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LESSON TWO

59

Bible Story: 
Isaac Makes Peace
Genesis 26:12-33

Fighting

Peace is very important—everyone wants peace! But peace that is the result of military ac-
tion or political forces is often what people think of when they talk about peace. However,
these kinds of enforced peace are only fragile cessations of war or danger. Such peace does
not go deeply enough to change warlike attitudes! The kind of peace that comes from God
is another kind of peace entirely! 

Isaac returned to Gerar, his birthplace, because he needed to find water for his flocks and
family. Retracing his father’s steps, he re-dug his father’s wells. God’s blessing on Isaac (and
the water) was so abundant that the people of Gerar grew jealous. They filled in Abraham’s
wells and ordered Isaac to leave—which he did, quietly and without argument. After Isaac
moved twice—and dug more wells—angry locals took those wells, too! Isaac could have
argued, demanded his rights based on his father’s work or could even have taken re-
venge—but he didn’t. Later, the
king who had banished him came
to make peace with him, saying,
“We saw clearly that the Lord was
with you.” Had Isaac stuck up for
his rights or struck back in retalia-
tion, God’s favor would not have
been so obvious. 

Isaac was willing to give up even
something as precious as water to
make peace. The basis of Isaac’s
peaceful attitude was his trust in
God. He knew that even in crisis
over the most needed resource,
God was ultimately his source of
supply. His peacemaking flowed
from his certainty that he could
trust God’s blessing. He then did
what was right and trusted God
for the outcome. Genuine peace
followed! 

As we try to help kids understand what to do when they feel like fighting, encourage them
to remember that even in crisis, we can stop to pray. We can trust God to give us wisdom to
know the best possible response—sometimes walking away, sometimes getting protection
from an adult and sometimes using words to communicate legitimate concerns. The situa-
tions in which your students live and the threat of physical violence may vary widely. Listen
carefully to the comments your students make and ask God to help you be sensitive to their
circumstances. Help children realize that trusted adults can help them work out plans to live
in peace.

Teacher’s Devotional

God’s Word

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called sons of God.” Matthew 5:9

For Younger Children:
“Live in peace.”

God’s Word & Me

When I feel like fighting, I can stop and ask for God’s
help to know how to make peace.
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LESSON TWO

Coloring/Puzzle Center
Younger Child Option 
Review the Bible story while completing coloring page 

Materials
Lesson 2 Coloring Page (p. 71) for each student, crayons

Older Child Option
Review results of actions while completing puzzle page 

Materials
Lesson 2 Puzzle Page (p. 72) for each student, pencils

Bible Story Center
Bible Story
Isaac Makes Peace • Genesis 26:12-33

Younger Child Option
Use toy shovels, sand shovels and large scoops or
spoons to pretend to dig wells

Older Child Option
Use grape-juice concentrate to discover the daily
mission “make peace”

Game Center
Younger Child Option 
Drink water in a relay race and talk
about ways God helps them to live 
in peace

Materials
Bible, a paper cup for each child,
water, trash can

Older Child Option
Play a game of Peacemaker Tag and
talk about God’s help to know what
to do when tempted to fight

Materials
Bible

Worship Center
For the Younger and Older Child
Participate in large-group activities to review 
Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials
Bibles, Agent Music CD and player, song charts 
(pp. 246, 250), two buckets and a large plastic cup
for each team, uncooked beans or pasta 

Art Center
Younger Child Option
Make puppets to show Isaac’s kind actions and talk 
about ways God helps them live in peace with kind 
actions and words

Materials
Bible, Lesson 2 Pattern Page (p. 70), sturdy construction
paper or cardstock, scissors, crayons or markers

Older Child Option
Decorate peace cups to share with others, and talk about
what peacemakers who obey God are like

Materials 
Bible, scissors, at least two different colors of gift-wrap 
cellophane, clear plastic cups (two for each student), 
glue sticks

Planning Page
Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which
children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for schedule
tips and pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and
younger children). Also plan who will lead each center 
(for staffing tips see pp. 19-21). Use the reproducible
planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.
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LESSON TWO

Bonus Theme Ideas
Bonus Theme Ideas can be used at any time during this session: as an additional activity center,
to extend the session for a longer time or for added theme excitement. 

Who’s Who?

On a length of butcher paper, print the name of each child

who attends Agents in Action. Leave an open area around

each name. (Optional: Take a picture of each child and dis-

play it near the child’s name.) Title the paper “Agent Roster.”

Display the paper at an entrance or in a large room where

children meet. Near the paper set out one or more inkpads 

in a variety of colors and several boxes of disposable wipes.

Each week, child records attendance by making a fingerprint

below his or her name. Children may also create and write

their special-agent names on the paper. Variation: Make

agent badges for children to wear as name tags. Include

child’s name, photo and fingerprint. Laminate and attach 

lanyard for child to wear.

Banana Sticks
Place granola or crushed flake cereal on a paper
plate and set out a bowl of any flavor of yogurt. (If
you have a large group, make duplicate plates and
bowls.) Cut bananas into thirds. Slowly insert craft
stick into one end of banana. Children roll bananas
in yogurt and then in the granola or crushed cereal
before eating.

Post a note alerting parents
to the use of food. Also, check
registration forms for possible
food allergies.

Special Agent ID
Record several “special agents” (children,leaders and/or church staff ) saying thewords of the Bible verse. Play recordings aschildren arrive, during an activity center oras part of a large-group time to see whowill be the first to ID the voice. Repeatthis activity each lesson using differentspecial agents. Variation: Video tapespecial agents who are wearing disguis-

es (hats, sunglasses, jackets, etc.). You may also take
photos of children, leaders or church staff, cut out facial fea-
tures (eyes, noses, mouths) to display for children to guess.
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LESSON TWO

Bible Story Center
for younger children
Genesis 26:12-33

Collect
Bible.

Introduction
Use your arms to make a big circle if you
have or someone you know has ever dug 
a hole in the ground. What kinds of tools
were used? Volunteers respond. Listen to 
hear about a time Isaac’s helpers had to 
dig in the ground again and again.

Tell the Story
In Bible times, people did not have sinks and
faucets in their homes. People got their water
outdoors. They would dip buckets or jars into
deep holes in the ground called wells. Isaac need-
ed to dig a well, so his family and his helpers and
his animals could have good water to drink. Dig, dig, dig—Isaac’s helpers worked hard. The hole got deeper
and deeper. Then water began to fill up the hole!

Everyone was happy—EXCEPT Isaac’s neighbors. They shouted, “That well is OURS!”They started a big argu-
ment. Isaac did not want to argue with his neighbors. He wanted to make peace with them. So Isaac let them
have the well. Isaac moved to another place. He told his helpers to dig another well. Dig, dig, dig—the helpers
worked hard. Soon water began to fill up the hole. They had found water again!

But then Isaac’s neighbors came again. “That well is OURS!” they shouted. They were so angry. They may have
even pushed and shoved Isaac’s helpers. 

Isaac STILL wanted to make peace with his neighbors. And Isaac knew that God would help him have the
water he needed. So again Isaac moved to another place. And he told his helpers to dig ANOTHER well. Dig,
dig, dig—the helpers worked hard. Soon water began to fill up the hole. 

One night soon after, God said to Isaac, “Do not be afraid, Isaac. I will always be with you.” Isaac thanked God
for being with him. 

Isaac’s neighbors came again. But this time they did not shout. They did not push. They said, “We know God is
with you. We will not argue with you anymore.”

Isaac was very happy! He invited the neighbors to stay for dinner. Isaac was glad God helped him make peace
with his neighbors.

God’s Word & Me
Isaac worked hard to make peace with his neighbors. Isaac was a peacemaker. Isaac wanted to live in
peace with others instead of arguing or fighting with them.

We can make peace with our neighbors, too. Who are our neighbors? (Everyone!) In the Bible, Jesus said,
“Live in peace.” When we live in peace, it means that we can ask God’s help in knowing what to do when
we feel like fighting. Pray, Dear God, please help us to make peace. In Jesus’ name, amen.

In a box labeled “Top Secret,” place a variety 

of toy shovels, sand shovels, large scoops or

spoons—one for each child. During the story,

let each child use shovels, scoops or spoons 

to pretend to dig wells.

Special
 Agent 

Option
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LESSON TWO

Bible Story Center
for older children
Genesis 26:12-33

Collect
Bible, five large blue construction paper circles
to represent wells, newspaper sheets.

Introduction
When have you been hot and thirsty? Where
were you? What did you want to drink?  Vol-
unteers respond. In our Bible story today, a
whole bunch of people wanted water to
drink. Some of these people wanted water so
much they were willing to fight for it. Let’s
find out what happened. As you tell the Bible
story, set out a paper circle to represent each loca-
tion where Isaac and his servants dug wells. Invite
volunteers to crumple newspaper sheets and toss
onto circles to represent filling wells with dirt.  

Tell the Story
One hot and dusty day in Old Testament times, Isaac, Rebekah, their family and herdsmen trudged along
beside their sheep and cattle. There was a famine where they had been living. A famine is a time when there
isn’t enough rain for crops to grow and drinking water becomes scarce. Isaac and his family were going to
the city of Gerar (JIHR-ahr). Isaac’s father, Abraham, had lived there long before. They hoped that there was
still water in the wells Abraham had dug years before.

But Gerar wasn’t empty. People called Philistines lived there. Not long after Isaac and his family arrived, the
king of the Philistines, Abimelech, told his people to leave Isaac’s family alone—and they did, at first. Isaac’s
family found water in the wells, settled down and planted crops. God blessed their work: They harvested 100
times what they had planted! The number of sheep and cattle they owned grew and grew!

When the Philistines saw Isaac’s BIG harvest and BIG flocks, they got jealous! Soon they wanted revenge! So
they filled with dirt all the wells Isaac’s father had dug! And King Abimelech told Isaac to move AWAY.

Even though Isaac, his family and all his servants had settled in and made themselves feel at home, Isaac did
what the king asked. He didn’t argue; he didn’t try to change Abimelech’s mind. He simply moved away from
Gerar and settled in a valley away from the town.

After they looked for a place to set up camp in the valley, they searched for the most important thing—
WATER! Isaac’s men found more old wells that Isaac’s father, Abraham, had dug. After long days of cleaning
out the wells, they had water to drink! They also dug a new well that gave cool, fresh water. BUT it wasn’t
long until they had unhappy visitors.

“Didn’t we tell you to LEAVE?” the herdsmen from Gerar asked Isaac’s men. “THIS is OUR well because this is
OUR land,” they growled.

Before class, place purple grape juice concen-

trate and several paintbrushes into a cup. Mix

equal parts water and baking soda in a bowl.

Dip cotton swab into mixture and print the 

daily mission “make peace” on several sheets 

of paper. Allow to dry. Place sheets in a box

labeled “Top Secret.” At the end of the story,

cover table or floor with plastic tablecloth. Vol-

unteers remove the papers and paint over them

with juice concentrate to read the daily mission.

Special
 Agent 

Option
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The Bible says that Isaac and his people kept the peace, moved on and dug another well in a new place.
GUESS who came to take THIS well away? That’s right, the herdsmen of Gerar came after them AGAIN and
told them to leave!

No doubt some of Isaac’s herdsmen grumbled as they packed up to move AGAIN. It wasn’t FAIR! They 
hadn’t hurt anybody. But Isaac was determined to keep the peace between himself and the Philistines. 

Once again, Isaac and his family, his herdsmen and their families settled at a new place Isaac found. And
they began to do the FIRST thing they had to do—dig another WELL. They must have been pretty good 
at it by now! 

But this time, they had moved far enough away. No one came to fight with them over the water! And
although Isaac was glad to have some peace, he moved on after a while to a place called Beersheba. 
God talked to Isaac at Beersheba and reminded him of His promises to Isaac’s father, Abraham. Isaac 
settled in at Beersheba and guess what they did next? That’s right! They dug a WELL!

Meanwhile, King Abimelech and one of his advisors came to Beersheba. Isaac met them and said, “Why
have you come here? You sent me away from your land!”

King Abimelech answered, “We saw clearly that God has helped you. We decided that we should make an
agreement with you. Promise us that you will do us no harm because we have never harmed you but only
sent you away in peace.”

WELL! That wasn’t exactly how Isaac remembered it! But he was glad that the king wanted peace. So he
made the agreement and made a feast for the visitors. That day, Isaac’s servants found water in the newest
well they were digging. Now they had water —and peace! 

God’s Word & Me
The Bible doesn’t tell us if Isaac found it easy or hard to make peace with his neighbors. But the
Bible does tell us the results of Isaac’s actions. He was able to live in peace and not suffer the trou-
ble that often comes with fighting. 

Listen to these words Jesus said as a way of teaching His followers the benefit that comes when 
we make peace with others. Read Matthew 5:9. There may be times when you feel like fighting. 
You might even feel like you have a good reason for fighting. But paying attention to Jesus’ words
about being peacemakers will help us remember to stop and ask God’s help in knowing what to do
to make peace. When Jesus lived on Earth, His life, death and resurrection made it possible for us 
to become peacemakers. (Talk with interested students about salvation. See “Leading a Child to Christ”
on p. 12.)

>> What often results from fighting? (Kids get in trouble or get hurt. Kids aren’t friends anymore.) 

>> When are some times that kids your age might feel like fighting? (Someone has been mean.
Someone has hurt them or taken what belongs to them.)

>> What might kids choose to do instead of fighting? (Walk away. Try to talk to the person. Get pro-
tection from an adult.) What action might you choose? Which action do you think would have 
the best result? 

>> Think about a time when you might feel like fighting with someone. Pray with children, asking
God’s help in knowing what to do to make peace. 
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LESSON TWO

Game Center
for younger children
Genesis 26:12-33

Collect
Bible, a paper cup for each child, water, 
trash can. 

Prepare
Fill one cup for each child with a small
amount of water. Place cups on table 
to represent a “well.”

Do
Line children up in at least two teams for a
relay race. At your signal, first child in line 
for each team runs to the “well,” drinks one
cup of water and throws cup into trash can
before returning to his or her team. Continue
until each child has run to the well. Fill new
cups and play again as time allows. (Option-
al: Children clap and call out “live in peace”
while waiting their turn. Children skip, hop 
or crawl to the well for variety.) 

Talk About
>> In today’s Bible story, Isaac’s neighbors wanted to

take his wells. Isaac didn’t argue or fight. Instead,
Isaac lived in peace with his neighbors. 

>> Dakota, when is a time someone your age might
feel like arguing or fighting? (Someone is mean.
Someone doesn’t want to take turns or share.) God 
can help us know what to do so that we can live 
in peace with our friends.

>> Jaden, when someone wants to take something you are
playing with, what can you do to live in peace? (Tell the
person I will share in a few minutes. Ask an adult for help.
Find another toy for the person. Find a new toy for me.)

>> Jesus said, “Live in peace.” We need God’s help to live in
peace with others. Pray briefly, Dear God, please help us know how to live in peace with others. In
Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children
Set up a series of wells. To complete relay, children run from one well to the next, drinking small amount of
water at each well.

God’s Word

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called sons of God.” Matthew 5:9

For Younger Children:
“Live in peace.”

God’s Word & Me

When I feel like fighting, I can stop and ask for God’s
help to know how to make peace.
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LESSON TWO

Game Center
for older children
Genesis 26:12-33

Collect
Bible.

Do
1. Play Peacemaker Tag. Designate sever-

al children to be Peacemakers and sev-
eral children to be It. (For example, if
there are 20 children, designate 3 to
be Peacemakers and 3 to be It.) Ex-
plain that the Peacemakers cannot 
be tagged, but will free children 
who are tagged.

2. Start playing the game. When a child 
is tagged, he or she freezes with hands
in a fighting pose. Child remains
frozen until freed by a Peacemaker.
Once a child is freed, he or she be-
comes a Peacemaker and helps to free
others. (If playing area is small, children take baby steps to move around during the game.) Play until
most children have been tagged and then freed to become Peacemakers. Repeat game as time permits,
with different children taking the roles of Peacemakers and It.

Talk About
>> Read Matthew 5:9. What might someone do who is a peacemaker?

(End an argument. Look for ways to live in peace with others. Help two
friends get along.)

>> When are some times kids your age can be peacemakers? (When a
brother or sister refuses to help you. When someone at school starts an
argument.)

>> What can kids your age do to be peacemakers? (Talk to someone
instead of fighting. Be patient. Walk away until the person isn’t so angry.)

>> What can we do to obey Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:9 when we’re tempted to fight? (Pray and ask
God for help. Ask an adult for advice.)

>> Sometimes it’s hard to think of what to do to live in peace with others. God promises to help us
know the right things to do. Lead children in prayer, asking God to help us resist the urge to fight and
become kids who live in peace.

For Younger Children
Have children stand on one side of the room. Stand on the other side of the room and announce that you are
a Peacemaker. Run or walk across to grab one child’s hand and bring the child back to your starting position.
Then that child runs or walks across the room to bring someone else back to the Peacemaker side, and so on,
until all have become Peacemakers.

God’s Word

“Whoever wants to become great among 
you must be your servant.”

Matthew 20:26
For Younger Children:

“Serve others.”

God’s Word & Me

My unselfish actions help me live like Jesus and get
along with my family.
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Art Center
for younger children
Genesis 26:12-33

Collect
Bible, Lesson 2 Pattern Page (p. 70), sturdy
construction paper or card stock, scissors,
crayons or markers.

Prepare
Make one copy of Pattern Page for each child
onto paper or card stock. Cut slit in each page
(see sketch). Make a sample of the puppets.  

Do
1. Insert puppets into your sample page to

briefly show Bible story action. Today in
our Bible story a man named Isaac
dug a well to get water. His neighbors
were mad and told him to leave! Isaac
was kind and moved to a new place.
But when he dug a new well, the same
thing happened. Finally, Isaac’s neighbors became his
friends. Reinsert neighbors puppet to show happy faces.
Isaac was glad God helped him make peace.

2. Give each child a Pattern Page. Child cuts off puppets and
colors page. 

3. Child inserts puppets into page to show Bible story action. 

Talk About
>> Jesus said, “Live in peace.” Our Bible story tells that Isaac wanted 

to live in peace, instead of fighting or arguing with others.

>> One way to live in peace is to talk kindly to others. Sam, what are 
some kind words you can say to people in your family to make your home more peaceful? (Please.
Thanks. You’re welcome. I love you.) 

>> Another way to live in peace is to act in kind ways, even when someone is unkind. Kaylee, if some-
one throws a ball at you, how can you live in peace and be kind? (Find someone else to play with. Tell
the person that throwing the ball hurts.) Pray briefly, Dear God, please help us remember to live in
peace. In Jesus’ name, amen.

For Older Children
Using the Pattern Page as a guide, children make and illustrate their own pages and puppets, showing situa-
tions in which kids their age need to live in peace.

God’s Word

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called sons of God.” Matthew 5:9

For Younger Children:
“Live in peace.”

God’s Word & Me

When I feel like fighting, I can stop and ask for God’s
help to know how to make peace.
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Art Center
for older children
Genesis 26:12-33

Collect
Bible, scissors, at least two different colors
of gift-wrap cellophane, clear plastic cups
(two for each student), glue sticks. 

Do
1. Today you may each make a peace

cup, one for you and one for a 
friend. Children help each other 
by cutting cellophane into a variety
of 1-inch (2.5-cm) shapes. 

2. Give each child two cups. Children use
glue sticks to glue outsides of cups.
Then children select different colored
pieces of cellophane and press them
onto glued area on their cups, forming
designs of their own choosing. (Note:
For younger children, suggest they
glue one area of a cup at a time.)

3. Children take home peace cups and give to others with
whom they want to live in peace.

Talk About
>> Read Matthew 5:9. How might someone act who is a

peacemaker? Why do you think Jesus said peacemakers
are called “sons of God?” (They show others that God loves
everyone and wants people to live in peace.)

>> Why does God want us to get along with others and be
peacemakers? (When we get along, we show God’s love to
each other. God knows that living in peace is the best way
to live.)

>> When might kids your age have a hard time acting as
peacemakers? Pray together, asking God’s help in being
peacemakers. 

For Younger Children
Children attach stickers to cups instead of using cellophane. 

God’s Word

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called sons of God.” Matthew 5:9

For Younger Children:
“Live in peace.”

God’s Word & Me

When I feel like fighting, I can stop and ask for God’s
help to know how to make peace.
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Worship Center
for younger and older children
Genesis 26:12-33

Collect
Bibles, Agent Music CD and player, song
charts (pp. 246, 250), two buckets and a 
large plastic cup for each team, uncooked
beans or pasta.

Preparation
For each team, fill one bucket with beans or
pasta. Place filled bucket in an open area of
the room. Place empty bucket at the other
end of the open area. 

Team Game
Divide group into two or more teams of spe-
cial agents. Invite an equal number of volun-
teers from each team to line up at the start
line. Let’s see how long it takes our teams
of special agents to fill up their wells. Give
first player on each team a plastic cup. At your signal, players dip cup into bucket of beans or pasta, run to
the empty bucket and pour beans or pasta into the bucket. Players run back to team and give cup to next
players in line. Relay continues until one team’s bucket is full. Team members cheer for their team’s agents.

Bible Verse Game
Repeat Matthew 5:9 aloud with children. Shaking hands is something people do to show that they have
made an agreement. While the music plays, move around the room to see how many people you can
shake hands with. When you shake hands, say the first part of the verse: “Blessed are the peacemak-
ers.” When the music stops, freeze in place. Play “Psalm 34:12-14” for approximately 10 seconds. Repeat
process again, encouraging children to shake hands with different people and repeating the second part 
of the verse. (Optional: Invite children to create their own special-agent handshake to use when shaking
hands with others.) 

Song
Lead children in singing “Mission of Love.” Add motions and/or clapping if desired.

Prayer 
We know that kids, grown-ups and even the leaders of countries sometimes feel like fighting. For all of
us, in whatever situations we’re in, we can stop and ask God’s help in knowing how to be peacemak-
ers. Let’s see how many different peaceful actions and words we can think of (share, help, care, take
turns, shake hands, high five, hug, say “I’m sorry” or “I forgive you,” etc.). Lead children in prayer. 

Song
Lead children in singing “God’s Kids.” Add motions and/or clapping if desired.

God’s Word

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called sons of God.” Matthew 5:9

For Younger Children:
“Live in peace.”

God’s Word & Me

When I feel like fighting, I can stop and ask for God’s
help to know how to make peace.
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LESSON TWO • Pattern Page
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LESSON TWO • Coloring Page

What can you do when someone is mad 
and wants to fight?

Isaac chooses not to fight.
Genesis 26:12-33
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LESSON TWO • Puzzle Page
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