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 We think that our daughter Molly was about 5 years old, when we overheard her and Amanda—a 

friend of the same age, talking about “the blood of Jesus.”  Where in the world did that come from at age 5? 

Well, we had communion that day at church. Both Kathy and Marsha made a practice of praying with Molly 

and Amanda before taking communion. In other words, there was a little “pew catechism” going on—moms 

were teaching—explaining the faith as regards the Lord’s Supper. Who knows, that when we overheard them 

talking about “the blood of Jesus” perhaps the Lord’s Supper was being observed that day among their dolls.  

 One day of Vacation Bible School last week I was invited into the third grade classroom to answer a 

question: How are we sons and daughters of God if Jesus was God’s only Son? Those third graders were 

thinking about the faith. Within 15 minutes of that conversation I was having another one by the playground 

with one of our college-age members about denominations, the Westminster Confession of Faith, and 

seminary. He was thinking about the faith too! Every day, throughout all of VBS, we had marvelous 

opportunities to explain the faith—and O, what wonderful blessings we shared about Noah standing for God, 

obeying God, trusting God, thanking God and fearing God!   

 I am not sure any life-question has ever been as startling as the one I was asked by an unknown 

person who was sitting in their car in the church parking lot midday on Thanksgiving Day several years ago. I 

had seen the car parked for some time, so I made my way from the house to the parking lot to investigate. 

When I said excuse me, and asked “could I help you,” the response was “yes, if you can tell me why I 

shouldn’t take my life.”  I was late for dinner that day because of the life and faith-conversation that 

followed… 

 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, Paul wrote, teaching and admonishing one another…  

Perhaps you have never thought about it all that much, but you Christian, and you and you, are to be ready to 

do this. According to Paul’s instruction from this letter to early Christians in the Church in Colossae, teaching 

and admonishing is a mutual work Christians are to do. Yes, there are those with a particular calling to be 

preachers and teachers, but according to God’s word there is also a sense in which Christians are mutually 

responsible to do what is the second point of our new mission statement: EXPLAIN the Faith.  

 Let’s read the statement together: (In the bulletin) The congregation of the Oreland Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church exists and serves Jesus, to Exalt God, Explain the Faith, Experience life together in our 

neighborhoods, and Extend God’s mission. 

 EXPLAIN the Faith. Are you ready to explain to five year olds about “the blood of Jesus”? Are you 

ready to explain to third graders what the difference is between Jesus, the only Son of God, and you and me 

being sons and daughters of God? Are you ready to explain the significance of the creeds we confess and the 

particular denomination of the Lord’s Church to which we belong? Are you ready to explain why we should 

keep living?  

 Paul made it rather clear in the first text we read from Colossians1, at VS28, what is to be our basic 

teaching. Paul rather pointedly said: Christ we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all 

wisdom… So, the subject is particularly Jesus; the audience is universal.  The manner is with wisdom; and 

the aim is mature followers of Jesus.  So Christian, are you doing this? How are we/OEPC doing this?  
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 Think about your friends, your neighbors, work colleagues, college roommates.  The subject is 

particularly Jesus; the audience is anyone and everyone.  The manner is with wisdom, and the aim is mature 

followers of Jesus.  Are you having gospel conversations with anyone and everyone? Are you doing it wisely 

and with the aim of making mature disciples of Jesus?  This is what is meant in our mission statement 

“Explain the Faith.”  One person (A. L. Williams, p. 142) said it this way: “Christians are to be at home in the 

Gospel story, and let the Gospel story be at home in you, so that the Gospel story may be always ready for 

use.”  

 To explain the faith should be an everyday, even moment-to-moment kind of thing for the Lord’s 

people. I’ve been having a great time with two Webelos Scouts working on a God and Family program.  We 

are talking about the Faith—not just faith, but THE Faith in Christ Jesus, and how it’s foundational to family 

life and relationships. How are you interacting with others? Is the Faith an ongoing topic of your 

conversation? How are you doing this with neighbors, work colleagues, friends, family?   “Christians are to be 

at home in the Gospel story, and let the Gospel story be at home in you, so that the Gospel story may be 

always ready for use.” 

 Now, if you wonder how this is to happen, Paul provides a recipe a little later in the same letter, ch3 

at vs 16: Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 

singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thanksgiving in your hearts to God.   

 The best explaining of the Faith you and I and any Christian can ever do is (1) when the subject is 

Jesus—Christ we proclaim, AND (2) when our explaining comes out of the overflow of the word of Christ 

within us. Paul did not say learn a lot in order to teach—although learning the faith is vital to explaining it. 

Paul did not say get a degree in Bible before you teach it—although such a degree is a wonderful thing. Paul 

said: let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.  Griffith:  “It is not enough to be taught the truth; we must 

possess it as a present, personal experience.  It is to be in us as abiding in our hearts, dwelling in us as in a 

home where we are consciously to make room for it.  The Word of Christ is to abide in us richly, or plentifully, 

in all the variety of its wealth and power.”  

 When the word dwells in you richly, it overflows into everyday actions and conversations. It is not in 

your nature to do this on your own, but it is in the nature of the Word to make it happen. Don’t set out to 

teach, set out to be filled with the word of Christ. Set out to grow in grace and knowledge of God and the 

love of Jesus, by the power of the Holy Spirit, and His word will spill out in your living, explaining, and 

teaching the Faith to others.  

 So are you reading God’s word?  Are you taking it in, in steady doses, learning it, studying it—not a 

Sunday sermon or a Sunday school class or small group here and there, but continuously, regularly?  God’s 

word won’t come back to you if it’s not in there. Can you say/can I say as the writer of the Psalms said to 

God: I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your way. I will delight in your statutes; I will not 

forget your word… I have chosen the way of faithfulness; I set your rules before me. I cling to your testimonies, 

O Lord… I will run in the way of your commandments… O how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day… 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path… 
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 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly…  By the way, the “you” is plural, so this is not about a solo 

enterprise.  Paul is not addressing individual Christians; Paul is addressing the church. And note also that this 

indwelling of the word of Christ is clearly not an end in itself—it is never an end in itself.  There is no period 

after “indwell richly.”  

 We can rightly paraphrase the text I think by saying it this way: Let the word of Christ dwell in your 

richly, to the end of teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, with thanksgiving in your hearts to God.  Out of the richness and plenty of the indwelling 

word of Christ there is teaching and admonishing of one another… The “one another” is the entirety of the 

Lord’s Church. A person does not outgrow this.  A person does not know so much as to learn no more.  A 

person does not know so little as to be useless to this process. There is a mutual responsibility among 

members of the Lord’s church for teaching and admonishing, but always as an overflow of the word of Christ 

indwelling richly.  

 It’s wonderful that Paul held together the two actions of teaching and admonishing.  “Teaching” 

describes instruction in the Faith; “admonishing” describes warning to the end of repentance. The word 

“admonish” literally means to set someone’s mind in proper order, with the implication that the mind has 

been in some way of out of joint. There seems to be a lot of that “mind-out-of-joint” condition going on these 

days! (NT Wright, Tyndale) Part of the church’s task in teaching or explaining the faith is to include 

straightening out confusion so that what is taught is not distorted. 

 Beloved, the Lord’s Church has been entrusted with a glorious responsibility to teach and admonish, 

which is understood in our mission aim to: Explain the faith.  It seems that much of the decline and lackluster 

life and ministry of the larger church today can be attributed to the fact that too many Christians don’t know 

what we profess and why we profess it. Many are ignorant of who we are and what we are here to be and 

do. But the indwelling word of Christ changes all of that.  And it means to change it in the direction of our 

teaching and admonishing. We have great truth to tell and teach and live and learn.  Yes, distortion and 

confusion are rampant! But we have truth to proclaim in Christ Jesus, warning everyone and teaching 

everyone with all wisdom, in order that we may present everyone mature in Christ.  

 But you say: “that is way too lofty an aim, an unrealistic expectation, way too difficult.”  Well, you 

would be right on some counts.  But that opinion changes nothing of the bible’s instruction to the church to 

do it. Paul described his teaching ministry this way (1:29): For this I toil, struggling with all Christ’s energy that 

he powerfully works within me. So to explain the faith is an arduous ministry.  Paul likened it to the strenuous 

nature of athletic training. But beloved it is not done by you or me or us alone, but by Christ’s energy that He 

powerfully works within.  

 O, did we see this energy of Christ all week at VBS.  Over 70 servants—youth and adults, laboring 

together to proclaim Christ—to explain the faith. Can you imagine a ministry of teaching and admonishing at 

OEPC that is always VBS-like? With so multiple servants, old and young, teaching, singing, giving, learning, 

loving, eating, crafting, recreating?  

 VBS works at OEPC because of 2 primary things: (1) because God’s people serve in force, and (2) 

because explaining the faith is done in the larger context that Paul, in God’s word, said it is to be done.  Paul’s 
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instructed at 3:16:  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 

wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thanksgiving in your hearts to God. We do 

have a great time singing at VBS. Words and motions to God with such great joy! Young and old; even the 

cool kids are doing it! Even moms and dads were mouthing the words at the closing program Friday night.  

 Beloved, God’s means for the Faith to be explained not as an end unto itself, but in the context of the 

community of faith in worship—words and motions to God with great joy! NT Wright – the ministry of 

teaching and admonishing is part of a life of thankfulness that overflows into song.  The ministry of teaching 

should always be seen as one part of the total life characterized by grateful worship.  

 So beloved, may the praise and worship at OEPC be so exalting of God, that with all wisdom, and great 

thanksgiving, we work hard to explain the faith—to teach and admonish one another in the faith of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. And may our teaching and admonishing never stand alone; may it never be merely an exercise of 

our intellect and wit, but may it be from a great overflow of Christ’s indwelling word, in the context of 

exuberant worship, exalting, singing, and giving thanks to God. To God alone be the glory!  Amen.  


