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LESSON SEVEN

Bible Story: 
Elisha’s Surprise
2 Kings 6:8-23

Bullies

Bullies—we’ve all known a few! Did bullies punch you in the school hallway? Take your
lunch money? Call you names? Make fun of you? Human nature wants to hurt bullies in
return. But there are powerful supernatural ways to overcome the bullies of the world—
by showing genuine kindness! Elisha gave us a delightfully ironic example.

Aramean soldiers were camped around Elisha’s home. When his terrified servant report-
ed what he saw, Elisha asked God to make the servant able to see God’s army around the
enemy. He then asked God to blind the enemy soldiers. Elisha could have easily killed every
blind Aramean and given God praise for delivering the enemy into his hands. Instead, he
gave them a creative object lesson! He marched them into the city of Samaria. Once the
gate was locked behind them, he asked God to restore their sight! They had time to take
stock of the situation as the king of Israel debated about ways to kill them! But Elisha told
the king no. He instructed the
people to prepare food for these
soldiers instead! A meal was not
only a stunning act of kindness;
eating together also symbolized
being at peace. Even though he
could have taken revenge, Elisha
gave everyone a hands-on (and
tasty!) lesson in active kindness. 

Kids today all know what it’s like
to be “picked on.”They have all
wanted to hurt in return for cru-
elty. And some children may
need to first consider the ques-
tion, Am I a bully? Point out
through this amazing story that
God can help them solve bully
problems—when they ask for
His help! Give children sugges-
tions for actions and words that
will help them stay safe. If appropriate, help them evaluate their own actions and words.
Above all, remind them that God promises to be with them just as when His army camped
around Elisha’s house. He promises wisdom (see James 1:5) so that they and the parents and
teachers who care for them can see solutions, even while demonstrating God’s kindness
and forgiveness. God will give them power and protection so that they do not have to feel
alone when facing bullies.

Teacher’s Devotional

God’s Word

“I tell you: Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you.”

Matthew 5:44
For Younger Children:

“Love others and pray for them.”

God’s Word & Me

Treating others kindly, even while protecting myself,
helps me show God’s love to others. 
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LESSON SEVEN

Coloring/Puzzle Center
Younger Child Option 
Review the Bible story while completing coloring page   

Materials
Lesson 7 Coloring Page (p. 141) for each student, crayons

Older Child Option
Compare Bible verses about loving enemies while com-
pleting puzzle page  

Materials
Lesson 7 Puzzle Page (p. 142) for each student, pencils

Bible Story Center
Bible Story
Elisha’s Surprise • 2 Kings 6:8-23

Younger Child Option
Move stand-up cards to show story action

Older Child Option
Children fold and assemble papers to discover the
daily mission “love your enemies”

Game Center
Younger Child Option 
Play a helping game, and talk about
showing God’s love when others are
mean

Materials
Bible, Agent Music CD and player,
paper, tape

Older Child Option
Play a relay jumping game, saying 
the words of Matthew 5:44, and talk
about God’s help when facing bullies

Materials
Bible, masking tape, paper, markers

Worship Center
For the Younger and Older Child
Participate in large-group activities to review 
Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials
Bibles, Agent Music CD and player, song charts 
(pp. 246, 250), inflated balloons

Art Center
Younger Child Option
Create string-art paintings on paper hearts and name 
people to show God’s love to

Materials
Bible, newspaper, tempera paint, shallow baking pans,
white construction paper, scissors, clothespins, yarn

Older Child Option
Make and decorate glasses and discuss ways of “seeing”
enemies so that we can show God’s love to them

Materials 
Bible, Lesson 7 Pattern Page (p. 140), white card stock,
acetate, scissors, card stock, pencils, markers, decorating
materials, glue stick, several staplers

Planning Page
Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which
children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for schedule
tips and pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and
younger children). Also plan who will lead each center 
(for staffing tips see pp. 19-21). Use the reproducible
planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.
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LESSON SEVEN

Bonus Theme Ideas
Bonus Theme Ideas can be used at any time during this session: as an additional activity center,
to extend the session for a longer time or for added theme excitement. 

Agent Discovery

Prepare a large sheet of butcher paper by using a white

crayon to write each child’s name. (For a large group, write

each child’s name on a separate sheet of paper.) Challenge

children to discover each other’s names. Set out the pre-

pared butcher paper (or give each child a separate sheet).

Give each child a watercolor marker to color over the paper

and discover the name of an agent. 

Mystery Salad
Prepare salad ahead of time (see recipe below). Gather children
together and ask for several volunteers who will try to identify
the items in the Mystery Salad. One at a time, blindfold each vol-
unteer and let each sample one of the salad ingredients, alternat-
ing easy- and hard-to-guess items. Children identify the ingredi-
ents. Give help as needed. Then serve the Mystery Salad to chil-
dren in small disposable cups or bowls. Ingredients: 1 dozen
apples, sliced; 2 cups halved seedless grapes, 1 cup raisins, 1 cut
chopped walnuts, 1/3 cup brown sugar, 1 tablespoon cinnamon,
1 teaspoon nutmeg. Instructions: Place sliced apples in large
bowl, add raisins, walnuts, brown sugar, cinnamon and nutmeg
and stir. Add grapes. Refrigerate until ready to serve.

Post a note alerting parents
to the use of food. Also, check
registration forms for possible
food allergies.

Caught in the Act
Throughout today’s lesson, give prize ticketsor stickers to children caught acting like aspecial agent serving God (sharing, caring,forgiving, etc.). Prize tickets may beexchanged for prizes.
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LESSON SEVEN

Bible Story Center
for younger children
2 Kings 6:8-23

Collect
Bible.

Introduction
Hold up three fingers. How many fingers am
I holding up? Volunteers answer. Hold up
seven fingers for children to count. Now let’s
close our eyes. Hold up five fingers. Can you
see how many fingers I am holding up? Chil-
dren open eyes. We need to see to do lots of
things. Listen to hear about some men who
had to walk far without being able to see!

Tell the Story
The Arameans were enemies of God’s people, the
Israelites. Elisha loved and obeyed God. And Elisha
was making the king of the Arameans very angry!
Every time the king made a secret plan, God told Elisha what was going to happen. So when the Arameans
came to fight the Israelites, the Israelites were always ready for them! Finally, the king of the Arameans was so
angry at Elisha that he sent an army to capture Elisha! 

At night, the army surrounded the town where Elisha was. In the morning, Elisha’s helper saw the army. He
told Elisha, “Oh, no! There is an army waiting outside! What will we do?”

Elisha said, “Don’t be afraid.” Elisha prayed that God would show his helper how God was protecting them. The
helper looked again and all around the enemy army he saw horses and chariots that looked like fire! God was
protecting Elisha and his helper.

Then Elisha prayed again. He prayed that God would make the enemy army blind. God did! So Elisha led the
army of blind men to the city where the king of Israel was. The people shut the gates so the army could not
get away. Then Elisha prayed again. He prayed that God would let the army see again. God did! The soldiers
looked around. Uh-oh—they were trapped! 

The king of Israel wanted to hurt these enemy soldiers. But Elijah told him, “We will not hurt them. Give these sol-
diers food and water and then let them go back home.” So the people made a big dinner for the enemy soldiers.
They were kind to the enemies who had come to capture Elisha! Then they let the enemy soldiers go home. 

The Arameans must have been surprised by such kindness. They stopped trying to fight Elisha and the
Israelites for a while.

God’s Word & Me
Elisha could have decided to fight against the mean soldiers. But instead, he prayed to God and asked
God’s help. Then when God protected him, Elisha was kind to the soldiers. In the Bible, Jesus said, “Love
others and pray for them.” That’s just what Elisha did! And that’s what we can do, too. 

Sometimes other kids might be mean to us. We can pray and ask God to help us and protect us. God has
given us people like moms and dads and teachers who will help us know how to stay safe. We can show
God’s love to others, too. God will help us!

Special
 Agent 

Option

Fold five small index cards in half to make stand-up

cards. On separate cards, draw one of the following:

stick figure with “Elisha” printed below, crown shape

colored blue with “king” printed below to represent

the Aramean king, stick figure with “helper” printed

below, five stick figures with “army” printed below,

crown shape colored red with “king” printed below to

represent the Israelite king. (Optional: Make a set of

cards for each child.) Place cards in a box labeled “Top

Secret.” At the appropriate times in the story, remove

items from box. Move cards to show story action.

AIA Lesson 7   10/23/06  2:28 PM  Page 132



© 2007 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted. Agents in Action 133

LESSON SEVEN

Bible Story Center
for older children
2 Kings 6:8-23

Collect
Bible, five large sheets of paper, markers, tape. 

Prepare
Print one of these questions at the top of sepa-
rate sheets of paper: “Who?”“What?”“When?”
“Where?”“Why?” Number each question from
one to five. Attach papers to classroom walls.

Introduction
When has someone done something kind to
surprise you? (Friend gave me a present. Grand-
parent took me on a trip. Teacher said there wasn’t
any homework.) Today in our Bible story, we’ll
find out how a man named Elisha surprised a
whole army of soldiers. As you tell the Bible story,
invite children to hold up the appropriate number
of fingers when they first hear an answer to one
of the questions on the sheets of paper. Write, or
ask a helper, to write answers to the questions 
on the sheets of paper. 

Tell the Story
Elisha was a prophet of God who lived in Israel.
Elisha told God’s messages to the people of Israel
and their king. God also gave Elisha power to do
amazing things. 

At this time, some people called the Arameans were at
war with Israel. But the king of the Arameans was getting
very upset. The Israelite army always KNEW what he was
going to do before he did it! Was there a spy in his army? 
No. It was just that God kept telling Elisha all of the
Arameans’ battle plans! And Elisha told the king of
Israel everything God said!

Finally, one officer in the Aramean army told the king that Elisha the prophet was the one who was finding
out and telling all the king’s plans. “Elisha even tells the king of Israel what you say in your bedroom!” he
added. 

The king of the Arameans was FURIOUS! He sent out spies to find out where Elisha was. When he found out
that Elisha was at a city called Dothan, the king sent soldiers to CAPTURE Elisha. 

When Elisha’s servant got up early the next morning, there were Aramean soldiers all around the city! Elisha’s
servant was AFRAID! But Elisha knew God had armies of His own! Elisha asked God to show his servant that

Before class, on two large sheets of paper, print

letters as shown in sketch a. Place papers in a

box labeled “Top Secret”. At the end of the story,

volunteers remove items and show to group.

Children suggest ways of folding and placing

papers together until the daily mission “love

your enemy” is discovered (see sketch b).

Special
 Agent 

Option

a.

b.
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LESSON SEVEN

the hills all around them were full of soldiers and horses and chariots of FIRE! God’s army was ready to 
protect them! 

As the enemy soldiers came to capture him, Elisha asked God to make them blind. Suddenly, the whole
army of Aramean soldiers couldn’t see! Elisha came to the leader and told him that the army was on the
wrong road. He invited them to follow him. What else could the soldiers DO? They had to trust this man
they couldn’t see! So the whole Aramean army followed Elisha. He led them on a long walk, all the way
into the Israelite city of Samaria!

Once the soldiers were inside and the city gates were closed, Elisha asked God to take away the soldiers’
blindness. God did! NOW the Arameans looked around. They could see they were in big trouble—shut
inside an Israelite city! There was no way to escape! Will we all be KILLED? they wondered.

Even the king of Israel thought this was the perfect time to get rid of these bullies. He was ready to kill 
the Aramean soldiers! But Elisha told the king God’s very SURPRISING plan: They were to feed the soldiers
and send them safely HOME!

So the people of Samaria prepared a big feast for the enemy soldiers. The soldiers may have wondered
why the Israelites were being so kind! But they were hungry, so they ate. When they were full, the whole
army was allowed to go home unharmed. No one had hurt them. Instead, the Israelites had been very
GOOD to them! And for a very long time, the Arameans didn’t fight with the Israelites at all! 

Elisha had shown God’s love to the very same enemies who didn’t deserve kindness. His actions helped
change the situation so that the Israelites stayed safe for a time.

God’s Word & Me
The Bible doesn’t tell us if Elisha was afraid of the army when he first heard they were gathered
around his house. But we do know what Elisha did: He prayed for God’s protection. And God did
protect him. Then, however, when most people would have thought about trying to get even with
their enemies or bullies, Elisha showed God’s love.

Elisha’s action are a good example of how to obey a command that Jesus gave His followers. Read
Matthew 5:44. Jesus knew that there will always be times when others or even ourselves treat others
in mean ways—like bullies. So first, we can make sure we choose to be fair and kind to others, and
then we can ask God’s help in knowing what to do when someone acts like a bully toward us. God
gives us people, like our parents and teachers, who can help us plan what to do when someone is
mean or unfair to us or wants to fight us. We can remember that God’s help and protection is for 
us, too—just like it was for Elisha. God will help us stay safe and show His love to others.

>> When are some times that kids your age act in mean and unfair ways—like bullies? (Cut in front
of others in line. Push kids out of the way. Take something that belongs to others.)

>> What are some ways that God can help you know how to protect yourself from a bully? (Answers
my prayers to know what to do. Gives me friends to stay with at school or in the neighborhood. Gives
me parents or teachers who can help me.)

>> What makes it so hard for kids your age to show God’s love and kindness to a bully? (The bully
doesn’t deserve to be treated kindly. Kids might feel afraid of the bully.) It can be hard to remember
that God loves each person—no matter how wrong their actions are. God understands how we
feel. God doesn’t expect us to become best friends with a bully, but if we ask Him, He can help
us be kind to someone who may not deserve our kindness. Pray with children, asking God’s help
in knowing what to do when others are mean and unfair, and that others may come to know God’s
love through our actions.
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LESSON SEVEN

Game Center
for younger children
2 Kings 6:8-23

Collect
Bible, Agent Music CD and player, paper, tape.

Prepare
Tape sheets of paper, one for each pair of
children, in a circle on the floor.

Do
1. Play “God’s Kids” while children walk in a

circle around the papers. After 10-15 sec-
onds stop the music. Each child finds a
paper on which to place a foot, with two
children sharing each paper. Encourage
children to help each other find papers
on which to stand. 

2. Repeat activity as time and interest per-
mit. For each round, name a different
body part which children place on papers (hands, elbows, knees, etc.). 

Talk About
>> We’re having fun playing this game with each other. How

are we helping each other and showing God’s love?
(Helping each other find a paper to stand on.)

>> What would happen if kids playing this game did
not want to let someone stand on the papers with
them? (Not everyone could play. It wouldn’t be fun.
Kids might say mean things.) When we are kind
and helpful, it helps everyone get along and 
have more fun.

>> Damon, when might kids your age not want to
share or take turns? When kids don’t take turns, we might 
feel like being mean to them. God can help us know what to 
do so that everyone can have a turn. We can say, “Everyone needs a turn.”

>> In the Bible, Jesus said, “Love others and pray for them.” Even when people are mean to us, we can
pray for them. We can ask God’s help to show love to them. Pray briefly, Dear God, help us to show
love to others. And when someone is mean to us, help us know how to be kind. In Jesus’ name,
amen. 

For Older Children
Begin game by placing a paper on the floor for each child. After each round of the game, remove one sheet
of paper until there is only one sheet left. Children work together to see how many can stand on or touch
one sheet of paper. 

God’s Word

“I tell you: Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you.”

Matthew 5:44
For Younger Children:

“Love others and pray for them.”

God’s Word & Me

Treating others kindly, even while protecting myself,
helps me show God’s love to others. 
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LESSON SEVEN

Game Center
for older children
2 Kings 6:8-23

Collect
Bible, masking tape, paper, markers.

Prepare
Make four masking-tape lines on the floor
(see sketch). Adjust distances for the age of
your group. Make lines as long as needed
for the number of teams. Divide Matthew
5:44 into four phrases and write each
phrase on a separate sheet of paper.
Arrange papers in order with one pa-
per in the middle of each line.

Do
1. Form two teams of no more than six

children. Children in each team line 
up behind the first masking-tape line.
Some of the things God asks us to
do are easy. But some of the things God asks us to do might be
hard. Today we’re going to play a game that has both easy and
hard things to do.

2. At your signal, first child in each team jumps from one line to the
next, saying the phrases aloud as they jump. After jumping to all 
the lines and saying the verse aloud, player returns to his or her
team. Team whose players complete the relay first is the winner. 

Talk About
>> Which was the easiest line to jump to? Which was the hardest? 

When is it easy to be kind and show God’s love to other kids? (When they are
friends. When they have been kind to you.) When would it be hard for kids to
show God’s love to others? (When they are bullies. When they try to start a fight.)
When others are mean or hurt us in some way, it’s natural to think about wanting to get revenge.
God understands how we feel, and He will help us know what to do so that we can be safe.

>> Read Matthew 5:44. What might be the results of obeying this command from Jesus? Why should
we pray for people who are mean to us? (God loves them. God tells us to. We can pray for everyone,
and praying for them can help us not be mad at them.)

>> We can ask God’s help to make sure we don’t act as bullies, and we can ask His help in knowing
how to stay safe and show His love when others are mean to us. Lead children in prayer, thanking
God for His help and protection, and asking for His help in showing His love. 

For Younger Children
Make three large masking-tape squares. Children take turns jumping into each square as they say “Love oth-
ers,”“and pray,”“for them.”

God’s Word

“I tell you: Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you.”

Matthew 5:44
For Younger Children:

“Love others and pray for them.”

God’s Word & Me

Treating others kindly, even while protecting myself,
helps me show God’s love to others. 
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LESSON SEVEN

Art Center
for younger children
2 Kings 6:8-23

Collect
Bible, newspaper, tempera paint, shallow
baking pans, white construction paper, scis-
sors, clothespins, yarn. 

Prepare
Cover table with newspaper. Pour 1⁄ 2-inch of
(1.3 cm) paint into baking pans and set on
newspaper. For each child, cut from con-
struction paper a heart shape approximately
8 inches (20.5 cm) in width. Clip 4-inch (10-
cm) lengths of yarn onto clothespins and set
several next to each paint pan.

Do
1. Give each child a paper heart. Demon-

strate how to hold on to clothespin, dip
yarn into paint and drag the yarn around
on the paper heart to make swirls and designs. 

2. Children decorate their hearts with string painting. Remind children 
to use each piece of yarn for only one color. 

Talk About
>> Jesse, who do you love? These hearts remind us 

to show love to others.

>> Show me a mad face. When others are mean to us, 
we might make mad faces. We can ask God to help 
us and protect us when others are mean. God can 
help us be kind, even when others are mean. 
What would your kind face look like?

>> In the Bible Jesus said, “Love others and pray for them.”
We can pray for people who aren’t friendly to us. We can also 
show God’s love to them. Pray briefly, Dear God, help us show love 
to people who are mean and pray for them. In Jesus’ name, amen.

For Older Children
Provide a variety of papers (construction paper, card stock, neon copier paper, etc.) in various sizes. Children
choose to make “string art” bookmarks or posters. Children write Matthew 5:44 on the bookmarks or posters
before painting.

God’s Word

“I tell you: Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you.”

Matthew 5:44
For Younger Children:

“Love others and pray for them.”

God’s Word & Me

Treating others kindly, even while protecting myself,
helps me show God’s love to others. 
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LESSON SEVEN

Art Center
for older children
2 Kings 6:8-23

Collect
Bible, Lesson 7 Pattern Page (p. 140), white
card stock, acetate (available as report cov-
ers in office supply stores), scissors, card
stock, pencils, markers, decorating materi-
als (small stickers, puffy paint, glitter paint,
etc.), glue stick, several staplers.

Prepare
For each child, make a copy of Pattern
Page onto card stock and cut two 2-inch 
(5-cm) squares of acetate. 

Do
1. Pass out a Pattern Page and scissors 

to each child. Each child cuts out an
eyeglasses pattern. Children decorate
glasses.

2. Child places eyeglasses under acetate squares, traces the openings and cuts out,
leaving a 1⁄ 4-inch (.6 cm) edge (see sketch). Child glues acetate to inside of glasses.

3. Children staple sides to front of glasses.

Talk About
>> Why do people wear eyeglasses? (To see better.) How can under-

standing, or “seeing,” other kids who are mean help us love them?
(When we understand God’s love for everyone, it helps us remember 
to ask God’s help in showing His love.)

>> What are some ways to show love to an enemy? (Pray for them. Help them. Get help in figuring out a
way to get along.) 

>> Why does God want us to love everyone, including people like bullies and enemies? (Because God
loves everyone and He wants us to show His love to others.)

>> Read Matthew 6:13. According to this verse, what is one way we can love our enemies?

>> When we are able to “see” our enemies as God sees them, it makes it easier to be able to pray for
them. God wants us to love everyone, even people like bullies and enemies, because when we do,
we share His love. Let’s ask God to help us love our enemies, and let’s pray for them right now.
Pray, asking God to help us love others. Also include a short silent time for students to silently pray.

For Younger Children
Ahead of time, cut out and staple together the glasses pattern for each child. Children color and decorate
glasses, without gluing on the acetate. Invite children to wear decorated glasses. Julie, who do you see? 
We can love (Gabriel) and pray for him. Continue, until each child has been named.

God’s Word

“I tell you: Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you.”

Matthew 5:44
For Younger Children:

“Love others and pray for them.”

God’s Word & Me

Treating others kindly, even while protecting myself,
helps me show God’s love to others. 
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LESSON SEVEN

Worship Center
for younger and older children
2 Kings 6:8-23

Collect
Bibles, Agent Music CD and player, song
charts (pp. 246, 250), inflated balloons.

Team Game
Divide group into two or more teams. Ask six
players from each team to form a line in an
open area of the room. Players in each line
stand at least 2 feet (.6 m) apart from each
other. Give an inflated balloon to the first
player in each line. At your signal, first player
taps balloon to next player in line, and so on
until balloon reaches the last player in line.
Last player holds balloon, runs to front of line
and begins activity again. Children cheer for
their teams. First team to finish is the winner.
(Optional: Designate a different body part
[hands, elbows, heads, knees, wrists, feet]
that must be used for each round of the game.)

Bible Verse Game
Lead children in a game of Charades to guess words of the verse. Volunteer comes forward. Whisper a word
from Matthew 5:44 to volunteer, who demonstrates one or more motions until children in audience guess
the word. Continue as time and interest allow. Repeat verse together after all words have been guessed.
(Optional: Lead children to silently demonstrate all motions in verse order.)

Song
Lead children in singing “Mission of Love.” Add motions and/or clapping if desired. 

Prayer 
Today we’ve been talking about loving our enemies—people who are bullies and who are mean and
unfair. Show me how hard you think it is to be kind to an enemy. When I call out “Love your enemy,”
hold up one finger if you think it’s easy, five fingers if you think it’s sort of hard and ten fingers if you
think it’s really hard. Lead children to complete activity. Loving our enemies can be hard to do without
God’s help. Let’s ask Him now. Lead children in prayer. 

Song
Lead children in singing “God’s Kids.” Add motions and/or clapping if desired. 

God’s Word

“I tell you: Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you.”

Matthew 5:44
For Younger Children:

“Love others and pray for them.”

God’s Word & Me

Treating others kindly, even while protecting myself,
helps me show God’s love to others. 
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LESSON SEVEN • Pattern Page
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LESSON SEVEN • Coloring Page

Elisha was kind. When can you be kind?

Elisha leads the blind army.
2 Kings 6:8-23
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LESSON SEVEN • Puzzle Page

The opposite 
of hate

VIDEO VERSE
These kids are trying to discover the hidden message on the wall. Fill in the 
clues. Decipher the message by writing on the blank lines only the letters in 
the squares.

A popular 
toy

Animal
covering

The number 
after nine

Another name 
for a jewel

Tells
a fib

Not a cat
but a 

The opposite 
of bad

The number 
after one

The planet
we live on

A fragrant 
flower

Two halves 
equal a

The opposite
of love

Not me 
but

YO - F T

G GL

W EAR R LE

Compare this verse from Luke 6:27 to Matthew 5:44. 
What is the same? What is different?
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