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 The most important thing you can ever do in this life is to respond to God who came to us in 

Jesus! God’s coming in Jesus is what Christmas is all about. That truth, however, is so easily lost, 

even in our Christmas merry-making. 

 Yet, the incarnation of God remains the central truth of the Christian faith. God did not create 

and then abandon His creation to make and do life as best as they can.  God is not silent. Rather, God 

spoke.  God revealed both Himself and His will through His word spoken, written, and finally made 

flesh—in Jesus. God Almighty took the gracious initiative to fully reveal Himself and His will to His 

creation.  

 In doing this God revealed that knowing Him is not about us working our way to merit God, 

but rather is about God entering where we live and work and relate and struggle, to save us. In Jesus 

God got right in the space and in the face of His creatures with who He is and what His will is for life.  

Hearing what Jesus said is hearing God the Father.  It is necessary to “hear what God has said” to 

know God and do His will. But it is not just to hear with our ears. It is to apprehend with heart and 

mind, which according to the bible is to believe.   

 The Bible clearly teaches the necessity of believing what God has said.  The Bible clearly 

teaches the necessity of believing in Jesus for eternal life. We talked about the necessity of this belief 

in last Sunday’s message. Some today would argue that belief is not necessary; that “if God for you is 

still about a belief, then it’s not truly God.”  But the bible unmistakably teaches that believing in 

Jesus, trusting in Jesus, relying upon Jesus is the only right human response to God and to what God 

has said. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him—in the 

Son—in Jesus—should not perish but have eternal life. 

 And, there is more.  There is more, not in the sense of work for you to do in order to know 

God, but more in the sense of how believing in Jesus for eternal life plays out every day. Believers 

live confident in what God has revealed. Belief in Jesus plays out in a life of trustful 

submission to God’s ways and will. 

 Sad to say, but I think we live at a time when the confidence of Christians is terribly low. By 

that I mean Christians are not living and demonstrating the confident hope born of faith in God and 

in the kingdom of His Son Jesus. It seems Christians are living embarrassed.  What we affirm and 

profess in the sanctuary on Sundays is not finding daily expression in the world.  A lot of Christians 

are living afraid, weak, and uncertain. On those occasions when danger and terror are played out on 

the world’s stage, I’m not sure the Christian response reflects the hope of God’s kingdom already 

come and coming still in Jesus. Christians seem to despair as much as the next person. And sadly a 

lot of Christians can be really mean and arrogant in the face of uncertain and dangerous times, 

trying to force by our own hand what we think God is slow to resolve on His own as regards 

bringing about moral and political rightness in our country.   

 In my personal devotions recently, one person described the situation this way:  “Many 

people look around at our society and are worried about the direction our country is headed.  But I 

look around and see opportunity.  I see a nation in need of the light of the gospel.  I see a flood of 

immigrants coming into the United States that gives us a chance to fulfill the Great Commission in 

our own backyard.  I see an opportune moment that God has given the North American church.  Will 

we shrink back in fear, or will we seize this moment? The (Bible says that the) church is not 

composed of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith (Heb. 10:39). Our 

churches must recover this confidence and move from “shrinking back” to “sending forth.” We must 

avoid the ease of measuring success by seating capacity and view ministry success more by sending 

capacity.  Seating capacity is comfortable.  It’s safe.  But sending capacity is risky and frightening.  

Seating capacity make the churches’ leaders look important.  But sending capacity makes the 

mission and Jesus look important.” (Dr. J.D. Greear pastor, Tabletalk, December 2015, p. 38) 
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 When you consider not shrinking back but living in trustful, confident submission to God’s 

ways and will, you have to think of Mary, the mother of Jesus, and her response to the angel’s 

visitation and announcement that she would birth the Savior, Jesus.  The angel of God said to Mary, 

“Greetings O favored one, the Lord is with you…Do not be afraid Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. And behold you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He 

will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne 

of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be 

no end.” 

 Mary and Joseph were in a betrothal period in their relationship when God’s messenger 

came to Mary.  They were about as close to being married as they could be but without the official 

ceremony of marriage and without the physical intimacy reserved for marriage.  MacArthur - 

“Jewish betrothal was as binding as modern marriage. A divorce was necessary to terminate the 

betrothal.  Betrothed couples were regarded legally as husband and wife—even before their 

physical union.”  

 There are a whole lot of things in the angel’s announcement worthy of exploration and 

preaching, but for our purpose this morning let’s think about it in terms of Mary hearing and 

responding to what God said.  This was a startling revelation of God’s will and purpose for Mary: 

“Mary, a baby will be conceived in you that will be the long awaited and promised Messiah.”  The 

angel might as well have continued to say: “And I know because of your betrothal to Joseph that 

being pregnant will put you in a potentially embarrassing position.  I know this will look like 

adultery, and that you will be at risk to be punished by stoning, but don’t be afraid…” These things 

were real possibilities for Mary in the light of what God had said was to happen to her.  Would she 

shrink back, or be sent forth?   

 Mary’s first response was a question: “How shall this be, since I am a virgin?” Mary’s question 

reveals that she understood exactly what the angel said—she understood that a baby was going to 

be conceived in her without Joseph, or for that matter, without any human father. It’s interesting to 

note that while the angel Gabriel had rebuked the priest Zechariah for his questioning the angel’s 

announcement that his wife, Elizabeth, would conceive John the Baptist, who would be the 

predecessor of Mary’s baby—while the angel rebuked Zechariah for doubting instead of believing, 

the angel did not similarly rebuke Mary for her question.  Because Mary’s question was not an 

expression of unbelief, but rather of her wonder/her surprise.  Zechariah’s question expressed his 

unbelief that God could accomplish what Zechariah thought to be insurmountable problems related 

to his wife having a baby.  Zechariah’s unbelief essentially said to God “prove it to me.” Mary’s 

question was not of unbelief, but of wonder and amazement that God would do such a thing in her.  

Her question was not an unbelieving demand for proof, but rather an admiring, awe-filled “explain 

it to me, God… How shall this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 Well, as the record of Luke indicates, the angel of the Lord did explain it: The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be 

impossible with God. 

 Now again, there’s a lot to ponder in these words, but simply consider hearing what God said 

to Mary through His angel, Gabriel. It was a remarkable word from God!... that a supernatural-Holy-

Spirit-caused-conception of a baby  would occur in Mary’s womb. That this baby would be called the 

Son of God—for nothing is impossible with God. What in the world do you say and do after hearing 

such a word from God as this?  “Sure God; no problem. Let’s get right on with it. I’m happy to accept 

and comply with your will regardless of how potentially embarrassing and dangerous this might 

be.”  
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 Now granted, God’s word to Mary is a unique word.  What God declared to her about Himself 

and His will in the birth of this baby conceived in her is not something that would ever be revealed 

again to any other.  But isn’t it true that there is a lot of what God has disclosed about Himself and 

His will for us in His word, that from time to time, from a human perspective, is just as astounding 

to us? And this was certainly one of those times for Mary!  Would she shrink back, or be sent forth? 

 God’s ways do often exceed our understanding. God’s word in the Bible is full of 

extraordinary things.  We read them, we hear them. We even profess to believe them. But, do we 

live them? Do we work and relate according to them? Does the word of God drive us?  Are we living 

out what we profess to believe? Do we shrink back, or do we go sent forth? 

 To the amazing things God had said to Mary, via the angel Gabriel, about His will and 

purpose for her, Mary responded: Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to 

your word. Mary not only believed what God said, but Mary’s life exhibited Mary’s belief. Let it be to 

me according to your word. Mary did not shrink back; Mary’s response expressed confidence in 

what God had revealed. Mary did not shrink back but willingly and graciously went forth in 

the way and will of God. Mary’s response: let it be to me according to your word, indicated that not 

only did she hear what God had said, not only did she believe God to do what He was promising to 

do, but Mary’s response said “I’m in; I’m going to act, I’m going to live my life, I’m going to go from 

this time trusting God to execute precisely the things He has revealed.  I’m going to be confident in 

what God has promised. I’m going to take God at His word!”  

 God means for our believing in Him to be visible, to be noticeable, observable, to not only 

transform us, but to inform and govern our thoughts and emotions, all of life. I think this is what 

Mary shows us in her response to God.  She heard and believed, and then went forth—she lived as 

one sent, confident that God would do what God had said.   

 What immediately followed in Luke’s report is that Mary went with haste to visit her relative, 

Elizabeth, who was also with the child, who would be John the Baptist. It would appear that Mary 

left quickly after the announcement from the angel. This too is noteworthy in the sense that there 

would have been little if any evidence that Mary was with child as God said would happen in her.  

But she went immediately to Elizabeth on the basis of what God had said.  

 VS39-45 report the visit between Mary and Elizabeth. Again there is much here that we 

could consider about these two women: their connection to the kingly line of David, as well as to the 

priestly line of Aaron, both being significant for the birth of Messiah.  But note that Mary’s going 

quickly and directly to Elizabeth after what God had said to her evidences her belief. There could 

hardly have been any confirmation in Mary of what God had said. She wasn’t showing pregnancy.  

But Mary’s response: let it be to me according to your word—Mary’s confidence in what God had 

said and she believed meant living in the light of God’s revealed truth. It meant behaving, taking 

steps in the direction of what God had said would be.   

 Mary’s visit to Elizabeth was steps of faith that God then wonderfully confirmed along the 

way. God wonderfully confirmed for Mary the truth of what His angel had told her, for upon 

greeting Elizabeth, the Bible reports that at the sound of Mary’s voice, John the Baptist in the womb 

of Elizabeth leaped for joy! And then Elizabeth went on to say to Mary, Blessed is she who believed 

that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord. ||: Beloved, God always 

has ways to validate the truth of what He has promised and revealed, as we act upon the belief in 

Him and His word we profess:|| 

 Not only was Mary’s professed belief evident and confirmed at her visit with Elizabeth, but it 

was also evident in her relationship with God.  In VS46-56 are the words of the song that Mary sang 

in worship of God. Again, there is much to consider in the text of this song that today we call the 

Magnificat, so named for the Latin translation of the opening phrase: “My soul magnifies the Lord,…” 

But for our purpose, see in the song and in Mary’s worship of God yet more proof of Mary’s 

confidence in what she heard from God and believed.  
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 How amazing, and instructive to us, that in such a short period of time after the startling 

visitation and message from the angel, and with very little tangible confirmation of the truth of what 

God had said, Mary nonetheless lifted up her voice in praise and exaltation of God and His 

faithfulness.  Mary confidently exhibited her belief in what God had said. She sang praise to God: He 

has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; he has 

brought down the mighty from their throne and exalted those of humble estate; he has filled the 

hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has helped his servant Israel in 

remembrances of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever. 

 Such confidence is born of believing God and His word! A powerful Gospel life and witness, 

sorely needed today, will result from Christians, not mustering-up self-confidence. Confident hope 

is not self-made.  Confident hope is the glorious outcome of believing in Jesus for eternal life! To all 

who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God (Jn. 1:12). 

 God, help us to so confidently live in trustful submission to your ways and will made fully 

and wonderfully known to us in Jesus. Let it be to us, Lord, according to your word.  To God be the 

glory.  Amen.  


