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 When we began this series of sermons from this verse in Peter’s first letter, I did not tell you then 

that these sermons are a prelude to the next sermon series that will begin next Sunday. We have been 

considering the identity that Jesus has given to His people—to the Church. And we have discovered that 

this identity has its roots in the identity that God gave to his ancient people, the descendants of 

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. You have to understand that we are not talking about two people groups OR 

two gods. God the Almighty, the Creator, who was revealed and came to be God with us in Jesus the 

Christ, has always had a people—a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession.  

 Today, every person who professes faith in Jesus as Savior and Lord belongs to God’s people, 

with roots in God’s choosing of Abraham and building from Abraham a people who today is called 

Church—the Body of Christ—a people called out of the world and separated unto God by God through 

the saving work of Jesus. It is one marvelous story of one great people who God chose and appointed, 

not because God couldn’t pull off His kingdom plan without people, but because God determined to 

have a people through whom He would reveal His nature and His kingdom in the world. 

 It is ALL of this: that you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, and a people for 

Christ’s own possession—it is ALL of this that is behind being a member of the church. That is where this 

series of sermons beginning next Sunday will head.  God in Jesus did not choose and appoint His own to 

BE all of these marvelous things simply just to BE all of these marvelous things. This fabulous God-given 

identity is FOR a God-given purpose.  Being a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 

for Jesus’ own possession is for the purpose of serving the living God.  

 The identity of God’s people has always been for God’s purposes, for building His kingdom by 

making disciples of Jesus.  But there’s evidence that over the years, we have forgotten this.  God’s 

people seem to have this problem of forgetting who we are; the children of Israel were not the only 

people of God with a poor memory. In the midst of the hard stuff of wilderness wandering, Promised 

Land living, as well as during exile-existence, God’s people forgot who they were. And in forgetting who 

they were, it was always and still is a short step to God’s people not doing what God commanded that 

they do.  

 Forgetting our identity, the church creates its own life and ministry that eventually misses the 

mark of God’s intention.  We get tied up in any multitude of things thinking its church, but it’s not always 

church. So the next series of sermons beginning next Sunday is entitled “God’s call – My Attitudes – My 

Actions – Our Church”.  In it we will we seek to move from who God said we are to what God said we are 

to do because of who we are. 

 This morning the last descriptive phrase we consider about the identity of Christians that Peter 

wrote to members of the early Church is this: We are a people for his (Jesus’) own possession… As we 

have discovered as regards each of these phrases, their meaning has roots in how God characterized his 

people of old. As God’s people were poised to enter the Promised Land, God through His servant Moses 

communicated to the people how they were to behave because of who God had called them to be. 

God’s people were to enter the land, take the land, and remain distinct and separate unto God for this 
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reason: For you are a people holy to the Lord your God.  The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people 

for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. (Deut 7:6)  

 In other words, the holy distinction, the particular behavior of God’s people, was not on the basis 

of what the people either chose to do, or mustered up the desire and energy to do. God’s people were 

to do on the basis of who they were: a people for God’s treasured possession. God’s people behaved a 

certain way not just because they belonged to God, but because they were God’s treasured possession.  

 If you ever came to know my mother and father when they were living and visited here, you 

would no doubt conclude that they were kind and loving people. Over time they came to have a deep 

appreciation and love for you, for this congregation. But they did not appreciate and love you like they 

did me. Their love for me and to me was as one of their treasured possession. Out of all the peoples on 

the face of the earth, God chose a particular people to be his people, to be a people for His treasured 

possession. This relationship between God and Abraham and his descendants was special, distinct from 

God’s relationship with the rest of those who He had created.  

 So, what made Abraham and his descendants “treasured”? Was it something about them?  Was 

it their race or ethnicity?  Was it their history or their success? No.  It was none of these; it was nothing 

of their being or doing. The bible tells us why God called Abraham and his descendants “treasured.” It 

was not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love on you and 

chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the 

oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed 

you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. (Deut 7:7-8) 

 God’s choosing Abraham and his descendants had absolutely nothing whatsoever to do with 

Abraham and his descendants. It was nothing about them or their past, present, or future. God set His 

love upon them because God set His love upon them. Everyone and everything created was and is God’s, 

but God determined on the basis of God’s love to have a particular people for His “treasured” 

possession. And as part of God choosing to do this God covenanted—God entered into a special 

relationship with Abraham promising to faithfully provide for Abraham and to make Abraham into a 

great nation as Abraham and his descendants obediently followed God.  

 Well, we all know how that turned out. The descendants failed miserably, again and again.  And 

yet God never relented from His side of the covenant. God showed up in the person of Jesus to rescue 

the sinfully flawed and faithless descendants, all the way to and including you and me—all who put faith 

in Jesus. In Jesus, the terms of being God’s treasured possession were kept perfectly, and as you and I 

trust Jesus/ as we put faith in Jesus, our sinful, weak and flawed righteousness and obedience is made 

acceptable to God.  

 So then because of Jesus, because of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, the Christian—the 

Church, is a people for His own possession. That God still has a special people—not by their merit, but by 

His love and His choosing them, continues even to this day. The Church is this special treasured 

possession of God. 

 This word “possession” which Peter used means “to purchase, to acquire for a price.” 

(MacArthur) Believers belong to God because He bought them at the ultimate price. This status is not 
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one that I make or merit.  But it is nevertheless a special status, determined at great cost to God Himself. 

Jesus gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 

possession who are zealous for good works. (Titus 2:14) The Son of Man Jesus came not to be served but 

to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. (Mat 20:28) 

 Is there anything of greater value than to be a people for the Lord’s own possession? Is there 

anything more properly influencing of esteem, in the best possible way and for the best possible 

outcome, then to be declared God’s treasured possession—not because your something special in and 

of yourself, but because the God of the universe in Jesus the Messiah set His love upon you? But you are 

a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for Jesus’ own possession… Isn’t that great! No 

other people group can claim this! What a people the Church is! It’s a glorious, most wonderful people. 

Do you think of your being the Church in this way? 

 God, in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus continues to set His love upon a people to make 

them His people, His Church. Even today, right now, the Spirit of God is at work through these Scriptures 

and this sermon to bring someone, some person who doesn’t know yet, to know their sin and to put 

faith in God’s choosing and saving them and calling them to be His, in and through the work of Jesus.  

 But for what purpose?  Why has God done this remarkable thing throughout history?  Why has 

the Creator God Almighty set His love on a particular people for His own possession? Why does God 

keep doing this? Just for our pleasure and enjoyment? Just so we could get together once in a while and 

have a great experience? Just so we can include membership in a local congregation as part of our 

personal and family history?   No! God did this most remarkable thing—God in Jesus chose and 

appointed us—set His love on us, setting us apart to be a people for his own possession for this very 

reason: (Peter’s words) that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light.  

 …that you may proclaim.  This word “proclaim” means to publish or advertise, and to do so in the 

sense of telling something otherwise unknown. Beloved, God in Jesus has identified His followers—His 

Church in all of these marvelous ways as a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 

own possession, to make you a walking-talking advertisement about how Jesus takes people out of sin’s 

darkness and brings them into God’s Light. As Church, you are who you are by God’s choosing and 

appointing you,  in order to make known what God has done, in order to display God’s power, God’s 

grace, and God’s mercy in the world, to your neighborhood, your school, your work. You are to tell 

everything praiseworthy about God—you are to convey God’s excellencies—God’s mighty acts.  

 But there is something unique about the meaning of this word “proclaim”.  You are to tell—you 

are to speak forth all God is and has done in the sense of telling something otherwise unknown. So, what 

does it mean to talk about God in the sense of telling something otherwise unknown? You may think at 

first, “but I can’t do that! How in the world am I to say something about God otherwise unknown?  I’m 

not that smart.  I’m not that well-versed in the Bible and Theology. There is no way that I could hold my 

own and say something about the excellencies of God that is unknown.” 

 O, but you can, and you must because of who you are as a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, and people for his own possession. You can and you  must say something otherwise unknown 
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about God, because no one but you has your particular story about how Jesus called you out of darkness 

into his marvelous light.  That is what is otherwise unknown about God—unknown until you tell it. Only 

you can proclaim how that happened.  Only you can speak of all that God in Jesus is and has done for 

you.  

 John MacArthur summarized it well: “Christians have the distinct privilege of telling the world 

that Jesus has the power to accomplish the extraordinary work of redemption.  God chose undeserving 

sinners as His representatives and uses them to gather other sinners to Himself.”  So, don’t be silent! We 

are… God’s special possession to proclaim God’s excellencies. So get on with it to your family, friends, 

work colleagues, neighbors, and to God be the glory! 


