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LESSON THREE

Bible Story: 
Jacob’s Lies Lead to Trouble
Genesis 27:1-46

Honesty

It’s increasingly tough to see the value of honesty and telling the truth. In our world, creat-
ing one’s own version of the facts is far more popular. Even news agencies now report find-
ings of opinion surveys as if the opinions were as true as the facts themselves! Restructuring
events, speaking in hyperbole—accepted ways of lying flourish. 

This isn’t new. Although there is no written record of Rebekah’s words, Jacob’s actions indi-
cate that his mother must have often told him he should have been the favored one and
deserved the blessing and birthright. Once Jacob believed this, he was blinded to the possi-
bility that God could intervene. Instead, he and his mother concocted their own solutions 
to this perceived unfairness. First, Jacob deceived Esau with the stew. Once he had taken 
his brother’s birthright, he and his mother saw more deception as the only solution. In fact,
Rebekah had already made a plan for deceiving her husband so that Jacob would get what
she believed he deserved.
Deception then blinded them
both to the consequences of
their actions—until it was too
late.

An old maxim says: “Oh, what a
tangled web we weave, when
first we practice to deceive!” It is
basic to human nature to believe
that once we’ve fallen off the
“honesty wagon,” we can’t be 
forgiven. Instead, we scramble 
to keep up appearances and
despair inwardly that we can’t
come clean on this one. But that
lie traps us into deceiving again,
finding ourselves in a far bigger
mess than we ever anticipated! 

Kids may choose dishonesty for 
a variety of reasons: fear of getting in trouble, desire for something unobtainable or perhaps
thinking that small lies don’t matter. In your discussion with your children, help them under-
stand the value of an honest reputation in both big and little things. Also be sure to com-
municate that God is always ready to forgive, no matter how great our sin. As we choose 
to place our trust in Him instead of in our deceit, we can take our problems to Him and 
ask God to surprise us with His creative answers!

Teacher’s Devotional

God’s Word

“Do not steal, do not give false testimony.”
Matthew 19:18

For Younger Children:
“Be honest.”

God’s Word & Me

Obeying God’s command to be honest 
helps others trust me.
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LESSON THREE

Coloring/Puzzle Center
Younger Child Option 
Review the Bible story while completing coloring page  

Materials
Lesson 3 Coloring Page (p. 85) for each student, crayons

Older Child Option
Review the Bible verse while completing puzzle page  

Materials
Lesson 3 Puzzle Page (p. 86) for each student, pencils

Bible Story Center
Bible Story
Jacob’s Lies Lead to Trouble • Genesis 27:1-46

Younger Child Option
Move paper-plate puppets to show story action 

Older Child Option
Solve a crossword puzzle to discover the daily mis-
sion “be honest”

Game Center
Younger Child Option 
Give honest answers during games,
and talk about times to obey God’s
command to be honest

Materials
Bible, four paper plates, masking tape,
buttons or coins

Older Child Option
Play a game to toss rings around
cones, and talk about the results of
honesty or dishonesty

Materials
Bible, 3 to 5 sturdy paper plates, scis-
sors, 3 to 5 sports cones, small snacks
or other small prizes

Worship Center
For the Younger and Older Child
Participate in large-group activities to review 
Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials
Bibles, Agent Music CD and player, song charts
(pp. 249, 251), nine inflated balloons (plus several
extras), permanent marker

Art Center
Younger Child Option
Make paper-bag puppets and use them to practice 
obeying God by telling the truth

Materials
Bible, Lesson 3 Pattern page (p. 84), markers, scissors glue,
lunch-size paper bags

Older Child Option
Decorate and stack papers to make an Honesty Pyramid,
and give examples of ways to obey God and be honest

Materials 
Bible, different colors of large construction paper, markers,
stickers and other decorating materials, glue, tape

Planning Page
Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which
children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for schedule
tips and pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and
younger children). Also plan who will lead each center 
(for staffing tips see pp. 19-21). Use the reproducible
planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.
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LESSON THREE

Bonus Theme Ideas
Bonus Theme Ideas can be used at any time during this session: as an additional activity center,
to extend the session for a longer time or for added theme excitement. 

Special Agent Practice

Before class, draw an X on a large sheet of butcher paper or

cardboard. In class, divide group into teams of special agents.

Assign each team a color and give each child a balloon of the

same color. Use permanent marker to write child’s initials on

his or her balloon. Teams form a circle around the paper or

cardboard you prepared. At your signal, children blow up

their balloons, but don’t tie them. (Note: Some children may

need help blowing up balloons. Provide beanbags or crum-

pled paper balls for preschoolers to toss onto the paper.) At

your signal, children let go of their balloons, aiming them

toward the X. See which team’s balloons get the closest to

the X. Children collect their balloons and play again as time

and interest allow.

Star Snacks
Provide a variety of star-shaped cookie cutters for
children to cut bread into star shapes. Set out plastic
knives and bowls with three kinds of jam (strawber-
ry, grape and peach or apricot). Explain to children
that the color of a star varies according to how hot it
is (red for a cool star, orange for a medium star, pur-
ple for the hottest). Children spread jam on their
stars, choosing how hot they want their stars to be.

Post a note alerting parents
to the use of food. Also, check
registration forms for possible
food allergies.

Special Agent ID
To remind children that God’s special agents liveall over the world, create a 3-D display showingwhere missionaries from your church or de-nomination live. Cover a large box with black or dark-blue paper. In addition to displayingone or more pictures of the earth as viewedfrom space (available on the Internet) andother colorful maps, attach the missionaries’photos and names on the sides of the boxcreating a collage. Throughout Agents in Action, use

a digital camera to take pictures of your community. Print out the
pictures and add them to the display. (Optional: Invite children to
bring pictures or postcards from places they visit on vacation 
to add to the display.)
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LESSON THREE

Bible Story Center
for younger children
Genesis 27:1-46

Collect
Bible.

Introduction
Everyone put your hands on your head.
Now, if you have a brother or sister, put
your hands on your shoulders. Volunteers
respond. Listen to find out what happened
when two brothers grew up.

Tell the Story
Jacob and Esau were twin boys who lived long
ago in Bible times. Esau had been born first. In
Bible times, that meant that Esau would be 
given special things. 

Jacob and Esau were all grown up now. Their
father, Isaac, told Esau, “I am getting old. I want to give you my blessing before I die.”The blessing meant that
Isaac wanted to promise Esau that Esau would be the new leader of the family. But first, Isaac asked Esau to go
hunting and cook Isaac’s favorite food. Esau went out hunting right away! 

But Jacob and Esau’s mother, Rebekah, wanted Jacob, instead of Esau, to be the new leader. She told Jacob,
“We will get the blessing for YOU while Esau is gone. Do what I say, Jacob.”

Isaac was so old that he could not see anything. Rebekah told Jacob to put on Esau’s clothes. She put hairy
goatskins on Jacob’s hands and neck because Esau had a lot of hair. Now that Jacob felt and smelled like Esau,
Isaac would think Jacob was Esau! Rebekah made Isaac’s favorite meal. She told Jacob to take the food to Isaac. 

Jacob took the food to his father. He then said something that was not true. “It’s me, Esau,” Jacob said. “I’ve made
your food.” Isaac asked how he found the food so quickly. “Oh, God helped me!” Jacob said. Jacob lied again!

Isaac smelled Esau’s clothes that Jacob was wearing. He felt the goatskins on Jacob’s hands. The tricks worked.
Isaac said, “It sounds like Jacob’s voice, but these hands feel like Esau’s hands. It must be Esau who is here with
me.” Isaac ate, and then he said the words of blessing. Isaac thought he had blessed Esau, but he was really
blessing Jacob! 

When Esau found out Jacob had tricked their father, he burst out crying. Isaac was
sad, too; but it was too late. Esau was so angry, he wanted to hurt Jacob! Jacob
had to go away and stay with his uncle. He had to stay away for many, many years.

God’s Word & Me
What happened because Jacob did not tell the truth? (Isaac was tricked. Esau
was angry. Jacob had to go away.) Jacob’s lies made lots of trouble for EVERY-
ONE in his family! Telling the truth is much better than making trouble! 

In the Bible, Jesus said, “Be honest.” When someone asks us a question, it’s important to say what is
true. Telling the truth to others is a way to obey God. Pray, Dear God, please help us to be honest and
tell the truth. In Jesus’ name, amen.

In a box labeled “Top Secret,” place four paper

plates on which you have drawn faces (see

sketch below). Tape a tongue depressor to 

each puppet so that you can use the plates 

as puppets. At the beginning of the story,

remove puppets from box and use them to 

act out the story.

Special
 Agent 

Option
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LESSON THREE

Bible Story Center
for older children
Genesis 27:1-46

Collect
Bible, highlighters in four colors. 

Prepare
Make five copies of Genesis 27:1-36. Use a
highlighter to mark the spoken words of 
Isaac, Esau, Rebekah and Jacob.

Introduction
What is something that would be fun about
having a twin brother or sister? What might be
hard? Volunteers respond. In our Bible story to-
day, we’re going to hear about the problems 
of two brothers who were twins. Give prepared
copies of Genesis 27:1-36 to four volunteers. At 
the appropriate time in the story, ask volunteers 
to read spoken words of Isaac, Esau, Rebekah 
and Jacob. Read the narration yourself.  

Tell the Story
Jacob and Esau were the twin sons of Isaac. These boys were very different from each other but they were
twins. It was now many years since Jacob had bought Esau’s birthright for a bowl of stew. (The birthright was
the special gifts he would receive as the oldest son.) Now Jacob and Esau were grown men. Their parents,
Isaac and Rebekah, were much older, too. Isaac was so old that he couldn’t see any longer. He was blind. 

Isaac called Esau into his tent. “I’m getting old. I may not live much longer,” Isaac said. “I want to give you 
my blessing.” (The blessing was a prayer that God would show favor on Esau. It was also a promise that 
Isaac would give the majority of his wealth to Esau and that Esau would have authority as the leader of 
the family after Isaac died.) 

Then Isaac said, “But first, go hunting and bring back some meat. Cook it the way I like it. After we eat, I will
give you my blessing.”

Rebekah heard Isaac and Esau talking. She didn’t want Esau to be the leader. She wanted HER favorite son,
Jacob, to be the leader of the family! So Rebekah made a plan—a very sneaky plan. 

“Jacob! Jacob! Come here!” she called. 

“Here I am, Mother,” said Jacob. “What is it?”

“Your father is about to give Esau the blessing. Now, I have a plan so that you can get your father’s blessing
instead of Esau. But you’ll have to hurry! Get two young goats.”

Jacob did as his mother asked. Rebekah made a delicious goat stew cooked the way Isaac liked it. Rebekah
brought out some of Esau’s clothes and helped Jacob put them on. Then she tied some goatskins on the
smooth skin of Jacob’s hands and arms. She told Jacob to take the food to Isaac and pretend to be Esau. 

Before class, enlarge a blank crossword puzzle

from a newspaper or crossword puzzle book.

Print the daily mission “BE HONEST” in several

places in the puzzle. Fill in extra boxes with ran-

dom letters. (To simplify this puzzle, fill in extra

boxes with only two or three other letters.) Make

several copies of the prepared puzzle. Place puz-

zles in a box labeled “Top Secret.” At the end of

the story, volunteers remove puzzles and discov-

er the daily mission. 

Special
 Agent 

Option
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LESSON THREE

Jacob took the food to his father. “Who’s there?” asked Isaac. 

“It’s me, Esau,” Jacob lied. “I’ve made your food just the way you like it. Sit up and eat and then you can
give me your blessing.”

But Isaac suspected something was wrong. He asked, “How did you get back so quickly?”

“God helped me,” Jacob lied again. 

“Come closer,” Isaac ordered. When Jacob came closer, Isaac touched the goat skin on Jacob’s hand. It 
felt like Esau’s hand. Isaac could smell Esau’s clothes. They smelled like the outdoors, like Esau. So Isaac
believed Jacob’s lie. Isaac ate the food Jacob brought and then he gave Jacob the blessing that should
have been Esau’s. As soon as Isaac blessed him, Jacob left the tent.

Right after Jacob left Isaac’s tent, Esau came back from hunting. He cooked Isaac’s favorite meal and then
hurried to take it to Isaac. But when he got to the tent, he found that Isaac had already eaten. 

“Who are you?” Isaac demanded.

“I am your son, Esau! I brought the food you asked me for. I’m here for the special blessing you promised
to give me.”

Isaac began to shake all over. “Who was it that fixed the meal I just ate? I gave him my special blessing,
and I can’t take back the blessing!”

Because Esau was SO very angry at Jacob’s lies, Rebekah told Jacob to leave home. Jacob’s lie caused so
much trouble that he had to run away from home. He had to stay away from his family for many years.

God’s Word & Me
Jacob’s dishonest actions caused a lot of problems for him and his family. Being honest and telling
the truth helps prevent a lot of problems from happening. 

Read Matthew 19:18. Jesus said these words and we can also read them in the Old Testament part of
the Bible (see Exodus 20:15-16). God wants us to tell the truth to each other and be honest in the way
we treat others. If you are honest, everyone around you—your friends, your family, your teachers—
know that they can count on you. You will be a person who can be trusted to be honest. We can ask
God to help us when it is hard to be honest.

>> When might someone your age need to choose between honesty and dishonesty? (When your
parent asks if you watched a TV show you’re not allowed to watch. When a friend wants to copy your
homework.) 

>> What are some of the reasons it’s good for people to know that you are honest? 

>> What difference would it make in your school if everyone was honest? 

>> When is it hard for kids your age to be honest and tell the truth?  Pray with children, asking God’s
help in obeying His command to be honest.
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LESSON THREE

Game Center
for younger children
Genesis 27:1-46

Collect
Bible, four paper plates, masking tape, but-
tons or coins.

Prepare
Lay four paper plates in a row on the floor a
few feet apart. Place masking-tape lines one,
two, three and four feet from row.

Do
Let’s play some games where we have 
to be honest and tell the right answers.
(1) Demonstrate hiding a button (or coin)
inside one of your fists while holding both
fists behind your back. Ask a volunteer to
guess which hand is holding the button and
which hand is empty. Tell the correct answer
and then open fists and show the button.
Help children form pairs. Give each pair a button (or coin). Partners take turns
hiding and guessing. (2) Children line up behind the one-foot masking-tape
line. Children take turns tossing a button (or coin) onto one of the plates 
and depending on the result of the toss, they say “I did it” or “I missed it.”
Move to more challenging tosses. Continue play as time permits.

Talk About
>> It’s fun to play games! What did you have to do or say to be hon-

est in the games we played today? (Stand behind the line. Tell the
truth about which hand was holding the button.) When people are
honest, it’s more fun to play games together. 

>> Jesse, when is a time your mom or dad asks you a question? You
can tell the truth and be honest when your dad asks you if you put
away your toys.

>> Jesus said, “Be honest.” When we obey these words of Jesus, other people know they can trust us.
They know we will say what is right. Pray briefly, Dear God, please help us remember to always tell
the truth. In Jesus’ name, amen.

For Older Children
Double or triple the distance between the plates and masking-tape lines, depending on children’s ages.  
Children say words of Bible verse before each button (or coin) toss.

God’s Word

“Do not steal, do not give false testimony.”
Matthew 19:18

For Younger Children:
“Be honest.”

God’s Word & Me

Obeying God’s command to be honest 
helps others trust me.
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LESSON THREE

Game Center
for older children
Genesis 27:1-46

Collect
Bible, 3 to 5 sturdy paper plates, scissors, 
3 to 5 sports cones, small snacks or other
small prizes.

Prepare
Cut the center out of the paper plates to
make rings that fit around the sport cones.
Set out the sport cones and put a snack or
small prize under one of them.

Do
1. Ask each child to think of several

things (favorite snack, favorite game,
favorite color, etc.) that are true about
him or her. We’re going to play a
game in which we tell what is true
about ourselves.

2. Ask for three to five volunteers and give each one a ring. Have each volunteer take a turn to tell some-
thing true about him- or herself, and then toss ring to hook it on a cone. (Adjust dis-
tance children stand from rings according to age and ability.) After three tries, child 
may simply place the ring on the cone. When everyone has hooked a ring on a
cone, children lift up their cones to see who gets the prize. Repeat game with
new volunteers until everyone has had a chance to play. Pass out the rest 
of the snacks or prizes for everyone who didn’t get one during the game.

Talk About
>> When are some times that kids might choose not to tell the truth?

(Parent or teacher wants to know if they’ve done something. When 
playing a game. When something gets broken.) 

>> Who is someone you know who always tells the truth to you? How do you feel about that person?
(I can trust the person. I like to be with him or her.) If you know that someone lies to you, how does
that make you feel? What are the results in a family when kids are not honest? 

>> Read Matthew 19:18. When we obey God’s command to tell the truth, how can it help our friend-
ships? (It makes them stronger. Our friends will feel they can trust us to be honest.)

>> When we are tempted to lie, what can we do? (We can remember Jesus’ command to tell the truth. We
can pray to God for help to be honest.) Lead children in prayer, asking God to help us always be honest.

For Younger Children
Make an obstacle course with the cones. Have children finish sentences about their favorite items (“My
favorite food is [pizza]”) and then run around the cones. Give each child a snack or prize when he or she 
finishes the obstacle course.

God’s Word

“Do not steal, do not give false testimony.”
Matthew 19:18

For Younger Children:
“Be honest.”

God’s Word & Me

Obeying God’s command to be honest 
helps others trust me.
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LESSON THREE

Art Center
for younger children
Genesis 27:1-46

Collect
Bible, Lesson 3 Pattern page (p. 84), markers,
scissors glue, lunch-size paper bags.

Prepare
Make one copy of Pattern Page for each
child. (Optional: Precut facial features for 
children.)

Do
1. Each child chooses facial features from

Pattern Page to color, cut and glue onto
the bottom of a paper bag to create a
puppet face. Children color clothing and
hair on paper bags.

2. Show children how to put paper bags
over their hands, using fingers to wiggle
the “head” of their puppets. Children use puppets to say words that are true (God loves me. My name is
[Penni]. I like to eat apples.) 

Talk About
>> Noah, what true things can you say with your puppet? Every day when you talk 

to your mom or dad or your friends, you can say what is true. When 
you are honest, people know they can trust you. They know you 
will say what is right.

>> Morgan, who is someone you can tell the truth to? Your (grandma) 
is glad when you tell her the truth. It’s good to be honest.  

>> Jesus said, “Be honest.” Pray briefly, Dear God, help us tell the truth 
and be honest. In Jesus’ name, amen.

For Older Children
Provide a variety of decorative materials (chenille wire, fabric scraps, trim, etc.) 
for children to use in making puppets. After making puppets, children use them 
to say two true things about themselves and one untrue thing. Other children 
try to guess what is true and untrue. (Optional: Children write items on paper. Read
items aloud. Group tries to guess which child wrote the items as well as which are true and untrue.)

God’s Word

“Do not steal, do not give false testimony.”
Matthew 19:18

For Younger Children:
“Be honest.”

God’s Word & Me

Obeying God’s command to be honest 
helps others trust me.
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Art Center
for older children
Genesis 27:1-46

Collect
Bible, different colors of large construction
paper, markers, stickers and other decorat-
ing materials, glue, tape. 

Do
1. Invite children to suggest slogans or

phrases about being honest. Each
child or pair chooses one slogan or
phrase and writes it on a sheet of 
construction paper. Children deco-
rate papers.  

2. Each child tapes his or her paper
together to form a tube, overlapping
the edges of the paper 1 inch (2.5 cm).

3. When everyone is finished, have chil-
dren stack their tubes in a pyramid.
Children read slogans aloud.  

Talk About
>> Why do you think kids sometimes choose to be dishonest? (They are afraid of getting into trouble.

They want to do something they are not allowed to do.)

>> What might happen if a kid is often dishonest? What might result if a kid tries to always tell the
truth and be honest? (If we lie, others might not trust us. If we tell the truth, we could help our friend-
ships and we show our love for God.)

>> Read Matthew 19:18. This verse gives two examples of ways to be
honest: don’t steal and don’t tell lies about others in a court. What
are some examples of ways kids today can be honest? (Play fair in 
a game. Do your own work on a test.) God wants us to obey His com-
mand and always tell the truth because it helps others trust us.
Honesty helps others, but telling lies hurts others. Pray, asking
God to give us the strength to always tell the truth.

For Younger Children
Print “Be Honest” on each sheet of construction paper. Children
decorate the papers. (Optional: Tape papers together and let chil-
dren stack them in a pyramid.)

God’s Word

“Do not steal, do not give false testimony.”
Matthew 19:18

For Younger Children:
“Be honest.”

God’s Word & Me

Obeying God’s command to be honest 
helps others trust me.
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LESSON THREE

Worship Center
for younger and older children
Genesis 27:1-46

Collect
Bibles, Agent Music CD and player, song
charts (pp. 249, 251), nine inflated balloons
(plus several extras), permanent marker.

Preparation
Use permanent marker to write each word of
Matthew 19:18 and the reference on a sepa-
rate balloon.

Team Game
Ask all children and leaders to stand up and
play “Sit Down If.”Tell the children that you
are going to read a list beginning with the
phrase “Sit down if . . . .” If the phrase honest-
ly describes them, they sit down. The last
three or four children left standing are the
winners. Play the game using phrases such
as, “you have a pet bird”, “you sleep in a bunk bed”, “you like to eat spinach”, “you ate pancakes for breakfast”,
“your birthday is in (July)”, “you are wearing shorts”, “you have a younger brother or sister”, etc. Toward the
end of the game, you might have to think of phrases that fit the children in your group in order to determine
the winners. 

Bible Verse Game
Tap prepared balloons to children around the room. Invite children to continue tapping balloons around 
the room. After 10 or 15 seconds, say, “Catch.” Children try to grab the nearest balloon. Children holding 
balloons run to the front of the room and quickly arrange themselves in verse order. (Give help to non-
readers as needed.) Read Matthew 19:18 together. Repeat as time permits. 

Song
Lead children in singing “Gotta Give It Up!” Add motions and/or clapping if desired.

Prayer 
Think of what you’ll be doing after you leave church today. Think of the people you will be with. What
can you do and say to be honest? Clap your hands when you’ve thought of a way to be honest. As time
permits, invite children to tell responses. Let’s ask God to help us be honest in all the things we do and 
say. Lead children in prayer. 

Song
Lead children in singing “Psalm 34:12-14.” Add motions and/or clapping if desired.

God’s Word

“Do not steal, do not give false testimony.”
Matthew 19:18

For Younger Children:
“Be honest.”

God’s Word & Me

Obeying God’s command to be honest 
helps others trust me.
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LESSON THREE • Pattern Page
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LESSON THREE • Coloring Page
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LESSON THREE • Puzzle Page
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