
Session 13 

Jesus Heals the Blind Man 
Mark 10:46-52 

Worship Theme: God is merciful. 

Weaving Faith Into Life: Kids will praise God for his mercy. 

Session 
Sequence

What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Praise 
God! 

(about 25 minutes) 

Sing 

• “His Mercy” (Titus 3:5a) (track 23) 

• “To God Be the Glory” (track 15) 

• “Miracles Happen Every Day” (track 24) 

• “Faith” (Hebrews 11:1) (track 25) 

• “ ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” (track 26) 

KidsOwn Worship Kit: 

Songs From FaithWeaver; Lesson 

Videos DVD: “Mercy Beat” 

Classroom Supplies:  

Bible, CD player, TV, DVD player 

Preschool 

Session 
Sequence

What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point! 

(about 25 minutes) 

* Sweet Mercy  

Taste Kool-Aid without sugar; then try it with 

sugar. 

Classroom Supplies: 

2 packets unsweetened Kool-Aid, 2 

pitchers, water, spoon, sugar, 1 

paper cup and napkin per child 

* Going to See Jesus 

Help each other through an obstacle course 

to get to “Jesus.” 

Classroom Supplies: 

2 blindfolds, several pillows,  

cardboard box 

Mercy Tag 

Play a game about mercy to show each other 

kindness. 
 

 



Elementary 

Session 
Sequence

What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point! 

(about 25 minutes) 

Mercy, Mercy 

Play a game about giving and receiving 

mercy. 

Classroom Supplies: 

Bible 

Blind Bart 

Play a game as they interact with the Bible 

story. 

Classroom Supplies: 

Blindfold 

* Acts of Kindness 

Receive two treats and give one away. 

Classroom Supplies: 

2 treats per child, bowl 

 

 

Session 
Sequence

What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Pray! 
(about 10 minutes) 

The Offering  

Offer their gifts to God. 

KidsOwn Worship Kit: 

Songs From FaithWeaver: “His 

Mercy” (Titus 3:5a) (track 23) 

Classroom Supplies: 

Offering bowls, CD player 

Share a Prayer 

Share stories of God’s mercy and pray with 

partners. 
 

Closing Prayer 

Thank God for his mercy in a closing prayer. 
 

* Starred activities can be used successfully with preschool and elementary children together. 

Customize your session to fit your needs. You can separate preschoolers and elementary children for Section 2. 

Or, if you keep the children all together for the entire worship session, we suggest you choose from the starred activities.  



Bible Background for Leaders 

Jesus Heals the Blind Man 
Mark 10:46-52 

Leaving Jericho on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus had gathered a crowd. Bartimaeus’ blindness didn’t prevent him from 

hearing the ruckus of the approaching crowd and from asking who was creating all the fuss. When he found out, his cries 

of “Son of David” in addressing Jesus were not just a way of identifying Jesus’ lineage. Since the term “Son of David” is 

clearly a reference to the Messiah, Bartimaeus was shouting to both the crowd and to Jesus that he believed Jesus was 

the promised Messiah. Also, his persistence, even when people tried to hush him, showed that he was convinced Jesus 

could heal his blindness. 

Although Jesus was surrounded by a crowd and was set on reaching his destination, his ears and heart were attuned to 

the cry of one calling out for mercy. Perhaps some of the people around him were just interested in following a celebrity. 

Others may simply have been curious about Jesus. But Bartimaeus needed Jesus’ mercy, and Jesus heard his cry. 

In acknowledging Bartimaeus’ identification of him as the Son of David, Jesus was also making a statement. Earlier in 

his ministry, he had avoided being identified as the Messiah. But now, as he was making his last trip to Jerusalem where 

he would be crucified, he was ready for his identity to be known. And what better way to make that announcement than to 

heal someone who had faith in him! 

It’s interesting to note that Jesus didn’t force any agenda on Bartimaeus. He asked what Bartimaeus wanted. We can 

learn a lesson from that: Although God is in control of all the resources in the universe, he wants us to express our needs to 

him. He wants us to acknowledge our dependence upon him and seek his mercy, which he generously bestows on us. 

Notice also that Bartimaeus’ faith in Jesus initiated his healing. Jesus didn’t say, “Because you’ve lived a good life in 

spite of your hardship, I’ll heal you.” He didn’t say, “Because your parents were so faithful to me, I’ll give you your sight.” 

Jesus responded to Bartimaeus’ faith. Things haven’t changed: Jesus responds to our needs on the basis of our faith, 

not because of anything good we’ve done or any specific set of words we repeat. Jesus shows us he cares for us by 

taking care of our needs as we acknowledge our dependence on him and trust in him to meet those needs. And what 

Jesus asks in return is that we do as Bartimaeus did and follow Jesus along the roads of our lives, no matter how old or 

young we may be!  

Devotion for Leaders 

Do you have a good friend you usually talk to about your problems? Jesus is the ultimate friend. As 

Bartimaeus learned, we can speak openly to Jesus about our needs! 

Weaving Faith Into Your Life: When have troubles made life dark for you? Like Bartimaeus, will you call out to 

Jesus? Pray with your eyes closed about your needs, speaking honestly to Jesus about the darkness they may 

be causing in your life. Then open your eyes and pray, thanking Jesus that, just as he gave Bartimaeus sight, 

he’ll meet your needs.  



Why We Worship for Leaders 

Children know what it means to get into trouble, do wrong things, and then live in fear of the consequences. Whether 

they know what mercy is or not, they’ve tasted it every time Mom or Dad holds back the full discipline due in order to 

teach a greater lesson in love. 

God is our greatest example of mercy. He sent his Son as total payment for our sin so we wouldn’t die. God gives to 

us above and beyond what we ask or think. Use the songs and activities in this worship session to help children 

celebrate God, who is kind and shows mercy to them. 

Easy Prep for Leaders 

Let’s Praise God!—Set up a TV and DVD player, and cue the Lesson Videos DVD to the segment titled “Mercy 

Beat.” Watch the segment before the children arrive. 

Acts of Kindness—You’ll need treats, such as miniature candy bars, packs of gum, or fast-food coupons. It doesn’t 

matter if the treats are all the same as long as you have two for each child. Place the treats in a bag or bowl. 

Preschool Activities—Refer to the preschool pages for preparations.  

 

Play Songs From FaithWeaver as kids arrive. Ask some children to stand at the door and welcome everyone who 

comes into the room. Ask these greeters to smile, shake hands, and say, “Welcome!” 

As kids arrive, invite them to “wrist wrestle” with each other. Have two kids face each other and hold hands at 

shoulder level. Have both children try to bend the other’s hand backward. Caution them to be careful not to hurt 

each other. When one person wants to concede, he or she should call out, “Mercy!” Have kids play this game with 

each other until you’re ready to begin the worship session. 

When you’re ready to begin, welcome kids warmly. 

SAY: Hello, everyone! I asked you to wrist wrestle with each other because today we’re going to talk about mercy. 

ASK: • If you asked for mercy while you were wrist wrestling, why did you ask for it? (Because I couldn’t handle 

the pain; I didn’t want to play anymore; I needed relief.) 

• How did you feel when you received mercy from your partner? (Relieved; I felt a lot better.) 

• If your partner asked you for mercy, did you decide to grant mercy? Why or why not? (Yes, because I didn’t 

want to hurt my partner; no, I didn’t want it to be that easy for my partner.) 

• What is mercy? (Being kind; being nice to people even if they don’t deserve it.) 

SAY: Mercy is a wonderful thing to give, and it’s a wonderful thing to receive. Today we’re worshipping God because 

he is merciful. That means God gives mercy to us. Let’s praise God for his mercy right now. 

Sing “His Mercy” (Titus 3:5a). (Track 23) 

Lyrics are in the back of this book. 

SAY: Our merciful God is here with us today! We worship a God who is stronger than anyone you can think of—

stronger than any World Class Wrist Wrestling person. 

Our God is more powerful than anyone or anything! And the amazing thing is that we never have to worry 

that God will use that power to be mean or cruel. God is always loving and kind; that’s what it means to be 

merciful. 

Ask kids to stand. 

SAY: Have you ever borrowed something from a friend and then broken it or lost it? If you have, please sit down. 



(Pause.) Have you ever sneaked candy or cookies when you weren’t supposed to? If so, sit down. (Pause.) 

Have you ever disobeyed your parents? If you have, sit down. (Pause.) 

By now everyone should be sitting since it’s safe to assume that all children have disobeyed at one time or 

another. However, if anyone’s still standing, say something humorous such as, “Now, if you’re lying, sit down!” 

SAY: All of us have done wrong things. But when we do wrong things, we can always count on God to forgive us if 

we’re sorry for what we’ve done. God doesn’t get mean or cruel. We say God has mercy on us. He doesn’t 

punish us the way we might deserve. Let’s explore what that means by watching this video. 

Show the Lesson Videos DVD segment titled “Mercy Beat.” The video shows people whose “crimes” need mercy. 

Pause the video as indicated. 

Each time you pause the video, ask kids to discuss in pairs why they believe the person does or does not 

deserve mercy. Continue the video, and press “pause” again as instructed. Help kids discuss each “criminal.” 

SAY: With God, it doesn’t matter who we are or what we’ve done. God is always merciful. The most important way 

God shows us his mercy is through his Son, Jesus. God sent Jesus to our world because he wanted to show 

us mercy. Let’s sing a song about Jesus. 

This is an old song, so a few of the words are different from the words we would use today. In those days, you 

might say “hath” instead of “has.” One of the lines in the song says Jesus “yielded his life, an atonement for 

sin.” That means Jesus gave up his life to pay the price for our sins. Another line says Jesus “opened the life 

gate that all may go in.” That means Jesus made it possible for us to go to heaven and have eternal life. Let’s 

worship God for his mercy and sing “To God Be the Glory.” As you sing, think about all the great things God 

has done. I’ll ask you about them later. 

Sing “To God Be the Glory.” (Track 15) 

Lyrics are in the back of this book. 

ASK: • What great things has God done? (He created everything; he forgave me through Jesus; he gave me a 

great family.) 

SAY: God has done so much! God sent Jesus for us. Jesus died for our sins, and he made it possible for us to get 

to heaven. God sent Jesus because God is merciful. Remember that mercy means not giving the guilty what 

they deserve. It means being kind beyond what’s expected or what is fair. 

To help you think about mercy, I’m going to name a few situations. Tell me if the person in each situation was 

shown mercy or not. 

• A mother discovered that her son lied about doing his reading homework. Before disciplining him, she 

listened to his story and found out that he didn’t understand the assignment. So she worked with him 

and helped him complete it. 

• A convicted murderer was sentenced to the death penalty and was later executed by lethal injection. 

• A man passing by a homeless person asking for money spit on him. 

• A man passing by a homeless person asking for money took him to a restaurant to eat, gave him a 

blanket from his car, and drove him to where he needed to go. 

• A boy smashed a large rock into the windshield of a parked car. He later turned himself in to the police. 

The owner of the car forgave the boy and didn’t press charges but had the boy work for him after 

school doing odd jobs to pay for the windshield. 

Now you have an idea of what mercy is. God is the best example of mercy because he sent Jesus to die in our 

place. Jesus never sinned, but he was nailed to the cross like a criminal. He did that for us. God’s mercy is so 

great. He’s always doing more than we can ask or think. 

I need some people to be readers right now and lead us in a time of praise. 

Choose volunteers, and have them stand near you. Open an easy-to-read version of the Bible, such as the 

Hands-On Bible®, to Psalm 146, and show it to the children. The following has been taken from the New Living 



Translation. 

SAY: Psalm 146:1 says, “Praise the Lord! Let all that I am praise the Lord.” Say that with me. “Praise the Lord! Let 

all that I am praise the Lord.” Good job. I’m going to have some of you read other verses from this psalm that 

tell ways God is merciful. After each verse is read, we’ll all answer, “Praise the Lord! Let all that I am praise 

the Lord.” 

Have the volunteers each read one of the following verses from Psalm 146: 7a, 7b, 8a, 8b, 8c, 9a, 9b, 9c. Lead the 

other kids in responding, “Praise the Lord! Let all that I am praise the Lord.” 

SAY: God is merciful to us in so many ways. The psalm we just read tells of many of those ways: God feeds hungry 

people, helps those in trouble, and does what is fair. Today we’re going to look at a story from the New 

Testament that shows God’s mercy. In this story God performs a miracle. Sometimes God’s mercy comes in 

the form of a miracle. Let’s sing about that and thank God for being strong enough to show mercy by doing 

miraculous things. 

Sing “Miracles Happen Every Day.” (Track 24) 

Lyrics are in the back of this book. 

SAY: Now let’s sing about our faith in God. God loves you and hears you. He’ll be where you are, he’ll give you what 

you need, and he’ll never leave you. Our merciful God loves us and helps us every day. Let’s tell God that we 

trust him. 

Sing “Faith” (Hebrews 11:1). (Track 25) 

Lyrics are in the back of this book. 

SAY: It’s important to believe that God wants to help you! Let’s decide today that we’re going to trust God’s 

promises more and more! Let’s pray. 

SAY: Jesus, you care about each one of us. Help us to trust you. Help us to trust your promises. Thank you for your 

great kindness and mercy toward us. Amen. 

SAY: Our last song is a hymn called “ ’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus.” Let’s keep worshipping Jesus while we sing 

it. 

Sing “ ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus.” (Track 26) 

Lyrics are in the back of this book. 

 

Preschool Activities, pages 173-174 

At this time, have the preschool leader invite the preschoolers to go to their own room for this section of activities. 

Tear out the Preschool Activities page, and give it to the preschool leader. Have the preschool leader bring the 

preschoolers back to participate in Let’s Pray! with the older children. If you prefer to keep all the children together, 

do the starred (*) activities. They will work well with both elementary and preschool children. 

Elementary Activities 

Mercy, Mercy 
SAY: God is merciful, but sometimes people aren’t. Let’s play a game of granting mercy. I need someone to be a 

“judge.” The judge will decide whether to send each person to prison or back to the streets. 

The rest of you will have a chance to come before the judge and beg for mercy. You can beg loudly, softly, 



dramatically, or not at all. If the judge sends you to prison, go to a chair and sit down. While you’re in prison, 

you can still beg for mercy. If the judge sends you back to the streets, go to the back of the line again. 

The judge can release prisoners from jail any time he or she wants to. After a few minutes, I’ll call out, 

“Freeze,” and we’ll choose a new judge. 

Choose a volunteer to be the judge, and have him or her sit on a chair. Have the rest of the kids form a single-file 

line with the first one standing in front of the judge. Play the game for a minute or two. Then call, “Freeze,” and have 

kids switch roles. Repeat this several times. 

Have kids sit together on the floor. 

ASK: • How did you feel when you got stuck in prison? (I was bored; I wanted to get out.) 

• How did you feel when you were the judge and could decide what would happen to people? (I felt powerful; 

I wanted to be merciful to everyone.) 

Open your Bible to Psalm 145. 

SAY: Listen to what Psalm 145:8-9 says: “The Lord is merciful and compassionate, slow to get angry and filled with 

unfailing love. The Lord is good to everyone. He showers compassion on all his creation” (NLT). 

ASK: • How is God’s mercy different from the way some of you showed mercy in our game? (God shows mercy to 

everyone, but some people in our game showed mercy to only a few; the judge in our game 

didn’t show mercy at all.) 

SAY: The Bible says God is merciful to everyone. Aren’t you glad God doesn’t have favorites? We can always trust 

God to be fair and good. 

Blind Bart 

Before this activity, remove anything that kids could trip over in the area where you’ll be playing the game. 

SAY: One day Jesus and his friends and a lot of other people were walking through a town. A blind man named 

Bartimaeus was sitting by the road. Bartimaeus heard that Jesus was walking by, so he began to shout, 

“Jesus, have mercy on me!” Many people warned the blind man to be quiet, but he shouted even more: 

“Jesus, have mercy on me!” 

Jesus stopped and said, “Tell the man to come here.” The people called out to Bartimaeus and said, “Cheer 

up! Get to your feet. Jesus is calling you.” 

Bartimaeus was so excited that he jumped up, left his coat, and ran to Jesus. Jesus asked Bartimaeus what 

he wanted. Blind Bartimaeus said, “Teacher, I want to see.” Jesus told him, “Go, you are healed because you 

believed.” After that Bartimaeus followed Jesus. 

Let’s play a game and help a blindfolded person get to Jesus. I need someone to pretend to be Jesus and 

someone to pretend to be Bart. 

Choose kids to play the two roles. Put the blindfold on “Bart,” and have “Jesus” stand somewhere in the room 

away from “Bart.” 

SAY: The rest of you are going to help Bart get to Jesus. While Bart stands still, the rest of you scatter silently 

around the room. Pause while kids scatter. 

Bart will walk with hands held out in front, thumbs touching, so if he [she] bumps into someone he’ll [she’ll] be 

protected. Jesus, keep calling Bart to come to you. The rest of you can help Bart by saying things like, “Not 

here,” or “I’m not Jesus,” or “Not me,” when Bart gets too close to you. Then Bart will know to go around you 

until he [she] gets to Jesus. Are you ready? Let’s try it. 

Have kids play the game. When “Bart” finds “Jesus,” have “Jesus” hug “Bart” or give him a high five. Repeat the 

game several times. 

SAY: Jesus had mercy on Bartimaeus and healed his blindness. 



* Acts of Kindness 

ASK: • How do you feel when someone does something nice for you that you know 

you don’t deserve? (I feel great; I’m usually surprised that someone did 

something for me.)  

SAY: When we realize that God is good to us, many times it makes us want to be 

good to others. God wants us to be kind and full of mercy toward others, just as 

he is toward us. 

I brought a treat for you today. But before I give you the treat, I’d like you to close your eyes for a minute. 

Think of someone you know at home or at school or in your neighborhood who needs some kindness. Maybe 

the person is going through a hard time. Maybe the person is sick or sad or lonely. Maybe he or she has been 

mean to you and doesn’t deserve to have you be nice. Or maybe the person is just grumpy to everyone. Tell 

the Lord about that person silently now. Pause for several moments. 

SAY: Jesus, you see the people we’ve told you about. You know all about them. You love them, and you died for 

them. Show them your love this week, Lord. Help them to know in a small way that someone loves them and 

cares about them, too. Help us to spread your love and mercy. In your name, amen. 

SAY: I’m going to pass this bowl of treats around. When the bowl comes to you, take two treats. One is for you, and 

one is to give away to someone. If it’s possible, give it to the person you just prayed for. If that’s not possible, 

ask God to show you someone else who needs something nice to happen to him or her, and give it to that 

person. 

 



Preschool Activities 

Session 13 

Jesus Heals the Blind Man 
Mark 10:46-52 

Worship Theme: God is merciful. 

Easy Prep for Leaders 
Sweet Mercy—Make two pitchers of Kool-Aid, but don’t add the sugar. Set aside enough sugar to sweeten just one pitcher of Kool-Aid. 

Going to See Jesus—Set up a simple obstacle course from one end of the room to the other. Use things such as a table to crawl under, 

chairs to climb over, a cardboard box with top and bottom cut off to crawl through, and pillows to step on. 

Using Theo 

Consider using Theophilus the FaithRetriever puppet today in these ways: 

• Have Theo lead the preschoolers from the main worship area to the preschool room. 

• Have Theo “taste” the unsweetened Kool-Aid and help the children think of ways to be kind during the 

“Sweet Mercy” activity. 

• See the KidsOwn Worship Kit for a puppet skit written for today’s worship session.  

* Sweet Mercy 

SAY: Hello, everybody! We’re going to have fun learning that God is merciful. That means God is kind and good to us. 

God is never mean and never hurts us. 

One time Jesus and his friends were walking through a town. There were lots of people with them. A man named 

Bartimaeus was sitting by the roadside. Bartimaeus was blind. That means he couldn’t see. Cover your eyes and 

see how dark it is. You can hear my voice, but you can’t see me. That’s how it was for Bartimaeus. Even if 

Bartimaeus held his eyes wide open, everything was still dark for him. Keep your eyes covered while I tell the rest 

of the story. 

Bartimaeus heard that Jesus was walking by, so he began to shout, “Jesus, have 

mercy on me!” Lots of people told him to be quiet, but he shouted even louder: 

“Jesus, have mercy on me!” What do you think Jesus did? 

Jesus stopped and said, “Tell the man to come here.” The people called to 

Bartimaeus and said, “Be happy! Get up. Jesus is calling you.” Bartimaeus was so 

excited that he jumped up and forgot his coat. He ran to Jesus. Jesus asked him what 

he wanted. Bartimaeus said, “Jesus, I want to see.” Jesus told him, “Go, you are 

healed because you believed.” Uncover your eyes now. After that Bartimaeus 

followed Jesus. 

ASK: • How was Jesus kind to Bartimaeus? 

SAY: Jesus helped Bartimaeus by healing him so he could see. Jesus was kind to 

Bartimaeus. We say Jesus had mercy on Bartimaeus. Let’s see what life would be 

like without kindness and mercy. 

Pour unsweetened Kool-Aid from one of the pitchers, and have the children taste it. 

SAY: That’s awful! What’s wrong with our drink? Yes, it needs sugar. 

Have children dump their drinks back into that pitcher. Set that pitcher aside, and then set the second pitcher in front of them. 

SAY: This time let’s add some sugar. Each time you tell us a way you can be kind to others, you can add a little bit of 

sugar to the Kool-Aid. 



Preschool Activities (continued) 

* Sweet Mercy (continued) 

Have children take turns mentioning ways to be kind. Allow children to pour in a little sugar and stir each time until everyone has 

had a turn and the full amount of sugar has been added to the Kool-Aid. Pour the new drink, and have the children taste it. 

SAY: Mmm, much better! Life with kindness and mercy is so much sweeter! 

* Going to See Jesus 

Help children form pairs. 

SAY: Since Bartimaeus was blind, he couldn’t see Jesus. Other people had to help him get to 

Jesus. I’ll pretend to be Jesus, and I’ll stand at the far end of the room. Your partner is 

going to be blindfolded, and you’ll help your partner go through the obstacle course to 

get to “Jesus.” 

Briefly show children how to go through the obstacle course you set up. Talk about how the 

blindfolded children will need their partners’ help. Then blindfold one child in the first pair, and have 

the pair go through the obstacle course. Encourage the seeing child to carefully help the blindfolded 

partner. Meet the pair at the end of the course, and say something like, “Bartimaeus, be healed!” 

Then remove the blindfold. Hug the children, and send them back to the beginning. Repeat the 

activity until everyone has had a chance to go through the obstacle course blindfolded. 

Mercy Tag 

SAY: Let’s show mercy to others by playing a game of Tag. Someone will be “It.” When “It” tags 

you, say, “Mercy, mercy!” Then “It” will hug you, and the two of you will hold hands and tag someone else. Each 

time someone new gets tagged, that person should say, “Mercy, mercy!” and get hugged by everyone who’s 

already been caught. We’ll keep going until everyone is caught. 

Play the game until everyone has been tagged, hugged, and is holding hands. 

SAY: Let’s give one last big hug and say, “God is merciful.” Good job hugging, everyone!  

 

SAY: Today we talked about God’s mercy and how kind and fair God is. Before we give our offering, take a minute 

to think of ways God has shown mercy to you. Maybe you did something really risky on your bike and God 

kept you from getting hurt. Maybe you were very, very sad and God gave you peace and comfort. As you give 

your offering today, thank God for being merciful toward you. 

Play “His Mercy” (Titus 3:5a) as children give their offerings. (Track 23) 

Share a Prayer 

SAY: God shows mercy to us every day in lots of different ways. Think about how God has shown mercy to you, and 

choose an example that you can tell to a partner. To help get you thinking, I’ll tell you something God’s done 

for me. 

Share something that God has done in your life. 

SAY: Choose one of the people near you to be a partner. You have three minutes to tell each other one thing God 

has done in your life. It can be from today, yesterday, or a long time ago. We’re going to use this activity as a 

chance to pray for each other, too, so listen carefully to what your partner tells you. After your partner has 

finished telling you what God has done in his or her life, finish this sentence prayer: “God, I praise you for 

working in my friend’s life by…” Are you ready to share with your partner? Go. 

Mingle among kids to help those who feel they don’t have anything to share. Remind them that things like staying 



healthy and safe are signs of God’s care of them or that having a warm home and food to eat is a gift from God. 

After three minutes, tell children the time is up. 

SAY: God does so many good things every day! If you want to tell about what God did for you or your partner, raise 

your hand. Make sure it’s OK with your partner that you share his or her story. 

Give kids time to respond. 

SAY: Thanks for sharing those things! 

Closing Prayer 

PRAY: God, we praise you and thank you for being merciful to us and for doing so many good things in our lives. 

God, we mess up every day. But you are merciful to us. You don’t hurt us or laugh at us or punish us meanly 

for our mistakes. Instead, you offer us love, forgiveness, and mercy. You do what’s best for us so we will 

grow into responsible, loving, mature people. Thank you for loving us so much. Thank you for your mercy. 

Amen. 

Encouragement for Leaders 
“But Jesus called the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (Luke 18:16). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  



To God Be the Glory 
Check it out now: to God be the glory.  (Point to others, and then raise one hand high on “God,” and fling both hands 

overhead on “glory.”) 

Check it out now: to God be the glory. 

Check it out now: to God be the glory. 

Check it out now: to God be the glory. 

To God be the glory;  (Raise one hand high on “God,” and fling both hands overhead on “glory.”) 

Great things he has done!  (Make muscles with one arm and then the other.) 

So loved he the world,  (Cross both arms over your heart.) 

That he gave us his Son,  (Sign “Jesus” by pointing your right middle finger to your left palm and then 
pointing your left middle finger to your right palm.) 

Who yielded his life,  (Motion “give” with hands side by side and palms up.) 

An atonement for sin,  (Stretch both arms out to form a cross.) 

And opened the life gate  (Hold both hands together to suggest elevator doors, and then open them.) 

That all may go in.  (Walk through the “door.”) 

 

Check it out now: to God be the glory.  (Point to others, and then raise one hand high on “God,” and fling both hands 
overhead on “glory.”) 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  (Wave your hands overhead from side to side.) 

Let the earth hear his voice!  (Cup your hand behind your ear.) 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  (Wave your hands overhead from side to side.) 

Let the people rejoice!  (Dance around as if you’re celebrating.) 

O come to the Father  (Motion “come” with both hands.) 

Through Jesus, the Son,  (Sign “Jesus.”) 

And give him the glory;  (Motion “give.”) 

Great things he has done!  (Make muscles with one arm and then the other.) 

Check it out now: to God be the glory.  (Point to others, and then raise one hand high on “God,” and fling both hands 
overhead on “glory.”) 

Check it out now: to God be the glory.  (Point to others, and then raise one hand high on “God,” and fling both hands 
overhead on “glory.”) 

To God be the glory;  (Raise one hand high on “God,” and fling both hands overhead on “glory.”) 

Great things he has done!  (Make muscles with one arm and then the other.) 

So loved he the world,  (Cross both arms over your heart.) 

That he gave us his Son,  (Sign “Jesus” by pointing your right middle finger to your left palm and then 
pointing your left middle finger to your right palm.) 

Who yielded his life,  (Motion “give” with hands side by side and palms up.) 

An atonement for sin,  (Stretch both arms out to form a cross.) 

And opened the life gate  (Hold both hands together to suggest elevator doors, and then open them.) 

That all may go in.  (Walk through the “door.”) 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  (Wave your hands overhead from side to side.) 

Let the earth hear his voice!  (Cup your hand behind your ear.) 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  (Wave your hands overhead from side to side.) 

Let the people rejoice!  (Dance around as if you’re celebrating.) 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  (Wave your hands overhead from side to side.) 

Let the earth hear his voice!  (Cup your hand behind your ear.) 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  (Wave your hands overhead from side to side.) 

Let the people rejoice!  (Dance around as if you’re celebrating.) 

O come to the Father  (Motion “come” with both hands.) 



Through Jesus, the Son,  (Sign “Jesus.”) 

O come to the Father  (Motion “come” with both hands.) 

Through Jesus, the Son,  (Sign “Jesus.”) 

O come to the Father  (Motion “come” with both hands.) 

Through Jesus, the Son,  (Sign “Jesus.”) 

And give him the glory;  (Motion “give.”) 

Great things he has done!  (Make muscles with one arm and then the other.) 

Check it out now: to God be the glory.  (Point to others, and then raise one hand high on “God,” and fling both hands 
overhead on “glory.”) 

Check it out now: to God be the glory.  (Point to others, and then raise one hand high on “God,” and fling both hands 
overhead on “glory.”) 

 “To God Be the Glory” by Fanny Jan Crosby and William Howard Doane. 

 

His Mercy (Titus 3:5a)  

He saved us  

Not because of the righteous things we  

have done, 

But because of his mercy. 

Right on! 

(Repeat.) 

He saved us, 

And it’s not because of what we’ve done. 

He saved us 

When the love of God 

Came through his Son. 

He saved us, 

And it’s no reward for what we give. 

He saved us, 

And because of his mercy 

We will live. 

(Repeat from the beginning.) 

“His Mercy” (Titus 3:5a) by Dean-o. © 2005 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. 

  



Miracles Happen Every Day  

Miracles happen when we pray. Alleluia!  (Clasp your hands as if in prayer; then clap to the beat on “alleluia.”) 

Miracles happen every day. Alleluia! (Turn around with your arms spread wide; then clap to the beat on “alleluia.”) 

God is great and powerful. Alleluia! (Make a muscle with your right arm, and then your left arm; then clap to the beat 
on “alleluia.”) 

And he still works miracles. Alleluia! (Lift your hands up; then clap to the beat on “alleluia.”) 

Miracles happen when we pray. Alleluia! (Clasp your hands in prayer; then clap to the beat on “alleluia.”) 

Miracles happen every day. Alleluia! (Turn around with arms spread wide; then clap to the beat on “alleluia.”) 

Let’s praise God, everyone, Alleluia! (Point up; then clap to the beat on “alleluia.”) 

For the miracles he’s done. Alleluia! (Spread your arms wide; then clap to the beat on “alleluia.”) 

Miracles happen when we pray. Alleluia! (Clasp your hands in prayer; then clap to the beat on “alleluia.”) 

Miracles happen every day. Alleluia! (Turn around with arms spread wide; then clap to the beat on “alleluia.”) 

“Miracles Happen Every Day” by Mark Bradford. 
 

Faith (Hebrews 11:1)  
Seems like there’s so much to hope for, (Hold hands over your heart.) 

So many dreams, I wish they all could come true. (Palms together, hold your hands to your cheek as if sleeping. Then 
put your right index finger to your lips and bring it forward and down.) 

When I think about your ways, Lord, (Tap your temples with both your index fingers. Then hold your hands in front of 
you, palms up, as if offering a gift.) 

It gives me so much faith in all that you do. (Hold your palms together in front of you as if praying. Then hold your hands 
out in front, palms up, and spread your arms out to indicate ‘“all.”) 

(Chorus) 

Faith to see beyond what I can see. (Make prayer hands, and then put your right hand to your brow as if looking in 
the distance.) 

Faith to know that you will do great things. (Make prayer hands, and then point your right index finger straight in front of 
you and to the left and slowly sweep it to the right.) 

I will trust you, Lord, I’ll always believe. (Pretend to grasp a rope at your waist and lean back, as if the rope is holding you 
up. Then put your right hand to your forehead, and then clasp your hands in front 
of you.) 

As I hold on to my faith, (Put your hands in front of you, palms up, and pretend to grasp something, and 
then make prayer hands.) 

Jesus, you are holding onto me. (Spread your arms wide and slowly bring them in to hug your chest.) 

(Repeat from beginning.) 

(Repeat chorus.) 

“Faith” (Hebrews 11:1) by Jay Stocker. © 2008 Group Publishing, Inc. All rights reserved. 

  



 

’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus 

’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, (Touch your fingers to your lips on “sweet,” grab with both fists on “trust,” and 
then sign “Jesus” by pointing middle fingers to opposite palms.) 

Just to take him at his word, (Put your palms together, and then open as if they’re a book.) 

Just to rest upon his promise, (Put your fist on your palm.) 

Just to know, “Thus saith the Lord.” (Point to your forehead with your right hand; then sign “Lord” by forming an L with 
your right hand, touching your left shoulder and bringing your hand to your right 
hip.) 

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! (Sign “Jesus” twice; then grab with both fists.) 

How I’ve proved him o’er and o’er! (Roll your hands out.) 

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! (Sign “Jesus” twice and then put your hands on your heart.) 

O for grace to trust him more! (Raise your hands and look up.) 

I’m so glad I learned to trust him, (Touch the corners of your smile.) 

Precious Jesus, Savior, friend. (Put your hands over your heart, sign “Jesus,” and hold your arms out to indicate 
a cross.) 

And I know that he is with me; (Point to your forehead with your right hand; bring your fists together in front.) 

He’ll be with me to the end. (Hold your fists together in front.) 

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! (Sign “Jesus” twice; then grab with both fists.) 

How I’ve proved him o’er and o’er! (Roll your hands out.) 

Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! (Sign “Jesus” twice; then put your hands on your heart.) 

O for grace to trust him more! (Raise your hands and look up.) 

“ ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” by Louisa M. R. Stead 


