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 If you were chosen for a particular task by someone with legitimate authority over you, but who also 

loved and cherished you dearly—if you were chosen and appointed to do an essential work representing the 

one who sent you; if you were promised provisions for the task, and a continuing advocate at every point 

along the way of your going and doing; if you were promised a glorious outcome regardless of mistakes made, 

and obstacles and challenges along the way, would you go?  With all of these things defining your being 

chosen and appointed, would there be any legitimate grounds upon which to say no?  

 All of what I just postured and certainly much more is true about God who has chosen His people to be 

His people. God has the greatest of authority; God loves and cherishes in ways far surpassing human 

comprehension.  God promised to provide everything in material and spiritual resources. The advocacy of 

Jesus for His disciples was promised to them and continues to this day! Jesus promised to present His own 

blameless before God and finish everything related to the completion of God’s kingdom in the end.  God has 

chosen and appointed His people to be His people.  But is the Church acting like God’s chosen and appointed 

people?  Or is the Church being and doing Church for themselves? 

 There’s a lot of material being written these days about the church, because the visible church, 

congregations in America and around the world are in trouble.  In trouble, in so far as decreasing participation, 

shrinking finances, compromised mission & doctrine, faltering integrity, honesty, and relevance. The world is 

changing so fast most people don’t have a clue what’s next or when whatever is next is going to happen, and 

sadly, for the most part, the church is indifferent.  

 Over the last years, our congregation is shrinking in size, and yet has remarkable people and ministry. 

The trend is troubling. On the average there were 10% less people attending worship in 2015 at OEPC than the 

previous year—the largest decrease in some time. If it continues we will number in the low hundreds by 2020, 

and in the 60’s by 2025, ten years from now. From the people writing about church trends, smaller 

congregations and not mega churches is the new normal. But what does that mean? How do we continue to 

be the Lord’s Church? 

 Along with challenges of the day, it has also been noted that there are unprecedented opportunities 

for the Gospel. The world is now our backyard. Nations have come to our doorstep. Just because people and 

their attitudes about church are changing is not reason to not be the church. As a matter of fact, it is probably 

more reason to be the church.  But we cannot be and do church as it has been.   

 For some time, the church expected people to come to her, to come inside and join us in worship, to 

learn and hear and discover Jesus with us. So the church programmed and planned, expecting to draw people, 

dispense information, and make new members. People became members, we ask and urge members to do 

this activity and serve on that committee and that board, to make the church work, to develop and run 

ministries and programs. But that doesn’t seem to work anymore because, well, people largely don’t want to 

come inside anymore.  This Christmas Eve, one of the warmest, most pleasant C.EVE weather-wise that I can 

remember, 20% less people attended services at OEPC than last year.  

 Often when what used to work no longer works in the church—no longer draws people, involves 

people like it used to, we look to change what is inside here. We look to change the pastor, the leaders, the 

program, the times, the activities—we look to develop something new, something different even novel to 

attract, to draw people, to excite them. 
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 But here’s the thing. It’s rather simple, but quite significant: Jesus sent disciples out there, into the 

world. Yes, organization and ministry-program are a necessary part of being a congregation of the Lord’s 

people. (The exodus of God’s people from Egypt would have been a chaotic disaster had tribes and people not 

been organized into an orderly march as God commanded.) But there’s a problem: over time, organization and 

ministry-program inside the church have become the main thing.  Attending worship, having meetings and 

being on boards and committees, and being at the church three nights a week has come to define being and 

doing church. We still say we are interested in out there, but there’s so little time to physically, literally be out 

there, to be with people, embodying and living the Gospel of Jesus, because after all, there are these church 

commitments, meetings, events. 

 I’ve run the gamut as regards how to deal with these realities of the being and doing church today. I 

think a lot about it, read and pray about it. I’ve been sad, frustrated, angry, disappointed, cynical; I’ve done 

some blaming and had some pity parties. But as I am increasingly aware that ministry-time-to-come is growing 

less than ministry-time-that-has-been for me, I’m committed to discern what God may be doing with His 

church, even with us, amidst current realities of Christians being marginalized, the Gospel being scandalized, 

and the visible church shrinking. It’s the perfect time to remember, understand, and act upon one of the 

greatest truths of God’s word as regards being and doing church.    

 The particularly relevant truth Jesus spoke to His disciples is this: You did not choose me, but I chose 

you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you 

ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. (John 15:16) This truth is the key to a fruitful and faithful 

present and future for the Lord’s Church, for OEPC.   

 You need to know that the “you” in this truth Jesus said—all of the “you’s” in this verse are plural.  

Jesus spoke this truth to all of His disciples, not to any one in particular.  Several individual disciples did 

extraordinary things with and for Jesus, but as regards this truth, it pertains to every disciple together. So, 

“YOU ALL” did not choose me, but I chose YOU ALL and appointed YOU ALL that YOU ALL should go and bear 

fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever YOU ALL ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 

YOU ALL.”  

 Whatever challenges and struggles, whatever declines and compromises the church today faces in any 

particular place, on any particular street corner, anywhere in the world, it is YOU ALL followers of Jesus who 

have been chosen and appointed by Jesus to go and bear fruit.  There is something uniquely powerful about 

the YOU ALL of the Lord’s Church that is unequaled and just plain impossible to pull off by any other person or 

group. Any single member, any single pastor or church leader, is in gross error when they believe and act as if 

they alone are the Church’s Savior.  No single Christ-confessing member, no single pastor or church leader, can 

exempt their self from being part of the YOU ALL.  

 Among the things that I have come to realize over the course of ministry is that I cannot give this sense 

of mutual-together- responsibility to any church member. I cannot make people participate, worship, give, 

witness, serve, and love Jesus. But I can and I must and I will tell them what God has said as regards the 

mutual-together responsibility of the Church. And probably among the most profound things God has said as 

regards the origin and the continuation of Christian responsibility in and for the church is this: Jesus said, YOU 

ALL did not choose me, but I chose and appointed you…  
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 Members of the Lord’s Church don’t regularly take into consideration that belonging to God and being 

the Lord’s Church did not and does not originate with them. The first initiative, the original and saving choice 

belongs to Jesus (ESV notes on 15:16).  So, if membership in the church is premised on you first and your 

commitment, and your decision-making and programming, it’s not biblical church.  

 Let’s be really clear on this: the faith you profess, the membership in the Lord’s church you profess, did 

not originate with you, or your parents, or your spouse, your kids, your grandparents, your youth leader, or 

your pastor.  It is not the result of any denomination, church board, government, corporation, nation, or world 

power. The stars did not align; the chips did not fall.  Rather, the Almighty God, the Creator of you and all that 

is, through His only Son Jesus chose and appointed you to be His… 

 And that is enough!  There’s is nothing else like it anywhere. There is no higher power or person who 

choses and appoints than God.  Exactly what kind of authority and being would God be if those appointed by 

Him could finally and fully say “no?” God would not be God if His choosing and appointing could finally be 

over-ruled by those chosen and appointed by Him. Furthermore, the act of God’s choosing and appointing is 

not a partner activity. I am not consulted.  If the coach says, “Jim, you’re in,” it is not really a matter up for 

negotiation, given who and what the position of the coach is, and who and what the position of team member 

is. I dare not say, “not today, coach; I don’t feel like, I have a conflict with the play you called, I don’t like the 

uniform, the weather is too bad today, use someone else.”  

 Followers of Jesus need to stop negotiating with God and/or trying to weasel out of life and service in 

His Church because of how challenging and complicated things may be. Followers of Jesus need to first and 

foremost think about their being chosen and appointed by God.  Our lives as professing followers of Jesus are 

going to be a whole lot more enjoyable and fruitful when we understand at whose initiative we belong to 

Christ and to His Church.  It’s not about me, or the elders; it’s not about the church member or the member’s 

personal preferences. It’s not about the circumstances or situation. Jesus said I chose and appointed you.  

 Yes, you do have to choose too.  You are no puppet; we are not puppets. But let’s remember, our 

choosing to follow and to be a member of the Lord’s Church came about because of Jesus’ original and saving 

choice.  As others have said, “Had Jesus not chosen first, you would not choose Him.” (ESV notes)  And let’s 

also remember that because Jesus, the Divine and Holy Son of God chose and appointed, you are not your 

own, for you were bought with a price. (The costliest price of the very life, death, and resurrection of Jesus.) So 

glorify God in your body. (1 Cor 6:19-20) 

 God’s choosing and appointing of you through His son Jesus is always with a particular and purposeful 

aim.  Here it is: Jesus said to his disciples, You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you 

should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he 

may give it to you.  The aim of Jesus’ choosing and appointing is that you should go and bear fruit and that 

your fruit should abide, SO THAT whatever you ask the Father in Jesus’ name, he may give it you.  

 “Go” presupposes movement outward. Jesus’ choosing and appointing of disciples was not for the 

perpetuating of their self, but for their moving beyond their known group and experiences, to the task of 

making-disciples—being and living out God’s Gospel among those who don’t know that Jesus is the Savior!  
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 And how wonderful that Jesus tied together “to go AND bear fruit.” Fruit is something that comes 

about as a result of the DNA of the plant or tree, right? An apple is the fruit of an apple tree and not a peach 

tree because apple trees bear apples not peaches.  Fruit is the result of the DNA of the fruit tree.  

 The point is: chosen and appointed by Jesus, Christians go and bear fruit. Fruit, that is not the creation 

of Christians in the form of various ministries and program in order to get people to come inside the church, 

but rather fruit that is the outgrowth of the Spirit of Jesus in the DNA of Christians, that happens as Christians 

are among neighbors, friends, and work colleagues in order to help people know Jesus. The hope of the 

Gospel of God shows up in our conversation, and in the work of our hands, while we are playing soccer, and 

going to school—God shows up in all the activities of life because it’s in the DNA of Jesus-followers.  And it’s 

fruit that lasts—meaning whatever age of history it is, wherever we are and whatever challenges are currently 

opposing God’s Gospel and the life of the Lord’s Church, whatever personal things are obstructing our walk 

with the Lord, God’s people are nonetheless fruit-bearing, not because we make ourselves or our church 

productive, but because we are chosen and appointed by Jesus, to go and bear lasting fruit, so that whatever 

YOU ALL ask the Father in the name of Jesus, he may give it to you.   

 It is staggering to think that God in Jesus Christ chose and appointed His Church to go and bear fruit so 

that we would know how to pray—so that whatever you ask the Father in Jesus’ name, he may give it to you.  

 I’m so glad that our congregation is going to be meeting together twice a month beginning this 

Tuesday to pray together. There is so much we need to ask God the Father about, in terms of how to be His 

church in these times, in our homes, neighborhoods, nation, and world. I’m really glad that Jesus attached 

prayer to being chosen and appointed by Jesus, because otherwise, it would be so easy to turn prayer meeting 

into yet another church event. But you see, it’s not that. Prayer can be a mechanical event of the Church, just 

like any meeting and program. But it’s not supposed to be that way. Prayer is part of the outcome of being 

chosen and appointed, just as all of what the Church does is meant to be. 

 There are certain behaviors, responsibilities—like prayer that are expected of Christians that are not 

and cannot be expected of others.  The Apostle Peter wrote about this very same thing to Christians in the 

early Church about 30 years after Jesus said it to His disciples. (It’s amazing how short the memory of 

Christians can be!) Peter reminded the Church: But you—YOU, in contrast to others around you in the world; 

you, in contrast to the unbeliever, to those who don’t profess to know and follow Jesus—but you are a chosen 

race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies 

of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  Let’s memorize this Bible verse as a 

congregation. Say that with me… Each of these phrases: a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for Christ’s own possession—each of these are phrases was used to describe God’s ancient people 

Israel, that Peter here applied to Christians in the church. This is a marvelous, timeless statement of identity, 

of an identity sorely needed to be reclaimed by congregations of Christians in the Lord’s Church today, who 

are not sure who they are, why they are here, and what to do.  

 God’s word from Peter clearly states where being and doing church begins, moves, and finally finishes.  

And it’s not about what any single member, pastor, or church leader wants or thinks.  It begins, moves, and 

finishes, the outcome of the sovereign God, who is Jesus Christ chooses and appoints His people to lasting 

fruit-bearing in the world. 
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 Perhaps it would do the church well from time to time, to include as part of its worship the following 

liturgy: WE ARE… God’s chosen people; WE ARE… God’s chosen people; WE ARE… God’s chosen people. Don’t 

you forget it! To God be the glory!  


