
Teacher’s Devotional
What’s the first thing you’d do if you suddenly realized you were 
missing the diamond from your engagement ring? (Not a diamond-
wearer? Imagine the most valuable and meaningful item you own—
maybe your laptop!) When we suddenly recognize that something
valuable and personal has disappeared, we react immediately!
Whether we feel sick inside or just go into “frantic search mode,” 
we don’t just stand there—we do something!

In Jesus’ day, houses were dark and coins were valuable. (Some believe that His reference to 10 silver coins in
Luke 15 implies coins strung or sewn around a married woman’s headdress. This marked her as married and valued, so the value of
one of these lost coins was greater than only the monetary value of the coin itself.)  In the parable, we are not like the woman, but like
the coin. Helplessly lost in the dark (coins can’t do much but lie there) but valuable, God seeks us with the fervor of a woman who must
find what she lost. When we are in His hand, He rejoices along with all of heaven—over us!

While our world is filled with messages about “value” and “self-esteem,” this parable is Jesus’ picture of our real worth to God. Because
He values us, we can be sure that our value comes from the highest authority! Help kids to recognize these realities: Jesus is seeking each
of them. Joining God’s family is a cause for great rejoicing! After all, if God Himself is rejoicing, we should rejoice with everything we’ve got! 

Lesson 1

Lost coin
Luke 15:8-10

God’s Word
“To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

John 1:12
For Younger Children:

“Believe in Jesus and you will be God’s child.”

God’s Word & Me
When you believe in Jesus and become a partof God’s family, everyone in heaven rejoices!

Believe

in Jesus

45

© 2010 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Parable Quest

Lesson 1:Layout 1  11/2/09  2:57 PM  Page 45



Lesson 1

© 2010 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Parable Quest

46

Planning Page
Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for sched-
ule tips and pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and younger children). Also plan who will lead each center (for
staffing tips see pp. 19-21). Use the reproducible planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.

Bible Story Center

Bible Story
Lost Coin • Luke 15:8-10

Adventure Box (Younger Child)
Use props (flashlight, whisk broom, a small cooking pan

with lid and 10 coins) to demonstrate story action

Adventure Box (Older Child)
Child uses props (flashlight, whisk broom, a small cooking

pan with lid and 10 coins) to act out the story

Game Center

Younger Child Option 
Collect coins from under a rainforest canopy and 

talk about God’s joy when we believe in Him

Materials

Bible, adhesive labels, marker, coins, 
large piece of green fabric

Older Child Option
Play a fun game, trying to grab a bandanna, and 

then talk about the joy that believing in Jesus brings 

Materials

Bible, bandanna for each group of up to 10 children
Art Center

Younger Child Option
Make and wave ribbon sparklers while listening to 

music that expresses joy because of believing in Jesus

Materials

Bible, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD player, 
scissors, metallic gift-wrap ribbon, straws, tape

Older Child Option
Make sparkly balls to play catch with while 

saying the words of John 1:12

Materials 

Bible; 2-inch [5-cm] Styrofoam ball, six 2-foot (0.6-m) 
metallic ribbons and a 6-inch [15-cm] foil square 

for each child; scissors; several pens; glue

Coloring/Puzzle Center

Younger Child Option 
Review the Bible story while completing coloring page 

Materials

Lesson 1 Coloring Page (p. 57) for each child, crayons

Older Child Option
Review John 1:12 while completing puzzle page 

Materials

Lesson 1 Puzzle Page (p. 58) for each child, pencils

Worship Center

For the Younger and Older Child
Participate in large-group activities to review 

Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials

Bibles, Parable Quest CD-ROM and 
CD player, song charts (pp. 246-247)

Lesson 1:Layout 1  11/2/09  2:57 PM  Page 46



Lesson 1

© 2010 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Parable Quest

47

Bonus Theme Ideas
Bonus Theme Ideas can be used at any time during this session: as an additional activity center, to extend the session
for a longer time, or for added theme excitement. 

Toucan Shoutouts!
On a bulletin board or wall, attach a length of light blue butcher paper.

Make tree and toucan cutouts using the patterns on page 235-236. At-

tach tree and toucan to butcher paper, placing the toucan on a tree

branch. From brightly colored paper, cut a large conversation balloon.

Print this lesson’s shoutout “Believe in Jesus” on the conversation balloon

and attach it near the toucan. For each lesson, create a similar conversa-

tion balloon using a different paper color for the conversation balloon. 

Rainforest Flowers

Set out Fruit Roll-Ups� and/or Fruit Streamers� in a variety of colors

(including green). Children use scissors to cut fruit snacks into leaf and

flower shapes, arranging the shapes on waxed paper. (Tip: Suggest chil-

dren cut geometric shapes [circles, squares, rectangles and triangles] to

use in creating rainforest flowers.) Create a few leaves and flowers your-

self and take advantage of this time to build relationships with children.

After showing off their creations, children eat and enjoy!

Rainforest in a Bag

For every child, gather the lower half of a 2-liter soda bottle, a small plant (philo-

dendron or other tropical plant) and a gallon-sized resealable storage bag. Also

collect pebbles, spoons and potting soil. Have water available in pitchers or water-

ing cans. Today you can create a rainforest in a bag. During Parable

Quest we can watch our rainforests grow. Child puts approximately 1-inch

(2.5-cm) of pebbles into the bottle half and then adds about twice as much pot-

ting soil as pebbles. After using a spoon to make a small hole in the soil, child

places plant in the hole and covers with soil. Child gently pours water into the bot-

tle until he or she can see water collecting in the pebbles and then places bottle into

the bag and seals the bag. Set “rainforests” in an area with indirect light. 

Post a note alerting parents
to the use of food. Also, check

registration forms
for possible food
allergies.
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Bible Story Center for younger children • Luke 15:8-10

Introduction
Welcome your rainforest explorers by saying Hello, (Madison) and leading
all children to clap on each syllable of child’s name. Repeat for each child in the
group. Then show Adventure Box. What do you think is in our Adven-
ture Box today? Let’s find out! Untie box. Remove items from box and
use them to demonstrate story action as you tell the story and/or lead chil-
dren in suggested motions.

Tell the Story
Do you like to hear stories? I do! The Bible tells us that Jesus told MANY 
stories while He was living on Earth. We can read Jesus’ stories right 
here in the Bible. (Show Bible.) 

Some people were glad to hear what Jesus said. But other people were NOT. (Lead children to shake head no.)
In fact, some of them were angry at Jesus. These angry people thought that Jesus should ONLY talk to people 
who did good things. But Jesus knew that God had sent Him to show love to ALL people. (Lead children to spread out arms.) So one day
Jesus told a story to help people understand how much God loves EVERYONE. This is what Jesus said. 

“Once there was a woman who had 10 silver coins. (Invite children to hold up hands and count fingers.) These coins were worth a lot of
money. She may have gotten them when she got married. But one day the woman noticed that one of her coins was MISSING!

“The woman was very worried! She lit a lamp, so she could see all around her house. She looked in every corner! (Pretend to look all
around the room.) Then she took a broom and carefully swept the floor. (Pretend to sweep.) She looked under the bed. She looked in 
her clothes. She looked inside the jars, cups, dishes and pots. Where could it be? she wondered.

“Finally, the woman found the coin! She was VERY happy and VERY excited! She ran to tell all her friends, ‘I found my coin! I found my
coin! Please celebrate with me!’ All her friends and neighbors were glad, too—they celebrated with her.” (Invite children to clap hands and
cheer with you.)

Jesus said that when we believe that Jesus is God’s Son and become part of His family, God celebrates just like the woman did.

God’s Word & Me
The woman was joyful because she found her coin. The Bible says that God
is even MORE happy and joyful when we believe that Jesus is God’s Son.
God loves us so much! God wants each one of us to be part of His family.
The Bible says, “Believe in Jesus and you will be God’s child.” Pray, Thank
You, God, for loving us. We love You and we are glad to be Your children. 
In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Lesson 1

© 2010 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Parable Quest

48

Believe

in Jesus

In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible, and one or
more of these props: flashlight, whisk
broom, a small cooking pan with lidand 10 coins. Tie rope or brown yarn

around the box or crate. 

Adventure Box
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Bible Story Center for older children • Luke 15:8-10

Introduction
Introduce the story by leading children to play a game of “Who’s Got the Button?”
substituting a coin for a button. To play the game, children stand in a circle with
hands behind their back. One child stands in the middle of the circle. Secretly give
a coin to one child in the circle. At your signal, children begin passing the coin 
behind their backs. Child in the middle tries to guess who has the coin. After a
correct guess or three incorrect guesses, a new child takes a turn to be in the
middle. Today we’re going to hear why Jesus told a story about
someone who lost a valuable coin.

What do you think is in our Adventure Box today? Let’s find out!
Untie box. Remove items from box and invite a child to use them to demon-
strate story action as you tell the story. (Optional: Ahead of time, videotape
a woman dressed in Bible-times clothing telling the story and pantomim-
ing the story action. Show video during the Bible story.)

Tell the Story
Jesus told many stories while He was living on Earth. Some people were glad to hear what Jesus said. But other people, especially the 
religious leaders, were not. The religious leaders were called Pharisees. One day, the Pharisees were talking about Jesus.

“If Jesus is so wonderful, why does He waste His time eating with people who have not followed God’s laws? They are sinners,” they
muttered. 

Jesus knew the Pharisees didn’t understand that God wanted Him to show His love to all people. So Jesus told this story to help them
understand that God loves and values every person He has made!

A woman had 10 silver coins. These coins were valuable and worth a lot. They were probably the special coins she had gotten when she
got married. One day the woman noticed that one of her coins was MISSING! 

Oh no, she probably thought. What will I do? What would you have done if you were that woman? 

(Child who volunteers uses the props to pantomime the actions of the woman. Encourage volunteer to use dramatic facial expressions and actions.) 

The woman lit a lamp. Then she took her broom and began to carefully sweep the floor of her small, dark house. She probably looked
under the beds and behind all the furniture. She looked in the pockets of all her clothes and looked down inside the deepest jars. She
shined her light into every cup and dish and pot! 

Now, the woman could have looked once and then said, “Oh, well, I give up!” After all, she had nine more coins of equal value! But no,
she looked and looked and LOOKED. She didn’t STOP looking until, SUDDENLY, she found her coin. She was SO happy! She ran to tell
her friends.

“I found my coin! I found my coin! Please, come help me celebrate!” she called out. And all her friends and neighbors were glad and
celebrated with her!

Before we become members of God’s family, we are lost like that coin! We are valuable to God. He treasures us! But God did not give up
looking because we were lost. No, He sent Jesus to make it possible for us to be part of God’s family forever. Jesus did that by dying on
the cross to take the punishment for the sins, or wrong things we’ve done. But Jesus didn’t STAY dead. He came back to life to prove that
even death doesn’t have power over Him! 

When we ask God to forgive our sins and we join God’s family, He is even happier than the woman who found the coin she had lost!
Jesus said that God His Father—and everyone else in heaven—is joyful and celebrating every time another person comes to join His
family! 
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In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible, and one or
more of these props: flashlight, whisk
broom, a small cooking pan with lidand 10 coins. Tie rope or brown yarn

around the box or crate. 

Adventure Box

Lesson 1:Layout 1  11/2/09  2:58 PM  Page 49



God’s Word & Me
If you are part of God’s family, did you know that God and everyone in
heaven celebrated when you joined His family? That’s because we matter
to God. He’ll never stop looking for us and never stop loving us! If you are
not part of God’s family yet, or if you have questions about becoming a
member of God’s family, today would be a good time to think about that
and talk to your parents or me about your questions. Let children know when
you will be available to talk with them.

• What are ways we know God loves us? (Made us. Cares for us. Gave us families. Sent Jesus to die for our sins.)

• What are some things a kid your age might say are sins or wrong things to do? (Tell a lie. Hit someone when angry.
Steal. Say bad words.) When we become part of God’s family, the wrong things we do are forgiven, and God will 
help us follow Him.

• What does our verse say God gives us when we believe in Jesus? (The right to become His children.) That’s right! John 1:12
says, “To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”

Pray with children, asking God’s Spirit to help them know how much God loves them and to help them understand God’s offer of salva-
tion through Jesus. Invite children interested in talking about joining God’s family to meet with you after class (see page 12 for “Leading
a Child to Christ”). 

Lesson 1
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Believe

in Jesus

Lesson 1:Layout 1  11/2/09  2:58 PM  Page 50



Game Center for younger children • Luke 15:8-10

Collect
Bible, adhesive labels, marker, coins, large piece of green fabric. 

Prepare
Write numbers on each label to make a set of matching numbers. Num-
ber enough labels so that each child will have one. (Note: Depending on
the number of children in your group and the size of fabric, you may
need to have additional pieces of fabric.)

Do
1. Place coins on the floor and spread out large piece of green fabric
over the coins. Give each child a numbered adhesive label to wear.
Gather children around the fabric. Let’s pretend that we are in
the rainforest and a canopy or covering of leaves is over
our heads! Children pick up the fabric by the edge and hold it high
over their heads. 

2. Call out one of the numbers written on labels. Children wearing label
with that number run under the fabric, pick up a coin and run back to
their places. 

3. Continue until each child has had a turn to collect a coin. Repeat
game as time and interest permit.

Talk About
• In our Bible story today, Jesus told a story about a woman
who lost a valuable coin. When she found the coin, she was
happy and she celebrated. The Bible says that God is even
MORE happy and joyful when we believe that Jesus is 
God’s Son.

• God loves us so much! God wants each one of us to be part of His family. The Bible says, “Believe in Jesus and
you will be God’s child.”

• God’s love is for everyone. Who are some of the people God loves? (Help children name friends and family members.) 

• We are glad to know that God loves us. We’re glad to know that Jesus is God’s Son. Pray briefly, Dear God, thank
You for Your love. Thank You that we can be part of Your family. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children
When numbers are called, all children let go of the fabric. Children try to collect the coins and return to their places before the fabric falls
to the floor. 

Lesson 1
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God’s Word
“To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

John 1:12
For Younger Children:

“Believe in Jesus and you will be God’s child.”

God’s Word & Me
When you believe in Jesus and become a partof God’s family, everyone in heaven rejoices!

Lesson 1:Layout 1  11/2/09  2:58 PM  Page 51



Game Center for older children • Luke 15:8-10

Collect
Bible, bandanna for each group of up to 10 children.

Do
1. Ask one child to be “It.” Have the rest of the group form a circle (up to
10 children in a circle) holding hands. Place the end of the bandanna in
the back pocket of one of the players. (Optional: Have child loosely tuck
end of bandanna into his or her waistband at the back.) 

2. Circle begins rotating in one direction. At your signal,“It” hops
around the outside of the circle trying to grab the bandanna. When
the bandanna is caught or after several unsuccessful tries, “It” joins
the circle and a new “It” is chosen. (Tips: Practice the game action a
few times before playing the first round. Do not signal “It” to move
until bandanna is on the other side of the circle.)

3. Before “It” can take his or her turn, lead children in circle to say the
words of John 1:12 with each child saying a word of the verse. For each round,
vary the manner in which “It” moves (tip toe, jump, take baby steps, walk heel-
to-toe, etc.).

Talk About
• When a player in this game captured the bandanna, he or she was
glad. Every day you might feel glad for a lot of reasons, but today
we’re talking about something that can make us feel glad for our
whole lives. Being part of God’s family and living as His child helps
us feel glad. 

• In our Bible story today, Jesus says that God is joyful when we 
become a part of His family. Why do you think God is joyful? (God
loves each person so much that He wants everyone to live as His children.) 

• Read John 1:12. What does this verse say is the result of believing in Jesus? What do you think it means to say that
you are a child of God? (A child of God believes that Jesus is God’s Son. A child of God accepts God’s love and forgiveness. A child of
God loves and obeys God.)

• We can ask God’s help in understanding what it means to believe in Jesus. Lead children in prayer, asking God’s help in
believing in the good news of Jesus. 

For Younger Children
Children form circles of up to six children each. When you signal “go,” children begin passing bandanna around the circle. When you
signal “stop,” child holding bandanna waves it in the air. Call out “God loves (Mason)” and lead all children in cheering and clapping.
Repeat until each child has been named. 

Lesson 1
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God’s Word
“To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

John 1:12
For Younger Children:

“Believe in Jesus and you will be God’s child.”

God’s Word & Me
When you believe in Jesus and become a partof God’s family, everyone in heaven rejoices!
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Art Center for younger children • Luke 15:8-10

Collect
Bible, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD player, scissors, metallic gift-wrap
ribbon, straws, tape. 

Prepare
Cut ribbon into 12-inch (30.5-cm) lengths. Make enough for each child
to have up to 10 lengths. Make a sampler sparkler, following directions
below.

Do
1. Each child chooses eight to ten ribbon lengths and gathers them 
together so that ends are even.

2. With your help, child tapes ends together and then tapes bundle of
ribbons to end of a straw. 

3. Play “Following Jesus” and invite children to wave sparklers and
march in time to the music. 

Talk About
• What do you like to do at a party? (Eat cake. Play games.)
Today in our Bible story Jesus told a story about a woman
who was so happy she had a party with her friends. Jesus
said that God is happy and celebrates when we love Him
and believe that Jesus is God’s Son. 

• The Bible says, “Believe in Jesus and you will be God’s
child.” We can wave our sparklers to remind us of God’s 
joy when we believe in Jesus. 

• We can celebrate God’s love for each one of us, too! Let’s
tell God thank You for His love. Pray, thanking God for loving
each child. Mention each child by name.

For Older Children
Have children make sparklers that “turn off and on.” For each child, collect two straws, one wider than the other. Cut off approximately
one third of the wider straw. Cut metallic ribbon into 5-inch (12.5-cm) lengths, making a dozen for each child. Child lays a short length
of tape sticky side up and lays ribbons and narrow straw onto tape and wraps tape around ribbons and straw. Child then inserts un-
taped end into wider straw and pulls it down until ribbons no longer show. (If larger straw is not wide enough, cut a small slit in it at the
top.) To “turn on” the sparkler, child pushes narrow straw up to reveal “sparklers.” 

Lesson 1
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God’s Word
“To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

John 1:12
For Younger Children:

“Believe in Jesus and you will be God’s child.”

God’s Word & Me
When you believe in Jesus and become a partof God’s family, everyone in heaven rejoices!
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Art Center for older children • Luke 15:8-10

Collect
Bible; 2-inch [5-cm] Styrofoam ball, six 2-foot (0.6-m) metallic ribbons
and a 6-inch [15-cm] foil square for each child, scissors, several pens,
glue. 

Prepare
Make a sample sparkly ball, following directions below. 

Do
1. Give each child a Styrofoam ball. 

2. Child chooses six ribbons and ties ends together in a knot (see
sketch a). Trim off excess above knot. Child uses pen to poke a hole 
in ball, squeezes a small amount of glue into hole and inserts knot 
of ribbon into the hole (see sketch b). 

3. Wrap a foil square around the ball (see sketch c). Children say 
words of Bible verse as they play catch with the sparkly balls.  

Talk About
• What do you think are the most important words in John
1:12? Why? What’s the main message someone needs to know
from this Bible verse? 

• How would knowing this verse make a difference in someone’s
life? (Remind them of God’s love. Tells them what to do to be part of God’s
family.) 

• Why would you tell someone to become God’s child? (God is like a perfect father. God has promised to help His children.)
What do you know about Jesus that makes you want to believe in Him? 

• What do people need to do to become part of God’s family? Pray, asking God to help each child understand what it means
to believe in Jesus and how to join God’s family.

For Younger Children
Photocopy Lesson 1 Pattern Page (p. 56) and cut it apart. Make enough copies so that each child can choose one of the greetings on
the page. Give each child a sheet of construction paper to fold into a card. Child chooses greeting, glues it inside card, decorates and
takes home to give to friend or family member. 

Lesson 1
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knot

God’s Word
“To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

John 1:12
For Younger Children:

“Believe in Jesus and you will be God’s child.”

God’s Word & Me
When you believe in Jesus and become a partof God’s family, everyone in heaven rejoices!
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Worship Center Luke 15:8-10

Collect
Bibles, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD player, song charts (pp. 246-
247).

Team Game
Invite four to six volunteers to stand in front of group. Secretly assign 
to each volunteer a rainforest animal (jaguar, pink dolphin, monkey,
frog, toucan, butterfly, snake, bat, tarantula, etc.). At your signal, each
volunteer poses as a statue of the animal. Children in audience try to
guess identity of each animal. Repeat with new volunteers and other
animals. (Optional: While volunteers are posing, announce that you
are going to try to make these statues move. Choose one of the statues
and make up a funny description of him or her, trying to make the
volunteer move, make noise or smile. As you continue, children watch
to see if any “statue” moves, makes noise or smiles.)

Bible Verse Game
Children form circle. Count off to 10 around the circle. Each child numbered
10 says the words of John 1:12 aloud. (Optional: Child may choose one other
person in the circle to ask for help.) After numbering off around the entire cir-
cle, call out “Scramble.” Children scramble to find new places and reform the
circle. Number off again. Repeat activity as time and interest permit. 

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Following Jesus,” adding 
motions and/or clapping if desired. 

Prayer 
Today we’ve been talking about God’s love for us and how He celebrates when we become members of His family.
Let’s see if we can go through the alphabet saying the name of a friend or family member that begins with each
letter of the alphabet. If we can’t think of a name, then everyone must do five jumping jacks. Begin by calling out the
letter “A.” (Optional: With older children, challenge them to see how fast they can call out the names.) Then lead children in prayer,
thanking God for His love and for making it possible for us to become members of His family.

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “God Gave,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired. 
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God’s Word
“To all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

John 1:12
For Younger Children:

“Believe in Jesus and you will be God’s child.”

God’s Word & Me
When you believe in Jesus and become a partof God’s family, everyone in heaven rejoices!
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Lesson 1 • Pattern Page
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You Are God’s 
Child!

God  loves God  loves 
YOUYOU!
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Coloring/Puzzle Center • Lesson 1
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Lesson 1 • Coloring/Puzzle Center
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Party Balloons! 
It’s party time! And every balloon holds letters to unscramble. Write them in order below to find out why we’re partying!

What’s a way to
celebrate becoming

part of God’s family?

Write 
it here!

Draw your
happy face! 

“_______   _________    __________    _______________   _______,   _____   __________

_______   ________________   ______   _________   ___________,   _______   __________

_______   _________   ______   ____________   ______________   _____   __________.”
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