
Session 5 

Noah Builds the Ark 
Genesis 6:5-22 

Worship Theme: God is always right. 

Weaving Faith Into Life: Children will commit to following God in specific 

ways. 

Session 
Sequence

What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Praise 
God! 

(up to 25 minutes) 

Sing 

• “I Will Follow God” (Deuteronomy 5:32)  

(track 23) 

• “Your Word in My Heart” (Psalm 119:11)  

(track 10) 

• “Trust in the Lord” (Proverbs 3:5-6) (track 12) 

• “He Leadeth Me” (track 14) 

KidsOwn Worship Kit: 

Songs From FaithWeaver 

Classroom Supplies:  

Bible, CD player, compass, 1 

blindfold per 2 children 

Preschool 

Session 
Sequence

What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point! 

(up to 25 minutes) 

Always Right 

Play a guessing game. 

Classroom Supplies: 

Cotton balls (1 per child) 

* God’s Good Instructions 

Learn that God gave Noah good instructions 

to keep him, his family, and the animals safe. 
 

It’s Time for Rain 

Play a game about Noah and the ark. 

Classroom Supplies: 

Masking tape (large roll) 

 



Elementary 

Session 
Sequence

What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Learn  
the Point! 

(up to 25 minutes) 

Right or Wrong? 

Play a game of listening to directions. 
 

* God’s Instructions 

Watch a video that explains that God gave 

Noah precise and accurate instructions for 

building the ark. 

KidsOwn Worship Kit: 

Lesson Videos DVD: “Noah’s Ark” 

Classroom Supplies: 

TV, DVD player 

* A Winner Every Time 

Compare God’s knowledge to a trick in which 

they’re guaranteed to win every time. 

Classroom Supplies: 

20 pennies 

 

 

Session 
Sequence

What Children Will Do Supplies

Let’s Pray! 
(up to 10 minutes) 

The Offering 

Offer their gifts to God. 

Classroom Supplies: 

Offering bowl 

With My Whole Heart 

Think about how God is right in their lives, 

and sing a song. 

KidsOwn Worship Kit: 

Songs From FaithWeaver: “Love 

the Lord” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 

(track 9) 

Classroom Supplies: 

CD player 

A Single Word 

Call out one-word prayers that are promises 

of one thing they each can do to learn more 

about God. 

 

* Starred activities can be used successfully with preschool and elementary children together. 

Customize your session to fit your needs. You can separate preschoolers and elementary children for Let’s Learn the 

Point! 

Or, if you keep the children all together for the entire worship session, we suggest you choose from the starred activities. 



Bible Background for Leaders 

Noah Builds the Ark 
Genesis 6:5-22 

The sin begun by Adam and Eve, and then continued by Cain and their other offspring, must have multiplied 

even more in the generations that followed. The sin became so great, in fact, that the Bible describes the heart 

of humanity as “evil all the time” and states that God was grieved by what humans had become. 

God’s statement in Genesis 6:7 may seem as if it stemmed from anger or a desire for revenge, but instead it grew 

out of his pain and was a sorrowful acknowledgment that to make things better, most of the earth’s population would 

have to die. The people that God had created had so turned against him that he had to start over with the few who 

remained faithful. 

Fortunately, one righteous man still loved God. The word translated “righteous” in verse 9 indicates that Noah 

sought both to worship and obey God and also to live in fairness with his human neighbors who didn’t share his 

values. Also, the statement that he was blameless indicates a moral purity. Noah was a shining example of 

goodness in a dark world. 

Consider the immensity of the task Noah undertook. The ark was longer than a football field, as wide as a 

basketball court is long, and as tall as a five-story building. There were to be three decks inside and many 

rooms to house all the different animals. All of this was to be built of a particular kind of wood (which we can’t 

identify precisely) in an arid area where wood was not likely plentiful. And Noah had probably never seen more 

water than that in a small stream. 

Obviously no one had ever built a floating zoo of that size. Modern shipbuilding experts have confirmed that 

the dimensions given in the Bible would be ideal to ensure that a large wooden vessel would remain intact and 

upright while adrift in heavy seas. 

This flood was to be one of a kind. The Hebrew word used here was apparently coined specifically to 

describe what happened. It is used only here, in Psalm 29:10, and in Isaiah 54:9. All likely refer to this same 

incident. 

In addition to caring for his family, Noah was given the responsibility of housing and feeding two of every kind 

of animal in the ark (Genesis 6:19, 21). But he didn’t have to go round them up. In an amazing miracle, God led 

all those animals to the ark at just the right time. And the reason there were seven pairs of certain animals was 

so that Noah would have animals to sacrifice in worship without wiping out a species (Genesis 7:2-3). 

We don’t know how often Noah was discouraged. We don’t know if his neighbors ridiculed him, but we 

assume they must have. We don’t know if Noah’s family thought he had lost his mind. But we do know that “he 

did everything just as God commanded him.” And that’s a great example of faithful obedience for all of us.  

Devotion for Leaders 

Jesus obeyed God in every turn and detail of his life. When we look to Jesus and follow his example, we are 

obeying God. What a beautiful way to live! 

Weaving Faith Into Your Life: When has God directed you to do something? How did that make you feel? It 

can sometimes seem scary, but it’s also exciting because God reveals his faithfulness and strength when we 

obey him in the things he asks us to do. Take comfort, knowing that when you obey, God will give everything 

you need to carry out his plans. 



Why We Worship for Leaders 

As Christians, most of us are concerned about God’s will for our lives. And even if we’re fairly sure we know 

God’s plans for us, sometimes we wonder if God really considered all the contingencies when he came up 

with the plan. Consider how Noah must have felt. What if God made it clear that you were supposed to 

build—by hand—a watercraft with approximately 100,000 square feet of space? And what would you think 

when you realized that it would be your job for a year to care for the animals of the world while living with 

them on that watercraft? Fortunately, the Bible makes it very clear that while our human knowledge seems 

vast to us, it is minuscule in comparison to God’s knowledge. In fact, there is nothing God doesn’t know or 

understand. That’s reason for worship. 

Easy Prep for Leaders 

God’s Instructions—Before the worship session, set up a TV and DVD player. Prepare the Lesson Videos 

DVD to show the segment titled “Noah’s Ark.” You’ll want to watch the segment at least once before the 

children arrive. 

Preschool Activities—Refer to the preschool pages for preparations.  

 

Play Songs From FaithWeaver as children arrive. Also ask some children to stand at the door and welcome 

everyone. Ask them to smile and shake hands and say, “Welcome!” 

When everyone has arrived, gather children and begin worship. 

SAY: Hello, everyone! We are here to worship God today because he is always right. God never 

makes a mistake. God will never give us bad advice. 

Saying that God is always right is another way of saying that God is holy. We follow God 

because he is holy. Let’s sing “I Will Follow God.” Lyrics are at the back of this book. 

Sing “I Will Follow God” (Deuteronomy 5:32). (Track 23) 

After the song, have everyone stand. 

ASK: • Have you ever taken advice that turned out to be bad advice? If so, sit down. (Pause.) 

• Have you ever done the wrong thing? If so, stand up. (Pause.) 

• Have you ever missed a word on a spelling test? If so, point your thumbs down. (Pause.) 

• Have you ever been called on in class and you didn’t know the answer? If so, hold out your 

hands and shrug. (Pause.) 

• Have you ever gotten lost? If so, shield your eyes with your hand and look around. (Pause.) 

SAY: These things never happen to God. God is always right. God knows all the answers. God 

knows everything. And he guides us through his Word. Let’s sing “Your Word in My Heart.” 

Sing “Your Word in My Heart” (Psalm 119:11). (Track 10) 

SAY: Because God knows everything and guides us through his Word, there is no one greater than 



God. We’re all wrong from time to time; it’s part of being human. But God is greater than us. 

God is always right, and we can trust him. He won’t tell us the wrong way to go. He won’t give 

us bad advice. We can trust the Bible, his Word. 

Show the children a compass. 

SAY: This is a compass. People use compasses to help them find their way when they’re out in the 

wilderness. A compass has a needle inside a dial. The needle of the compass will always 

point toward north. You can turn the dial any way you want, but the needle points toward 

north. The compass tells me that north is this direction. Point toward north. Pass around the 

compass or show it to the children so they can see how it works. 

Let’s see how good we are at finding north. 

Help the children form pairs. Make sure the younger children are paired with older children. Distribute 

one blindfold to each pair, and help the children blindfold their partners. 

Have the children turn their blindfolded partners around in a circle several times. Then have the 

blindfolded partners try to point toward north. Let them try one or two times; then have the partners switch 

places. After the activity, collect the blindfolds. 

ASK: • Could you figure out which way was north? Why or why not? (No, because I couldn’t see; no, I 

got mixed up when I turned around; yes, I got lucky.) 

• What did this activity teach you about the difference between God’s knowledge and our 

knowledge? (God doesn’t get mixed up; God is always right.) 

• In what ways is God like the compass? (God always points us in the right direction; God stays 

the same all the time; God is always right.) 

SAY: Listen to these questions from the Bible. Think about how you would answer these 

questions. 

Have a volunteer read aloud Isaiah 40:13-14 from an easy-to-understand Bible. 

ASK: • How would you answer these questions that are written in the Bible? (No one; God came up 

with the answers on his own; God already knows.) 

SAY: No one gave God the answers. No one gave God advice. God knows it all. That’s why God’s 

always right. The Bible says to trust God and let him lead us. 

Sing “Trust in the Lord” (Proverbs 3:5-6). (Track 12) 

SAY: One of the ways we learn to trust in the Lord is to learn to hear God’s voice and let him lead 

us. We can trust God to lead us because God is always right. 

ASK: • How does God lead us? (He helps us find the answers; God speaks to us; God sent Jesus to help 

us know how to live.) 

• How can we know what God wants us to do? (We can ask God; we should listen to God; God 

helps us know what to do through the Bible.) 

SAY: Our next song is about following God. It’s an old song, so some of the words are different 

from how we would say them today. This song says “He leadeth me” instead of “He leads 

me.” It also says “ ’tis” instead of “it’s.” You may have heard this at Christmas when we sing, 

“ ’Tis the season to be jolly” instead of “It’s the season.” Instead of saying “ever” in this 

song in two places, the composer wrote “e’er” because it shortens the word and makes it fit 

the music better. 

One part of this songs says, “He leadeth me—oh, blessed thought! Oh, words with heav’nly 



comfort fraught!” 

ASK: • What does blessed mean? (Holy; joyful; something brings comfort.) 

• How can a thought be blessed? (It gives joy; it gives us comfort; it’s a wonderful thought.) 

• What does it mean to be comforted? (To have peace; to know things will be OK; to stop 

worrying.) 

SAY: Perhaps the most different word in this song is fraught. Fraught means filled. So this writer is 

saying that the thought that God leads him fills him with comfort. It takes some work to understand 

songs that were written a long time ago, but it is great to know that the people who lived a long 

time ago were led by God and needed him just as we do today. 

Sing “He Leadeth Me.” (Track 14) 

PRAY: God, we know that you are always right. You never make a mistake. You never get the facts 

wrong. You never guide us to bad things. Help us learn more about you so we can follow 

and worship you more. In Jesus’ name, amen.  

 

Preschool Activities, pages 63-64 
At this time, have the preschool leader invite the preschoolers to go to their own room for this section of 

activities. Give the Preschool Activities page to the preschool leader. Have the preschool leader bring the 
preschoolers back to participate in Let’s Pray! with the older children. If you prefer to keep all the children 
together, do the starred (*) activities. They will work well with both elementary and preschool children.  

Elementary Activities 

Right or Wrong? 
SAY: Let’s explore what it means when we say that God is always right. Choose a volunteer. Have 

the volunteer leave the room while you give instructions to the group. 

Let’s form two groups. One of the groups will represent God. The other group will represent 

normal people. 

Form two groups. Choose one child from the “God” group, and have him or her choose something in the 

room that’ll represent the right thing to do. Have the child hide the item. 

SAY: When our volunteer comes back, we’re all going to shout out advice to him [or her] about how to 

find the right thing to do. Now if you’re in the God group, you’ll call out “cold” when our 

volunteer is far away from the right thing to do, and you’ll call out “hot” when our volunteer is 

getting close. If you’re in the “normal people” group, you can choose to give good advice, but 

you can also choose to give bad advice. Let’s call in our volunteer. 

Bring in the volunteer, and have all the children call out advice. When the volunteer has found the item 

that represents the right thing to do, have the children cheer. 

ASK: the volunteer 

• What happened when you came back into the room? (People were giving me different advice; I 

didn’t know who to follow.) 

• How did you decide what to do? (More people were telling me the right way, so I followed them; I 

just followed what my best friend was saying.) 



ASK: the entire group 

• Which group should our volunteer have listened to? Why? (The “God” group, because they 

were giving the right advice; we can always trust God.) 

(continued on page 65) 

Preschool Activities 

Session 5 

Noah Builds the Ark 
Genesis 6:5-22 

Worship Theme: God is always right. 

Easy Prep for Leaders 
It’s Time for Rain—Use masking tape to create an ark shape on the floor. See the illustration for guidance. 

Using Theo 

Consider using Theophilus the FaithRetriever puppet today in these ways: 

• Have Theo lead the preschoolers from the main worship area to the preschool room.  

• Have Theo help the children guess which hand the cotton ball is in during the “Always Right” activity.  

Theo can also talk about the accommodations on the ark in “God’s Good Instructions.” 

• See the KidsOwn Worship Kit for a puppet skit written for today’s worship session. 

Always Right 

Help the children form pairs. 

SAY: Let’s play a game. I’m going to give you and your partner both a cotton ball. Hold your cotton ball tightly 

in one hand, but don’t let your partner know which hand it’s in. Then have your partner guess which 

hand you’ve hidden the cotton ball in. 

Have the children play the game, taking turns hiding their cotton balls. After they’ve 

played several rounds of the game, retrieve all the cotton balls. 

ASK: • Was it hard to know which hand your partner was hiding the cotton ball in?  

• How did you know which hand to pick? 

• Did you guess correctly all the time? Why or why not? 

SAY: Games like this are fun! It’s fun to guess which hand has the cotton ball and be 

right. God is right all the time. If God played this game, he’d always know the right 

answer. Isn’t that neat? No matter what, God always has the right answer. 

* God’s Good Instructions 

Gather the children around you. 
SAY: One day God told Noah that a terrible storm was coming. It was going to rain very hard. A flood was 

coming. God wanted to keep Noah safe, so he gave Noah some instructions to build a huge, huge boat. 

ASK: • Why do you suppose Noah needed such a big boat? 



SAY: God had a big plan for the big boat. But first, Noah had to build it. It took Noah years and years to build this 

big boat. God knew how long it would take, so he gave Noah plenty of warning before the storm. 

God knew just what kind of materials to use to build the boat, too. God told Noah to use a special kind of 

wood. Noah sawed the wood. Lead the children in making sawing motions. Noah hammered the wood. Lead 

the children in making hammering motions. And the boat got bigger and bigger. 

 

Preschool Activities 

* God’s Good Instructions (continued) 

SAY: Noah followed God’s instructions because Noah knew that God was right. Noah kept sawing. Lead the 

children in making sawing motions. Noah kept hammering. Lead the children in making hammering motions. 

After lots of hard work, the boat was finished. Lead the children in wiping their foreheads and saying “whew.” 

Then God’s plan for the boat began. Animals began coming to the ark. Two of every kind of animal came 

to the boat, and Noah brought them onto the boat. Noah found room for them all. Lead the children in 

marching two fingers in front of their bodies several times to represent all the animals. God wanted to keep all 

the animals safe inside the boat during the storm. 

Soon the rain came. But Noah and the animals were safe and snug in the boat because God knew just 

what to do to keep them safe. God is always right. 

It’s Time for Rain 

Play this game that helps children celebrate the fact that God is always right. 

Choose one volunteer to be the “Rain.” Have everyone else be an “Animal.” Have 

all the Anim als wander around the room, making the sounds of their animals. They 

can’t wander into the ark shape. Have the child who is the Rain stand by your side. 

SAY: God said, “The rain is coming.” 

That’s the Rain’s cue to try to tag the Animals; it’s also the Animals’ cue to hurry 

inside the ark. When all the children have either been tagged or have found shelter 

in the ark, have the children all say, “God is always right. Hooray for God!” 

The first child tagged becomes the Rain in the next round. Play several rounds of 

the game. 

(continued from page 62) 

 

ASK: • How was their advice like the advice we get from God? (They were giving the right advice, just 

like God always gives the right advice; they never changed to give different advice, and neither 

does God.) 

• How about the other group? How was their advice like the advice we get from people? 

(Sometimes people want to take us the wrong way; we can’t always trust the advice of people.) 

• What happens when we listen to God’s advice? (We’ll end up in the right place; our faith and 

trust in God will grow.) 

• How does that make you feel toward God? (It helps me trust him; I feel like he loves me and 

cares about me.) 

SAY: Our worship involves how we feel about who God is and what he does for us. God is always 

right. We can feel [mention some of the feelings the children mentioned] when we follow God’s 



directions because we know that God will always guide us toward things that are good for us. 

Think about how much God must know in order to be always right! Let’s give God a big cheer. 

Have all the children call out, “God is always right! Yea, God!” 

* God’s Instructions 

Watch the Lesson Videos DVD segment titled “Noah’s Ark.” It explains how God’s instructions to Noah were 

accurate for a watercraft of that size. 

ASK: • What did you think about this video clip? (It’s amazing that God guided Noah to build that; Noah 

did a good job trusting God; God knew exactly what Noah needed.) 

• How does it make you feel about God’s knowledge? (I believe God knows everything; God 

knew what was needed to keep people safe during the flood.) 

• What connections can you make from the video to your own life? (God probably knows what 

I need in my life; God knows what’s right for me.) 

SAY: Think about the biggest problem you face in your life. 

ASK: • What do you think God can do about your problem? (He can help me know what to do; he can 

give me peace, even though I’m worried.) 

SAY: Noah found out that God was right about the flood and about how to make a boat to survive 

the flood. Noah trusted in God’s instructions, and he followed them faithfully. That’s a good 

lesson for us, too. It’s always best when we follow God’s instructions. Let’s discover more 

about God’s knowledge. 

* A Winner Every Time 

Place 20 pennies on a table, and gather kids around. Choose a child volunteer to play the following game 

with you. Tell the children that you will win this game every time. The rules are simple: Each player may pick 

up one, two, or three coins per turn. The person who picks up the last coin is the winner. Your opponent 

must go first in order to guarantee your ability to win. The number of coins you pick up depends on the 

number your opponent selects because the total number per turn must be four. If your opponent picks up 

one coin, you must pick up three. If your opponent picks up two, you must pick up two. On your opponent’s 

fifth turn, there will be four pennies remaining. Since three is the maximum number that can be picked up in 

a single move, you will win. 

When the children have either figured it out or come perilously close to frustration, explain the technique 

to them. 

SAY: As long as my opponent goes first and as long as we are each limited to only one, two, or three 

coins, I will always win this game. 

ASK: • How was being the leader in this game like how God is our leader? (God always wins; God 

knows how things will turn out, even when we don’t.) 

• In your life every day, what does it mean to realize that God is always right? (I should always 

ask God for advice; I shouldn’t disobey God; following God is always the right choice.) 

• How does the fact that God is always right affect how you think about God? how you 

worship God? (I realize how powerful and amazing God is; it makes me want to worship him more; 

I want to praise God for knowing everything.) 

SAY: In the trick I showed you, I was always right. I knew the secret that makes this trick work, but God 

is always right because he’s God. We have questions about what to do, but God doesn’t. He’s 

always right. God always knows what to do. God always knows what’s best for us. Let’s worship 



God with our prayers and offerings. 

 

SAY: Today we talked about how Noah built the ark. After the flood, when Noah came out of the 

ark, he made an offering to God. Offerings are a way to worship God and to thank God. Noah 

had much to be thankful for. Noah survived a terrible flood because God was right in telling 

Noah how to build the ark. We have much to be thankful for. When we give our offerings to 

God, we’re thanking him. Before you give your offering today, think of one good thing that’s 

happened because you followed God’s instructions. Thank God for that good thing when you 

place your offering in the bowl. 

Take the offering. 

With My Whole Heart 
SAY: Noah followed some pretty unusual instructions when he built the ark. The Bible tells us how 

Noah responded to God’s instructions. The Bible says, “Noah did everything just as God 

commanded him.” We know, just as Noah knew, that following God’s instructions is the best 

thing we can do. That’s because God is always right. God’s instructions bring us life and bring 

us closer to God, which is the best place for us to be. The song “Love the Lord” is a prayer that 

talks about loving God with our hearts, minds, and lives, just as Noah did. Think of a way you 

can acknowledge in your own life that God is always right and commit to loving God 

completely. (Pause.) Now let’s sing “Love the Lord” to God. 

Sing “Love the Lord” (Deuteronomy 6:4-9). (Track 9) 

Lyrics are at the back of this book. 

A Single Word 
SAY: When we praise and worship God with our whole heart, we’re growing closer to him. God 

wants to be our close friend. He sent his Son, Jesus, for that reason. When we’re friends with 

Jesus, he takes our sins away so we can grow closer to God. Think about a way you can 

grow closer to God this week. For example, maybe you’d like to read your Bible more so you 

can learn more about the God who’s always right and obey him more. Your word might be 

read or Bible. On the count of three, we’ll all call out our words to God. Ready? Here we go! 

One, two, three. 

Have the kids call out their words. 

PRAY: Lord God, you are wise, you know everything, and you are always right. We need your 

wisdom and your knowledge, and we need you to guide us to the right actions and 

decisions. We worship you because you are our God. We worship you because you’re 

always right. Guide us every day just as you guided Noah. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 


