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 We gather together to worship God this morning, after yet another heinous tragedy in France last 

week—one more on a growing list of tragedies that display the reality of evil in the world.  And yet we gather 

together to worship God, thankful to affirm with the Psalm writer what is among the most magnificent, 

permanent, and comforting truths, and that is: The Lord reigns…  

 But some would object, saying, “If indeed the Lord reigns, why then do such horrible things happen?”  

They happen because we are a people fallen into sin. I/We have no idea how killing and injuring people, last 

week or at any time and particular place, fits in the reign of the Lord.  We DO know that those things do not 

happen outside the providence of God.  We DO know that the reign of the Lord is not altered by such things. 

And we DO know that the day comes when the reigning Lord will set the world’s people and systems right.  

The day comes when the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God.  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 

death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 

have passed away… No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 

in it, and his servants will worship him.  They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  And 

night will be no more.  They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will 

reign forever and ever.  (Rev 21:3-4; 22:3-5) 

 In the meantime, God’s people re-tell and re-script and re-orient themselves and life with all of its 

good, bad, and ugly, to the glorious truth and reality of the Lord’s reign; we do this in the context of worship. 

We declare the Lord reigns, not merely as wishful thinking, not merely in ignorance of life’s harsh realities, 

but as a declaration of eternal truth and faith and hope that the worship of God and only the worship of God 

connects us to.  

 The writer of Psalm 99 said it this way: The Lord reigns; let the peoples tremble!  

He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 

The Lord is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples. 

Let them praise your great and awesome name! 

Holy is he! 

The King in his might loves justice.  

You have established equity;  

You have executed justice and righteousness in Jacob. 

Exalt the Lord our God; worship at his footstool! 

Holy is he! 

 We are continuing a series of sermons today to unpack the contents of a new mission statement of 

the OEPC.  That statement is as follows (together):  The congregation of the Oreland Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church exists and serves Jesus, to Exalt God, Explain the Faith, Experience life together in our neighborhoods, 

and Extend God’s mission.  

 To EXALT GOD… is the first stated aim and action of our congregation, for it is the main, defining 

action of God’s people everywhere, and throughout history.  God made His creatures and filled them with 

the breath of life in order that they might exist in fellowship with the Creator, honoring Him with the breath 
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God gives.  When the creatures were separated from the Creator by sin, God did not give up and start over, 

but came in the flesh, in Jesus, to be the creatures’ Savior, to pay the penalty for their sin, to restore 

fellowship with God, and to one day renew creation.  After dying in our place, for our sake, the resurrected, 

living Jesus now rules until the culmination of God’s kingdom on earth.   

 I am not going to address all of the truths declared in Psalm 99, but want to highlight several things 

that support what this Psalm declares twice that God’s people are to do in the light of the Lord’s reign, and 

that is: exalt the Lord our God; worship at his footstool! 

 EXALT God is first thing in our mission statement, not because it is mentioned twice in Psalm 99, but 

because it describes the chief end of God’s creatures as described and commanded throughout the pages of 

Holy Scripture. The Hebrew word “exalt” means to raise high; to bring up, exalt, extol, glorify.  God’s people 

are to exalt God; the scripture teaches that God will exalt the humble, but nowhere is there any indication 

that people are to exalt people. God alone is to be exalted by His creatures and not any other person or 

thing. This means that when the community of the Lord’s Church gathers to worship, what is to happen is to 

God and for God—it is all about God and not about what you or I “get out of it” or not.   

 The writers of the WCF captured this when in the first question of the Shorter Catechism: “What is the 

chief end of man,” they answered saying: “the chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” 

Creatures exist to exalt God—to lift God up, to raise God high in acts of worship. And notice, there is no 

statement limiting this activity to Lord’s Day worship on Sunday morning, or any other particular time. 

Rather, this is to be the continuing mode of operation of God’s people.  To exalt God is the life labor of God’s 

people!  We are to be a living liturgy in worship of God! 

 A second thing to note in the Psalm is that the command to exalt the Lord our God, comes after the 

Psalm writer acclaimed the reign of the Lord, and then summarily spoke of what that reign entails. He said 

things like: The LORD God sits enthroned upon the cherubim; The LORD is great in Zion and exalted over all 

the peoples.  The LORD loves justice; The LORD has established equity, executed justice and righteousness. It is 

because of these attributes of God and the reign of God that God is to be exalted.  So again, worship is not if 

or when I feel like, or when the form and content suits me.  God is exalted for who He is in the glory of His 

reign. 

 But how are these things about God and His reign known to the peoples?  They are known today as 

God’s nature and power is displayed in Creation; they are known through God’s word written in the Bible, 

and they are revealed uniquely in Jesus the Christ by the presence and work of the Holy Spirit, which means 

among many things, it is impossible to exalt and worship God you do not know.  To attempt to do so is futile.  

To attempt to worship God you do not know is to render false worship; it is offensive to God.  

 But God, in all of the attributes the Psalm writer named and more, has made Himself known in the 

person of Jesus, the Christ.  And by faith in Jesus you come to know everything you need to know of God, 

which leads you then, joyfully and faithfully, to exalt God as He deserves and not as you prefer.  

 Note also in VS5 and VS 9 that the command to exalt the LORD our God is paralleled with the phrase: 

and worship at his footstool/ worship at his holy mountain.  While there is similarity between these two 

actions: exalt and worship, there is also, I think, a significant difference.  To “exalt” has the sense of raising 
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up, of elevating, of extoling, glorifying, magnifying, speaking and singing of God in high and praiseworthy 

words and ways.  But as regards the phrase: worship at his footstool/worship at his holy mountain, this word 

“worship” has the idea of bowing down in it, of getting low, of prostrating oneself in homage before God.  

Both words exalt and worship are interconnected to the adoration of God, but the movement is different; to 

exalt is to lift God up; to worship is to get us down in reverence  of God.  The fact that this Bible text holds 

these two actions together is a marvelous thing, because the true worship of God entails both movements; 

the raising up and elevating of God in His rightful place is the only way that our worship and reverence of God 

is right.  Trying to make ourselves low in worship doesn’t work outside of exalting God high and lifted up in 

His rightful place! 

 And then throughout this Psalm text, the writer explains three times why these acts of exaltation and 

worship are right and good.  He says: for the Lord our God is holy.  That God is holy is what prompts and even 

requires exaltation and worship of God, not only from God’s people but from all peoples.  Boice - That God is 

holy is what distinguishes God from all else. It is what sets God apart from everyone and everything.  Because 

God is holy, He must be exalted the Lord our God and worshipped at his footstool.   

 Now, if you don’t know and reckon with this holiness of God, beware.  Check out the story in Leviticus 

CH10, about two sons of Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, who approached God in casual and unauthorized ways, 

only to be consumed as they stood before the Lord.  When it was all over the Lord warned: Among those who 

are near me I will be sanctified (set apart as holy), and before all the people I will be glorified. It is rather 

startling to contemplate that God demonstrated his holiness and preserved His glory in a rather drastic way, 

when He amended and corrected the “preferred worship” of Nadab and Abihu… God eliminated them!  So 

how then do the unholy like me and you rightly exalt and worship the holy God?  Can we?  Dare we?  

 In the remaining verses of Psalm 99, the writer told about three significant persons in the history of 

God’s ancient people Israel.  He spoke of Moses and Aaron and Samuel, telling us a little bit about their 

worship life, and thereby giving us instruction and hope as regards our approach to God.  The Psalm writer 

reminds us that they called upon the Lord and the Lord answered them (VS6) In other words, there was 

communication and fellowship between people and the holy God, and the people lived to tell about it; they 

lived to serve the Lord, to do what God commanded.  In VS8 we learn that God answered them; God was a 

forgiving God to them, but an avenger of their wrongdoing (VS8).  

 That God is holy means that God is and must be both forgiver and avenger of wrongdoing.  If God 

were not both, God would not be God, nor would God be holy. That God heard and answered the prayers of 

Moses and Aaron and Samuel, is a great encouragement to the likes of you and me, to all who call upon the 

Lord. We see in the text that it is God and God alone who provides what is needed for the unholy us to 

approach the Holy God.  God provided the way for Moses, Aaron, and Samuel, and, God provided the way 

fully and finally, once and for all, through His Son Jesus.  The writer of the NT letter to the Hebrews captured 

this provision of God with these words: (from the NLT) And so, dear brothers and sisters, we can boldly enter 

heaven’s Most Holy Place because of the blood of Jesus.  This is the new, life-giving way that Christ has 

opened up for us through the sacred curtain, by means of his death for us.  And since we have a great High 

Priest who rules over God’s people, let us go right into the presence of God, with true hearts fully trusting him. 
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For our evil consciences have been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make us clean, and our bodies have been 

washed with pure water. (10:19-21) 

 So, having declared the Lord reigns; the Lord is great; the Lord loves justice; the Lord answers the 

prayer of his people, the Lord forgives sin and avenges wrongdoing—having declared all these glorious 

attributes of God, the Psalm writer then repeated again the response God commands of His people:  VS9: 

Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy mountain—lift God up to get yourself low in reverence 

before Him—for the Lord our God is holy! 

 Did you notice, that since the first time the Psalm writer declared the holiness of God, that this time 

there is the addition of the word “our”—for the Lord OUR God is holy. As one person put it: “The majesty of 

God is undiminished, but the last word is now given to intimacy.  God IS holy and not ashamed to be called 

OURS. Well may we worship Him.”  

 The congregation of the Oreland Evangelical Presbyterian Church exists and serves Jesus, to do exactly 

that: to EXALT God… Amen! To God be the glory!  


