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 When Christians think about the celebration of Easter, we most frequently think about the resurrection 

of Jesus. And well we should, because that was the main event. Sin, death, and the devil were defeated when 

God raised Jesus to life again! The empty grave of Jesus changed everything. Paul summarized a significant 

aspect of that change this way: If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Rom 10:9) Because Jesus lives, you too shall live by faith in 

Him. His victory is your victory, now and forever! That’s the main event of Easter.  

 But something else happened on Easter of great significance. It doesn’t always get as much mention or 

exposure, but it should. It happened the same day. Jesus came Easter evening and stood in the midst of the 

disciples who were gathered together, perhaps wondering what was next for them.   

 According to John’s Gospel, Jesus came to His disciples and greeted them saying “Peace be to you.” 

Given the disciples’ mass desertion from Jesus at His crucifixion, we probably cannot imagine their relief when 

“Peace be to you,” were the first words they heard from the resurrected Jesus. Certainly, His rebuke of them, 

or some expression of disappointment would have been appropriate.  But no, Jesus spoke peace to them.  

 Jesus then showed them evidence of marks in his hands and side that proved to them that He was 

actually the one who had hung from the cross and been pierced with a sword. Jesus was the one who had 

suffered and died, and was now raised and living just as He said He would.  

 And then Jesus did a most amazing and important thing. VS21: Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 

you. (And then He said this):  As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you. And when Jesus had said 

this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you withhold the forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”  

 On that evening of Easter Day, with those words and action Jesus initiated the extension of God’s 

mission. With those words, Jesus kept the events of Easter and all of God’s kingdom building work going and 

going and going. With those words, Jesus sent disciples—His followers, into the world to spread the message 

of His empty grave and His triumph over sin, death, and the devil. With those words: as the Father has sent 

me, even so I am sending you, Jesus employed every person believing in Him in God’s work of building God’s 

kingdom across the globe, to people of every tribe, tongue, and nation. With those words, and His breath of 

the Holy Spirit, every Christian was made a missionary—a participant in the extension of God’s mission! Jesus 

gave power and authority that God had given Him to His disciples for them to declare God’s Gospel and God’s 

judgement to the nations.  

 It’s rather staggering how people came to believe and follow Jesus. Within weeks of the death, 

resurrection, and ascension of Jesus, the number of those following Jesus had reached 3,000+ souls. It was not 

because of the charisma and creativity of the disciples. It happened because disciples went in the power and 

Spirit of the resurrected Jesus as He sent them to extend God’s mission.  

 It’s absolutely vital to understand that it is the all-authority of Jesus, demonstrated in the resurrection 

of Jesus that is behind the sending of disciples to extend God’s mission.  It is not up to you and me to muster 

up the courage to do it, or to create the mood, or excite the troops, or generate enough interest, or create the 

right program for it to happen. No. The extension of God’s mission is part of the outflow of the all-authority in 

heaven AND on earth that was given Jesus from God when God raised Jesus victorious over sin, death, and the 

devil. That’s why we extend God’s mission; that’s why and how it works! 
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 For every mission opportunity that every Christian is engage, we should always look back and see not 

the greatness of our accomplishments, but we should see the cross of Jesus and His empty tomb. It’s not our 

mission.  It’s never our mission. It’s God’s mission that every believer in Jesus has been sent to by the 

resurrected Jesus to participate in, to extend—to keep it going until Jesus comes back. We are the ones, who 

with the words of our mouths and the work of our hands are to keep extending the mission that God so loved 

the world that He gave His only Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish  but  have everlasting life. 

Whether we are building a house, feeding the hungry, or evangelizing on a street corner, we are there to 

extend God’s mission. And if we don’t know that, we probably shouldn’t be doing it. 

 Morgan – “All authority has been given Jesus. Therefore His Church is to go forth to bring the whole 

world into recognition of the place of authority which God has put Jesus, and (to bring the whole world) into 

agreement (with Jesus)…  This is a command to influence all the nations toward Jesus’ standards and Jesus’ 

ideals.” 

 Did you get that assignment? …To influence all the nations toward Jesus’ standards and Jesus’ ideals.  

Does that make you think of another reference to Jesus’ sending of His followers? It should.  It’s from the 

Gospel according to Matthew (28:16); we call it The Great Commission:  And Jesus came and said to them, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

that I have commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 

 Beloved, obeying this command to make disciples—to influence all the nations toward Jesus’ standards 

and Jesus’ ideals, explains the inclusion of the fourth “e” phrase in our Mission Statement: Extend God’s 

mission.  

 From the Great Commission, the word “go” in our English Bibles looks like a command, but it’s not. It is 

a participle, meaning to describe what each and every one of us does as we are “going” here and “going” 

there in daily life. So, by using this word in this form Jesus made clear that disciple-making is not a specialized 

ministry, to be done by certain people at certain times. Rather, extending God’s mission—making disciples is a 

particular activity commanded by Jesus to be executed by every follower of Jesus, going along the way of life. 

Extending God’s mission is to happen every day, any time, everywhere.   

 And the “therefore” makes clear the fact that this going, which eventually includes baptizing and 

teaching, are all outcomes of the all-authority given Jesus when God the Father raised Jesus victorious over 

sin, death, and the Devil, which Jesus then gave to His followers when He sent them.  Michael Green – 

“Disciples go and proclaim only because of the resurrection.  As a matter of fact, it should be impossible for 

believers to refrain from mission because of the resurrection of Jesus… The resurrection of Jesus is the 

springboard for mission. The resurrection of Jesus is the key to eternal life and the new community of the 

church… The Great Commission is the response to meeting the risen Jesus.  It is not until the disciples have 

personally met with the risen Jesus that they are consumed with a passion to go and tell others.” 

 Now, both the participle “going” and the imperative “disciple” are plural. Which means, while this 

outreach, evangelistic, and mission activity is to be done by each Christian, it is particularly the activity Jesus 

commanded the Church to do together. The Body of Christ, the Church is to be engaged in this main thing of 

disciple-making—making all kinds of people, of all nations, life-followers and life-learners of Jesus. 
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 Note that Jesus did not send them saying: “Go and make converts.”  Jesus did not say “Go and make 

church members,” or even “Go and make Presbyterians.” Jesus commanded, “Go and make disciples.”  I like 

the way that Pastor John MacArthur explains it: “While there is certainly an evangelistic aspect to Christ’s 

command (inviting people to trust Jesus for salvation), Jesus’ instructions go beyond just spreading the Gospel.  

The verb “make disciples” is beautifully complex, carrying more meaning than simply accumulating converts.  

To “make disciples” communicates the idea of a learning believer—someone who is growing in his/her faith 

and love for the Lord… It is the difference between a one-time profession of faith and a lifetime of spiritual 

growth and increasing godliness… The purpose of the church is to make learning believers—men and women 

whose lives reflect a deep (and ongoing) commitment to and love for the Lord, His Word, and His people.”  

 Making disciples/ extending God’s mission means a long relationship with people.  It means more than 

“are you saved?” It is more than getting a “decision for Jesus.”  

 As one person observed, consider how Jesus made disciples: three years of teaching twelve men on 

dusty roads. Most of Jesus’ disciple-making was as He was going here and there in the course of his earthly 

life. (Godwin Sathianathan of The Gospel Coalition) – “Disciple-making is the Word of God shaping men and 

women within life-on-life relationships… Jesus did not have in mind a few maverick disciple-makers here or 

there.  Jesus had in mind a community of believers who, together and under the authority of the local church, 

seek to transfer the faith to the next generation.”  

 Beloved, extending God’s mission is you and me looking for and making life-on-life relationships, in 

order to speak of Jesus and live for Jesus, in order to influence all kinds of people in all kinds of places toward 

Jesus’ standards and Jesus’ ideals. Our task is not to produce outcomes; our task is to obey the sending of 

Jesus.  We are to go and live out the Gospel in the world in the knowledge that the all-authority of Jesus and 

the power of the Spirit has been given us to do so, as feeble and as halting as those activities may be from 

time to time. We are to live out the Gospel in the course of our everyday going here and there. Because of the 

resurrection of Jesus, it should be impossible for believers to refrain from doing this. Ours is not to determine 

the results; Ours is to obey Jesus’ last command: Go and make disciples… 

 In conclusion of this series of sermons about our new mission statement, you need to know that this 

statement not only summarizes our purpose, but it also summarizes our process—it outlines what we intend 

happens to people who come to know and follow Jesus here at Oreland EPC.  We desire to see believers in 

Jesus become faithful worshippers of God—to exalt God in their individual and corporate life, thereby fulfilling 

life’s true purpose. And then, we desire those believers to learn the faith through study of the Scripture so 

they are able to explain the faith and defend it in everyday life. And then, at OEPC, the believer and follower 

of Jesus will never mature alone in the faith, but will regularly meet with other believers to experience life 

together—to have fellowship, to build relationships, to care for and serve each other and all others in their 

neighborhoods. And then, OEPC members will finally serve to extend God’s mission, down the street and to 

the ends of the earth, doing acts of mission and evangelism, making new disciples of Jesus, who will then 

come to exalt God, explain the faith, experience life together and extend God’s mission, and on and on and 

on.. Hopefully and prayerfully, more people will come to know Jesus AND participate in ALL of these aspects of 

being the Lord’s Church.   
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 Beloved, in case you haven’t noticed, the nations are now in our neighborhoods. People of all race and 

creed and tongue live down the street or around the corner, not just across the ocean. The Church needs to 

learn anew how to speak to them—to work with and live among them for Jesus. The day is past when they will 

come to the Church. Jesus sent His Church to them.  Whether it’s helping to build an orphanage in Nigeria, or 

rebuilding a house for single moms and children in Glenside; Whether it’s preparing a meal once a month for 

seniors in our church fellowship hall, or for the homeless in surrounding neighborhoods; Whether it’s 

providing a place to conduct a preschool in our buildings, or a week of VBS with neighborhood children; 

Whether it’s Thanksgiving Day breakfast at church, or giving food to the local food pantry… Jesus sent 

followers as God sent Him, to extend God’s mission. We have been blessed and empowered by the breath of 

the Lord to be in the world—in our neighborhoods and to the ends of the earth, not just with our dollars but 

with our words and our hands, letting the whole world know that the Lord God Almighty reigns, that God is 

not willing that any should perish, but in Jesus Christ come to repentance and life.  Christian, you have been 

sent to be a participant in God’s mission.  He called you, saved you, equips you and sends you to do so in 

Christ Jesus.  

 The congregation of the Oreland Evangelical Presbyterian Church exists and serves Jesus, to exalt God, 

explain the faith, experience life together in our neighborhoods, and extend God’s mission.  God help us; and to 

God be the glory!  Amen.   


