
“Worship That God Accepts”- Heb. 12:28,29 
The Rev. Dr. Jim A. Farrell, Oreland Evangelical Presbyterian Church, November 22, 2015 

 

 I am glad to know and glad to tell you that at the end of running the race of faith is God’s 

kingdom received. Living by faith in Jesus ends with the full and everlasting reign of God over all 

things in heaven and on earth. This kingdom comes to us. It is not accomplished by us; we do not 

make it happen. The kingdom of God is a kingdom received. God establishes the final and complete 

governance of all things under the eternal reign of Jesus. God’s kingdom received is indestructible, 

an absolutely truthful, stable, and secure kingdom. All praise and thanks to God! 

 We talked about this kingdom received last Sunday, but there is more! Certain behavior on 

the part of Christians rightly acknowledges and anticipates the coming of this kingdom. In the light 

of God’s kingdom to be received, something particular is to be happening in every Christian’s life. 

Look again at VS28: Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, AND 

THUS let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.” 

In the light of God’s kingdom being received, acceptable worship with reverence and awe is to be 

offered to God.  This sentence might more clearly read: Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a 

kingdom that cannot be shaken, AND AS A RESULT OF THIS (AS AN OUTCOME, AS A CONSEQUENCE, 

AS A PRODUCT, AS AN EFFECT OF THIS)… offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 

for our God is a consuming fire. 

 It is in the worship of God, that as a Christian I demonstrate that I am running the race of 

faith, that I am running with perseverance, laying aside encumbrances, looking unto Jesus, enduring 

discipline, continuing when I can barely go on, and receiving with gratitude a kingdom that is 

indestructible!  Worship of God says to God, “I’m running the race that you God have set before me 

to run in Christ Jesus that you will one day bring to completion.” This worship of God—this 

rendering of religious service and homage to God is that which is to characterize every follower of 

Jesus.  

 Sadly, in a lot of instances, worship is practiced as one thing among many things meant to 

add positively to a person’s life.  Some people worship because they believe it is a good thing among 

many good things to do.  I’ve heard people talk about worship and church participation like they 

talk about their work or civic associations—that worship is one activity of a lifestyle that equally 

includes many activities and associations. In other words, the worship of God is one of many parts 

of life that I try to fit in here and there along with many other things, rather than the worship of God 

being that which comprehensively characterizes me, and therefore controls all the other things I am 

and do.  The worship of God is NOT meant to be compartmentalized as one activity among others.  

To be a worshipper of the One True God is the ground of being! God saves people in Jesus to make 

them worshippers of Him. And out of that everything else means to flow. 

 How purposeful a career becomes when it is an expression of the worship of God.  How 

fulfilling marriage and family relationships are when they are an expression of the worship of God.  

How satisfying learning is when it is an expression of the worship of God. How celebrated all of life 

is when it is lived out as an expression of the worship of God.  

 When Jesus was tempted by the Devil in the wilderness immediately after his baptism, there 

was only one thing of which Jesus testified as absolutely necessary when the Devil tempted Jesus to 

submit to him:  Jesus quoted the Old Testament and said to the Devil, “You shall worship the Lord 

your God and him only shall you serve.” (Mt 4) Jesus declared the worship of God the context of life. 
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  When the Samaritan woman tried to engage Jesus in a discussion about which mountain was 

the right place to worship, it was in some sense her attempt to compartmentalize the worship of 

God. It would be like us asking whether we should worship in that denomination, in that church, on 

that day, or in this one. Jesus said to the woman, “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the 

true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to 

worship him.  God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4) 

Jesus essentially answered her that worship of God is not about a place and a time.  And how 

interesting that Jesus declared God the Father the seeker in the act of worship.  God the Father is 

seeking worshippers satisfied in Him alone, not for an hour on Sunday, but in spirit and truth, 

always. 

 The worship of God is that to which everything in life moves, and from which everything in 

life flows.  And when we don’t get that right; when the worship of God is merely a place and a 

time—an activity on an equal footing with other activities and things, then God is NOT 

acknowledged in His supreme place.  And when God is not honored in His supreme place, what 

results in our lives is what the Bible calls idolatry—the worship of false gods—us giving ourselves 

to one earthly desire and thing after another to God’s displeasure, and ultimately to our demise.  

The worship of God is life’s main thing—not merely by human decision, but because God alone is 

worthy of it and has commanded it, and by His word and Spirit enables it.  Because God has come in 

Jesus to establish an earth-shattering, indestructible kingdom, we worship Him.  

 But this worship that God alone deserves and commands is not to happen in any old way.  

VS28: Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer 

to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.  Worship that is 

acceptable to God is worship with reverence and awe. And the rationale for worshipping this way is: 

for our God is a consuming fire.  

 Note that there is no mention here of style or form of worship. Worship that God accepts is 

worship with reverence and awe. So what is it that these two words mean to the end of making 

worship acceptable to God? 

 Donald Whitney in Give Praise to God, wrote this: “Worshipping God with reverence involves 

viewing the time of worship as more than mere duty or formality, but an actual meeting with God 

himself… I’m mindful of God’s holiness and justice… I worship in the sobering knowledge that… God 

takes no pleasure in a mouth that honors him while the heart and mind are far away…”  

 If worshipping God with reverence means participating in worship as an actual meeting with 

God, then how I arrive and when I arrive for this meeting must be important. Have I come 

breathless into the sanctuary, last minute, hurried, or late? Have I come deliberately, or 

thoughtlessly? Have I come as a participant, or to observe?  Do I actively sing and pray and read and 

follow along in the Scripture, or I am just physically here? If acceptable worship is worship with 

reverence, and if with reverence means I am actually meeting with God himself in all of His 

righteous perfection, holiness and justice, than how I come—my attitude, my preparation, my 

demeanor, my participation matters. And whether or not there are aspects of my life out of sync 

with God and others probably matters too, not to keep me away from meeting God, but to drive me 

to Him for His reconciling & restoring mercy and grace. 
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 It’s interesting that this word “reverence” has as part of its meaning the idea of “blushing” or 

“of being ashamed.”  Now, there’s a difference between understanding that Jesus made the way for 

us to come freely and joyfully into the presence of God, and coming with an attitude that 

communicates the notion that God is blessed to have me in His presence. With reverence, suggests 

not the attitude of the Pharisee who lifted up his head and proudly announced to God in the temple 

one day, I thank you that I am not like other men,… Rather, coming to God with reverence suggests 

more the attitude of the tax collector that same day in the temple, who standing far off, would not 

even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast saying, “God be merciful to me, a sinner!  (Luke 

18:11,13) 

 Perhaps the best indicator of the measure of reverence toward God is the measure of our 

obedience to God. Noah was one of those in chapter 11 commended for living by faith. In CH11 at 

VS7 it reads: By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear 

(this is the same word “reverent” that describes acceptable worship)—in reverent fear (Noah) 

constructed an ark for the saving of his household. Noah’s obedience to God to build an ark as God 

commanded demonstrated Noah’s reverence for God. Noah’s ark-building was worship. 

 “…Let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God 

acceptable worship, with reverence, AND AWE… Worship that God accepts is AWE-FUL!  It is worship 

with a godly fear-full reaction to God’s grace, and God’s glory, and God’s power.  (Pink) – We are 

talking about “to worship God with a lowering of soul, having our minds awed by a sense of the 

infinite majesty of God, our hearts humbled by a consciousness of our vileness and our creaturely 

nothingness.” 

 When I think about worship that is awe-full I have to think of Isaiah’s encounter with God 

(Is. 6) On that occasion, as the glory and magnificence of God filled the temple such that even the 

seraphim covered themselves, Isaiah worshipped God with awe. Isaiah’s response to the presence 

of God recorded in the scripture was this: Woe is me.  For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, 

and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts! 

(Is. 6:5) Imagine that as a response to “how was Sunday worship?” Isaiah’s worship expressed an 

overwhelming sense of his own vileness and creaturely nothingness. Isaiah realized in his natural 

self that he did not belong in the presence God. He understood that his being fell far short of God’s 

holiness before which Isaiah stood in worship. 

 Now it’s very important to understand that Isaiah did not produce this sense of awe. In the 

midst of God’s glorious presence, Isaiah did not say to himself, “I better show God some awe here…” 

Awe is not up to us. Awe is not a mood we create. Awe is what God produces because of who God is.  

What does influence awe is the knowledge of God. The better we know God the more inclined we 

are to be in awe of God. Awe of God happens when the Spirit-softened soul encounters the majestic 

presence of the All-powerful, All-knowing, Every-where-present, God.  That’s what happened to 

Isaiah as he worshipped. He was awe-struck! 

 The fact that reverence and awe are not self-generated is made clear by the last phrase of 

our scripture text, “for our God is a consuming fire.” This is the reason reverence and awe mark 

worship that God accepts: For our God is a consuming fire. (Whitney) – “The better I comprehend 

that our God is a consuming fire, the more I am in awe of God…  The radiant glory of this consuming 

fire dazzles angels without ceasing.  The infinite power of this never-ending fire illuminates heaven 



P a g e  | 4 

 

forever.  When I remember who it is that I worship, worship is awful, that is, as the word originally 

meant, full of awe.” 

 Sadly, there is a casualness these days that invades our worship.  It is perhaps related to the 

fact that we have become such an entertainment-crazed people.  It could also be related to the fact 

that there are fewer things hidden from human experience.  The wonders of technology have 

brought the mysteries of space and the sea, medical procedures, distant lands, the front lines of 

war—almost anything and everything has been brought right into our viewing and experience.  A 

sad outcome of this is that there is very little of life today for which we have any measure of awe; a 

lot of things have been made to appear so common. And so our approach even to God has grown 

casual.  

 But the Bible’s caution is clear: our God is a consuming fire.  These words are taken from the 

OT, from Deut. 4. In Deut. 4 they appear at the end of a section when God cautioned his people of old 

saying to them: Take care, lest you forget the covenant of the Lord your God, which he made with you, 

and make a carved image, the form of anything that the LORD God has forbidden you. For the LORD 

your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God (4:23-24) Of course, we don’t have a problem with rival 

gods these days, right?  Not! 

 I don’t know if you remember but we began this study of these chapters of Hebrews right 

after Easter.  We did that because in the resurrection of Jesus from the dead followers of Jesus 

realize absolutely marvelous benefits.  Among them is the fact that a new and living way has been 

opened for us to come to God.  In the resurrected Jesus we have been brought near to God.  

Hallelujah! 

 And yet the blessedness of this faith-relationship with God through Jesus must never make 

us casual and superficial about God’s majesty and terror.  (Pink) – “Though God has taken His 

redeemed into intimate nearness to himself, yet God requires that they always retain a due 

apprehension of the majesty of His person, the holiness of His nature, the severity of His justice, and 

the ardent jealousy of His worship.” As regards worship that God accepts, (Pink) “the twin graces of 

love and fear, love and fear should be jointly active in the believer… That in view of God’s awful 

wrath, we may have a dread of displeasing Him; that in view of His majesty our hearts may be 

humbled; that in view of His love, we may seek to know, please, and adore him.” (Is. 8:13; Mt 10:28) 

 Beloved, there is the greatest prize at the end of the race of faith. As a matter of fact, in Jesus 

you are even now receiving it—you are receiving the eternal kingdom of God. Yes, the things of the 

world and of this heavenly kingdom are still mixed together. We have seen this mixture painfully 

clear in recent days as horrific events have unfolded around the world.  But we know from God’s 

word that God’s kingdom will be the only kingdom left standing at the end. God’s kingdom is the 

kingdom followers of Jesus will fully receive and finally occupy, forever. 

 In the meantime, worship of God is the way we thank God for this kingdom; worship of God 

is the way we live out this kingdom that is still coming.  Worship with reverence and awe is the way 

we proclaim over and over again our allegiance to God, faith in Jesus, and hope in His coming 

kingdom. May God continually shape and reshape us to know who He is and what He is like: a 

consuming fire, so that our worship of Him is acceptable! To God be the glory!  Amen!  


