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 Last Sunday we spent some time in various places of God’s word, making note of the glorious truth 

that God is not silent.  God has spoken! God has made Himself and His will known. At Creation, God not 

only spoke everything into being from nothing, but then God addressed Adam and Eve saying to them, be 

fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.” (Gen 1:28) God and His will was proclaimed and continued to be 

proclaimed until the pinnacle of God’s revelation was made when the Word that was with God and was 

God, became flesh and dwelled among us. The greatest thing God ever said for His creatures to hear and 

respond to is JESUS!   

 The coming of Jesus made hearing God personal. In Jesus, God Almighty got right in the space and 

in the face of His creatures with the saving purpose that He intended His people to know.  Throughout the 

entirety of His earthly ministry, Jesus made it clear that hearing Him was hearing God the Father. Jesus 

said, as recorded in John’s Gospel: For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me 

has himself given me a commandment—what to say and what to speak. And I know that his commandment 

is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me. (John 12:48-50) 

 The words of Jesus are the words of God the Father.  Christianity did not make up Jesus and His 

particular mission for its own purposes.  A group of Christian scholars did not decide to make Christianity 

distinct from all other religions in that Jesus of Nazareth would be a necessary middle-man between God 

and humanity. No! As we just heard from John’s Gospel: God the Father who sent Jesus has himself given 

Jesus a commandment—what to say and what to speak. (12:49) 

 In other words, God no longer would make thunderous speeches from a mountain. God would not 

call from a bush that appeared to burn with fire but was not consumed. God would no longer speak from 

clouds regarding the identity of His Son.  No.  The Creator, God Almighty spoke fully and finally in and 

through Jesus. God determined to take on human flesh and come right into the creation God had made, to 

be God incarnate—God in-fleshed, for our salvation!  This is the uniqueness of the Gospel—that God came 

in Jesus to be the Savior—not that people by self-effort become good enough to merit God.  God 

reconciled us to Himself by coming to us in our flesh to deliver us from sin and gift us with salvation. This 

is the wonder, the glory, the uniqueness of the Christian faith.  

 The response to this Gospel—this Good News begins with hearing it, not just with your ears, but to 

apprehend it with heart and mind, which according to the bible is by an act of belief.  Jesus said: For God 

so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 

eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 

might be saved through him.  Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  (John 3: 16-18) If it 

can be said that the words: “and God said” describe God’s primary operating system—the epitome being 

when God’s Word became flesh in Jesus, then the words “believe in Him—in Jesus,” describe the necessary 

human response.  

 There are three major things to consider as regards the human response of belief to God: 

The FIRST is that the Bible teaches the necessity, and I think the primacy of believing.  Not 

“reasoning,” although that is part of knowing God. Not “feeling,” although that is part of knowing God. And 

not “knowing,” although that too is part of knowing God.  But “believing.”  

 God’s word speaks clearly of the necessity of believing: And Abraham believed the LORD, and the 

Lord counted it to him as righteousness.  (Genesis 15:6) And Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, Judah 

and inhabitants of Jerusalem! Believe in the Lord your God, and you will be established…” (2 Chron 20:20) 
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But to all who did receive Jesus, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God…”  

(John 1:12) If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in Your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved.  (Romans 10:9) Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been 

born of God,… (1 John 5:1) 

 This word: “believe” means “to be persuaded of, to place confidence in; it means to trust; it 

signifies reliance upon, not merely acceptance of.”  If we consider just the writers of the NT Gospels: 

Matthew used the verb “to believe” ten times, Mark ten, Luke nine, and John ninety-nine times. 

Throughout Holy Scripture what God has spoken and promised His people about His salvation is to be 

believed.  

 Now, not everyone affirms the necessity of believing as the response to God. Listen to this: “God… 

the essence of all consciousness…is not something to believe… God is a feeling experience, not a believing 

experience. And, in fact, if your religion is a believing experience… if God for you is still about a belief, 

then it’s not truly God.” Oprah said that!  God is a feeling experience, not a believing experience… If your 

religion is a believing experience… if God for you is still about a belief, then it’s not truly God.  

 Well, Oprah’s wrong! Jesus, who God sent to reveal God, said as regards the way to know God and 

to have life in Him, Jesus said: For God so loved the world that He gave his only Son, that whoever BELIEVES 

in the Son—in Jesus should not perish but have eternal life. It does not say, that whoever feels… imagines… 

achieves God shall not perish but have eternal life. Rather, “whoever BELIEVES in Jesus should not perish 

but have eternal life.” I have always appreciated the way the Amplified Bible expounds on the word 

“believe” in this phrase. It reads: so that whoever believes (trusts in, clings to, and relies on) Jesus, shall not 

perish (not come to destruction, not be lost) but have eternal (everlasting) life.   

 Oprah and others may think it no big deal to not believe, but the Bible says otherwise.  Jesus went 

so far to say that whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of 

the only Son of God.   

 In one of his sermons Charles Spurgeon said it this way:  “When I read ‘whoever does not believe 

stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son,’ I affirm, and 

the Word declares (that) unbelief is a sin.  Surely with rational and unbiased persons, it cannot require 

any reasoning to prove it. Is it not sin for a creature to doubt the word of its Maker?  Is it not a crime and 

an insult to the Divinity, for me, an atom, a particle of dust, to dare to deny his words?  Is it not the very 

summit of arrogance and extremity of pride for the Son of Adam to say, even in his heart, ‘God I doubt 

your grace; God I doubt your love, God I doubt your power?’ Oh! Dear friends believe me, if you could roll 

all sins into one mass—if you could take murder, and blasphemy, and lust, adultery, and fornication, and 

everything that is vile and unite them all into one vast ball of filthy corruption, they would not, even then, 

equal the sin of unbelief. This is the king of all sins, the epitome of guilt; the mixture of the venom of all 

crimes; the dregs of the wine of Gomorrah; it is the number one sin, the masterpiece of Satan, the chief 

work of the devil.”   

 Unbelief!...  Now, every honest Christian is confronted with unbelief at various times throughout 

life. It can be brought on by the simplest, or by the most complex of things. Remember Peter, who while 

walking on water as Jesus had commanded him began in a moment, in the midst of his success, to look at 

the waves and the winds of the storm around him, and began to sink. Looking away from Jesus for but an 

instant, unbelief swept over Peter such that he could no longer do what Jesus had commanded him to do. 

Doubt invaded his thoughts and Peter began to drown, until Jesus mercifully and immediately reached 

out and took hold of him. (Mt 14:22-33) 
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 Remember Zechariah, ministering in the temple one day, when he heard what God spoke 

regarding the baby to be born to his wife, Elizabeth—the baby John the Baptist, who would be the 

forerunner of the promised Messiah, Jesus. What a glorious word to finally hear from God after hundreds 

of years of waiting for God’s deliverer to come. Yet, what Zechariah heard God say, Zechariah did not 

believe. Zechariah thought his life condition and that of his wife too problematic for God to do what God 

had said he was going to do.  Zecharaiah thought himself too old and his wife past her prime. Zecharaiah 

heard what God had said, but focused more on personal circumstances. He did not believe God. He 

wanted a sign. Zechariah unbelievingly asked, “How shall I know this?” The angel of the Lord answered 

Zechariah, “behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because 

you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.  (Lk 1:20) And that’s exactly what 

happened. Zechariah was made silent until his son John was born. 

 Sometimes in subtle and gradual ways; sometimes by an overwhelming onslaught, among the 

Enemy’s tactics is to assault the Christian with unbelief.  Every Christian is confronted with it, and must 

with God’s help continuously and ardently fight against it.  To respond to what God has said, the Bible 

teaches the necessity of believing. 

 SECOND: The Bible teaches the necessity of believing in Jesus. We have already spoken some 

about this, but it can never be said too often: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son that 

whoever believes IN HIM—IN JESUS, should not perish but have eternal life. Elsewhere in the Bible it says: 

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we 

must be saved. (Acts 4:12) According to what God has spoken, life is eternal, on the basis of whoever 

believes in Jesus! Outside of belief in Jesus is life that perishes. Again, this is not because some guru or 

prophet, historian, scholar, or theologian said so, but because God Himself declared it to be this way.  

 To respond to what God has declared, believe and believe particularly in Jesus.  The specificity of 

belief in Jesus is evident in the language of the bible verse.  The preposition “that whoever believes IN 

Him—IN Jesus”—is literally “believes INTO Jesus.” Webster defines “into” to mean “to the midst or depths 

of.”  The Greek word means “as far as, or to the extent of.”  “For God so loved the world that he gave his 

only Son Jesus that whoever believes “to the depths of Jesus”/ “to the full extent of Jesus”. 

 So Christian, how in your life are you moving into the depths of Jesus?  Mark Dever, pastor of 

Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington DC wrote: “The belief that Jesus (commands) is not a mere 

mental assent; it is believing in and fully relying on the Good News of salvation.  We must come to grips 

with the fact that we are unable to satisfy God’s demands on us no matter how morally we live.  We 

shouldn’t end up trusting a little in ourselves and a little in God; we should come to realize that we must 

rely on God fully, to trust in Christ alone for our salvation.”  (Nine Marks of a Healthy Church, p.77,78) 

 So to respond to what God has said, the Bible teaches (1) the necessity of believing, and (2) the 

necessity of believing in Jesus, and (3) the necessity of believing in Jesus for eternal life.  …That 

whoever believes in the Son of God, Jesus, shall not perish but have eternal life…  

 Whenever you believe and exercise trust into Jesus, your life-position is forever changed.  This is 

the only way that your life position is ultimately changed God-ward. You cannot will this change to be. 

You cannot bargain it to exist. You cannot buy it, win it, work it, imagine it, or feel it into existence. Belief 

into Jesus changes your life position forever.  There is forgiveness of sin and freedom from sin’s penalty, 

for life everlasting.  You are a new creation! All of the things, past, present, and future, by which you 

offend God, and for which you deserve God’s punishing wrath, believing into Jesus, you are no longer in 

the state of spiritually perishing, you are no longer condemned, but instead have eternal life. Hendriksen 
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– “the one who abides in Christ is in the eyes of God without guilt.  No sentence of condemnation is ever 

read against you again.” 

 The bonds, whatever they may be the result of sin, are broken.  You no longer have to pretend, or 

hide, or lie.  You can come out from shame and guilt. You can begin again. In Christ Jesus, your life-

position is one of everlasting life the moment you believe in Him! Yes, the wages of sin is death, Paul 

wrote.  But this wage is not ultimately paid to the one believing in Jesus.  Yes, your body will cease to 

function. You will die—It is appointed that everyone die once (Heb 9:27).  But believing into Jesus, at death 

your spirit goes immediately to the glories of God’s presence to live forever with Him. There is no other 

hope like this.  There is no other life like this. There is no more glorious salvation! 

 In response to what God has said and done, the Bible teaches the necessity of believing… 

the necessity of believing in Jesus…the necessity of believing in Jesus for eternal life.  

 Don’t go another moment without professing this belief in what God has said and done.  Admit to 

God your sin and need for His salvation. Profess to God your belief in Jesus and in His provision for your 

salvation.  Then, begin to follow and serve Jesus, moment to moment, day by day, walking in the light of 

God and His word to you.  If you have already believed in Jesus, then keep going deeper into Jesus—

deeper into believing Him and His salvation accomplished for you.  All glory and thanks be to God! 


