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 One of the greatest tests to Christians and members of the Lord’s Church is to remain faithful in 

the face of opposition and struggle. We much prefer to have faith when it is least challenged, when it 

doesn’t meet with difficulty.  

 It’s tough to stay the course following Jesus when others are not.  It’s tough to stay true to 

historical, biblical doctrine when others belittle it and question its necessity. It is hard to keep going in 

the name of and for the sake of Jesus, when others press you in other directions.  It’s hard to have faith in 

the face of chronic pain, disease, heartache, and tragedy.  

 How quickly and easily the children of Israel longed for Egypt again under the challenge and rigors 

of Exodus-life. With great enthusiasm did the Apostle Peter get out of the boat and begin to walk on the 

water when Jesus called him to come, until the wind and waves of the storm overwhelmed his obeying 

Jesus. (Mt 14:22-33; 26:69-75) Every disciple promised loyalty to Jesus, but not one of them remained at 

the cross. Faith is fine when the elements of life are calm and certain, but in the face of challenge and 

conflict it becomes difficult to believe. 

 In some places of the world, opposition to faith in Jesus is an everyday, moment-to-moment 

experience. Like this one:  “Prasad Bandi knew that his church in Tamil Nadu, India, could be attacked at  

any time, but he continued to serve as its pastor.  Then, during evening services on 

February 22, someone on a motorcycle threw a Molotov cocktail at the church.  Within 

minutes, flames had consumed the walls and roof, which were constructed of palm leaves 

and sheets of plastic. About 60 believers, many of whom had formerly worshipped Hindu 

deities, were suddenly without a church home.  Chairs, Bibles, musical instrument and even 

Prasad’s motorcycle—essential to his work in and around six area villages—were 

destroyed.  Prasad, who shares the gospel in a country where there is a growing movement 

to make all Indians Hindu, knows the cost of doing God’s work. He also knows that God will 

make all things new.  Prasad faithfully continues the challenging work of sharing the gospel 

on the front lines. (The Voice of Martyrs, “Join the Front Line,” 2015, p. 7) 

 Beloved, you and I don’t face these kinds of front lines of opposition to faith in Jesus. BUT, (and 

this is important): any opposition to faith in Jesus must be considered a most serious matter. You, 

Christian, are in a spiritual battle. You must know this and take it seriously every day. For some this 

reality is viewed too casually, which itself is evidence of the deceit and stealth of sin to lull Christians into 

spiritual laziness and vulnerability—the perfect position to be attacked and subdued, to grow weary and 

lose heart. 

 I do not suggest Christians look for a demon under every bush and behind every door. But as one 

person said so well, “the more closely we follow Jesus, the greater will be the antagonism against us.”  We 

may not currently struggle to the point of shedding blood—thank God.  But living by faith always has an 

element of battle and struggle connected to it, and we are foolish to think otherwise.  

 At the time of the writing of this letter of Hebrews, Christians then were either in the middle of or 

soon to experience the persecution of Rome’s emperor Nero.  In 64 AD, Nero found a scapegoat in 

Christians whom he blamed and severely persecuted for a fire that burned for five days devastating much 

of Rome. Nero’s treatment of Christians was atrocious. 

 What are Christians to do when faith is challenged and living by faith made difficult? How do you 

keep believing and holding to God’s promises when faith is opposed? The writer of Hebrews wrote this at 

VS3: Consider (Jesus) who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow 

weary or fainthearted.  

 So far in this 12th chapter of Hebrews, the writer has instructed Christians to several behaviors in 

the face of opposition to faith: In the first two verses, the primary instruction is: Let us run with 

perseverance the race that is set before us. Inspired by the witness of the saints of old, who lived by faith 

through all kinds of experiences, in all kind of circumstances, Christians now are to run with 

perseverance the race of faith in Jesus. This running has two primary components to it: we are to be 
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laying aside the weight, and sin which clings so closely.  We are to put off encumbrances that (Pink) “retard 

our progress, anything which unfits us for the discharge of our God-assigned duties, anything which dulls 

the conscience, blunts the edge of our spiritual appetites, or chokes the spirit of prayer.” We are to 

continually lay aside these things. And then we are to run the race of faith “looking to Jesus, the founder 

and perfecter of our faith,…” We are not to run in the direction of Jesus AND something or someone else.    

“Our eye is not fixed on many, but on One—looking to Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of the faith,” who 

alone has all of the necessary qualifications to be THEE ONE to whom we look—for Jesus endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and is seated as the right hand of the throne of God. Jesus broke the tape at the 

finish!  Jesus is thee one to look to because Jesus went this way ahead of us and finished the race. Laying 

aside sin and looking to Jesus—this is the way Christians run with endurance the race of faith.   

 In VS3 we come to a third instruction. It is the corrective to the tendency of believers to lose heart 

under the strain of what opposes or makes hard living by faith. We are to continually “consider Jesus who 

endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.”  

 Among the more alarming and false notions of being a Christian, is the notion that being a 

Christian and being the Church somehow raises one above the realm of anything unpleasant or harmful. 

Said another way, faith is wrongly thought about in terms of a good feeling, always being joyful, nothing 

ever unpleasant, sad, or difficult.  Living under this false notion of faith, when things are difficult it is easy 

then to conclude that either I don’t have faith, or I don’t have the right faith or enough faith.  Sadly and 

wrongly we have made human experience the test of faith and/or the proof of God’s faithfulness—that if 

all is well faith is good and God is good, and if all is not well, then God and believing in Him is nonsense.  

 According to the Bible the corrective to a tendency to lose heart is not to go looking for that good 

feeling again. Rather, the corrective from God’s Word is: consider Jesus who endured such hostility against 

himself… This word “consider” has a mathematical sense to it.  It implies to make careful assessment; to 

take a hard analytical look; to make a complete analysis once and for all; to form a just and accurate 

estimate.  Challenges to faith are to be dwelt with by the Christian considering the hostility Jesus endured 

at the cross.  

 When you consider Jesus as opposed to your human experience, something happens to you and to 

your faith in Him. Your experience, your emotions, your thinking, and your believing are adjusted in the 

light of Jesus’s life and work at the cross. Growing weary and losing heart are not well-handled and/or 

finally put off by human resourcefulness and feel-good religion. (Pink) – We are to thoughtfully consider 

Jesus who was hounded and persecuted as none other ever was. 

 We are probably familiar with the words the prophet Isaiah wrote about Jesus.  From the New 

Living Translation of the Bible, Isaiah described Jesus and what He endured this way: He was despised and 

rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with bitterest grief. How often grief tests our faith; so too was 

Jesus tested by it and endured. He was wounded and crushed for our sins… He was beaten… He was 

whipped… He was oppressed and treated harshly… Ever been mocked or made fun of for your being 

Christian? Jesus was mocked and endured. He was led as a lamb to the slaughter. He had done no wrong, 

and he never deceived anyone.  Ever been wrongly accused or taken the wrap because of the faith you 

professed? Jesus was and endured. (Pink) – There was scarcely anything about Jesus that was not 

opposed.”  

 So the point of the writer of Hebrews is, you Christian, are to consider Jesus and these things about 

Him when either little tiny pressures or great opposition come against you and your faith and you slip 

toward weariness.   Do not simply make yourself stoic, or your emotions cold. Do not counter with verbal 

arguments, or hide behind the best of spiritual platitudes. Do not throw up your hands in despair or 

discouragement, dread or defeat. Rather, “thoughtfully consider (Jesus) who was hounded and 

persecuted as none other ever was,” so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. (Pink) – “When you 

are weary in your mind because of trails and injuries from enemies of God, consider Christ, and this will 

quiet and suppress your corrupt propensities to murmur and impatience.  Set Jesus before your 

heart…Only as the heart is encouragingly occupied with Christ’s endurance of the hostility against 
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himself, will our resolution be strong to endure unto the end… It is when the heart grows cold toward 

Christ, that there is a lack of the exercise of faith and a decline in spiritual vigor and strength.” 

 When the flesh is weak, or the odds against you great, or the opposition to faith seemingly 

overwhelming, set Jesus before your heart. We do this in worship, in prayer. Reading and study of the 

Scripture sets Jesus before our heart.  Fellowship strengthens this act; being in community nurtures it.  

When you find yourself flagging in your faith, go over that story again, item by item, that long litany of 

hostility Jesus plowed through. That will shoot adrenaline into your souls. (Hebrews 12:3,4 from The 

Message)   

 The writer of Hebrews then goes on to urge Christians to remember one of the greatest truths 

when he wrote this question VS5: Have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? My 

son/daughter, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord nor be weary when reproved by him.  For the 

Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son/daughter whom he receives. It is for discipline that 

you have to endure.  God is treating you as sons.  

 Enduring in the race of faith comes not only from considering Jesus, but it also comes from 

remembering you are the son or daughter of King Jesus.  And as a son or daughter of King Jesus the Bible 

tells us that struggles of faith happen with a profound divine purpose: they prove your sonship or 

daughtership to God, AND they result eventually in a holier you with more righteous fruit.  

 Now, you and I might protest: God, since you are God and everything, could you use less painful 

ways to do these things?  Do I really have to experience tribulation in order to have more patience? Do I 

really have to experience disappointment to learn that I do not control everything?  Do I really have to 

experience loss in order to realize that you are Lord and giver of life? Do I really have to suffer to become 

more like Jesus?  

 Beloved, it is among the most difficult things for us to grasp, but it seems God is most wise in that 

with hardship and trial God makes faith stronger. Listen again to His word at chapter 12, verse 7, from a 

translation of the Bible called The Message: God is educating you; that’s why you must never drop out. He’s 

treating you as dear children. This trouble you’re in isn’t punishment; it’s training, the normal experience of 

children. Only irresponsible parents leave children to fend for themselves. Would you prefer an irresponsible 

God? We respect our own parents for training and not spoiling us, so why not embrace God’s training so we 

can truly live? While we were children, our parents did what seemed best to them. But God is doing 

what is best for us, training us to live God’s holy best. At the time, discipline isn’t much fun. It always feels like 

it’s going against the grain. Later, of course, it pays off handsomely, for it’s the well-trained who find 

themselves mature in their relationship with God. 

 So, life is fierce for you right now?… Your faith is under attack? You are in the midst of a fierce 

storm, perhaps on the inside, maybe on the outside, perhaps on all sides?  Consider Jesus—set Jesus and 

what He endured before your heart, and do not grow weary; Remember, you are the King’s kid, and God 

disciplines those He loves;  Your fierce fight of faith now has a most blessed end: it proves you belong to 

God and brings about God’s holy best for you—being in a mature relationship with Him.   

 So then what?  How does the Lord’s discipline amidst the challenges to faith mean to play out? 

Lord willing, when you return next Sunday we will consider exactly that.   


