
Teacher’s Devotional
When have you heard anyone define humility? Humility can be easily
misunderstood. Humility is more than the opposite of “me at the cen-
ter” thinking. And it’s beyond an attitude of “I don’t really matter”—
that’s still a sad self-focus. It is also not a self-conscious goodness that
says, “Look at me! See how humble I am!” Humility is beyond all of
this: It is the complete forgetting of self that happens when one is fo-
cused on a bigger agenda than me. 

Does this make humility sound dull? Don’t be fooled—it’s one of the “secret weapons” of the Kingdom of God! Humble people are so
focused on Jesus and others that they forget themselves. That’s ground for astounding change! Others’ lives and hearts are nurtured
and God’s power is shown. Like a huge wave, untraceable in its origin, humility creates a powerful movement that can’t be stopped! 

Respecting each and every person as if he or she were Jesus is a good place to begin understanding humility. (Imagine what our lives
would be like if we lived as if every single person we met had infinite value to God!) In pursuing this sort of humility and self-forgetting
love, resist the temptation to congratulate yourself or think that you deserve recognition for your good attitude: Remember that the
original example of humility is Jesus. He humbled Himself far more than you will ever have to—so He could redeem all creation,
including you!

Lesson 12

Pharisee and Tax Collector
Luke 18:9-14

God’s Word
“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” Ephesians 4:2

For Younger Children:
“Be patient and show love to each other.”

God’s Word & Me
Show respect to others and be humble and patient in the way you treat them because God values each person.
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Planning Page
Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for sched-
ule tips and pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and younger children). Also plan who will lead each center (for
staffing tips see pp. 19-21). Use the reproducible planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.

Bible Story Center

Bible Story
Pharisee and Tax Collector • Luke 18:9-14

Adventure Box (Younger Child)
Use props (wooden or cardboard blocks 

and two toy people) to demonstrate story action

Adventure Box (Older Child)
Wear costumes (two Bible-times costumes 

or headdresses [fabric squares and cloth strips]) 
and dramatically tell and pantomime the story

Game Center

Younger Child Option 
Play a game to jump into a “canoe” and talk about 

ways of showing help and patience to each other

Materials

Bible, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD 
player, several large towels or sheets

Older Child Option
Help each other cross a “river” and talk about 

ways to show respect and love to others

Materials

Bible; masking tape or rope; for each team—
two squares of heavy cloth or carpet samples 

large enough for two children to stand onArt Center

Younger Child Option
Make and decorate a paper chain of people and talk about

ways to show patience and help to the pictured people

Materials

Bible, Lesson 12 Pattern Page (p. 210), 
scissors, crayons or markers, tape

Older Child Option
Make collages with words and/or pictures about showing 
respect and humility and talk about ways of being humble

Materials 

Bible, black and/or dark blue construction paper, 
discarded magazines and catalogs, scissors, glue sticks

Coloring/Puzzle Center

Younger Child Option 
Review the Bible story while completing coloring page 

Materials

Lesson 12 Coloring Page (p. 211) for each child, crayons

Older Child Option
Review Ephesians 4:2 while completing puzzle page 

Materials

Lesson 12 Puzzle Page (p. 212) for each child, pencils

Worship Center

For the Younger and Older Child
Participate in large-group activities to review Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials

Bibles, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD player, song charts 
(pp. 252-253), at least six inflated balloons, three or four beanbags
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Bonus Theme Ideas
Bonus Theme Ideas can be used at any time during this session: as an additional activity center, to extend the session
for a longer time, or for added theme excitement. 

Rainforest Animal Show

Ahead of time, invite children to bring any stuffed rainforest animal

(parrot, jaguar, snake, fish, monkey, frog, leopard). Display animals

in a central area. Give each animal an award (Most Colorful, Best

Looking, Friendliest, Softest, Scariest, Funniest, etc.). 

Jaguar Paw Prints
Set out small bowls in which you have placed soft cream cheese or

white frosting. Give each child a plastic knife, paper plate, four small

round crackers (such as oystercrackers or Ritz Bits) and one ricecake. Children spread cream cheeseor frosting on rice cakes and thenplace small crackers on each ricecake to form a paw print. 

Dart Frog Suction Cups

Collect several suction cups (available at craft stores for hanging crafts on windows). Explain to children, The straw-

berry dart frog lives in the rainforest. They have suction cups on their feet so they can hang on to wet

trees and slippery leaves. Let’s try an experiment with suction cups and find out what they will stick to.

Invite children to push suction cups onto tabletop and try pull up the cups. Repeat with other available surfaces (windows,

asphalt, cement, paper, carpet, plastic, books, etc.). 

Post a note alerting parents
to the use of food. Also, check

registration forms
for possible food
allergies.
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Bible Story Center for younger children • Luke 18:9-14

Introduction
Welcome your rainforest explorers by saying, Let’s pretend we are jumping
over a river in the rainforest. Have children stand up and first pretend they
are jumping over a very small river. For each round, tell children the river is get-
ting bigger. (Optional: Set out two lengths of yarn to represent the river. Widen
the distance between the yarn for each round of the game.) Then show Ad-
venture Box. What do you think is in our Adventure Box today?
Let’s find out! Untie box. Remove items from box and use them to 
demonstrate story action as you tell the story. 

Tell the Story
One day Jesus told a story about two men who went to the Temple to pray.
(Use blocks to build Temple. Place toy people near building. Move each toy person when they are being
described or when they are speaking.)

One man who went to God’s Temple to pray was a religious leader. He was very proud of the way he followed God’s laws and rules. He
was called a Pharisee. 

The other man was a tax collector. People didn’t like the tax collector very much. Tax collectors often took more money from people than
they were supposed to. No one liked that. So they didn’t have many friends! 

The Pharisee stood up to pray, where everyone could see him. He said, “God, I thank You that I am not like other men. I am not a thief
or a bad person. I don’t do bad things. Besides, I do many good things!” The Pharisee looked around the Temple and saw the tax collec-
tor. “Thank You, God, that I am not like that sinful tax collector!” People in the Temple must have seen the Pharisee, standing proudly.
They must have heard the Pharisee, bragging to God about how good he was!

The tax collector stood quietly, off by himself. He was praying, too. But his prayer was very different. He bowed his head low. He didn’t
want people to see him. He only wanted God to see him. He prayed, “God, please have mercy on me. I am a sinner.” The tax collector
knew he didn’t do things right. He didn’t think he should get anything good from God. He knew that the only way he would have God’s
forgiveness was if God was kind to him!

Jesus said, “God forgave the tax collector. But God did not forgive the Pharisee.” The Pharisee was proud. He thought he was better than
other people because he followed lots of rules. But the tax collector knew he wasn’t better than anyone else. He was sorry for his sins. He
knew only God’s love could help him.”

Jesus wanted people to know that everyone needs God’s forgiveness. God wants us to be like the tax collector, not like the Pharisee! Even
though the tax collector had done wrong things, he didn’t think he was better than other people. 

God’s Word & Me
Sometimes we think we are smarter or better than some other people. But
God’s Word says that God loves us all the same. God loves each person so
much! And because God loves each of us, He wants us to love each other.
The Bible says, “Be patient and show each other love, because God loves
us.” Pray, Dear God, please help us to be patient and show love. Thank 
You for loving us. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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Be 

humble

In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible, wooden or
cardboard blocks and two toy people.
Tie rope or brown yarn around the box
or crate. 

Adventure Box
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Bible Story Center for older children • Luke 18:9-14

Introduction
Let’s play opposites. Whatever action I say, do the opposite. Give
commands (stand up, sit down, nod your head, pat your left shoulder, reach
up, etc.). End by saying, Stand up and talk. (Children should sit down
silently!) Today, we’re going to hear a story Jesus told about op-
posites. He told about a man who was the opposite of proud.
What would that be? (Humble.)

What do you think is in our Adventure Box today? Let’s find out!
Untie box. Remove items from box. Have two adult helpers ready to put on
costumes and dramatically pantomime story action as you tell the story.
(Optional: Wear a costume yourself and act out the story.)

Tell the Story
Jesus spent time with a lot of different people. One time, Jesus was with some people who were very confident that they were better than
other people. They believed they were more righteous, or did more good things and fewer bad things, than other people they knew.
They really looked down on everyone else. 

Of course, Jesus knew what they were thinking and feeling. So he told them this story about two men who went to the Temple to pray—
and what God thought of their prayers!

Jesus told about one man who came confidently into the Temple. This man was a Pharisee, a religious leader who was very proud of
the way he followed God’s laws and rules. He was sure that he was better than anyone else!

The other man was a tax collector. People didn’t like tax collectors very much! Many tax collectors took more money from people than
they were supposed to. So this tax collector may have had lots of money but he probably didn’t have any friends. 

Jesus said that once these two were in the Temple, each one began to pray. The Pharisee stood up to pray. He wanted to make sure peo-
ple saw him praying. He prayed loudly, “God, I thank You that I am not like other men—those robbers and evildoers—or even like
that tax collector over there! I never do anything wrong. Besides that, I do many good things! I give some of everything I get to You,
God. And twice a week, I don’t eat. Instead, I spend extra time worshiping You, God!” The other people in the Temple must have heard
the Pharisee thanking God that he was such a good man! (Do you think it sounded a little like bragging?)

Now, the tax collector had come to the Temple to pray, too. But he didn’t stand in the middle of the courtyard and pray loudly. He
wasn’t interested in impressing people. No, his prayer was very different. He bowed his head low and prayed, “God, please have mercy
on me. I am a sinner.” The tax collector knew he didn’t do things right. He didn’t think he should get anything good from God. He knew
that the only way he would have God’s forgiveness was if God was kind to him! He was humble and didn’t think he was better than
anyone else! 

Jesus told the people listening, “I tell you, it was the tax collector who received God’s forgiveness! But God did not forgive the Pharisee—
after all, he didn’t even think he needed to be forgiven! He thought he was better than others. But the tax collector knew he wasn’t better
than anyone else. He was humble and sorry for his sins.”

Jesus went on to say that people who are proud of themselves in front of God, who say to everyone, “Look at how good I am!” will find
out that they are not so good. God will show them where they are wrong. And people who know they are not better than others will be
helped and blessed by God.

Jesus wanted these people to know that everyone needs God’s forgiveness.
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In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible, two Bible-
times costumes or headdresses (fabric
squares and cloth strips). Tie rope or
brown yarn around the box or crate. 

Adventure Box
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God’s Word & Me
Everyone thought of the Pharisee as being more holy and more important
than a tax collector. But God values and loves every person. He wants us to
show respect and humility to each other because He cares about every per-
son! In God’s eyes we’re are all valuable and important.

• What are reasons some kids might think they are better than others? (Rich.
Have new toys. Are popular. Get good grades. Good at sports.) 

• How do kids act when they think they are better than others? (Brag about themselves. Make fun of others. Act unfriendly.)

• How would you define the word “humble?” (To think about the needs of others. To care for others and be patient with them. To
remember that God loves everyone.)

• Invite a child to read aloud Ephesians 4:2. Think about one way you can obey this verse today. Tell children your own plan for
obeying the verse. Pray with children, asking God’s help to be humble and to treat others with respect, because God values each person.
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Game Center for younger children • Luke 18:9-14

Collect
Bible, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD player, several large towels or sheets.

Prepare
In open playing area, set out towels or sheets to represent canoes. 

Do
1. While “Love Never Fails” plays, children pretend they are walking in
the rainforest. From time to time, stop the music and call out, “To the
canoes!” Children move quickly to the nearest canoe and jump into it.
Encourage them to show patience and kindness to each other as they
make sure each child has a place in a canoe.

2. Point to each canoe and give children a different action to do (pad-
dle the canoe, look through binoculars, take a photograph, look up
and point to a bird, make the sound of a rainforest animal such as a 
monkey or jaguar, etc.). Continue, assigning different actions each time. 

Talk About
• I saw our friends here today helping each other
get into the canoes. Helping each other is a way 
to be patient. When we play games, we can be pa-
tient and help each other. What are some games
you like to play with your friends? How can you
be patient and help your friend when you play
with (cars and trucks)? (Take turns. Be careful when
playing with someone’s toys.)

• The Bible says, “Be patient and show love to
each other.” Who are some of your friends? How
are your friends patient with you? (Help me clean up toys. Wait for me to finish a snack before starting to play.) What can you
do to be patient with them? (Listen when they talk. Wait for them to have a turn on the slide.)

• When we are patient with others, it shows that we are remembering that God loves them. Pray briefly, Dear God,
thank You for loving each person. Please help us to be patient and loving, too. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children
Instead of assigning actions to children after they gather in a canoe, children in each canoe say words of Ephesians 4:2, either in unison
or taking turns to say one word of the verse in order. For an extra challenge, each round of the game remove a towel or sheet or fold it
smaller to see if children can patiently help each other fit in each canoe.
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God’s Word
“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” Ephesians 4:2

For Younger Children:
“Be patient and show love to each other.”

God’s Word & Me
Show respect to others and be humble and patient in the way you treat them because God values each person.
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Game Center for older children • Luke 18:9-14

Collect
Bible; masking tape or rope; for each team—two squares of heavy cloth
or carpet samples large enough for two children to stand on.

Prepare
Use masking tape or rope to mark a starting line at one end of playing
area and a finish line approximately 30 feet (9 m) away to represent a
rainforest river.

Do
1. Divide group into teams of six to eight players. Teams line up be-
hind starting line. Give the first player on each team two squares of
cloth or carpet representing stepping stones.

2. At your signal, the first player on each team places one square on
the ground in front of him or her and then jumps onto it. Player places sec-
ond square on the ground in front of him or her and then jumps onto it. Sec-
ond player on each team jumps onto the first square and then onto the second
square, reaches back, picks up the first square and hands it to the first player.
First player places square on ground in front of him or her and then jumps
onto it. Players repeat procedure until they reach the finish line. Then players
pick up squares and run back to team, passing squares to the next players.

3. Game continues in relay fashion until each player has had a turn. 

Talk About
• In this game, two players needed to be patient and helpful in order
to finish the relay. What are some times at your house or in your
neighborhood that people need to be patient? (When you’re waiting to
play a computer game. When you need someone’s help to do homework.)

• Read Ephesians 4:2 aloud to children. This verse talks about ways to show respect to others. Why do you think it is im-
portant for kids to show respect to each other? (When kids are respectful, it helps them get along. It’s a good way to make and
keep friends.)

• What might someone say or do to show that he or she is humble? (Not brag about themselves. Compliment someone
else.) Gentle? (Say nice things about others. Use words instead of actions when angry.)

• Think about someone who has shown respect to you. Now think about someone to whom you can show respect.
Lead children in prayer, allowing time for them to silently thank God for people who show respect, and asking His help in showing 
respect. Close the prayer time by thanking God that He loves each person and that He will help us show His love to others. 

For Younger Children
Shorten the length of the rainforest river. Demonstrate how to use the squares as stepping stones, but cross the river by yourself, not
with a partner. Each child takes a turn. 
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God’s Word
“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” Ephesians 4:2

For Younger Children:
“Be patient and show love to each other.”

God’s Word & Me
Show respect to others and be humble and patient in the way you treat them because God values each person.
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Art Center for younger children • Luke 18:9-14

Collect
Bible, Lesson 12 Pattern Page (p. 210), scissors, crayons or markers, tape.

Prepare
Make a copy of the Lesson 12 Pattern Page for each child. Cut out the
person shape. (Optional: Make an additional copy for each child.)

Do
1. Help children make a paper chain of people. Give each child a per-
son shape. Child colors the shape, adding facial and clothing details,
to look like someone to whom he or she can show patience. (Optional:
Child makes a second person shape, coloring it to look like him- or
herself.)

2. Collect finished shapes. Tape them together at hands to form a chain
of people. Display chain in your room. 

Talk About
• The Bible says, “Be patient and show love to each other.”
When we are patient, it means we know how to wait to
have a turn or to do something. We are making pictures 
of people we can be patient with. Who are you making a
picture of?

• We can also be patient when we help someone. Who is
someone you help? What do you do to be patient and help
(your brother)? (I wait for him to finish playing a game. I wait for
my mom to cook my breakfast.)

• Let’s pray and ask God’s help in being patient. When I pray, you can say the name of a person you will be patient
to. Dear God, thank You for loving each one of us. Please help us to be patient with (pause to allow children to say
names aloud). In Jesus’ name, amen.

For Older Children
Children cut out people shapes themselves. Provide additional paper. Children cut out conversation balloons and write words in the
balloons to show what someone might say to be patient and show respect to others. 
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God’s Word
“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” Ephesians 4:2

For Younger Children:
“Be patient and show love to each other.”

God’s Word & Me
Show respect to others and be humble and patient in the way you treat them because God values each person.
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Art Center for older children • Luke 18:9-14

Collect
Bible, black and/or dark blue construction paper, discarded magazines
and catalogs, scissors, glue sticks. 

Prepare
Make a sample collage for the phrase “Be Humble” following instruc-
tions below. 

Do
1. Show the collage you made, and talk with children about what it
means to show respect and be humble. 

2. Read Ephesians 4:2 aloud and lead children to brainstorm addi-
tional phrases and pictures that would illustrate actions of respect
and humility. Each child chooses a phrase and/or picture. 

3. Give each child a sheet of construction paper. Set out discarded maga-
zines and catalogs. Children make collages by cutting large letters, words
and/or pictures from magazines and gluing cut-outs to paper. Children
may also add decorations and designs. 

Talk About
• How would you define the word “humble”? Who is someone
you know who is humble? What does the person do? What is
someone like who is not humble? 

• Read Ephesians 4:2 aloud. What is the main idea of this verse?
How would you say the main idea in two or three words?

• What difference would it make in your family if everyone showed respect for others in the ways described in Eph-
esians 4:2? What difference would it make in our city? Lead children in prayer, asking God’s help in making a difference in
people’s lives by treating them with respect and humility. 

For Younger Children
Precut faces of people from magazines and catalogs. Children choose faces and glue them to paper to make collages. Talk with children
about ways to show patience to others.
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God’s Word
“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” Ephesians 4:2

For Younger Children:
“Be patient and show love to each other.”

God’s Word & Me
Show respect to others and be humble and patient in the way you treat them because God values each person.
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Worship Center Luke 18:9-14

Collect
Bibles, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD player, song charts (pp. 252-
253), at least six inflated balloons, three or four beanbags.

Team Game
Children sit on the floor in a group. In the rainforest, some ani-
mals live high in the trees, called the canopy layer of the
rainforest. Let’s see if we can keep these balloons up in the
“canopy.” Toss a balloon to the group. Children bat the balloon as
high as possible, trying to keep it from hitting the floor. (Optional: Chil-
dren spread out, lie down on their backs and use their feet to hit the
balloons up in the air.) After 10 seconds, toss out another balloon.
Continue until all balloons are in play. End the game by calling out
“Freeze.” Children catch balloons. Play again, challenging children 
to see if they can keep the balloons from landing on the “rainforest
floor.”

Bible Verse Game
Repeat Ephesians 4:2 aloud with children. Then invite several volunteers to
stand in front of group with their backs to the group. Give each volunteer a
beanbag. Call out the Bible verse reference as a signal to volunteers to gently
toss beanbags over their shoulders. Children who catch beanbags repeat the
words of Ephesians 4:2 in unison. Repeat as time permits, with different chil-
dren tossing the beanbags. 

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Love Never Fails,” adding
motions and/or clapping if desired. 

Prayer 
Think of what you’ll be doing after you leave church today. Think of the people you will be with. When you’ve
thought of someone, clap your hands three times. Demonstrate action, and pause to let children respond. Now think of one
way you can show respect and be patient with that person. When you’ve thought of a way, clap your hands three
times again. After pausing to let children respond, lead children in prayer, asking God’s help in showing His love to others. 

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Salt,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired. 
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God’s Word
“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” Ephesians 4:2

For Younger Children:
“Be patient and show love to each other.”

God’s Word & Me
Show respect to others and be humble and patient in the way you treat them because God values each person.
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Coloring/Puzzle Center • Lesson 12
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Rhyme Time
Do each letter equation below. Then fill in the blanks in order to complete the poem! 

Lesson 12 • Coloring/Puzzle Center
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s+prince-pr = __________

valley-ley+ues = __________

eager-ger+child-ild = __________

helper-hel+son = __________

sea-a+e = __________

re+inspect-in+ful = __________

w+hat = __________

shoulder-er = __________

bee-e = __________

life-l-e = __________

gentleman-man = __________

________ God ________ ________ _________ we _____, 

________________ is _________ we _________ _______.

____ we’re __________ and __________, God really won’t _______—

In _________, He’ll be _________as can be! 

kindergarten-ergarten = __________

remind-re = __________

fraction-r-ion = __________

simple-sim+asked-k = __________

What’s a way you can
show respect without

using any words?

Lesson 12:Layout 1  11/2/09  3:49 PM  Page 212




