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 It is fascinating and instructive the ways that God uses people like us to accomplish His 

divine purpose. It is without question that at the center of the Christian faith is the incarnation of 

God—the truth that God put on human flesh and came to be God with us in the person of Jesus. At 

many points in this marvelous event of God’s incarnation God used people like you and me, to 

accomplish it. Last Sunday we considered how God used a young, betrothed Jewish woman named 

Mary, to be the vessel whereby the Son of God Jesus would enter the world.  At great risk of 

embarrassment and even danger, Mary heard what God revealed to her, believed what God had 

said, and then acted confidently on the basis of what God had promised to do.  This morning we 

want to consider another important figure in the birth of Jesus and that is Joseph, the earthly father 

of Jesus.  In Joseph we see a fourth part of the human response to God who comes in Jesus.  

 Not very much is known about Joseph.  We know that he was a carpenter, not because he 

was specifically called a carpenter, but because Jesus is characterized twice in the scriptures as the 

carpenter’s son. (Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3) Joseph was a carpenter in the sense of a person who crafted 

furniture and agricultural tools of wood, since buildings at that time were primarily made of stone.  

We assume that Joseph did not live long into the time of the ministry of Jesus, because on one 

occasion when Jesus was teaching, his mother and brothers came looking to speak to him (Mt 

12:50), and Joseph is conspicuously absent. It is assumed that he may have died by that time. 

 One of the things that we do know of Joseph is evident in one of the familiar lines from the 

birth story, and that is that Joseph was of the house and lineage of David (Luke 2:4)—an important 

element in the coming of Jesus, who was and is Messiah, of the line of King David.  This connection 

to David is what took Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem, the place of Jesus’ birth. This was just one of 

many fulfilments of prophecy regarding Messiah that he would come from Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). 

 But there is something else about Joseph that speaks volumes in terms of how to respond to 

God’s coming in Jesus. Joseph is a most excellent testimony of obedience to God and to what 

God commands.  On a number of occasions, throughout the birth and early life of Jesus, Joseph was 

faced with challenges/quandaries that were resolved the result of Joseph’s obedience to God.   The 

first one was early on in the coming of Jesus, even before Jesus was born.  

 Joseph and Mary were betrothed when the angel of God announced to Mary that she would 

bare the Son of God. A super-natural-Holy-Spirit caused event would result in Jesus being conceived 

in Mary.  The Holy Spirit will come upon you (Mary), and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. (Lk 1:32, 35) That’s the 

announcement and explanation Mary got from the angel who delivered God’s message to her about 

how she would give birth to Jesus.  But I have to think that when Mary recounted all of that to 

Joseph, all he heard was “baby”, and he knew immediately that this baby was not his baby, and that 

meant all kinds of problems.  

 In Joseph’s mind, the betrothal had been violated; ridicule and condemnation were certain.  

Embarrassment, harassment, loss of employment, and even the loss of life were all possibilities. The 

Bible describes the remedy Joseph contemplated this way: and Joseph being a just man and 

unwilling to put Mary to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. (Mt 1:19) Divorce was the way to 

legally end a betrothal, and from Joseph’s perspective the situation seemingly warranted such an 

end. It was a dilemma for Joseph. What he considered to do, he would do quietly. (ESV notes) 
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“Joseph intended to maintain his personal righteousness, yet he desired to show compassion even 

though Mary appeared to be an adulteress.” 

 But as (Joseph) considered these things, behold an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream,…  In other words, while Joseph was “thinking about these things”—while Joseph was “rolling 

all of this information and these events around in his mind,” God spoke to Joseph in a dream 

through an angel of the Lord… Now I know some of you may be thinking, “if only an angel of the 

Lord would show up with a word from God when I need direction!”  But, to wish for an angelic 

messenger is to miss the larger point. There is now something far better: The Bible—we have the 

word of God written. The angel of the Lord delivered the word of the Lord—the word which was 

only partially written down then, that has now been given us complete in the pages of Holy 

Scripture.  What Joseph did not have then, we now have in the Bible—the word of God.  

 So, let’s not wish for angels, but focus together for a few moments this morning on Joseph’s 

handling of this crisis-time in his life, when God spoke to him regarding His will for what Joseph 

should do.   

 It is important to note that in the middle of this difficult and challenging personal situation, 

this little phrase that says: VS20: But as (Joseph) considered these things,… The words of this phrase 

indicate that Joseph thought hard about the situation. There was painstaking, careful, and measured 

thinking going on in Joseph as regards the situation of Mary, and this Holy-Spirit-conceived baby, 

and the betrothal, and religious obligation, and righteous living, and compassionate behavior—I 

mean Joseph was giving all of this well-thought-out consideration.  

 I’m not so sure we do that today in pursuit of knowing God.  I think we want it to be simpler, 

easier, sort of on-the-fly—we want to know God and His will to be as simple as asking Siri on our 

phone and getting an instant reply. But seeking to know God and the will of God as regards matters 

of daily life is not meant to be a casual, as-mindless-as-possible activity. God wants and blesses our 

considering, our pondering. Having faith does not preclude using our brain, and giving rational deep 

thought to the things of God and life. Perhaps, part of our problem these days is that there is so little 

thinking. We emotionally react rather than thoughtfully respond. Knowing and doing the will of God 

in any given situation necessitates thinking-through it, pondering carefully and prayerfully the 

situation. That’s what Joseph did when he heard from God.  

 In the circumstances Joseph found himself in, the angel of the Lord showed up, the word of 

God addressed him, AS Joseph considered the things that were happening… God has not and will not 

leave His people without His word regarding His will and way for life. That truth is evident 

throughout the pages of Holy Scripture, and we particularly see evidence of it all over the Christmas 

story. God made His will known to Joseph as regards Mary and the baby that was to be conceived in 

her.  The Bible says an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream saying, “Joseph, son of David, 

do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will 

bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 

 Now, obviously, God’s word in this instance was first particular to Joseph as regards his 

relationship with Mary and what he was to do.  But see also the larger truth: that God spoke His 

word into human life; God addressed his creatures. God did not let Joseph stranded and clueless. 

While angelic messengers are rare today, God has spoken, and what God has spoken in His word is 

most relevant to living daily life.  
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 Throughout the Advent season, I have preached about how to respond to God’s coming in 

Jesus.  Joseph is another great example: Joseph heard what God said through the angel, Joseph 

believed the message, and Joseph exhibited confidence in what God had said. And then, and this is 

the particular focus of today’s message: Joseph obeyed what God commanded.   

 Doing what God commands is the ultimate, decisive human response to the word of God 

spoken in Holy Scripture and in Jesus. As we read from the letter of James: Remember, (the message 

of God) is a message to obey, not just to listen to.  If you don’t obey, you are only fooling yourself.  For if 

you just listen and don’t obey, it is like looking at your face in a mirror but doing nothing to improve 

your appearance. You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look life.  But if you keep looking 

steadily into God’s perfect law—the law that sets you free—and if you do what it says and don’t forget 

what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it.” (James 1:22-25 NLT) 

 If there is any one thing for which Joseph should always be remembered as regards his place 

in the story of God’s coming in Jesus, it is for his obedience to what God said. God said, take Mary as 

your wife, and Joseph did. God said, call the baby Jesus, and Joseph did. A little later in the story God 

said, take Mary and Jesus and go to Egypt because Herod plans to destroy the child, and Joseph did.  

Sometime later, while in Egypt, God said, take Mary and the child and go back to the land of Israel 

for those who sought Jesus’ life are dead, and Joseph did. While God’s word was particular to Joseph 

and to the birth of Jesus—a word unlike what any other person will ever hear, Joseph’s life 

nevertheless exhibited what remains the right human response to what God has said, and that is to 

obey what God commands!   

 Notice several characteristics about Joseph’s obedience: Joseph acted quickly and directly 

to do as God commanded him.  When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him… No negotiating, no stipulations, no conditions, no procrastination, no pretending 

to not hear or understand.  Joseph’s immediate obedience proved that he heard God, believed God, 

and was confident in God.   

 Note SECOND that Joseph’s obedience to what God said resulted in the outcome God 

planned. I personally find it amazing that God would choose to use the likes of me to accomplish 

His will, OR, to use you. God certainly does not need us to do anything.  God could have brought 

Jesus into the world without Joseph or Mary; God could have transported the whole family 

supernaturally, instantly, to Egypt and back again to the land of Israel whenever He wanted, 

however He wanted. God could have shouted the name “Jesus” from heavens over the baby without 

having commanded Joseph to name him. But God didn’t. God chose to accomplish all of these things 

and more through His people.  How positively amazing yet integral to God’s plans and purposes is 

your obedience and mine.   

 Note THIRDLY that Joseph’s obedience had significant implications not only for Joseph 

and Mary in the moment, but for all of God’s people, forever. Joseph’s obedience to take Mary as 

his wife, and name the baby Jesus, and flee to Egypt and then return to Nazareth were all part of a 

much larger plan that God Almighty had sovereignly determined before the foundations of the 

earth. God’s prophets, a long time before Joseph existed, announced how the name, Jesus, and the 

place of Nazareth and Bethlehem and Egypt, would all be a necessary part of the identity and role of 

Jesus as Messiah and Savior. Joseph’s obedience to what God commanded him in the moment was 
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not only about Joseph and the immediate context.  It was also about what God had been doing and 

was going to do, all the way to and including us today, here and now.  

 The wider and longer implication of your obedience and mine to what God commands us is 

of similar consequence. Your obedience to what God commands is not only about you and about 

your life today.  Your obedience to God and to His will for your life has significance for all of God’s 

people and all of God’s plan. And it is a most glorious thing! 

 There is the greatest, life-changing importance and necessity, to your hearing, believing, 

having confidence in, and obeying what God has said.  God has spoken, uniquely and specifically 

in the person of Jesus—God has spoken for the forgiveness of your sin, and for the blessing of your 

salvation. So, HEAR the word of the Lord. Hear it not just with your ears, but apprehend it with your 

mind and heart, which happens when you BELIEVE in Jesus for eternal life.  BE CONFIDENT then in 

Jesus and His word. In your daily life; take steps in the direction of the life and the way of living that 

God has said in His word is the life He planned and revealed in Jesus for His own to live. And then, 

OBEY what God commands. Follow His words. Comply moment to moment with what God has said 

is the life followers of Jesus are to live. Be doers of the Word, and not hearers only. 

 This is how to respond today to God’s coming in Jesus: Hear what God has spoken! Believe 

in Jesus for what God has promised! Be confident in Jesus for what God has revealed! Obey 

what the Lord commands! God help us to live this way, and to God be the glory.  Amen. 


