your faith, in the 

Savior Jesus who died and was raised to life for you to live and enjoy God’s promise-keeping, now and 

forever.  Amen and Amen.  


