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 It would be rather pointless to run a race that has no finish. Imagine if you will hundreds of 

people lined up to begin a race, bending and stretching—doing all the normal things that people do 

before the gun sounds to start the race—imagine all of those people preparing to run to nowhere. I 

doubt many people would run in such a race.  

 So far in Hebrews CH12, as the writer has likened living the Christian life to running a race of 

faith—so far, there has been nothing said about the finish of this race.  He talked about the need for 

endurance, and the necessity of laying aside hindrances. He talked about the need to run in a single 

direction, looking unto Jesus. We’ve heard the writer discuss dealing with difficulty and hardship 

along the way of the race. We’ve heard him put the challenges we face in the larger context of the 

Lord’s discipline, which while difficult for the runner, are nevertheless a necessary part of running 

with endurance. The writer also encouraged the runner who is at the point of exhaustion, the one 

who can barely go on, to keep running. And then last Sunday, we discussed how the race of faith and 

the Lord’s discipline are best understood in the larger context of the worship of God—that living the 

Christian life and everything that is part of it, are not simply events in themselves, but are always 

part of the larger context of our worship of the living God. But we have heard little about the end of 

the race of faith.  I think today’s scripture verses give instruction about the finish, but they do so in a 

rather strange manner. Look first with me at the last two verses of chapter 12, VS28 & 29:  

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God 

acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire.   

 The first point in these last verses is that the race of faith for the Christian culminates in a 

kingdom received.  It ends with the full and everlasting reign of God over all things in heaven and on 

earth. But the writer explains all of that in a rather interesting way to teach us about the nature of 

God’s kingdom.  

 “Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,…”  The kingdom 

of God is a kingdom received.  It is not accomplished by us; we do not make it happen.  It is not 

established by us; it is not built by us alone. Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that 

cannot be shaken,… This kingdom comes to us rather than our coming to it.  Running the race of 

faith is probably the only race in which the finish comes to the runner as opposed to the runner 

coming to the finish. It is a kingdom that has come, and yet is still coming.  Jesus himself said as 

much when he began his earthly ministry saying: The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 

hand; repent and believe in the gospel. (Mk 1:15) Jesus said this because in His coming the kingdom 

of God broke in upon the earth, not to completion, but inaugurated. 

 God also provided the Apostle John, one of the Lord’s disciples, a view of the end, and 

instructed John to write what he saw, which is what we have in the NT book of Revelation.  John 

wrote in Revelation, CH21:1&2: Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride for her husband. 

 What we have here, if you will, is a picture of the finish of the race coming to the runner.  The 

kingdom of God is a kingdom received. It is not that humanity finally achieves it; it is not a utopia 

that humanity eventually creates.  It is a holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God… that we receive. It is the establishment of a final and complete governance of all things, under 

the eternal reign of Jesus. So the kingdom of God is a kingdom received.  

 SECONDLY, (back to Hebrews 12:28), the kingdom of God cannot be shaken.  “Therefore 

let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken,…”  Unlike earthly kingdoms this 

coming kingdom is indestructible, an absolutely stable kingdom.  In the race of faith, Christians will 

receive from God a realm of life that is permanent, unchanging, and eternal.   
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 I don’t know about you, but given the state of the world these days, I long for a realm of life 

that is stable, a rule in life that is unwavering in truth, governance that is absolutely secure.  And 

this is precisely the character of the heavenly kingdom come to earth in Jesus, and fully received at 

the end of the race of faith.  (Pink) – “The kingdom of glory differs from all other kingdoms in that it 

cannot be moved… No internal decays can ruin it; no external opposition shall overthrow it… God 

himself will not remove it.” 

 As regards this coming kingdom, the writer connected it to the spoken word of God, which 

he warned Christians not to ignore. VS25: See to it that you do not refuse him who is speaking… A lot 

of people try to do this as regards various matters of the faith. “I don’t want to think about that. I 

think I’ll just ignore that. I don’t have a position about that.”  Well, no position is a position, and in 

many instances as regards matters of faith no position is a dangerous position. And this is one of 

those instances. VS25: See to it that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape 

when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who 

warns from heaven. 

 This sentence is confusing unless you remember that throughout the letter of Hebrews the 

writer has consistently instructed Christians by comparing and contrasting past belief and practice 

with present life in Christ Jesus.  So as regards this sentence simply do this: For the words “they” 

and “them,” substitute “God’s people of old.” And for the word “we” substitute “followers of Jesus.”    

The him who warned God’s people from earth is a reference to Moses.  The him who warns from 

heaven is God who came from heaven in Jesus, the Christ. So, we could paraphrase verse 25 to read 

like this; “see that you Hebrew Christians do not refuse God who is speaking. For if God’s people 

of old did not escape when they refused Moses who warned them on earth, much less will 

followers of Jesus escape if we reject God who came from heaven in Jesus to warn us.”  

 Week after week, Sunday morning and Sunday evening, you hear the word of God preached 

from this pulpit. Depending upon your age and the length of time you have been attending worship, 

it’s possible that you have heard God’s word preached for hundreds if not thousands of hours.  Have 

you responded to it? How do you respond? The word of God is spoken forth for a response: a 

response of praise, of faith, of confession of sin, of deeper commitment, of greater service, of more 

zealous witness… The scripture teaches: do not refuse Him who is speaking. God is still speaking 

even this morning by His Spirit, through His word read and proclaimed. 

 The writer of Hebrews elaborated a bit further as regards not refusing God who is speaking. 

And, again the language is a little confusing unless you do as we did before, and note that it is a 

comparison between the time of God’s ancient people Israel and the time of God’s people living by 

faith in Jesus.  VS26: At that time (the time when God was speaking) God’s voice shook the earth,…” 

“That time” is the time when God spoke to Moses at Mt Sinai.  So, at the time when God spoke to 

Moses at Mt Sinai, God’s voice shook the mountain.   

 The word “to shake” was used in the Old Testament to express a great change produced by 

the providence and power of God in human affairs (Pink) The word may denote a literal shaking, as 

in an earthquake that would shake geological foundations. However, in reference to an act of God, 

“to shake” may also describe God’s in-breaking into the affairs of humankind, to reveal, to disturb, 

to direct, to renew, to establish His kingdom.   

 We can read about a particular time past when God’s speaking shook the earth in Exodus 19 

at VS18.  It was the occasion when Moses when up on Mt Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments 

from God. The text reads: Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the Lord has descended on 

it in fire.  The smoke of it went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly. In 

that instance of God speaking the geography literally shook.   We said earlier that the word “shake” 

can refer to a literal earthquake like shaking, and it can also figuratively mean to shake up or 

disturb the status quo. The giving of the Ten Commandments was a significant expression of the 
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providence and power of God in the affairs of humankind. The mountains literally shook. However 

the Commandments also brought about profound change in human existence that reverberates to 

this day. There are still battles over the impact of God’s commandments on things like morality and 

judicial process. So God speaking from Mt Sinai produced quite a literal shaking and a figurative 

shaking up of human affairs.  

 VS26: At that time (the time when God spoke to Moses at Mt Sinai) God’s voice shook the earth, 

BUT NOW… But now signals the reader that what is about to be said next shifts to the writer’s time, 

to our time, to the time of God’s people living by faith in Jesus.  VS26: But now God has promised, “Yet 

once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens. This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates 

the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order that the things 

that cannot be shaken may remain. 

 Can you think of any time related to Jesus when something God said shook the earth and the 

heavens? What about the birth of Jesus, when the Word became flesh? For unto you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”  (Luke 2) And suddenly… what happened? 

Angels sang in the heavens. Shepherd went running from fields to tell everyone what they had 

heard. Eventually magi from another place on the earth would see a star that God had put in the 

heavens, and come looking for God’s word spoken in the flesh. And in the process of their coming to 

Jesus, Rome’s government and King Herod himself would become majorly agitated over the fact of 

this infant king and the in-breaking kingdom… 

 With the birth of Jesus—God’s word made flesh, the religious establishment of Judaism was 

shaken, the Roman Empire was shaken, the ceremonial law and all of the temple practices God had 

given his people of old were removed. In Jesus a new day of God’s kingdom was inaugurated. When 

Jesus died the new and living way to God was opened for all to come to God through Him.  On this 

occasion not only was the religious system, and the political system, and the social systems shaken 

up, but the geography of the earth literally shook too. For Matthew reports in his gospel that at the 

crucifixion, Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.  And behold, the curtain of 

the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.  And the earth shook, and the rocks split. (Mt 

27:50,51) 

 The death and resurrection of Jesus brought to an end the sacrificial practices of Judaism—

there was no need for them any more.  God had come in human flesh and made a permanent and 

lasting sacrifice on behalf of all of his own.  The mighty Roman Empire eventually fell from the 

shaking event of God’s incarnation, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  The message of the risen and 

victorious Jesus spread like wildfire from Jerusalem, to Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the 

earth, often spreading the result of empire-driven persecution.  At the ultimate and final end of this 

spreading of God’s Gospel will be the fall of every earthly kingdom—all of them!  

 Now, we know today that earthly systems and things still exist, mingled with the eternal and 

heavenly kingdom come in Jesus; not all of the temporary things of this world’s kingdoms have yet 

been removed.  But there is one more shaking to come—one more in-breaking of God into human 

affairs that will leave only one kingdom standing:  the kingdom of God. To his disciples, while He 

was still here, Jesus said, many will come in my name saying, I am the Christ, and they will lead many 

astray.  And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars.  See that you are not alarmed, for this must take 

place, but the end is not yet.  For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and 

there will be famines and earthquakes in various places.  All these are but the beginning of the birth 

pangs. Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all 

nations for my name’s sake.  And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one 

another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray.  And because lawlessness will be 

increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end (the one who keeps 
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running the race of faith) will be saved.  And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed 

throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come…  Immediately 

after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the 

stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then will appear in heaven 

the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of 

Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a 

loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 

other.”  (Matthew 24:4-14, 29-31) 

 At the end of the race of faith is one kingdom coming to be received by all who have run the 

race of faith with endurance. At the end God’s kingdom will fully come. At the end God’s kingdom 

alone will stand. 

 This is important to you, because the next time God “shakes things up” will be the last time.  

VS27: Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.  And are you ready for that? 

Are you running the race of faith for that? Are you living for shakable kingdoms, the earthly stuff, 

the things of this world that are passing away to be removed?   Or, is your life invested in the eternal 

kingdom of our Lord Jesus that will be the only one standing at the end? Where is your heart?  

Where is your time spent?  To which kingdom do you pledge your allegiance and your resources?  

As the finish of the race of faith approaches, Let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken… 

 Christians are to live in a particular way in the light of this coming unshakable kingdom.  

Lord willing, next Sunday morning we will consider what that way is, and conclude our study of 

these chapters from the Letter to the Hebrews.  To God be the glory!  Amen! 

 


