
Choose to Work Together
Lesson 7

Bible Story � Nehemiah’s Building Crew � Nehemiah 2—4; 6:15-16
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Teacher’s Devotional
In Solomon’s day, Jerusalem’s wall provided security (gates
controlled entry and exit), protection (from sandstorms or
invading armies) and housing (many homes and businesses
were built into the wall). More than that, the high, gleaming
stone walls sent a message: “This city is important. It is worth
protecting. We are safe here.” 

But the Babylonian invasion burned the gates, broke down
the walls, destroyed homes and businesses. The walls were
a blasted shell around a city no longer important, no longer
worth protecting, where no one felt safe. 

When a group of people returned with Nehemiah 70 years
later, they had to choose to work together: Anything less
was suicide! Harassed and threatened, they chose to de-
pend on God first, looked to Nehemiah for leadership and
depended on each other through the day-to-day work of
rebuilding. They realized that they were part of something
bigger than any one of them, something far more impor-
tant than any one family’s agenda. Their cooperation
meant more than simple rebuilding of walls: Once again,
Jerusalem could become a city worth protecting! 

Working together to accomplish a bigger purpose (instead of our own individual agendas) may seem 
like a lost art. But as the Body of Christ, we are not only commanded but also equipped to do just
that! It’s a skill that our children will learn only by our example: As we choose to cease being
too busy with our own agendas, we can let God flow His love through us. As we lay down
our own good ideas, we can accept other points of view and find joy in depending on 
each other. As we do, we’ll see that our children (imitating us!) love to work together!
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Lesson 7

Planning Page
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Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which

children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for schedule tips and

pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and younger children).

Also plan who will lead each center (for staffing tips see pp. 19-21).

Use the reproducible planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.

Bible Story Center
Bible Story ✺ Nehemiah’s Building Crew

Nehemiah 2—4; 6:15-16
Younger Child Option ✺ Use wooden 
or cardboard blocks to build a wall as 

indicated by story action. 
Older Child Option ✺ Choose to collect items 

to give to a charitable organization and receive 
an announcement about this project

Game Center
Younger Child Option ✺ Collect cards to play a game, 

pantomiming Bible story actions and talking about 
good things to do with friends

Materials ✺ Bible, Lesson 7 Pattern Page (p. 140), 
Theme Music CD and player, scissors

Older Child Option ✺ Work with friends to build and 
move through an obstacle course and discuss good 

things God wants kids to do together
Materials ✺ Bible, items to make an obstacle course 

(hula hoops, boxes, chairs, rope, etc.)

Art Center
Younger Child Option ✺ Decorate and put 

together puzzle pieces and talk about 
doing good things with our friends

Materials ✺ Bible, poster board, 
heavy scissors, crayons

Older Child Option ✺ Create paper blocks 
for a Wall of Friendship and describe ways 

kids can do good things together
Materials ✺ Bible, butcher paper, masking

tape, newspaper, markers, 9x12-inch 
(23x30.5-cm) white construction paper 
sheets, variety of materials (wallpaper 

samples, construction paper, craft foam, 
paint and rectangular sponges)

Worship Center
For the Younger and Older Child ✺ Participate in large-group 
activities to review Bible verse and to worship God together
Materials ✺ Bibles, Theme Music CD and player, song charts 

(pp. 246, 254), 12-inch (30.5-cm) length of yarn for each child

Coloring/Puzzle Center
Younger Child Option ✺ Review the Bible story 

while completing coloring page 
Materials ✺ Lesson 7 Coloring Page (p. 141) for each student, crayons

Older Child Option ✺ Review the importance of working
together while completing puzzle page 

Materials ✺ Lesson 7 Puzzle Page (p. 142) 
for each student, pencils
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Lesson 7

Bonus Theme Ideas

Post a note alerting parents to the use of food. Also, check registraton forms for possible food allergies.
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Make at least one copy of the Passport to Adventure logo (see
p. 236) for each child and cut them out. Before children arrive,
hide the copies near your entrance, in the classrooms, in hall-
ways, etc. As children arrive, tell them to look for and collect
the hidden logos throughout the session. (Note: Consider lim-
iting the number of logos each child may collect.)

Give each child a toothpick or wooden skewer. Provide a variety of

sandwich items in separate containers (bread, ham and cheese cubes;

small pieces of lettuce; cherry or grape tomatoes). Children assemble

several of each item on their toothpicks or skewers. Place mustard and

mayonnaise into small disposable cups to give each child for dipping.

Enlarge pattern of roller coaster car and track on page 
237. Give each child at least one copy to color with mark-
ers. Child writes name on completed car. When complete,
children work together to arrange cars to create their own
giant roller coaster. Provide tape for children to tape pa-
pers together. Assembled roller coaster can be taped to
large sheet of butcher paper and then mounted on class-
room wall, if desired.

Bonus Theme Ideas can be
used at any time during
this session: as an addi-
tional activity center, to
extend the session for a

longer time, or for added
theme excitement. 
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Lesson 1

Bible Story Center
for younger children � Nehemiah 2—4; 6:15-16

Lesson 7

© 2008 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Passport to Adventure

132

Collect ✺ Bible.

Introduction ✺ Pretend to use a hammer if you like to build things. Volunteers respond.
Listen to find out what made a man named Nehemiah wanted to build!

Tell the Story ✺ Nehemiah was a special helper to the king. He lived in a country far 
from his real home. One day, Nehemiah’s brother came to tell Nehemiah sad news. “The 
city where we used to live had strong walls. Now they are broken. The city is not
safe.”

Nehemiah was sad. So Nehemiah did something very
important. He prayed to God. He knew God would hear
his prayer. 

When the king saw Nehemiah, he asked, “Why are you so
sad, my friend?”

Nehemiah said, “I am sad because the wall around my city is
broken down. I would like to go and help the people build the
wall again.”

The king said, “You may go and help the people build the wall.
Come back when the wall is finished.” Nehemiah was very happy!
He thanked the king and started off to the city. 

When Nehemiah came to the city, he said to all the people, “We 
can build the wall. We can make it strong again. Who will help?”

“My family will help,” said a father. “We will cut some stones.”

“My family will help,” said another father. “We will cut down trees to make the gates.”

Bang! Bang! The hammers and chisels cut stone. Zzzzzz! Zzzzzz! The saws cut wood. Fathers and mothers, boys and girls all helped. 
For many days, the people worked together and helped each other. Finally the wall was finished. Everyone was glad that the city was 
safe again. The people were happy to have such beautiful walls! Nehemiah was glad God had heard his prayer and helped the people 
to work together.

God’s Word & Me ✺ Nehemiah and the people all worked together to help each other. And because they all helped each
other, they were able to build strong walls around their city. 

The Bible says, “God made us to do good things.” Every day when we help each other, we can do good things. Pray, Dear God, please
help us to show love by working together. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

In a brightly-colored gift bag, place sev-

eral dozen wooden or cardboard blocks.

At the appropriate time in the story,

remove blocks and distribute them to

children. Guide children to take turns

using blocks to build a wall to demon-

strate story action.
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Lesson 1

Bible Story Center
for older children � Nehemiah 2—4; 6:15-16

Lesson 7

Collect ✺ Bible, building blocks (Legos, Duplos, etc.).

Prepare ✺ Set out the blocks attached together to form a wall.

Introduction ✺ What are some jobs that are too big for one person to do?
What are jobs a kid your age needs someone else’s help to do? Volunteers tell. 
Today we’re going to meet a man who showed his love for 
God by helping people work together to do great 
things! During the story, when you tell about the 
letter Nehemiah received about the broken-down 
wall in Jerusalem, let several volunteers break apart 
the blocks. When you tell about the people working 
together to build the wall, ask several other volun-
teers to build a wall. (Optional: Help children form sev-
eral groups. Give each group some of the blocks and 
allow several minutes for them to build a wall. Attach all 
sections together and then continue telling the story.)

Tell the Story ✺ Nehemiah was a man who lived 
long ago in Old Testament times. For many years, he had 
lived in the main city of the Babylonian empire, far from his 
family’s real home. Nehemiah’s family had come to this city 
from Jerusalem. They had been taken away from Jerusalem by the Babylonians. Now, another king had taken over the empire. 
Nehemiah worked for the king and lived in the king’s palace. He saw the king nearly every day. Nehemiah’s job was important,
but he always remembered that his real home was in Jerusalem.

One day, Nehemiah’s brother came from Jerusalem to visit. When Nehemiah wanted to know how things were in Jerusalem, his 
brother sadly told him that the walls around Jerusalem were broken down. The houses were falling down, and the gates were 
broken and burned-out.

When Nehemiah heard this, he was very sad for days and DAYS. He didn’t even eat. But Nehemiah did do something VERY impor-
tant—he prayed! Nehemiah asked God to help him get the king’s permission and help so that he could go help rebuild the walls 
and the houses in Jerusalem.

When the king saw Nehemiah, he could tell that something was very wrong. He asked, “Why are you so sad?” Before Nehemiah 
answered, he silently asked God to give him the right words. “O King,” Nehemiah said, “the city where our family lived is ruined. 
The walls are broken down. I want VERY much to go and help the people rebuild the city.”

The king thought about Nehemiah’s request. Then he told Nehemiah that not only could he go, but also that he would send money
and protection and materials with him, to help rebuild! Nehemiah must have been very excited! He thanked the king and soon he
was on his way to Jerusalem with a group of people and the supplies needed to help do the job.

Nehemiah spent time inspecting the walls and looking things over. Then he called all the people together who were still in the city
to announce that the king had sent him to help rebuild the city walls. Soon people were volunteering to repair a section of the wall.
People were talking together about ways to help each other. Many families rebuilt the walls near their houses. Everyone worked
together! There were people hammering and holding chisels to cut stone and people sawing wood to make gates. Every person
worked hard. 

But there were enemies who didn’t want ANYONE to repair Jerusalem. They didn’t want Jerusalem strong and safe 
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Prepare announcements about items (school

supplies, soap, etc.) that children may collect

for a charitable organization. Include dead-

line by which items must be collected. Place

announcements in a gift bag. At the end of

the story, give an announcement to each

child. Encourage participation as a way of

choosing to work together.
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Lesson 7
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again! They tried to stop the workers. They made fun of them. They tried to scare them. They threatened to kill them! THEN they
tried sending letters to the king to try to make HIM angry at the workers! 

But Nehemiah told the people not to be afraid. The workers took turns guarding each other. Since they had to spend half their time
guarding each other, it took longer! But even so, the wall was finished. The heavy gates were hung in place. Everyone was glad to
see the wall high and strong around the city. 

Everyone came together to celebrate the rebuilt walls. Ezra, the priest, read the scroll of God’s Law aloud while the people listened.
They were sorry that they had not followed God’s commands earlier, but Nehemiah told them not to be sad! He told them to cele-
brate! Now they had a city. Now they had heard God’s laws and had worshiped God. Now a great thing had been done. God had
helped His people to work together in amazing ways! 

God’s Word & Me ✺ Nehemiah chose to help a lot of people work together, even when it wasn’t easy. When we work
together, we show love for God like Nehemiah did. Read or ask a child to read Ephesians 2:10. God has good things prepared for us
to do, too. He wants us to work together to do the great things He has planned for us! 

✺ What are times you wish you could have people help you with a project? 

✺ What are some of the good things you think God wants you to do? 

✺ What is a skill you have that you think might help someone else? (Know how to build. Like to cook. Know how to
take care of babies. Like to play sports.)

✺ Think about one or two people with whom you could use that skill. What could you work together on to do some-
thing good? Pray with children, asking God to help them use their skills and work together to do the good things He
has planned for them. 
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Lesson 7

Game Center
for younger children � Nehemiah 2—4; 6:15-16
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Collect ✺ Bible, Lesson 7 Pattern Page (p. 140), Theme
Music CD and player, scissors.

Prepare ✺ Photocopy and cut apart the pictures on the
Pattern Page. Lay pictures in a circle large enough for group to
walk around the outside. 

Do
1. Help children form pairs. As you play music CD, pairs walk
around the outside of the circle marked by picture cards. When
music stops, each pair standing beside a card picks up card and
takes a turn to do the motion illustrated on the card. (Make a
duplicate set of pictures if group is large.) 

2. Repeat game as time permits, with children forming new
pairs as desired. 

Talk About
✺ We had fun playing this game with our friends. Can

we do more work by ourselves or working with a
friend? Why? 

✺ What is something that is hard to do by yourself? 

✺ The Bible says, “God made us to do good things.”
When we help each other, we are doing good things.
What are some ways of helping our friends? Family
members? 

✺ God made us to do good things. And He wants us
to do them together! Pray briefly, Dear God, please
help us to get better at working together. We love
You. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children ✺ Use masking tape to
make a start line and a finish line. Then use the cards in a
relay race: Set a stack of cards at the finish line. Children
run to the finish line, act out the motion on the card and
then run back to tag next runner. Or, children run in pairs
to act out motions on card together.
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Lesson 7

Game Center
for older children � Nehemiah 2—4; 6:15-16
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Collect ✺ Bible, items to make an obstacle course 
(hula hoops, boxes, chairs, rope, etc.); optional—blindfold.

Do
1. Children use materials to build an obstacle course together. 

2. Children run the obstacle course two ways: First time, child
moves through the obstacle course forward. Second time, child
chooses a partner. Partner coaches him or her through the
course as he or she moves backwards. (Optional: Children 
may also work in pairs with one blindfolded or with eyes 
shut, moving forward through the course and then trading
assignments.)

Talk About
✺ Which way of moving through the obstacle course was

easiest? What made it easier? (Partner told me where
to step.)

✺ What are some jobs that are hard for kids to do alone?
What are ways to get more done? 

✺ Read Ephesians 2:10. The Bible says that God already
has good things prepared for us to do! Think about
that the next time you are bored and don’t know what to do. Ask God what He’s got planned next for you! 

✺ What are some of the good things you think God wants kids to do?

✺ When we work together, we accomplish more of the good things God has planned for us! Lead children in prayer,
asking God’s help to learn ways to work together in our families and with our friends. 

For Younger Children ✺ Prepare the obstacle course ahead of time. Children take turns moving through the course.
Repeat activity, but ask each child to keep his or her eyes closed while you lead the child through the course.
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Lesson 7

Art Center
for younger children � Nehemiah 2—4; 6:15-16
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Collect ✺ Bible, poster board, heavy scissors,
crayons; optional—permanent marker.  

Prepare ✺ Cut a sheet of poster board into interlock-
ing puzzle shapes that are at least 4x6 inches (10x15 cm).
(Optional: Draw a pattern across poster board with marker
before cutting apart.) 

Do
1. Distribute a puzzle piece to each child. Child colors piece
as desired. 

2. When all pieces are finished, write children’s names on
the pieces. Then help children work together to put the
puzzle together. 

Talk About
✺ It’s fun to put puzzles together! Which piece is

yours?

✺ We had to work together to put the puzzle pieces
in the right places. What other jobs are easier to
do if you have help?

✺ What are some good things you like to do, Kenya? You could play with the (play dough) with Liam! Our Bible says,
“God made us to do good things.” Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You we can work together. Please help us to be
good at working together. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children ✺ For older children, cut poster board into more pieces and give each child several pieces to deco-
rate. Or, invite pairs to create their own puzzles from small sheets of poster board. Pairs trade completed puzzles. 
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Lesson 7

Art Center
for older children � Nehemiah 2—4; 6:15-16
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Collect ✺ Bible, butcher paper, masking tape, news-
paper, markers, 9x12-inch (23x30.5-cm) white construction
paper sheets, variety of materials (wallpaper samples, con-
struction paper, craft foam, paint and rectangular sponges). 

Prepare ✺ Secure butcher paper horizontally with mask-
ing tape to look like a wall. If using paint, set it out in large,
shallow containers and lay newspaper on floor at bottom of
butcher paper.

Do
1. Children decorate one or more sheets of construction paper
to represent blocks for a Wall of Friendship. Decorations may
include names, drawings that represent their interests, etc.

2. Children then use masking tape loops to attach the blocks
(if using paint, allow blocks to dry first) to the butcher paper
in order to build the Wall of Friendship. 

Talk About 
✺ Our project today is to create a Wall of Friendship.

What are some other projects you work on with your
friends? With people in your family? 

✺ What might make it hard for kids to work together
on a project? (Kids don’t listen to each other. One
kid wants to boss the others around.) 

✺ Read Ephesians 2:10. What are some good things
you think God wants kids your age to do? (Show
kindness to a younger kid. Take care of an animal.
Run an errand for someone.) Pray, asking God’s
help to get better at working together at the good
things He has prepared.

For Younger Children ✺ Draw “blocks” on the
butcher paper wall for children to color and decorate with
markers.  
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Lesson 7

Worship Center
Nehemiah 2—4; 6:15-16
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Collect ✺ Bibles, Theme Music CD and player, 
song charts (pp. 246, 254), 12-inch (30.5-cm) length 
of yarn for each child. 

Team Game ✺ Play an add-on get-acquainted 
game. Ask entire group to stand up. Begin this game 
by saying your name and doing a simple motion (clap, 
jump, pat head, snap fingers, hop, turn around, wave, 
etc.). All children say your name and do the motion. 
Then invite any child to say your name and do the 
motion, and then add his or her name while doing a 
different motion. Lead all children in repeating both 
names and motions. See how many names and 
motions can be added. 

Bible Verse Game ✺ Repeat Ephesians 2:10 
aloud with children. We can be a team to do good things 
together. Right now in our class, let’s see how fast peo-
ple on a team can help each other. Give each child a 
length of yarn. At your signal, children form groups of 
four or five and work together to tie their yarn together 
to make one long piece. (Be available to help younger 
children tie knots as needed.) After tying yarn, children hold up the long piece of yarn. When all groups are 
holding up their pieces of yarn, lead children in repeating verse again. 

Song ✺ You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Whatever You Do,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired. 

Prayer  ✺ Lead children to name ways kids can work together with family and friends to do good things in each of these
places: school, home, church, neighborhood, playground, park. Lead children in prayer, asking God’s help in doing good things.
Thank God for making us with special talents and abilities. 

Song ✺ You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Choose Jesus,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired.   
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Lesson 7 ✺ Pattern Page
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Lesson 7 ✺ Coloring Page

What good thing can you and your 
friend do to help someone?

Nehemiah and the people rebuild the walls.
Nehemiah 2—4; 6:15-16
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Lesson 7 ✺ Puzzle Page

Wonder Wall!
Elon’s got Epthah’s hammer. Follow the directions on the 
arrows to help Elon through the maze so he and Epthah 
can work together! 

Unscramble the 
words on the 

rocks for a very 
important choice!

What is a project you can work together on with another person? 

__________   _______   _____________   ________________ !
                1                     2                        3                                   4
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