
Session 4 

Faithful People Thank God for Jesus 
Luke 2:22-40 

Worship Theme: We can praise God for Jesus. 

Weaving Faith Into Life: Children will praise God for sending his only Son for 
them. 

Session 
Sequence

What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Praise 
God! 

(up to 25 minutes) 

Sing 

• “God So Loved the World” (John 3:16) (track 

11) 

• “Oh, How I Love Jesus” (track 8) 

• “Fairest Lord Jesus” (track 4) 

• “Joy to the World!” (track 3) 

• “King Jesus Is All” (track 14) 

KidsOwn Worship Kit: 

Songs From FaithWeaver 

Classroom Supplies:  

Bible, large sheet of newsprint or 

poster board, marker, novelty item,  

CD player 

Preschool 

Session 
Sequence

What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point! 

(up to 25 minutes) 

Thank You for Jesus 

Act out the story of Anna and Simeon. 

Classroom Supplies: 

Doll, baby blanket, 2 toy birds 

* Waiting 

Wait for candy and talk about how Anna and 

Simeon waited for Jesus. 

Classroom Supplies: 

Candy, watch 

Praise Music 

Make music with their bodies to offer praise 

to Jesus. 
 

 



Elementary 

Session 
Sequence

What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point! 

(up to 25 minutes) 

* Anticipation 

Anticipate a good gift and learn that people in 

Bible times anticipated Jesus’ arrival. 

Classroom Supplies: 

Marker, paper, scissors, envelope, treats 

Anna and Simeon 

Discuss why Anna and Simeon offered praise 

to God because of Jesus. 

Classroom Supplies: 

1 each per 3 or 4 children: Bible, pencil, paper 

* Diamond Poems 

Write  poems of praise. 

Classroom Supplies: 

newsprint, paper, pens, markers 

 

 

Session 
Sequence

What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Pray! 
(up to 10 minutes) 

The Offering  

Offer their gifts, pray for others’ requests, and 

praise God for something he’s done. 

Classroom Supplies: 

Offering bowls, large sheet of newsprint or poster 

board (or chalkboard) 

Quiet Praise 

Sing a song to God. 

KidsOwn Worship Kit: 

Songs From FaithWeaver: “Silent 

Night! Holy Night!” (track 6) 

Classroom Supplies: 

CD player 

Closing Prayer 

Pray the words from Psalm 66:1-5. 
 

* Starred activities can be used successfully with preschool and elementary children together.  

Customize your session to fit your needs. You can separate preschoolers and elementary children for Section 2. 

Or, if you keep all the children together for the entire worship session, we suggest you choose from the starred activities.  



Bible Background for Leaders 

Faithful People Thank God for Jesus 
Luke 2:22-40 

Joseph and Mary’s trip to Jerusalem to have Jesus consecrated was in accordance with the Law as given in Exodus 

13:1. The sacrifice offered was a symbolic remembrance, looking back to the Exodus, when the firstborn of Israel were 

spared as all the Egyptian firstborn were slain. The sacrifice symbolized the “buying back” of the firstborn son, who 

belonged to God. 

Because this ceremony was required for all firstborn sons in Israel, there must have been many babies brought to the 

Temple every day. God’s shepherding of these events is evident, as God brought Simeon to the Temple on this particular 

day to see this particular child to give his thanks and praise to God for what this child would do.  

On this happy day, Simeon foretold several uncomfortable things that Jesus would cause:  

• Through their choices about Jesus, some would fall and some would rise. 

• People would be challenged as Jesus’ life would be a sign, or a warning, against evil lifestyles. 

• The condition of people’s hearts would be revealed. 

• Mary’s heart would be pierced with anguish. 

Despite the happy event, God wanted it known that Jesus would also cause division and pain among the Jews. 

Anna, a prophetess, apparently spent most of her time at the Temple. The Greek text isn’t clear about whether she was 

84 years old or if she had been a widow for 84 years. In either case, since she was married for only seven years, we know 

she had been worshipping devoutly at the Temple for a long, long time. She must have seen thousands of babies being 

brought for consecration during those years. Yet, when Mary and Joseph arrived with Jesus, she knew that this was the 

baby who would save Israel, and she gave thanks to God for him.  

God blessed these two faithful followers, Simeon and Anna, by allowing them to see Jesus in their old age, and they 

responded in grateful praise.  

Devotion for Leaders 

Simeon and Anna were very thankful to see Jesus. How thankful are you that God gave us Jesus? 

Weaving Faith Into Your Life: Being thankful isn’t just something we do for God or others—it’s good for us. 

Thankfulness gives us hope. Thankfulness helps us to remember everything God’s done for us in the past, and to believe 

that God will be there for us—and those we care for and pray for—in the future. Make some time this week to thank God 

for everything he’s done, and just for being God.  

Why We Worship for Leaders 

Of all the blessings we receive from God’s hand, the greatest gift is his Son. “For God so loved the world that he gave 

his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” As we read about Jesus’ 

presentation in the Temple, may we rejoice as Simeon did that our eyes also have seen God’s salvation. And may we 

also give thanks and praise to God for the gift of Jesus as Anna did. Our praise should be a natural response to the 

God who made us, loves us, redeemed us, and blesses us beyond all measure through the gift of his Son.  

Easy Prep for Leaders 

Let’s Praise God!— 

• Write the words of Psalm 100:4 on a large sheet of newsprint or poster board, and tape it to the wall: “Enter 



his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name” (Psalm 100:4). 

• Bring in a small toy or novelty item, such as a toy car. 

Anticipation—Design a coupon that promises one treat after children’s church for the bearer of the coupon. Copy the 

coupon so you have one for each child, and place all the coupons in a large envelope. 

Diamond Poems—Follow the instructions in the activity to create a sample diamond poem. 

Preschool Activities—Refer to the preschool pages for preparations.  

 

When all the children have arrived, welcome them warmly. 

Point to the newsprint with Psalm 100:4 written on it, and read it. 

SAY: “Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his 

name.” Let’s say this verse together. Repeat the verse as a group. 

This verse talks about going to the Temple to praise God. Today we come to church to praise God. 

God wants us to come to church with thanksgiving and praise in our hearts. Let’s think about how 

thanking and praising looks. 

ASK: • How do you feel inside when you thank God and praise him for all the wonderful things he has done? 

(I’m excited to thank God; I feel good knowing that God loves me.) 

SAY: Many times we feel joy and happiness because of all the good things God gives us! Show me with your 

faces how happy people look. Allow a moment for the children to demonstrate happy expressions. Show me 

how happy people walk by taking three steps forward with a happy walk. Allow the children to demonstrate.  

Show me how thankful, praising people say, “Thank you, God.” Allow the children to say the words joyfully. 

Now show me how grouchy, whiny people might look as they come to church. Allow the children to 

demonstrate. Now show me how grouchy, whiny people might walk by taking three steps forward with 

a bad attitude. Let the children slouch and shuffle. How would grouchy, whiny people say, “Thank you, 

God”? Let children mutter and mumble, “Thank you, God.” 

ASK: • How do you think God feels when people thank him with joy? (Happy; loved; he’s joyful, too.) 

• How do you think God feels when grouchy, whiny people mutter or mumble a halfhearted thank-you? 

(Bad; it makes God sad.) 

SAY: Let’s all walk outside the room in an orderly way and line up outside the door to our worship area. We 

will enter the “gates” of our room to worship God as happy, joyful people. Let’s say the verse together 

until everyone has joyfully entered the room. 

Direct the children to quietly file out of the room and line up outside the door. Have an adult volunteer or teenage helper 

go to the back of the line to make sure children stay together and enter in an orderly way. Smile broadly at the children, and 

then lead them into the room with a bouncy, happy walk as you say the verse together. Repeat the verse until all children 

have entered and returned to their places. 

SAY: Now that we’ve happily and joyfully entered our room, let’s stand and sing about God’s greatest gift to 

us—Jesus. Let’s sing with hearts full of praise. 

Sing “God So Loved the World” (John 3:16). (Track 11) 

Lyrics are in the back of this book. 

When the song is over, have the children sit down. 

SAY: Great singing! Our song this morning reminds us that the best gift we ever received didn’t come 

wrapped in a box. God gave us the most wonderful gift when he sent Jesus. Because of Jesus, we can 



go to the almighty God of the universe just as we can go to our moms and dads and best friends. We can 

know how much God loves us. We can know that God is always with us. Because of Jesus, we can be 

sure that we can live with God forever. 

Jesus is a present to the whole world. When anyone gives us a present, it’s only polite to say “Thank 

you.” When God gives us the best present ever, think how much more important it is to express our 

thanks and praise to him. Let’s sing a song that tells Jesus of our love for him. 

Sing “Oh, How I Love Jesus.” (Track 8) 

Lyrics are in the back of this book. 

Show the children the novelty item or toy you brought. 

SAY: When we really look at a gift we’ve been given, sometimes we notice things about it that we didn’t see 

right away. The things we discover can make us appreciate the gift even more. Let’s look at this [name 

of object]. Hold up the item. Then list the features of the item, beginning with the obvious features and working 

toward the “surprise” features. 

When I found out all the things this [name of object] can do, I was even more thankful for it. When we read the 

Bible and discover all the wonderful things Jesus does for us, we’re thankful to God for the marvelous gift 

of his Son. As we learn more and more about the gift God has given, we will respond to him with thanks and 

praise. Let’s sing a song that talks about why Jesus is such a good gift. 

Sing “Fairest Lord Jesus.” (Track 4) 

Lyrics are in the back of this book. 

SAY: That was terrific! Our God is so wonderful! It’s easy to be joyful and thankful when we think about Jesus. 

He is the source of our joy. Let’s sing about God’s gift of joy to the world. 

Sing “Joy to the World!” (Track 3) 

Lyrics are in the back of this book. 

SAY: This Christmas carol tells us that the Lord has come. Jesus is our Lord; that means that he’s the one 

in charge of our lives. The carol also tells us to get ready for our King. Jesus is our Lord and our King. 

Let’s praise him together. 

Sing “King Jesus Is All.” (Track 14) 

Lyrics are in the back of this book. 

PRAY: God, we praise you for the wonderful, marvelous gift of your Son, Jesus. Thank you for loving us so 

much that you sent your perfect Son to make a way for us to know about you and your love. Thank you that 

because of Jesus we can talk to you, ask you for help, and know that you hear and answer us. We give you 

praise because we know that we can live forever with you and because you sent the precious gift of Jesus into 

our world. Amen. 

 

 

Preschool Activities, pages 53-54 
At this time, have the preschool leader invite the preschoolers to go to their own room for this section of activities. 

Tear out the Preschool Activities page, and give it to the preschool leader. Have the preschool leader bring the 
preschoolers back to participate in the prayer time with the older children. If you prefer to keep all the children 
together, do the starred activities. They will work well with both elementary and preschool children.  

 



Elementary Activities  

* Anticipation 

Hold up the envelope of coupons you prepared before the session. 

SAY: I’ve got something special for each of you in this envelope. I’ll pass around the envelope, and you 

may each take out one of the items. While you wait for the envelope to come to you, sit quietly and 

watch the reactions of those who get their special item before you. See if you can guess what the 

item is. Once you’ve received your item, don’t tell the others who are still waiting what it is; we want 

them to be surprised! 

Pass around the envelope, and have each child take out one coupon. Watch the reaction of the children as they 

get their coupons. Build suspense by saying things like “Did you see how Eric grinned? It must be a really special 

treat! What do you suppose it is?” 

Continue until all the children have received their coupons. 

ASK: • What do you think about the treats you’re going to get after children’s church? (I’m excited; it makes 

me happy; I can’t wait!) 

• How did you feel while you were waiting to receive your coupon? (It was hard to wait; I wasn’t sure if I 

was going to like it.) 

• What did you think as you watched others who got their coupons before you? (I wanted to see why 

they were happy; I got more excited.) 

SAY: It wasn’t easy to patiently wait to get your coupon while you watched your friends get excited about 

the treat. We call that kind of waiting “anticipation”—you know something good is going to come, but 

you have to wait for it. The longer you wait, the more excited you get. 

That’s how people felt when they were waiting for Jesus to come. They knew to expect the Messiah, 

and the longer they waited, the more excited they got. 

While I was watching you, I noticed that some people had big smiles when they got their coupons. 

That’s how people felt when Jesus finally came. The people who recognized Jesus immediately gave 

thanks and praise for him. We’re going to look at two of those people who recognized Jesus. 

While we do that, you’ll need to patiently wait for your treat just as these two people patiently waited 

for Jesus. I’ll distribute the treats after children’s church. 

(continued on page 55)  



Preschool Activities 

Session 4 

Faithful People Thank God for Jesus 
Luke 2:22-40 

Worship Theme: We can praise God for Jesus. 

Easy Prep for Leaders: None is needed.  

Using Theo 

Consider using Theophilus today in these ways: 

• Have Theo lead the preschoolers from the main worship area to the preschool room.  

• Have Theo help wait for the candy in the “Waiting” activity. He also can help to make praise music by 

barking. 

• See the KidsOwn Worship Kit for a puppet skit created to tie in to this week’s worship session. 

Thank You for Jesus 

Have the children act out the presentation of Jesus in the Temple. You’ll need a doll to represent 

th e baby Jesus, a baby blanket, two small white birds (paper cutouts or decorative craft birds), 

and a table to represent the Temple altar. 

SAY: Today’s Bible story is about two people who praised and thanked God for Jesus. We’re 

going to act out this story. 

Determine which children will play the “lead” roles. Let “Mary” hold the “baby Jesus,” and let 

“Joseph” hold the two doves. Designate which part of the room will be “the Temple,” and place the 

altar table in that area. 

SAY: As I tell the story, you will act out what is happening. We’ll need Mary and Joseph to take 

the baby Jesus and the two birds and wait outside our Temple area for the very beginning. Simeon will be inside 

the Temple area, standing near the door. Anna also will be in the Temple area, standing a little farther away. Place the 

characters in the appropriate places. The rest of us will be people worshipping at the Temple with Joseph and Mary and 

Simeon and Anna. 

When Jesus was just a little more than a month old, his mother, Mary, and Joseph took him to the Temple along 

with two birds they brought as a gift for God. “Mary” and “Joseph” should bring the doll and the birds to the area you 

have designated as the Temple. 

Now there was a man called Simeon who loved God very much. He knew God had promised to send someone 

special. Simeon had waited a long time. God had promised Simeon that he wouldn’t die before he had seen the 

baby who would be the answer to God’s promise. 

Simeon was in the Temple when Mary and Joseph arrived with the baby Jesus and their gift. Simeon took the baby 

in his arms and looked at him with love and joy. “Simeon” should gently take the doll from “Mary.” 

Simeon praised God saying, “Lord, you are the king of the entire world. I am ready to leave this earth because you have 

kept your promise to me. I have seen the child who will bring all people to you. He will be like a light for all people to see, 

and he will bring glory to your people.” Have “Simeon” hand the doll back to “Mary.” 

Mary and Joseph were amazed by what Simeon had said. “Simeon” should leave “the Temple” area at this time, and 

“Mary” and “Joseph” should walk forward. “Anna” should walk up to meet them. 

There was also an old woman named Anna. Anna spent most of her time at the Temple because she worshipped God 

night and day. As Mary and Joseph brought Jesus into the Temple, she walked up to them and gave thanks to God for 

this baby who was the special one God had promised so very long ago. Let “Anna” take the doll from “Mary,” hold it close to 

herself, and say, “Thank you, God!” Then “Anna” should hand the doll back to “Mary.” 



Preschool Activities (continued) 

Thank You for Jesus (continued) 

Anna talked to everyone she met about the baby who was the answer to God’s promise. “Anna” should walk 

among the “worshippers,” pointing to the “baby” and saying, “This baby is God’s gift!” 

Mary and Joseph left their gift for God at the Temple and went back to their home, where Jesus grew and 

became strong, wise, and blessed of God. “Mary” and “Joseph” should walk to the altar, and “Joseph” should hand 

the birds to the “priest.” Then “Mary,” carrying the doll, and “Joseph” should leave “the Temple.” 

* Waiting 

You’ll need enough candy to give every child a piece. You’ll also need a clock or a watch to time 

one minute.  

Gather the children in a circle. 

SAY: Simeon and Anna had waited years and years and years before they met Mary and 

Joseph and Jesus in the Temple that day. We’re going to do an activity that shows how 

hard waiting for something good can be and how good it feels when we finally get what 

we have been waiting for. I’ve brought a big bag of candy today. Everyone here will get a 

piece of candy. But you’ll have to wait for it. 

Put the candy in the center of the circle, and tell the children that they’ll sit quietly for one full 

minute before they can have the candy. Use a clock or your watch to time one full minute. Then 

call “time,” and pass out the candy. 

ASK: • Why was it hard to wait for the candy? (It was a long time; I wanted it now.) 

• How is this like how Anna and Simeon felt? (They had to wait a long time, too; they were happy when they finally saw 

Jesus.) 

SAY: It’s hard to wait for something we really want. But we only waited a minute for the candy. Anna and Simeon waited 

years—longer than we’ve been alive—to see God’s promise come true in Jesus. 

ASK: • How did you feel when you finally got the candy I had promised? (I was really happy! It was exciting.) 

SAY: Anna and Simeon rejoiced when they saw the promise for which they’d been waiting for so many years. We 

haven’t had to wait for Jesus, but we can rejoice just as Simeon and Anna did because Jesus is God’s promise for 

us, too. 

Praise Music 

SAY: Praise and thanksgiving are happy, joyful things. Sometimes, just as Simeon and Anna did, we praise God with 

our words as we talk about the things God has done. Sometimes we praise God with music by singing praise 

songs as we did earlier today. Sometimes we praise God with music using instruments like pianos, guitars, or 

organs. Right now we’re going to make music using our bodies as instruments. 

How can we use our hands as instruments? We can clap! Let’s clap big, big claps overhead and praise God for 

loving us. Use large arm movements to clap overhead about four times, then signal for children’s attention. 

Let’s use very fast claps to thank God for our parents who love and care for us. Use short, very rapid claps done 

close to the chest. Signal when it’s time to stop. 

How can we use our feet as instruments? Our feet can stamp a rhythm on the floor! Let’s stamp our feet in praise 

to God for our church where we can worship together. Stamp your feet in a quick, simple rhythm. Let the children 

repeat two or three times, then signal for them to stop. 

How can we use our hands and legs together as an instrument? We can slap our legs and clap our hands in praise 

to God for the beautiful world that he made! Model a simple slap-slap-clap-clap rhythm. Let the children repeat it two or 

three times, then signal for them to stop. 

Let’s put them all together as a big praise to God for the wonderful gift of Jesus. Do a clap-clap-slap-slap-stomp-

stomp-clap series. Lead the children in repeating it two or three times. 



(continued from page 52) 

Anna and Simeon 

Have children form discussion groups of three or four. Pair older children with younger children. Make sure each 

group has a Bible, paper, and pencils. 

SAY: People waited for Jesus for hundreds and hundreds of years. They knew from reading the Old 

Testament Scriptures that God had promised to send them a Savior. When he finally came, only a few 

people recognized him. In your groups, look at Luke 2:22-40 to see what happened when the two 

people in this story discovered that Jesus, the Savior, had been born. How did these two people react 

to Jesus? Then on your papers, write a list of all the things they said about Jesus. See if you can 

figure out why Jesus was such a big deal to them. Look up Isaiah 9:2-7 and Isaiah 61:1-4 to find clues. 

Give the children five minutes to read the passages and create their lists. Circulate around the room, offering help 

to those who need it. If you have other adult or teenage helpers, assign them each to one or two groups. 

After five minutes, have children share their discoveries with the rest of the group. 

SAY: Anna and Simeon waited their entire lives for Jesus. They were anticipating the arrival of the Messiah, their 

Savior. When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the Temple, Anna and Simeon recognized Jesus as the 

Messiah. Anna and Simeon immediately praised God and thanked him for fulfilling his promise by sending 

Jesus. Their immediate praise was much like the reaction all of you had when you discovered the treat 

coupons. Right away, they were joyful and full of smiles and praises. Let’s spend some time right now 

praising God for Jesus, who is our Savior, too. 

* Diamond Poems 

Have children form discussion groups of three or four or stay in the discussion groups from “Anna and Simeon.” 

SAY: When Mary and Joseph arrived at the Temple with Jesus, Anna and Simeon knew that Jesus was valuable, 

like a diamond. They could tell he wasn’t an ordinary baby. Jesus was the most special baby ever born. 

SAY: To celebrate that fact, we’re going to praise Jesus by writing diamond poems to him. In your 

discussion groups, come up with a list of 14 reasons to praise Jesus. To make our poems work right, 

make sure your reasons can be condensed to one word. For example, if your reason is that Jesus 

loves everyone, you might shorten that to just the word love. You’ll have two minutes to write your 

lists, and then I’ll show you how to form a poem with them. 

Provide pens and paper. Give the discussion groups two minutes to each form a list of 14 reasons to praise 

Jesus.  

After the children have had two minutes, call their attention back to you. Show children the diamond model you 

prepared before class. 

SAY: A diamond poem is a poem that’s in the shape of a diamond. To begin, write “Jesus” on the sheet of 

newsprint I’ll give you in just a moment. Then work with the others in your group to decide what order 

to put the rest of your words in. You’ll put two words on the second line, three words on the third line, 

four words on the fourth line, three words on the fifth line, and two words on the sixth line. Then on 

the seventh line, you’ll write “Jesus” again. 

Distribute newsprint and markers, and give the children two minutes to create their diamond poems. Then have 

each discussion group read aloud its poem to Jesus and the rest of the group. 

SAY: You’ve all thought of wonderful reasons to praise Jesus. Let’s spend some time in prayer with him 

right now. 



 

Ask the children for prayer requests, and write what they say on a sheet of newsprint or a chalkboard. When the list is 

complete, ask the children to form pairs. Ask them to take turns praying one-sentence prayers for the group’s requests 

and then to close their prayers with each person thanking or praising God for something God is or has done. 

When the pairs have finished, have volunteers pass the offering bowls. Let the children put any offerings they 

may have brought in the bowls, and have the volunteers put the bowls at the front of the room. 

Quiet Praise 

SAY: We have so many reasons to praise God: He made us; he made this world we live in; he gave us 

homes and food and clothes and people who love and care for us. We can come to church and learn 

about God and worship him freely. But most of all, we can praise God for the gift of Jesus. We’re going 

to sing “Silent Night! Holy Night!” to remind us of the night God’s promised present to our world 

arrived, the best gift ever given. As you sing the song, sing it to God. 

Sing “Silent Night! Holy Night!” (Track 6) 

Lyrics are in the back of this book. 

Closing Prayer 

SAY: Listen to these words of praise from the Bible. When you hear the word shout, put your hands to your 

mouth as you would if you were shouting to someone far away. When you hear the word sing, put the 

tips of your fingers to your mouth and then swing your hand away like words coming from a singer’s 

mouth. When you hear the words bows down, bow from the waist as you would bow to someone of 

great honor and importance. Review the signs one more time, then read aloud Psalm 66:1-5. 

SAY: ”Shout with joy to God, all the earth! Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious! Say to God, 

‘How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that your enemies cringe before you. All the 

earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing praise to your name.’ Come and see what 

God has done, how awesome his works in man’s behalf!” 

Take a moment to think of a way you will praise God this week. Will you sing a song of praise to him? 

Will you read a praise psalm as a prayer of praise to God? Will you thank and praise him for a blessing 

he has given you? Will you tell someone else about how wonderful God is? Think of one thing you will 

do this week to praise God, and tell one person next to you what that will be. 

Give the children a moment to think of what they will do and share it with a person next to them. Then give a signal so 

children focus their attention back to you. 

PRAY: God, you are so great and so glorious. You created everything we see. You 

created us. You have blessed our lives with good things: food to eat, homes to 

live in, clothes to wear, people who love us, a wonderful world to learn about, 

and a church where we can worship you and learn about you. All these things 

are reasons to praise and thank you. But you have shown us that the greatest 

reason of all is the gift of Jesus. You sent Jesus to us so we could know how 

much you love us. He is the King of kings and Lord of lords. He is the Son of 

God, and he came so that we might be called your children, too. We give you praise today for Jesus. 

Help us to remember to praise and thank you throughout this week. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

Don’t forget to hand out the treats to all the children at the end of the worship session. 

 



Joy to the World!     
Joy to the world! (Raise your arms in celebration.) 

Joy to the world! 

Joy to the world! 

Joy to the world! 

(Verse) 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come! (Circle your forearms, beginning over your head and circling them down to waist 
level.) 

Let earth receive her King! (Lift your palms higher on each word.) 

Let every heart prepare him room. (Put both hands on your heart and tap them to the beat of the music.) 

And heaven and nature sing, (Move your arms as if you’re conducting music.) 

And heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 

(Repeat verse.) 

Joy to the world! (Raise your arms in celebration.) 

Joy to the world! 

Joy to the world! 

Joy to the world! 

Joy to the world! 

 

 

 

 

Fairest Lord Jesus 

(Verse 1) 

Fairest Lord Jesus, (Flutter your hand around your face; then point up.) 

Ruler of all nature, (Pound your fist in your other palm.) 

O thou of God and man the Son, (Raise one hand up; then lower it.) 

Thee will I cherish,  (Place your hands on your heart.) 

Thee will I honor,  (Place your hands out in service.) 

Thou—my soul’s glory, joy, and crown. (Pretend to put a crown on your head.) 

(Verse 2) 

Beautiful Savior, (Flutter your hand around your face; then point up.) 

Lord of all nations, (Hold up your right thumb and index finger to make an L shape. Move the L 
from your left shoulder to your right hip. Then spread both hands wide.) 

Son of God and Son of Man, (Raise one hand up, and then lower it.) 

Glory and honor, (Raise your hands up a little on “glory” and a little more on “honor.”) 

Praise, adoration, (Raise your hands a little more on “praise” and a little more on “adoration.”) 

Now and forevermore be thine. (Point up.) 

(Repeat verse 1.) 

Thou—my soul’s glory, joy, and crown. (Pretend to put a crown on your head.)



 

Silent Night! Holy Night! 
Silent night! Holy night! (Rock back and forth.) 

All is calm, all is bright. (Put your finger to your lips; then flutter your fingers in a big circle to indicate 
bright light.) 

Round yon virgin mother and child. (Rock your arms as if you’re holding a baby.) 

Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, (Put your finger to your lips.) 

Sleep in heavenly peace. (Cradle your head on your hands.) 

(Repeat.) 

 

 

 

Oh, How I Love Jesus 

Kids will sign “Oh, how I love Jesus” for this song. For “oh,” form an O with your right hand, and move it away from you on 

the beat. For “I,” sign the letter I by making a fist against your chest and holding up your pinkie. For “love,” make fists and 

cross your hands over your chest. For “Jesus” point to each hand as if pointing to the nail holes in Jesus’ hands. 

 

(Chorus) 

Oh, how I love Jesus. (Sign the words.) 

Oh, how I love Jesus. (Sign the words.) 

Oh, how I love Jesus (Sign the words.) 

Because he first loved me. (Raise your right arm and then your left arm.) 

(Verse) 

There is a name I love to hear. (Slowly raise your hands until they’re behind your ears.) 

I love to sing its worth. (Put your hands around your mouth on “sing” and then lift your hands.) 

It sounds like music in my ear— (Put your hands behind your ears.) 

The sweetest name on earth. (Raise your right arm and then your left arm.) 

(Repeat chorus 2 times.) 

 

 

 

God So Loved the World (John 3:16) 

(Verse) 

I believe in God: (Put your hands on your heart; then point up.) 

’Cause what he says is true. (Point up; point to your mouth; then give a thumbs up.) 

I believe that Jesus died (Put your hands to your heart; then sign “Jesus” by pointing your left middle 
finger to your right palm then your right middle finger to your left palm.) 

To save me and save you. (Raise your arms in praise.) 

I believe in God (Put your hands on your heart; then point up.) 



And all that he came to do. (Spread your arms wide; then beckon with one arm.) 

I believe that Jesus died, (Put your hands on your heart; then sign “Jesus.”) 

Because he loved both me and you. (Raise your arms in praise.) 

(Chorus) 

For God so loved the world (Point up; then put your hands on your heart.) 

He gave his one and only Son, (Hold your hands out palms up; then hold up one finger as number one.) 

That whoever believes in him (Put your hands on your heart; then point up.) 

Shall not perish. (Wag your finger as you bow your head.) 

For God so loved the world Point up; then put your hands to your heart.) 

He gave his one and only Son, (Hold your hands out palms up; then hold up one finger.) 

That whoever believes in him (Put your hands to your heart; then point up.) 

Will have eternal life. (Raise your arms in praise.) 

(Repeat from beginning.) 

(Repeat chorus.) 

 

King Jesus Is All 

Yeah, yeah, yeah,  (Turn to the left and walk in a line “follow-the-leader” style.) 

Yeah, yeah, yeah,  

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, 

Yeah, yeah, yeah,  

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. 

King Jesus is all (King Jesus is all), (With your cupped right hand, scoop the air from your shoulder to your waist, 
then cup your left hand and let your right fall into it in front of you.) 

My all in all (my all in all).  (Repeat the cupping motion.) 

And I know that he’ll answer (I know that he’ll answer)  (Point both pointer fingers to your head, then to your mouth, and 
then point forward.) 

Me when I call (me when I call).  (Clasp both hands in front of you.) 

Walking by my side (walking by my side),  (March in place.) 

I’m satisfied (I’m satisfied).  (Hold your right hand above the right side of your head, put your thumb and 
index finger together, and hold your other three fingers out as if holding a piece 
of fruit by the stem.) 

King Jesus is all (King Jesus is all), (With your cupped right hand, scoop the air from your shoulder to your waist, 
then cup your left hand and let your right fall into it in front of you.) 

My all in all (my all in all).  (Repeat the cupping motion.) 

(Repeat from the beginning.) 

Yeah, yeah, yeah,  (Turn to the left and walk in a line “follow-the-leader” style.) 

Yeah, yeah, yeah,  

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, 

Yeah, yeah, yeah,  

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. 

 

 


