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LESSON ELEVEN

Bible Story: 
Lydia Hears Good News 
Acts 16:6-15

Evangelism

Our world has rapidly shrunk in recent years. People now travel from country to country the
way they used to go from one state to another. Yet, we don’t even have to go anywhere to
encounter other cultures: Through the Internet, we can contact anyone in the world without
delay! The classrooms, the neighborhoods and the sports teams in which children live often
include friends from a variety of cultures. In such a world, how can we help children develop
a respect for other cultures and yet still tell the uncompromised truth about Jesus? 

Paul’s life gives us an excellent example. Paul had a clear mission from God: to focus on
telling non-Jews about Jesus, although he himself was a Jew. Paul also gave us a clear
model for how to approach people who have no understanding of the gospel. Rather than
criticize them for wrong beliefs, Paul understood Greek and Roman culture and used their
interests and beliefs to prepare them to hear about Jesus. Because Paul understood what
they worshiped, read what they
read and listened to their phi-
losophies, he was able to use
what they understood and val-
ued to help make the story of
Jesus clear to them. 

We would do well to imitate
Paul! As we learn about the cul-
tures of the world and even the
cultures (music, movies, books,
religions and philosophies) of
the people in our own home-
towns, we gain a greater under-
standing of the values and inter-
ests of others. This knowledge
helps us prepare as we ask God
to show us how to help nonbe-
lievers understand what Jesus
did for them. Use the discussion
in this lesson to help children
recognize opportunities they may have to express or demonstrate Christian truth in ways
that will open doors to becoming witnesses for Jesus. Our actions and words will demon-
strate how to become all things to all people, so that by all possible means we might help
some come to know Jesus (see 1 Corinthians 9:22)! Ask God to help you give children the
motivation to be witnesses for Him.

Teacher’s Devotional

God’s Word

“Let your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father 

in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
For Younger Children:

“Your good actions help others learn about God.”

God’s Word & Me

My actions and words can be a witness for Jesus, 
helping others see and understand what it 

means to be a Christian.
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LESSON ELEVEN

Coloring/Puzzle Center
Younger Child Option 
Review the Bible story while completing coloring page    

Materials
Lesson 11 Coloring Page (p. 197) for each student,
crayons

Older Child Option
Review ways of witnessing about Jesus while completing
puzzle page 

Materials
Lesson 11 Puzzle Page (p. 198) for each student, pencils

Bible Story Center
Bible Story
Lydia Hears Good News • Acts 16:6-15

Younger Child Option
Touch and feel fabric pieces that represent story
action

Older Child Option
Follow a pattern to solve a code and discover the
daily mission “be a witness about Jesus”

Game Center
Younger Child Option 
Play a game to tell the names of
friends who Jesus loves

Materials
Bible, Agent Music CD and player,
index cards, marker

Older Child Option
Play a flashlight game and talk about
what the words “let our light shine”
mean and ways of witnessing for
Jesus

Materials
Bible, flashlight

Worship Center
For the Younger and Older Child
Participate in large-group activities to review 
Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials
Bibles, Agent Music CD and player, song charts 
(pp. 248, 250), at least two rolls of crepe paper

Art Center
Younger Child Option
Color in the letters of Jesus’ name with a variety of 
colors and patterns, and talk about the good news 
of Jesus’ love

Materials
Bible, Lesson 11 Pattern Page (p. 196), markers

Older Child Option
Make bead candles as reminders of what it means to 
obey Matthew 5:16

Materials 
Bible, chenille wires (one for each child), yellow plastic
tapered beads (one for each child), large interlocking 
plastic beads in at least two colors (ten for each child)

Planning Page
Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which
children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for schedule
tips and pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and
younger children). Also plan who will lead each center 
(for staffing tips see pp. 19-21). Use the reproducible
planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.
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LESSON ELEVEN

Bonus Theme Ideas
Bonus Theme Ideas can be used at any time during this session: as an additional activity center,
to extend the session for a longer time or for added theme excitement. 

Build-a-Snack
Collect the following ingredients and set them out on sep-
arate plates: large marshmallows, a variety of fruits cut into
small pieces, minimarshmallows, and coffee-stirring sticks.
Children build snacks by skewering marshmallows, mini-
marshmallows and pieces of fruit onto one or more sticks
(see sketch). (Optional: Provide purple napkins and
explain that in today’s Bible story, children will hear
about a woman who made expensive purple cloth.)

Post a note alerting parents
to the use of food. Also, check
registration forms for possible
food allergies.

Top-Secret Talk
Announce to children that today they will havea top-secret method of saying certain words.For example, tell children to tap one time onsomeone’s back for “no,” two taps for “yes”and three taps for “let’s go.” Children mayalso enjoy using their fingers to trace lettersof words on the backs of friends. (Optional:Assign each group of children a differentway of talking: say “log” in front of everyvowel, say “so” in front of every word, etc.) Throughout

the session, use the top-secret talk yourself and encourage chil-
dren to do the same.

Mission of Love

Contact your church staff to find out projects children can help

raise money to support. Explain to children how the money

students raise will benefit others. Give each child a clean baby

food jar or other small container. Children decorate jars or con-

tainers by writing or drawing with permanent markers, adding

stickers, etc.  Children fold construction-paper squares in half

to make stand-up cards and print “Coins for Change” on the

front of their cards. Children take home jars or containers and

stand-up cards. Send a letter to parents explaining the project.

You may also place one or more jars in a well-traveled place at

your church. Be sure to report the results to the congregation!
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LESSON ELEVEN

Bible Story Center
for younger children
Acts 16:6-15

Collect
Bible.

Introduction
Make a pillow with your hands and pretend
to rest your head on it if you can tell about
a dream you’ve had. Volunteers answer.
Listen to hear what Paul, a man in the 
Bible, dreamed about.

Tell the Story
Paul was a man who loved God very much. Paul
wanted everyone to know about Jesus, God’s
Son. Up and down the dusty roads Paul would
walk. He would stop in towns and tell the good
news: “God loves you, and Jesus is His Son.”

One night, Paul had a dream. In the dream, a man
asked him to please come to his country. After Paul woke up, he and his friends got into a boat. They sailed to
a big town in that country.

The big town was called Philippi. It was near the ocean. Many people came there to buy and sell things. One
thing people bought and sold in Philippi was cloth dyed a beautiful purple color. 

Paul and his friends walked alongside a river. They found a group of women. The women had come together
to pray. These women loved God. They wanted to hear all about Jesus and His love. Paul told them that Jesus 
is God’s Son. Paul’s words were good news! 

Many women believed Paul’s words. One woman named Lydia believed the good news about Jesus. Lydia sold
purple cloth. She probably sold the cloth to rich people. She may have even had a big house. Lydia was bap-
tized. So was everyone in her house! They all showed they believed that Jesus was God’s Son. 

Now Lydia was part of God’s family, so she wanted to share! Lydia asked Paul and his friends to stay at her
house. She wanted to help them. Paul and his friends stayed at Lydia’s house. Paul and his friends had come 
a long, long way to tell people in Philippi the good news about Jesus!

God’s Word & Me
Lydia must have been very glad to know that Jesus loved her. And Paul must have been very glad to be
the one who told Lydia about Jesus’ love. 

We can help other people learn about Jesus, too. In the Bible, Jesus said, “Your good actions help others
learn about God.” When we say and do good things, our friends learn how people who love Jesus act.
We can show Jesus’ love to people. And we can tell others that Jesus loves them!

Special
 Agent 

Option

In a box labeled “Top Secret,” place small pieces

of three kinds of fabric: flannel to represent the

time when Paul was asleep, blue to represent

water and purple to represent the cloth Lydia

sold. Cut enough pieces so that each child has

one piece of each fabric. At the appropriate

times in the story, remove fabric pieces from

box and give to children. 
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LESSON ELEVEN

Bible Story Center
for older children
Acts 16:6-15

Collect
Bible. 

Prepare
Print one of these questions at the top of sepa-
rate sheets of paper: “Who?”“What?”“When?”
“Where?”“Why?” Number each question from
one to five. Attach papers to classroom walls.

Introduction
What’s the most important thing you think
someone should know about Jesus? What
would you tell someone who had never heard
about Jesus? Volunteers respond. Today in our
Bible story we’re going to hear what Paul told
about Jesus. Several times during the story or at
the end of the story, invite volunteers to answer
interview questions as if they were characters in the story.
(Optional: Videotape questions and answers.) For example,
ask, “Paul, how did you feel about the dream you had?” A
student might answer, “At first I was afraid, but then I real-
ized it was a message from God.”)

Tell the Story
Paul and his friends Silas and Timothy started out on a trip.
Now, they had no idea how long this trip would last. They
didn’t even know exactly where they would be going! But
they did know why they were taking this trip: They wanted
to keep spreading the good news about Jesus. And they
knew that God’s Holy Spirit would guide them and be with
them everywhere they went.

After leaving the country of Galatia, Paul and Silas traveled
toward an area called Mysia (MISH-ee-uh). We don’t know
how God did it, but the Bible tells us that the Holy Spirit
directed them past Mysia and on to another town called
Troas. Paul and his friends were ready to follow God wher-
ever He wanted them to go! 

One night when they were in Troas, perhaps when Paul was trying to sleep, he suddenly saw a vision of a
man in front of him! Paul must have rubbed his eyes in surprise! Paul could tell that this man was from Mace-
donia across the sea in the northern part of Greece. “Come over to Macedonia and help us,” the man said.

Right away, Paul knew that this was the direction he’d been waiting for! God wanted them to take His good
news across the Aegean Sea to Macedonia. Paul woke his friends and they went out early, searching for any
boat that would take them to Macedonia.

Before class, prepare several copies of each of

the papers shown in the sketch. Place papers

and pencils in a box labeled “Top Secret.” At

the end of the story, volunteers remove items,

match each puzzle to a pattern and then fol-

low the patterns to discover the daily mission

“be a witness about Jesus.”

Special
 Agent 

Option
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LESSON ELEVEN

Two days later they landed in Macedonia. They began to travel along the Egnatian Way, the famous high-
way the Romans had built all the way across Macedonia. They walked about 10 miles (16 km) and came 
to Philippi, the most important city in the area. 

Whenever he entered a new city, Paul usually went to the local synagogue as a place to begin sharing 
the exciting news about Jesus. But in Philippi there was no synagogue. That means there weren’t even 
10 Jewish men in the city. According to Jewish law, it took at least that many to start a synagogue. 

So instead of going to the synagogue Paul and his friends went to the river. They knew that if there
weren’t enough Jews to start a synagogue, the custom was to meet for prayer near running water. Sure
enough, a group of women had come to the river for prayer. Paul and his friends began talking to them
about Jesus. 

One well-dressed woman was especially interested in what Paul had to say. This woman’s name was Lydia,
and she had a business selling expensive purple cloth. Lydia worshiped God, even though she wasn’t Jewish.

Lydia paid close attention to Paul as he told how Jesus died for the sins of everyone in the world and that
He came back to life again. She knew that no one but God had the power to bring anyone back to life.
Now she had to decide whether or not she believed that Jesus is the Son of the one true God who has
power over death and life. God’s Holy Spirit helped Lydia understand that Paul’s message about Jesus was
true! Jesus had died to pay for her sin so that she could be forgiven and live forever with God. Not only did
Lydia become the first person in Philippi to believe this good news about Jesus, but her whole household,
probably including servants and their families, also came to know Him!

Paul asked Lydia if she would like to be baptized. All through the New Testament the followers of Jesus
baptized new believers with water to show that their sins were forgiven and that they were members of
God’s family. What a great day for Lydia and her new friends!

After Lydia and everyone in her household was baptized, Lydia wanted to help Paul and his friends. She
knew that they needed a place to sleep and food to eat, so she invited them to stay at her house! Paul 
and his friends were glad for Lydia’s willingness to share her home with them. And Lydia was glad that
Paul had shared the good news about Jesus.

God’s Word & Me
The good news that Paul preached is the same good news that we can help others learn about.
Every day we have opportunities to talk with lots of different people. As we get to know them, we
might find out that they believe different things than we believe about God and Jesus. Even when
we disagree, however, we can always show respect. Because God loves every person, all people
deserve our respect. Our words and actions can always help others learn about God’s love. 

Listen to these words that Jesus said when He was teaching us how to live. Read Matthew 5:16. Jesus
said these words because He wanted us to know that our words and actions can make a difference
in the lives of others. Our right actions show our love for God, and might result in an opportunity to
witness or talk about what it means to be a Christian.

>> What are some ways of acting that show others what it means to be a Christian? (Being honest.
Treating others fairly.)

>> What kinds of things can kids your age say to witness about what it means to be a Christian?
(Being a Christian means I believe that God loves me and helps me know what to do. Being a Christ-
ian means that I believe the Bible is true.) 

>> Why might someone not believe that Jesus is God’s Son? (Haven’t heard about Jesus. Their parents
have taught them to believe something else.)  

>> What might stop a kid your age from witnessing about Jesus? (Don’t know what to say. Afraid
someone will make fun of him or her. Don’t think others want to know about Jesus.) Pray with chil-
dren, asking God’s help in being witnesses about Jesus and showing children times their actions and
words can help others learn about God.
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LESSON ELEVEN

Game Center
for younger children
Acts 16:6-15

Collect
Bible, Agent Music CD and player, index
cards, marker.

Prepare
Write the numbers 1 and 2 on an equal num-
ber of separate index cards. Place one card
for each child facedown in a circle on the
floor.

Do
1. As you play “God’s Kids,” children walk

around the cards. After 10 to 15 seconds
stop the music. Children stop walking.
Each child picks up the card closest to
him or her and says the number on the
card. 

2. Volunteers take turns completing the sentence, “Jesus loves (saying the
names of the appropriate number of friends).” Repeat as time permits,
changing the way children move around the circle (slowly, clapping
hands, pretending to fly, waving hands in the air, hopping).

Talk About
>> In today’s Bible story, Paul and his friends told a woman

named Lydia the good news about Jesus. You can tell
your friends the good news about Jesus’ love. 

>> Cole, I see a number one on the card you picked up.
What is the name of one of your friends? Let’s say this 
sentence together: “Jesus loves (Gabriel).”

>> Quentin, what friend do you like to play with? It’s good news to know that
Jesus loves (Niki). You can tell Niki about Jesus’ love. 

>> Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You that Jesus loves us. Help us tell our friends about Jesus’ love. In
Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children
Draw several hearts of varying sizes on a sheet of butcher paper. Print “Jesus loves . . .” on the butcher paper.
Instead of index cards, place different colored markers on floor in circle. When music stops, each child picks
up the nearest marker, runs to the butcher paper and writes the name of a friend in one of the hearts. Chil-
dren arrange markers in a new path (curvy, zigzag, etc.) and play again. Continue as time allows, trying to 
fill up each heart with names of children who need to know the good news about Jesus’ love. (Optional: If
appropriate in your situation, provide completed paper to prayer team in your church who will pray for 
each of the named children.)

God’s Word

“Let your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father 

in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
For Younger Children:

“Your good actions help others learn about God.”

God’s Word & Me

My actions and words can be a witness for Jesus, 
helping others see and understand what it 

means to be a Christian.
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LESSON ELEVEN

Game Center
for older children
Acts 16:6-15

Collect
Bible, flashlight (such as mini Maglite®). 

Do
1. Children stand in a circle around a

table or on hard surface. Place a flash-
light in the middle and turn it on. Spin
the flashlight. (Note: If using flashlight
with protruding switch, spin the flash-
light with switch facing up.) When the
flashlight stops spinning, look to see
on whom the light is shining. Child
says (or reads) Matthew 5:16. 

2. Child who said the verse spins the
flashlight for the next round. Continue
as time permits. (Variation: Instead of
having the child on whom the light is
shining say the verse, ask another child
to read the verse leaving out one or more words for the 
child to fill in.)

Talk About
>> Read Matthew 5:16. What do the words “let our light

shine” mean? (We show others by our actions and by
our words that we love and obey Jesus.)

>> When has someone helped you learn the good
news about Jesus? Why is it important to witness or
tell about Jesus’ love to others? (Other people might
never know that Jesus loves them. Jesus commanded us
to witness about Him. We shouldn’t keep good news to
ourselves.) Briefly tell children about a time you wit-
nessed about Jesus’ love. 

>> What might make it hard to tell the good news about Jesus?
(We don’t know if the person believes in Jesus. Others might not understand what we’re talking about.) 

>> What are some times that kids your age might want to know about Jesus’ love and the ways that
Jesus helps His followers? (When they have problems or bad things happen. When they think no one
cares about them.) When we show Jesus’ love by our actions and words, we are witnessing about
Him. Lead children in prayer, asking God to show us times to witness about Jesus. 

For Younger Children
Instead of saying or reading Matthew 5:16 when the light shines on a child, he or she says the name of a
friend or family member who Jesus loves. Make sure that every child has a chance to tell a name. 

God’s Word

“Let your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father 

in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
For Younger Children:

“Your good actions help others learn about God.”

God’s Word & Me

My actions and words can be a witness for Jesus, 
helping others see and understand what it 

means to be a Christian.
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LESSON ELEVEN

Art Center
for younger children
Acts 16:6-15

Collect
Bible, Lesson 11 Pattern Page (p. 196), 
markers. 

Prepare
Make a copy of the Pattern Page for each
child.

Do
1. Give each child a copy of the Pattern

Page. Say each letter on the page as you
point to it so that children are able to
“read” the name of Jesus. 

2. Children color the letters with different
colors. Encourage children to fill letters
with different patterns (stripes, circles,
dots, curvy lines, etc.).  

Talk About
>> What letter does Jesus’ name start with? When we see

Jesus’ name, it reminds us that He loves us. It’s good
news to know that Jesus loves all of us. We can tell our
friends about Jesus’ love. 

>> Put your finger on each letter and say the letters with
me. Jesus loves (Gage). Jesus loves (Vincent).
Continue, naming each child in the group. 

>> Casey, who is one of your friends? Jesus loves
(Jaden). You can tell the good news that
Jesus loves us. Pray briefly, Thank You, Jesus,
for loving each person. Please help us tell
the good news that You love us. Amen.

For Older Children
In addition to a copy of the Pattern Page for each child, provide black construction paper and glue. Children
color Jesus’ name, using a variety of colors and patterns. Children cut out letters. Collect all letters and mix
them up. Place letters face down. Then let children take turns turning over letters and collecting them until
they have all the letters for Jesus’ name. Children glue letters onto black construction paper. 

God’s Word

“Let your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father 

in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
For Younger Children:

“Your good actions help others learn about God.”

God’s Word & Me

My actions and words can be a witness for Jesus, 
helping others see and understand what it 

means to be a Christian.
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LESSON ELEVEN

Art Center
for older children
Acts 16:6-15

Collect
Bible, chenille wires (one for each child),
yellow plastic tapered beads (one for each
child), large interlocking plastic beads in
two colors (10 for each child).

Prepare
Make a sample candle.

Do
1. Give each child a chenille wire, one

tapered bead and 10 interlocking
beads (two different colors). Each 
child bends wire about 3 inches
(7.5 cm) from one end (demonstrate
as you give directions). 

2. Each child then threads the 10 inter-
locking beads onto the chenille wire, alternating two colors, to the
bend topping it off with the tapered bead (see sketches a and b).

3. To make the candle stand, child bends the remaining wire 11⁄ 2

inches (4 cm) from the base of the candle and back to the base
(see sketch c). Repeat for each leg of the candle stand. Adjust 
position of wires as needed to make the candle stand up straight. 

Talk About
>> Read Matthew 5:16. Jesus told us to let our light shine before others. Why does 

He want us to do that? (So others will come to know the good news of Jesus’ love.)  

>> How do you usually hear about good news? What are some ways we can witness or tell 
others the good news about Jesus? (Talk to friends about Jesus’ love when we’re spending time 
with them. Invite people to church. Show Jesus’ love by our actions.)

>> When we are making right choices and showing that we want to love and obey God, how is that
like telling others about Jesus? (People see the way we live and it helps them learn what God has
planned for people.)

>> What are some of the ways you’ve seen others witness about Jesus’ love? What are some things
you can tell others about Jesus? (The stories about Jesus in the Bible are true. Jesus showed people
the right way to live. Jesus died and is alive now so that everyone can know God’s love.)

>> Our candles can remind us to always “let our light shine” so that others learn about Jesus. Pray,
thanking God for Jesus and asking God to show us times we can witness about Jesus.

For Younger Children
Ahead of time, make the candle stands. Children thread the beads onto the stands.

God’s Word

“Let your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father 

in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
For Younger Children:

“Your good actions help others learn about God.”

God’s Word & Me

My actions and words can be a witness for Jesus, 
helping others see and understand what it 

means to be a Christian.

a.

b.

c.
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LESSON ELEVEN

Worship Center
for younger and older children
Acts 16:6-15

Collect
Bibles, Agent Music CD and player, song
charts (pp. 248, 250), at least two rolls of 
crepe paper.

Team Game
Divide group into two or more teams. (Op-
tional: Volunteers from each team choose
names for their teams.) Invite at least four 
or five children from each team to stand
together in a group. Give a roll of crepe
paper to one child in each group. At your 
signal, child wraps crepe paper around his 
or her waist two times (so that the end is
anchored securely) and then passes the
crepe paper to another child in the group.
Child wraps crepe paper around his or her
waist and passes on the roll. When all chil-
dren in the group have been connected, the group reverses the process. The first group to get unwrapped 
is the winner. Team members cheer for their team. Repeat as time permits.

Bible Verse Game
Repeat Matthew 5:16 aloud with children. Then ask a volunteer to be your partner. Ask your partner to
choose “odd” or “even.” Each of you puts a hand behind your back and together count “one-two-three.” On
“three,” both of you put a hand in front of you with one to five fingers showing. If the total number of 
fingers is odd, the person who chose “odd” says the verse aloud. If the total is even, the other player says 
the verse. Then invite children to form pairs. (Give help as needed.) Lead pairs in this activity several times. 

Song
Lead children in singing “Mission of Love.” Add motions and/or clapping if desired. 

Prayer 
How many words can you think of that describe Jesus? Volunteers respond. These words remind us 
of the things we want to help others learn when we witness about Jesus. Let’s ask God to help us 
see opportunities to share about Jesus with others. Lead children in prayer. 

Song
Lead children in singing “Be Strong and Courageous.” Add motions and/or clapping if desired. 

God’s Word

“Let your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father 

in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
For Younger Children:

“Your good actions help others learn about God.”

God’s Word & Me

My actions and words can be a witness for Jesus, 
helping others see and understand what it 

means to be a Christian.
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LESSON ELEVEN • Pattern Page
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LESSON ELEVEN • Coloring Page

Who can you tell about Jesus’ love?

Lydia believes
in Jesus.
Acts 16:11-15
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LESSON ELEVEN • Puzzle Page

BIBLE CHARACTERS—NEW TESTAMENT

Puzzling Words
Find the Bible verses and fill in the names of these people
from the book of Acts who witnessed about Jesus.

  ACROSS
1. He preached about Jesus 
    to a large crowd in Jerusalem. 
    (Acts 2:14)
2. She lived in Philippi and became 
    a Christian after listening to Paul 
    tell about Jesus. (Acts 16:14)
5. The Bible describes this man as so full 
    of God’s power that he was able to do 
    many miracles. Later, he was killed 
    because of his faith in God. (Acts 6:8)

      DOWN
  1. After he believed that 
      Jesus is God’s Son, this man 
      traveled to many places telling 
      about Jesus. (Acts 17:2,3)
       3. She was known for helping 
           poor widows. (Acts 9:36)
         4. This man wrote five books of the 
             New Testament. Four of these 
             books are named after him.
6. He explained the Scriptures to an 
    Ethiopian (Acts 8:26,27,35)

6

2

1

4

5

3

Choose one or two clues and 
rewrite them to describe ways 
you can witness about Jesus. 
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