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 It is not difficult to look around at the social, political, and even religious landscape in the day in 

which we live, and long for a clear voice of truth, faith, hope, and love. After another week of tense 

global relations, a precarious state of the union, ongoing political debates, market uncertainty, and the 

stuff of everyday personal and home life, a clear voice of truth, faith, hope, and love would be a 

welcome calm and comfort. That voice, that presence, that word is part of the identity and mission of 

the Lord’s Church. It is part of the Church who God’s word declares her members to be “a royal 

priesthood.”  

 I have to think that not too many Christians deliberately approach their life and work from a 

position of being part of a royal priesthood.  But you should. You should because it’s part of what Jesus 

has called you and declared you to be. Peter said it this way: But you are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 

who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. (1 Pet 2:9-10) With those words Peter 

essentially reminded and connected Christians in the Church, with what God had said about His people a 

long time before.  

 In the shadow of Mount Sinai, just before Moses went up the mountain for the Ten 

Commandments, God told Moses to tell the people this: Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice 

and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 

and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. (Ex. 19:5-6) A kingdom of priests; a royal 

priesthood. When was the last time you loved and lived for Jesus at work, school, home, in the 

boardroom, the classroom, or on the ball team as priest?  What exactly does that look like?  

 There are several things from this characterization of God’s people of old to help us toward 

understanding the significance of being a royal priesthood for the Lord as His Church.  Be sure to know 

first that God made this declaration to His people on the basis of His delivering them from captivity in 

Egypt. God did not declare Israel his treasured possession who would be to him a kingdom of priests on 

the basis of anything about them. It was not because they had any priestly potential or liturgical 

leanings. God said: You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ 

wings and brought you to myself.  Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall 

be my treasured possession among all peoples, and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests. Being a 

kingdom of priests is based upon God’s saving, redeeming work, and the resulting obedience of God’s 

people.  

 Second, be sure to note that a kingdom of priests and a royal priesthood signifies that this was 

not a solo enterprise. Being a kingdom of priests and a royal priesthood is not done by oneself, alone. A 

kingdom of priests and a royal priesthood is what God’s people are and do together. For Christians, 

there is priestly character and priestly function as regards those who profess to follow and serve Jesus. It 

is so not because you make yourself this way, but it is so because it’s part of the character and function 

to which God in Christ Jesus has chosen and appointed “you all.” Jesus brings it about within “you all”, 

for God’s glory and His purpose. 

 And then third, be sure to understand to whom and for whom God’s people are a kingdom of 

priests and a royal priesthood first. To God’s people of old God said and you shall be TO ME a kingdom 

of priests and a holy nation.TO ME—to God.  We often think first of a priest as person who ministers to 
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people on behalf of God.  We are inclined to think of priest from the top down—from God to people, 

from heaven to earth.  

 Every once in a while I experience this top-down notion of ministry when someone is looking for 

a nice weather day for their family picnic or something, and because they know I’m a pastor they will say 

to me, “you have an in with God; ask him for a nice day for us.”  Usually I respond by saying, as politely 

as I can, “I have no more in then you; so ask Him yourself.” 

 God said in the first place, and “you all” shall be TO ME a kingdom of priests… God determined 

and established this priestly function from the bottom up so to speak—that the primary function of 

God’s people as a kingdom of priests is in relation to Him, to God. So, for example, when a prayer 

request comes to the Oreland church and goes out electronically asking members of the congregation to 

pray, the royal priesthood that is the church is all together functioning in relationship to God. On behalf 

of that person and that need, WE come before God to pray for the person and their need. And 

depending on the nature of the situation WE may continue to pray before God—the church together 

being to God a kingdom of priests. Yes, of course in doing this we also bear witness to the world of who 

we serve and follow, but it seems from the Bible text that the emphasis of being a kingdom of priests/ a 

royal priesthood falls upon our relation to God—we are first a kingdom of priests to God.  

 As I thought about how to convey some of the character and function of what being a royal 

priesthood means for the Christian and the Church, I thought it would be helpful to draw instruction and 

application from a specific bible story. I think I found such a story. You may remember from the Gospel 

of Luke, before the birth of Jesus, we read about the birth announcement of John the Baptist. Luke 

begins his Gospel telling the story about John the Baptist’s father Zechariah, who was a priest in the 

Temple.  

 Zechariah was a priest who served in the temple in the tradition and according to the manner of 

Aaron, who was the head of the first family of God’s official temple priests (Ex 28:1). Luke reports that 

Zechariah had a wife named Elizabeth, who was from the daughters of Aaron.  So, you can see that this 

family had all the necessary qualifications for being a priest in an official religious sense. The Bible 

reports in Luke 1:6 that both Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous before God, walking blameless in 

all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. But they had no child… Luke reports that it was on an 

occasion when Zechariah was performing his priestly duties in the temple before God, that an angel 

came and told Zechariah that Elizabeth would have a child, who he was to name John, and that John 

would make the people ready for Jesus (1:17). 

 In the interest of learning about who a priest is and what a priest does, we see in these verses 

that holiness and devotion to God are among the chief characteristics, and serving before God in the 

temple is among the general functions. Zechariah was in the temple that day as part of his particular 

division of priests, to perform by himself an assigned duty.  We might say it this way, Zechariah had won 

the lottery to appear on that particular day in the temple at the altar of incense, in order to do what was 

necessary to keep the incense burning as God had long ago instructed was to be done (Ex 30:1-10). 

MacArthur – the incense was kept burning perpetually, just in front of the veil that divided the holy 

place from the Most Holy Place.  The lone priest would offer the incense every morning and every 
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evening, while the rest of the priests and worshippers stood outside the holy place in prayer. So on this 

occasion, Zechariah was the lone priest in the temple, in front of the altar of incense before the 

presence of God, when the Angel of the Lord appeared to him and announced that he and Elizabeth 

would have a son, John the Baptist, who would be the forerunner of Jesus.  

 Now, for our purpose this morning, don’t focus on John the Baptist, but notice what Zachariah 

the priest was doing.  Zechariah was serving as a priest before God (vs8). He was literally serving in front 

of the Most Holy Place where God was believed to dwell, while the whole multitude of people was 

praying outside (vs10).  In this sense Zechariah was between God and the people, and the people and 

God. The appearance of the angel that day interrupted and delayed Zechariah’s priestly functions so 

much that the text says: and the people were waiting for Zechariah (vs21). Why were the people waiting 

for Zechariah? They were probably waiting for Zechariah to come out from before God to them, and to 

speak over them the Aaronic Blessing that I say to you from time to time at the end of our worship.  It 

comes from Numbers 6:24-26; these are the words that the LORD told Moses to tell Aaron the priest, to 

say to the people: The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be 

gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. The pronouncement of 

that blessing of God upon the people was a regular part of the priest’s function. But on this particular 

occasion when Zechariah came out having seen the Angel and been told of John the Baptist’s coming 

birth,  Zechariah was temporarily made mute—he could not say a thing because he did not believe God 

would do what God had said He was going to do.   

 Now again, don’t focus on the angel and the birth announcement, but focus on the priest.  

Righteous before God. Worshipping God. Serving as priest before God, between the people and God. 

The people praying and waiting for God’s blessing, wondering at the delay.  On any other given day, 

Zechariah would have finished his priestly duty in the temple and come out from the presence of God to 

speak to the people, to convey upon the people God’s blessing and peace.  

 Peter said to the Church of Jesus Christ, but you are a chosen people, A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD… 

 Perhaps you are thinking to yourself, “But I am not Zechariah, nor do I want to be Zechariah.”  

“There are plenty of times when my righteousness is not very righteous at all, and my worship on-again-

off-again.  “There is absolutely nothing about me to put me in any position serving before God on behalf 

of someone else.  “And how in the world would I ever speak the blessing of God for His people, when 

most of them time I’m trying to figure out what in the world God is up to in my own life. I am no 

Zechariah.”  

 And you would be so right. You’re not, thank God! You are not Zechariah.  You don’t need to be 

Zechariah. As a matter of fact there are no more Zechariahs, period. Because Jesus, the great and 

perfect priest, put an end to all the Zechariah type priests, when as the perfect priest AND the perfect 

sacrifice, Jesus paid sin’s debt on the cross with His life once and for all, to make all who believe in Him 

righteous for God. There are no more Zechariah-type-priests needed!  

 BUT here’s the thing; by faith in Jesus, and as a member of the Lord’s people His Church, every 

follower of Jesus, in Jesus’ name and by Jesus’ work and Spirit—every Christian is part of the royal 

priesthood. Not by your merit, or by any other personal spiritual qualification, but in the name of Jesus 
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we have in Jesus and because of Jesus the character of the priest and the function of the priest in this 

world. We stand before God and worship before God in Jesus’ name. We stand before God clothed by 

faith in the righteousness of Jesus. We pray before God as regards both joys and concerns of people. 

And then we go again into the world to speak to the world of God’s everlasting peace and salvation. 

 And beloved, in many places and ways the world’s people are waiting outside and wondering if 

God has a word for His people?  Is there a blessing to be had? Is there a clear voice of truth, faith, hope, 

and love in the midst of global tensions, a precarious state of the union, ongoing political debates, 

market uncertainty, and the stuff of everyday personal and home life?  Is there a calming, refreshing, 

life-giving, comforting word? Yes, there most certainly is!  That Word is Jesus. And you Christian—you 

the church are those so called to worship before God and to then go and speak the Gospel of Jesus over 

everyone and everything, everywhere. Why? Because it’s what priests for Jesus do, and we are…a royal 

priesthood! 

 


