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 I’m going to read to you some statements, and I’d like you to guess the organization the statement 

represents: Ice, Custard plus Happiness equals - Rita’s. This particular public school exists for the academic 

excellence of all students. – Springfield Township.  Our mission is to enable people and businesses throughout the 

world to realize their full potential. – Microsoft. To promote healing. Prevent Harm. Be kind. – Abington Hospital.  

To organize the world’s information and make it universally accessible and useful. – Google 

 Do you know the mission of our congregation? Can anyone here say what has been the mission statement 

of OEPC? If you do not know it and you cannot say it, you’re not alone.  That statement was as follows: “Called by 

God and led by the Holy Spirit it is our mission to love God and carry out Christ’s work by encouraging the spiritual 

vitality and fellowship of believers equipping them to spread God’s Word into the community and beyond to the 

glory of God.”  That’s a good statement. But it is a complicated statement; difficult to remember.  It is hard to 

recall and apply when you are in a meeting deciding whether or not a ministry idea fits our mission.  In addition to 

that statement of mission, there were also 8 other statements about the process whereby that mission would be 

accomplished. 

 Now, before I announce to you a new statement, there are a couple of general things that need to be said 

about mission statements and the Church.  There is nothing that I have found anywhere in the Bible that says to 

the church: “thou shalt have a mission statement.” Mission statements in the church are not a magic recipe—the 

be-all and end-all for a successful church.  It’s not that the church should have one because every organization has 

one.  

 However, when we go looking into the history of the early Christian Church in the Book of the Acts of the 

Apostles, I think we find a statement of mission. It’s not labeled “mission statement,” but it describes who the 

church was and what the church did. It reads like this: And they (the three thousand plus people who became 

members of the church on the first Pentecost)—and they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. (2:42) This is a statement of mission and it’s simply stated. 

 But it was not just at that point in time that the church’s mission was expressed, because God’s people did 

not come into existence at Pentecost.  No. God has always had a people.  We can go back farther and find another 

mission statement of sorts, confirmed in a variety of ways and places in the OT, when after God’s people were 

delivered by God from captivity in Egypt, God told Moses to tell the people this: if you will obey my voice and keep 

my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession…and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and (you shall be 

to me) a holy nation. (Ex 19:5-6) Again, a rather simply stated mission of what God’s people were to be and do, all 

wrapped up in one statement. And the text in Exodus reports that the people together responded to Moses when 

he told them God’s mission saying: All that the LORD has spoken we will do. (19:8) 

 These statements from the Scripture reveal an important and telling thing about the mission of God’s 

people: people of God do not create the mission; people of God participate in God’s mission. So a good mission 

statement of any particular congregation of God’s people needs to show evidence of what God has already said 

His people are to be and do.  The church is not here to invent itself or promote itself. The church is not to create 

mission for the benefit of the church.   

 So, why not simply restate what God has said his people are to be and do? Why not simply craft a mission 

statement that uses words, like from Acts 2 or Exodus 19? Certainly those scriptures, and for that matter all of the 

instruction and counsel of God’s Word ought to be evident in the mission of any particular congregation of the 

Lord’s Church.  But today, an EPC congregation in Manhattan, and one in the suburbs of Philly, and one in eastern 

Texas, and one in the mountains of Colorado, will not be called by God to participate in the ministry of Jesus in 

exactly the same ways.  And so to the end of saying what God has said His people are to be and do in a way that 
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connects with a particular people and time and geography and lifestyle, congregations make mission statements 

that reflect God’s mission in a particular space and time. 

 So, here it is—a simply stated mission purpose and process, formed and adopted by your elders of Session 

for OEPC, a congregation of the whole Body of Christ:  The congregation of the Oreland Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church exists and serves Jesus to: EXALT God, EXPLAIN the Faith, EXPERIENCE life together in our neighborhoods, 

and EXTEND God’s mission.  Four E action words: Exalt, Explain, Experience, and Extend.  This is what the 

leadership believes God has called OEPC to be and do as part of His great Church: to EXALT God (to worship); to 

EXPLAIN the Faith (to study and know the Word); EXPERIENCE life together in our neighborhoods (to be in small 

groups where we live, for fellowship, caring, nurture, evangelism, and serving); and to EXTEND God’s mission (to 

be in the world where Jesus sent disciples with the hope of the Gospel on our lips and in the work of our hands).   

“E” to the 4
th

 power is a symbol chosen to represent the four aspects of our mission.  The “E” to the 4
th

 power is in 

the middle of a diamond with directional arrows on all the sides to indicate that this mission purpose is also our 

mission process—we aim, with God’s help, to see people who come to OEPC, come to know Jesus as Savior and 

exalt God, and then move to understand and explain the faith, and then move to experience life together in 

fellowship and ministry, to then to be fully engaged extending God’s mission—serving Jesus with our hands and 

making new disciples.  And then the process continues with those new believers moving to exalt God, explain the 

faith, experience life together, and extend God’s mission… making more disciples of Jesus, growing the Lord’s 

Church. 

 We will unpack this statement over the next few weeks.  Today, focus with me for our remaining time on 

the opening phrase: The congregation of the Oreland Evangelical Presbyterian Church exists and serves Jesus to:… 

 OEPC as a particular congregation of the EPC has existed since 2009. So, in one sense we are just a kid. We 

aren’t even a teenager yet! However, most people know that the Oreland Church has been around since 1950—so 

we are in the golden years.  But that’s not the whole story either.  The most blessed truth is that the congregation 

of the OEPC exists because long ago, God called Abraham and made a people for Himself of Abraham’s 

descendants.  God then determined that He would always have a people so God sent His only Son Jesus to live 

here, to die, be raised, and ascend again to heaven, thereby making a people, not just of one specific ethnicity as 

it was in the OT, but making a people—the Church, of every tribe and tongue who professes with their mouth that 

Jesus is Lord and believe in their heart that God raised him from the dead. That is why we and any Christian 

Church congregation exist. Oreland Presbyterian exists not merely because a group of people met in the living 

room of Bill and Eleanor Brown one day over 65 years ago and decided to start a church. We exist because God 

determined to have and make and keep a people for Himself and for His glory, with a particular congregation at 

the corner of church and paper mill road in Oreland, PA!  

 And that’s still the way the church is and continues to exist. You and I did not join togther and thereby 

bring a congregation into existence. God in Christ Jesus, by the ministry of His Word and Spirit joined me and you 

and you and you to Himself and to each other, calling us out of the world to Himself to be His Body, the Church.  

We are according to the NT the ekklesia—the called out ones of God in Christ Jesus. Church is not an organization 

or an activity that one choses to participate in or not.  Church is an organism, an identity, a way of life to which a 

person is chosen and immersed (we call it baptized) to be and do for God, in Christ, in the world 24/7.  

 Beloved, this is a very big deal because this simple introduction to our mission statement reminds us that 

we are not our own; we are not ON our own, making this up to serve ourselves as we go along in time.  The 

congregation of OEPC exists and serves Jesus… Oreland Evangelical Presbyterian Church exists under the Headship 

of Jesus!  
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 You know, it’s always dangerous to isolate just one little part of a magnificent passage of scripture like the 

verses I read to you from Ephesians, but I’m going to do just that.  Look at what Paul said about Jesus and the 

Church in vs 22 and 23: And he (God the Father of glory, referenced at vs17)—And God put all things under Christ’s 

feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 When Jesus died for sin and God raised Jesus to life, God put all things under Christ’s feet.  A few verses 

earlier Paul explained it this way - VS20: God raised Jesus from the dead and seated Jesus at God’s right hand in 

the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 

named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. Note please, the supreme place of Jesus’ exaltation when 

God raised Him to life from the dead—there is no one, no thing, no official, no system, no situation, no 

government, no nation, no candidate, no law, no religion, no philosophy, no anyone or anything in a higher, 

greater, more powerful place or position in all of life then Jesus.  And then—if this exaltation of Jesus was not 

enough, VS22: God gave Jesus as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of him who fills 

all in all.   

 Beloved, there is no more amazing, blessed life and place to  be and do life than under the headship of 

Jesus, the supreme one, who was exalted to be not only head of the church, but THEE HEAD of everything and 

everyone, everywhere, for all time.  Yes, Jesus is the Church’s Head, but Jesus is not just the Church’s Head.  Jesus 

is THEE HEAD. And especially with all the craziness happening in recent days in this nation and around the world, I 

rejoice in the supreme place to which God exalted the triumphant of Jesus Christ! And the Church, His Body, the 

fullness of him who fills all in all is the people to be part of; the Church, His Body is where the action is, where 

Hope is, where truth is, where love is, where grace is, where mercy is, where forgiveness is, where healing is… not 

because church people always get it right, but because Jesus is the Head over all things to the church, because 

Jesus by the power of His Word and Spirit is still filling the church with the fullness of the attributes and gifts of 

God that it is possible for people to receive (Tyndale).  Praise God!  This is what’s happening in the church. The 

Church may struggle at times to get the faith and the ministry right, but Jesus is nevertheless filling all things and 

bringing all things to completeness of being, because God gave Jesus the Head to the Church.  The visible Church 

may not be there yet, but in Christ Jesus completeness, wholeness is coming, because God gave Jesus the Head to 

the Church.  

 The implications that exist for the Church under the headship of the resurrected and living Lord and Savior 

Jesus are staggering, not only for individuals, but for our corporate life, for our mission!   One person said it this 

way: “the head fills the body with powers of movement and perception, and thereby inspires the whole body with 

life and direction.” (Barth) The Head, Jesus, does this! In other words the church’s mission and everything needed 

to do it is from Jesus the Head.  

 A little later in Paul’s letter to the Christians in Ephesus, again isolating just a couple of verses from 

another magnificent text, Paul talked about what being under the headship of Jesus means. It’s almost as if Paul 

was giving a personal testimony of sorts: Chapter 3, at verse 8: To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, 

this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone 

what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, so that through the church the 

manifold wisdom of God might be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 

 God’s plan has always been to display His wisdom through the church.  God’s plan was always to show his 

wisdom in all its rich variety to all the rulers and authorities even in the heavenly realms, through the church.  

How positively bold and grandiose is this purpose of God for His Church!  And yet how often today are Christians 

thinking and acting so small about being and doing church. We have become so good at compartmentalizing faith 

and church, and it seems that compartment gets progressively smaller and insignificant. For far too many 



P a g e  | 4 

 

Christians, Church is a part time activity as opposed to a full time lifestyle, under the headship of Jesus, to display 

the manifold wisdom of God, such that even heavenly beings look on to know of God and His saving work.  Ralph 

Keiper – In the context of the world the church is “the picture book leading people to the written book that they 

by the Holy Spirit might come to know the living Book, even Jesus.”  How marvelous the church’s purpose and 

process! 

 I think our mission statement captures this—leading people to know the living Jesus! I’m excited about it! 

For one thing, I’m able to say it. I’ve already told people about it. I can actually remember the four “E’s” – to 

EXALT God, EXPLAIN the faith, EXPERIENCE life together in our neighborhoods, and EXTEND God’s mission. 

 The fruitfulness of any mission statement is related to the people stating the mission.  But, for the church 

you see, it’s never just about the people—it is about us the people UNDER THE HEADSHIP OF JESUS, who was 

victorious over death and is seated at the right hand of God far above ALL rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named...  Boice – The Church is founded on Jesus, called into being by 

the Spirit, to contain people of all races who thereby become one new people in the sight of God.  May the 

process of our exalting God, explaining the faith, experiencing life together in our neighborhoods, and extending 

God’s mission lead us to that end of becoming one new people in the sight of God. To God be the glory!  Amen.  


