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 As we begin this year’s journey toward the celebration of the birth of Jesus, we do so amidst a 

significant increased level of worldwide angst. It seems lately that every day includes an announcement 

of some tragic event that has touched people’s lives. No one appears to be exempt. No place seems 

untouchable. And if it’s not a particularly harmful event that’s happened, it is a subtle yet perturbing 

disruption caused by a heightened prospect that something bad might happen.  

 I don’t know how much or little this reality presses upon you and your daily life, but I have to 

think that we are generally mindful of this angst around us that didn’t use to be there. More frequently 

we are being urged to beware of our surroundings, to look and report anyone or anything that seems out 

of place or suspicious. There is a heightened caution that is seeping into most everything we do, and the 

places we go.  

 I want to declare this morning, in the midst of this seemingly increased anxiety and fear—I want 

to declare the good news of the incarnation of God in the person of Jesus, which we, the church begin to 

celebrate in Advent. God has come!  God has spoken! God took on human flesh and came right to where 

we live in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. Now is the time to once more grab hold of this marvelous truth 

of the Christian faith we profess, and live out its implications in a world gone crazy. Now is the time to 

rejoice in knowing the Creator God, who is not distant and aloof from all of these current realities, but 

came in Jesus to be “God with us”, and still comes in the power of His word and Spirit. Now is the time to 

remember again these words: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was 

without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 

the face of the waters.  And God said… (Gen. 1:1-3) 

  Remember those three little words and rejoice! For among many things, these words disclose 

God’s primary operating system.  And God said…The Creator, Almighty God spoke! When nothing was, 

God spoke, and everything came to be. God is not silent.  The bible text does not say, In the beginning, God 

created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of 

the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.  And God DID this and that… It does 

not say And God WROTE this and that, OR that God MADE this and that…   It says first: And God SAID, ‘Let 

there be…,’ and there was... God spoke into being all that came to be. God disclosed Himself and His will by 

verbal decree.  

  A little later in that same first chapter of Genesis, we read that God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And God SAID 

to them, be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth… God not only spoke creation into being, but God spoke 

to the people He created; God addressed Adam and Eve, and thereby orchestrated their purpose: God said 

to them, be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth… In this opening chapter of The Bible it is recorded 

eleven times that GOD SAID. 

 Is it any wonder in the light of the account of God creating and revealing Himself and His will to 

His people by spoken word—is it any wonder that God’s whole redemptive story is filled with 

proclamation? 

 For example: On the occasion when Moses called God’s people together to give them the Ten 

Commandments, Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, “Hear, O Israel,  the statutes and the rules 

that I speak in your hearing today, and you shall learn them and be careful to do them. The Lord our God 

made a covenant with us in Horeb. Not with our fathers did the Lord make this covenant, but with us, who 

are all of us here alive today. The Lord SPOKE with you face to face at the mountain, out of the midst of the 

fire, while I stood between the Lord and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the Lord.” (Deut. 5:1-

5) What we understand in the Ten Commandments to be the revelation of God’s moral law; God SPOKE it 

through Moses to and for the people.  
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 A little later in the same book of Deuteronomy, Moses continued to instruct God’s people with 

what has become known as the great confession of Israel’s faith. It begins again with the phrase: “Hear, O 

Israel…” This verse of Scripture is known as the shema, which is Hebrew for the first word “hear.”  H-e-a-

r.  Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your might. (6:4,5)  The word “one” by the way does not mean “singleness”, 

but “unity.”  The Lord is one… We understand the God of Holy Scripture is “one” in the “unity” of Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 

 These words convey some of the most important and profound truths of the Judeo-Christian faith, 

both in the truth they proclaim about the nature of God, and in the truth they proclaim about the nature 

of a right response to God.   

 …Eventually—and this is how God speaking and our hearing connects with Advent—eventually, 

the Word of God became flesh!  God’s nature and God’s will put on human skin in the person of Jesus, sent 

by God to be God with us.  The necessity of hearing God was not finished, but gloriously elevated right to 

where we live in the birth of Jesus, the God-man. 

 Remember the story of the Transfiguration of Jesus?  It is the occasion when Jesus took three of his 

disciples, Peter and John and James, up on a mountain to pray.  While they were there, God rolled back 

the curtain so to speak and gave Peter, John, and James a peak into the perfect glory of God that was 

manifested in Jesus—the appearance of Jesus’ face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. (Lk 

9:29) On that occasion, Moses and Elijah, representatives of God’s law and prophets, appeared as 

attendees to this little gathering.  Peter, you will remember, wanted to set up tents so that the experience 

would continue indefinitely. But a cloud eventually overshadowed the whole scene, and the scripture 

records the following: that a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One…  And then 

do you know what God said next? Listen to him!  It’s almost as if what we have in the Transfiguration of 

Jesus is the New Testament version of the “shema”! “Listen to him,” God said. “Hear, what my Son will 

disclose to you about me and my will for life.”  

 As we begin the Advent season—a season of repentance and renewal, of making ready to celebrate 

the coming of God in Jesus, consider again the importance of hearing God.  The place and importance of 

hearing God speak stretches through the entirety of Holy Scripture, for even in the vision of John at the 

end of the New Testament, in letters written to seven churches, those letters all end with the same 

phrase: He who has an ear, let him HEAR what the Spirit says to the churches. So, how’s your hearing of 

God? Are you listening?  

 To hear God, in the sense of how Holy Scripture instructs God’s people, means more than to 

receive the sound waves of vowels and consonants beating on our ear drums.  The word in the phrase: 

“Hear, O Israel” – “shema,” refers not only to hearing sounds, but includes in its meaning a sense of 

perception. It is to hear with understanding. The word embraces both physical hearing and the 

apprehension of something with the mind. There is in the word “to hear” the idea of it being accompanied 

by obedience.  

 So when Moses conveyed the word of the Lord to God’s people: Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, 

the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

might (Deut. 6:4,5), God was commanding His people not only to hear with their ears, but to respond with 

their lives in obedience.  Evidence that the people had heard regarding the unique oneness of God was to 

be seen in how they lived their lives in obedience to God. But it all starts with hearing what God had 

spoken.  

 Now, the way we understand hearing the word of God today is through the reading and teaching 

and preaching of God’s word in Holy Scripture and its application to our lives by the ministry of the Holy 

Spirit. The Apostle Paul explained it this way: So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word 

of Christ. (Rom 10:17) So, how’s your hearing of God?  Are you taking up the word of God to read?  Are 

you consistently sitting under biblically faithful teaching and preaching of God’s word? Living life amidst 
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current angst is most faithfully lived hearing what God has spoken.  Advent is a wonderful time to 

improve your hearing God speak! 

 The shepherds who heard the birth announcement of Jesus from angels, and then traveled to 

Bethlehem to see the newborn Savior, eventually returned to their lives and to their work, the scriptures 

says, “glorifying and praising God for all they had HEARD and seen, as it had been told them. (Lk 2:20)  So, 

why not you and me too!  

 In the early days of the Christian Church, Peter and John were arrested at one point and essentially 

instructed not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus.  But Peter and John answered them, ‘Whether it 

is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of 

what we have seen and HEARD.’” (Acts 4:18-20) So, why not you and me too! 

 The Apostle Paul, having been arrested in the temple in Jerusalem on one occasion, explained his 

behavior by affirming the purpose of God calling him to be a witness of what he had seen and HEARD of 

Jesus, the Righteous One. (Acts 22:14,15) So, why not you and me too! 

 Beloved, Christians will love the unlovable, we will not fear in the face of surrounding chaos, we 

will speak of eternal things and the coming culmination of the Kingdom of God, we will speak truthfully 

and rationally into the chaos of our time, as we HEAR with our ears and believe in our hearts that God has 

come in Jesus and is coming still.  

 Certainly our sinful condition explains occasions of our selective hearing to the things of God and 

His word.  It doesn’t help that the space between our ears is continuously bombarded and crammed full 

with worldly verbiage and tunes.  So many voices call to us and lure us and instruct us about loyalty, and 

activities, and use of our time. It’s challenging to hear the word God has spoken among the cacophony of 

the day.  

 You may remember the story of Samuel… brought to the temple as a child by his mother Hannah 

to minister to the Lord in the presence of Eli the priest. While sleeping one night Samuel heard his name 

being called, and went to Eli thinking that Eli had called.  But it was not Eli calling Samuel. This happened 

on three different occasions and each time Samuel went to Eli. You see, we are not inclined in our natural, 

sinful self to hear or recognize the voice of God. Eventually Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the 

young man, and told Samuel that the next time he heard his name called to say: speak Lord, for your 

servant hears… (1 Sam. 3:10) 

 How ready are you to hear what God has spoken? I’m not talking about a mystical, dream-like 

encounter with God.  I’m talking about hearing what God has said and continues to say to His people 

through His Word written and made flesh in Jesus.  How is your readiness to hear God? Too busy?  Too 

preoccupied with other people and things? Working too much? Rarely read the Bible; seldom quiet and 

still before God?  Enamored more with the ways and things and words of this world?  There is no internal 

or external human condition that can ultimately prohibit the in-breaking of God and His word.  But listen 

to what Jesus specifically told disciples:  Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him 

who sent me has eternal life.  He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life. (John 5:24)  

 Life as God intends His own to live is premised upon hearing what God has spoken. It includes two 

specific and I believe deliberate and repeated actions.  FIRST, it is an undeserved and unmerited action of 

God, who sovereignly, graciously, and mercifully, by his Word and Spirit, awakens and enlivens the 

human spirit dead and deaf in sin. And if you don’t believe God’s Word powerful enough to do that, 

consider what Jesus said as recorded in John’s Gospel: that even the dead will hear the voice of the Son of 

God and live (5:25).  The truth of those words is evident in the record of the raising of Lazarus, when at 

the call and command of Jesus, a dead and buried Lazarus heard and came out from the grave.  Only God 

and the power of God’s word creates life where there is spiritual death and deafness. There are numerous 

times when the word of Jesus healed, liberated, forgave, raised to life, and overruled the elements of 

nature.  
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 So, to what words do you most listen? Whose words are you listening to the most into your life?  

Consider if you will your time spent on Facebook and/or with a newspaper or magazine in hand, and 

your time spent hearing the word of God in Holy Scripture.  Who or what are you hearing the most? 

 The SECOND action relative to hearing God is an action of you and God.  God’s word often instructs 

us: “He who has ears to hear let him hear.” (Mt 11:15) OR “Hear and understand” (Mt 15:10) OR “Take heed 

what you hear.” (Mk 4:24) The fact that God awakens hearing and understanding and believing does not 

mean that you are excluded from giving your attention again and again, to God and to the things God has 

said.  What that particularly means in these days may be that you and I must step away from the 

computer, stop the incessant, over-the-top texting, tweeting, face-booking that consumes people.   Turn 

off the television; skip the news once in awhile.  Rethink your schedule; lessen your over-commitment, 

and “listen to the word of the Lord.” 

 Why not you and me this advent season?! Face the prospects of increasing angst in this world with 

the perpetual and glorious truth that God has spoken.  God’s word became flesh and dwelled among us in 

Jesus.  May the blessing of God’s sovereign, gracious, and merciful Word, written and come in Jesus,  

capture our attention, enliven our hearts, and lead us anew into the fullness of life in Him.  God, help us to 

hear what You have said and still say. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 

 


