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 Who in the room has ever had difficulty sleeping? Hopefully it is not a recurring problem, but 

probably most people at some time or another have a hard time sleeping. Often it’s because something 

occupies the mind, and the mind won’t turn off, so you spend the night worrying, or trying to finish a project, 

or resolve some issue, or determine how to say or do some particularly difficult. Or, maybe it’s nothing; you 

just can’t sleep. And it’s awful, you flop and turn, stare at the ceiling, stare at the clock.  Maybe you even get 

up and read, or watch television—anything to bring on desired and needed sleep.  

 As we continue in the story of Esther, at the beginning of chapter 6 we learn that the King of Persia 

had such a sleepless night. It happened the night after Haman, the king’s right hand man, had determined to 

build gallows and immediately hang Mordecai the Jew, who worked at the king’s gate but never showed 

respect or homage to Haman. The king knew nothing about Haman’s feud with Mordecai, or of his plans to 

build a gallows and request the king to authorize Mordecai’s death. So seemingly, there was nothing 

particular that was keeping the king awake on this night before Haman’s request for Mordecai’s death. The 

king just couldn’t sleep. 

 Apparently among the king’s possible remedies for sleeplessness was to have someone read to him 

from the book of memorable deeds, the chronicles—the official record of Persian kings. So as the king was 

trying to get to sleep a servant got this book and began to read to the king—it must have been like reading an 

encyclopedia. The particular section of the record of the kings that the servant happened to choose to read 

was from five years prior when Mordecai had discovered and reported a plot to assassinate the king.  We 

learned about that in chapter 2 of the Book of Esther: Mordecai, while working at the king’s gate in some 

administrative/government position, learned about two men plotting the death of the king. Mordecai 

reported it to Queen Esther, who told the king, who found the would-be assassins, and executed them. 

 Now, Persian kings were known for rewarding those who showed such loyalty.  These rewards 

fostered the safety of the king. However, nothing was ever done for Mordecai.  No reward, no recognition, 

nothing. As the king listened to the record being read like a sleep tonic, all of a sudden he became aware of 

this oversight regarding Mordecai. Immediately, a sleepless night became a working night.  The king got up 

and proceeded to ask “who is in the court?” because after all, as we have noted throughout this story, this 

king was not inclined to make any decisions without the counsel of the king’s men. As you remember he 

dumped Queen Vashti only after the recommendation of his counsel.  Esther was taken and brought to him 

only after the scheming of his counsel. The king made an edict to kill all the Jews only upon the insistence and 

bribe of Haman, who never really told the king it was the Jews who were to be killed or that this act was 

motivated by Haman’s personal beef with Mordecai. This king generally decided and did very little on his own 

initiative.  

 Well, it just so happened, that on a night when the king happened to not sleep, and happened to 

learn of the oversight of Mordecai from a section of the chronicles that just happened to be read to him, 

even though it was about something five years prior—it just so happened, as the king was now out of bed 

and roaming about the king’s court, that Haman also just happened to be there. Haman was up all night as 

well, building the gallows upon which he intended Mordecai to be hung. Haman just happened to be in the 
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court because he had come early to see the king first thing in order to convince the king to order the hanging 

of Mordecai.  

 Haman was granted entry by the king at this early, pre-dawn hour, but it’s the king who just happened 

to speak first. What should be done, Haman, to the man whom the king delights to honor? 

 If by this time in the story you have not yet come to understand the size of Haman’s ego, you get 

another look at it in this little episode. Haman thought the king was talking about him.  Haman thought the 

king wanted to honor him. Haman thought to himself, Whom would the king delight to honor more than me? 

Notice also that in a similar way that Haman never clearly told the king that it was specifically the Jews he 

wanted to eliminate, so also did the king not specifically tell Haman it was Mordecai, the Jew, who he wanted 

to honor.  

 Well, Haman answered the king’s question, but he answered according to his greatest personal 

dream—to be in every way treated and regarded like a king. VS7 – from the NLT: If the king wishes to honor 

someone, he should bring out one of the king’s royal robes, as well as the king’s own horse with a royal 

emblem on its head.  Instruct one of the king’s most noble princes to dress the man in the king’s robe and to 

lead him through the city square on the king’s horse.  Have the prince shout as they go, ‘This is what happens 

to those the king wishes to honor!’” In other words, do everything for this person to give him every 

appearance of being the king, even though he’s not really the king:  dress him in king’s clothing; ride him 

around on the king’s horse, with the king’s emblem. And shout over him great expressions of king-like honor. 

Public status, respect, and regard were everything for Haman! I wonder if Haman was dreaming and saying all 

of this as he was also imagining  Mordecai impelled on the gallows he had just built. 

 Well, whatever bubble of self-induced pleasure and prestige Haman was imagining burst bigtime 

when the king responded to what Haman had outlined: Excellent! Hurry and get the robe and my horse, and 

do just as you have said for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the gate of the palace.  Do not fail to carry out 

everything you have suggested. O my, can you imagine the thud of Haman’s ego! 

 Now perhaps you are thinking, but why would the king honor a man who as a Jew the king had 

already condemned by his edict to die? Well, perhaps it didn’t matter to the king.  Or, perhaps it was more 

about preserving the king’s reputation so it would not be known for all of history that he had failed to honor 

someone who had acted to preserve his life.  Or, remember the king approved the edict ordering the death 

of all Jews without knowing that it was particularly the Jews who Haman wanted killed because of Mordecai’s 

refusal to pay Haman homage. Obviously an ongoing dysfunction and poor communication of leadership 

frequently showed up in this story.  

 Well, with his ego crushed and the gallows built and waiting, Haman did everything that he had 

outlined, that the king had accepted and ordered be done to honor Mordecai. It was five years after the fact, 

but could the timing have been any more opportune! The Jews had been sentenced to die.  Haman had built 

a gallows for an immediate execution of Mordecai. Queen Esther was in the middle of a plan to tell the king 

about Haman’s self-serving scheme that would eliminate all Jews including her. The king discovered a serious 

oversight all because he couldn’t sleep after listening to the reading of an event from five years prior. And all 

of this just sort of happened, right?! 
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 After being paraded around Susa dressed in the king’s robe and sitting on the king’s horse, with 

Haman publically shouting words of adulation about Mordecai, Mordecai returned to his regular place of 

employment at the king’s gate. Imagine that first day back to work! Haman went home with his head 

covered. Talk about the most embarrassing day of your life—it was one of those everything-that-could-go-

wrong-did-go-wrong-day for Haman. And as a super structure of gallows stood nearby, Haman heard his 

family and friends begin to turn on him. Zeresh his wife said, If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to 

fall, is of the Jewish people, you will not overcome him but will surely fall before him. Wow.  It would seem 

that even Haman’s family and friends had come to realize that there were far too many things going on to 

have “just happened.” “Something much larger is happening here, and Haman, you are in no place to fight it 

and win.”  

 We can only imagine how Haman’s head was spinning with all that had just transpired in the previous 

24 hours.  But even that didn’t last long before one of the king’s servants arrived to take Haman to the 

second dinner engagement with Queen Esther and the king. Haman was so looking forward to that… or was 

he? 

 Beloved, how many “it just happened” have to occur before we realize the over-arching, over-ruling 

presence, power, and working of God! Do we think God inattentive and disengaged unless something big and 

significant occurs? Or, should we realize that even in the seemingly insignificant little things, like 

sleeplessness, that God is always and in every way exercising dominion and rule for His glory and our good! 

For he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to 

the end.  He delivers and rescues; he works signs and wonders in heaven and on earth… (Daniel 6:26-27) 

 In the story of Esther think again not only of the king’s sleeplessness, but see the hand of God in so 

many things. As one person so wonderfully and correctly said: “God delivered an entire race of people in 

Persia because the king had a sleepless night, because a man would not bow to his superior, because a 

woman found herself taken to the bedroom of a ruthless man for a night of pleasure.  How inscrutable are 

the ways of the Lord!” (Jobes)  Indeed they are, when we see them and when we don’t, when they are major 

and when they are minor! 

 So beloved, do not grow weary or discouraged. Do not be anxious, or afraid. Do not sit on the 

sidelines of life and work and relationships because you think everything and everyone is in such wicked and 

impossible-to-change straits. As one person noted: while it is apparent in the story of Esther that “things 

were getting worse every minute and the darkness was deepening, God refuses to be written out of the 

script.  Between the lines and behind the scenes, out of focus and incognito, the Lord continued to work to 

accomplish all His holy will.” (Duguid) And beloved, so also is the Lord God working today!   

 Question is: Are we/are you quick to see God’s hand, or slow to believe? That is such an important 

question. Yes, God is at work, but are you looking for God, trusting God?  Are you living and serving, working 

and relating in a manner that pleases God and extends God’s mission in the part of the word where you are? 

You must.  I must.  We must.  Our obedience is a necessary part of God’s wonderful, mysterious, and at 

times, unseen work.  
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 “God will accomplish his purposes, often slowly and imperceptibly, but nonetheless certainly.” 

(Duguid) Trust this truth, and keep faithfully following Jesus. To God be the glory.  Amen.  


