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Dear Friends,
I am writing this with fingers crossed, but I really do think Spring is here to
stay. It is hard to imagine that we could still get any kind of rough winter
weather. And yet, I know some of you could look back and remember some
pretty cold Easter mornings!
Speaking of Easter morning, let me invite you to the sunrise service at 6:00
AM held in the pavilion around the back of the church. We sing and are reminded that the first ones
to the tomb – the women – on that first Easter Sunday received a very special blessing, indeed. So,
whether the Sunrise Service is part of your tradition or this might be the first year you have ever
tried it, I invite you to join us. There is also a light breakfast served by some of the men of the
church immediately after the service in the Family Life Center.
Of course, there will be wonderful services at both 8:45 and 11:00 on Easter. The music will be
especially good that day. Let me ask – WHO are you inviting to come join you for worship this
Easter? There are invitation cards at the church if that would help you invite someone. I hope you
won’t let this special time of the year pass by without inviting those friends or neighbors you have
been planning to invite. Easter is a fantastic time to make that invitation.
This year, like every Easter, we have the most fantastic news in the world to share. Some will listen;
some won’t. That’s OK. It is our job to tell. We are called to take the message of Jesus Christ to all.
That includes the persons on your street. It means the co-worker who is looking for a place to
worship. It even means the person next to you who doesn’t seem the least bit interested in things
spiritual. This might the year that they decide to investigate this “Christian” thing. Be sure to help
them open that door.
I love the Spring season for so many reasons. Warmer temperatures, flowers, longer days are all
part of it. But most of all, I love the Spring because that is when Easter comes around. The truth of
the resurrection gets to bloom again and we GET to share it.
Pam and I received a flower bouquet the other day from a friend. In it were several lilies that had
not even begun to open up. As you know, I recently lost a dear aunt and Pam and I made a quick
trip up to Michigan to be part of her funeral. It was a very special time of celebrating a godly
woman’s legacy and influence on so many people’s lives.
When we returned and walked into the kitchen one of the first things we noticed was the lilies in
that flower bouquet opening up into beautiful bloom. The beauty of those flowers reminded us of
the beautiful message of the resurrection. The grave may appear to be closed, but there is incredible
beauty and power waiting to emerge at just the right time. Someone you know needs to hear that
message.
I look forward to celebrating the truth and the
power of Easter with you.
Your friend,
Pastor David

Contact numbers for Pastor David & Pam
David’s cell 270-791-4967
Pam’s cell 270-799-1083

Christ United Methodist Church Exists to:
Connect Persons to God and to One Another (Worship/Fellowship)
Help Meet Needs (Service/Every Member a Minister)
Reach Out to Share Jesus Christ (Evangelism)
Instruct in Christian Growth (Discipleship)
Send Persons in Ministry (Missions)
Transform the Community of Bowling Green
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Children’s Ministry
Easter Egg Hunt

Palm Sunday

Parents, please note that the children will be processing
with palms at both the 8:45 and 11:00 services on Palm
This year’s Easter Egg Hunt has been scheduled for Sunday.
Wednesday April 12th at 6pm. Weather permitting
rd
we will be holding the hunt on the large field outside Kids RULE, our Wednesday evening program for 3 ,
4th and 5th graders will meet for 3 more sessions in
the Family Life Center.
Each child is asked to bring their Easter Basket and April (4/5, 4/19 and 4/26) before taking a break for the
12 filled eggs. Your child is welcome to invite summer.
friends to join them.
All member of our church family are welcome to join Safety Note: Parents, please pick up your children in
2
us for what is a short but very happy event! the YCC following Sunday School, ROCK and WD .
The children are asked to remain in the YCC. For their
safety, we do not want them to meet you at another

VBS 2017

Sunday, June 4 –
Thursday June 8, 2017.

Volunteer sign-ups are now taking place. If you
can help with the event, please pick up a Volunteer
sheet from the YCC Bulletin Board, the main
Church Office or Patty’s office. A virtual army of
volunteers will be needed. Consider being a part of
what is the “happiest week of the year” here at
CUMC

location within or outside of the church.

The Learning Tree/
Parents Day Out
The Learning Tree/Parents Day Out has had another
very successful year! The program ran at full capacity
for this year and is quickly filling up for the 2017-18
school year. If you have considered enrolling your
child for next year, we would recommend that you not
delay! Church members do receive a discount on the
cost. Please see Angie Gordon for details.

Spotlight on Right Now Media
Have you ever used Right Now Media? This is a great and FREE resource for you sponsored by our church.
This website has thousands of videos suitable for all ages. There are conference sessions, Bible study series,
and Bible study helps. They cover all sorts of topics on Christian life: gospel living, marriage, parenting,
holiness, finances, leadership training, etc. For families, there are videos from popular series like Veggie
Tales, Seeds Family Worship, What’s in the Bible, and all sorts of other episodes, as well as animated Bible
videos and a series of 5-minute family devotionals. If you don’t have an account, we’d love to get you set up!
Just send melissa@christumcbg.org an email and I’ll get you started with your free account.
Each month I’ll be sharing a suggestion for a video. For our first Right Now video of the month, I’ve chosen
“The Gospel-Shaped Life” by Tim Keller. Tim Keller and his writings have been a major impact on me over
the past few years and the principals found within this video have helped shape my understanding of Christian
life. This is a bit longer at 45 minutes – it might take you a few sittings – but the content is worth the time!
Watch here: https://www.rightnow.org/Training/Post/View/160923
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From Pastor Michael
One of the simplest proclamations that the church makes is the call and response that is made during the Easter
season and particularly on Easter Day. The leader stands before the congregation and simply proclaims,
“Christ is risen!” The congregation then responds, “Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!” I love the beauty and
simplicity of Easter. On Easter we simply celebrate the good news that Christ is risen from the grave and that
because Christ has risen we have hope! I pray that this year you make it a priority that you would be in
worship on Easter. Come and experience the goodness and power of God. As a very close second priority, I
pray that you are able to invite others into this same simple celebration this year. We will worship this Easter
at 6:00 am, 8:45 am and 11:00 am. I hope to see you then.
With Easter just around the corner I also want you to know about a number changes to our normal
programming due to upcoming spring breaks and Holy Week celebrations:
April 02 - no youth spring break
April 05 - No WD2 (Spring Break)
April 12 - No WD2 (Holy Week)
April 16 - No Youth (Easter)
I also want to take just a moment to tell you about two things that I am very excited about. First, we will be
extending our WD2 for youth through the end of May. We had originally planned to end, with the rest of the
groups, at the end of April but this would have left a full month of school for our students during which they
would not have had the support of their small groups. As such we are testing the waters this year to see what it
would be like for us to extend the youth’s WD2. We will continue to meet each Wednesday at 5:30 pm for a
meal followed by an hour of small group discipleship.
Secondly, this summer our juniors and seniors in High School will be partnering with the Western Kentucky
University Wesley Foundation and the Kentucky Annual Conference Ministries with Young People on a
Honduras Mission trip. Three of our oldest students (Megan, Shelby, and Teaghen) will be travelling with myself, other students and leaders from across our conference, and Bishop Fairly to Honduras June 23rd through
July 1st. This is an amazing opportunity to share the love of Christ with others and for our students to
experience what life is like for so many people outside of our community. As you might imagine, though, this
trip won’t be cheap. These three older youth have all been outstanding leaders in our ministry and I hope that
you will prayerfully consider supporting them as they begin to raise funds to be able to fund this ministry
opportunity. Expect to see them soon in your Sunday School Classes!
I pray that God blesses you as seek his face here at the end of this Lenten Season and as you celebrate His
resurrection and victory over death and sin this Easter.

Grace and Peace,

Pastor Michael Romans

T he V i s i to r

Greeters

OUR STEWARDSHIP
AND ATTENDANCE
MARCH 2017

Servants for April
8:45 Service
Connie Pittman & Elaine Lewis

Budget for the Year
Needed per Week
Received
Mar 5
Mar 12
Mar 19
Mar 26

$593,363
$11,411

Budget to Date
Received to Date

$ 148,343
$ 119,507

Building Fund Loan Balance
Received March 2017

$ 96,501
$
920

$14,432
$ 7,960
$ 4,719
$ 9,736

STEWARDSHIP OF ATTENDANCE
Mar 5
Mar 12
Mar 19
Mar 26

8:45
140
119
127
117

S.S.
10:00
180
142
180
149
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11:00
100
102
82
105

If you are interested in electronic giving, log on to
our website at
www.christumcbg.org
to find a link to set up your account.

11:00 Service
Linda & Allison Cook
Bobby & Darlene Conrad
Buford Smith
Communion Servers
8:45 Service
Connie Pittman & Pam Coe
Mike & Linda Holian
11:00 Service
Linda & Allison Cook
Bobby & Darlene Conrad
Building Lockup
Bobby Conrad

Landscape
Brigade

Have you ever been on a team that never has
meetings? Have you ever been on a team that lets
you do pretty much anything you want? Have you
ever been on a team that lets you enjoy the beautiful
outdoors once a month? Well, I have the team for
you!!! The Landscape Brigade is getting ready to
start for the 2017 season and we need your
help. I'm serious about the "no meetings"; we
provide all the information you need via
e-mail. And if you don't "do" e-mail, I'll call
you. You will only have activity 1 week out of the
month (or less) and guess what? -- You get to pick
the day! You will be teamed with another person
to make sure you don't get over worked. Please
give a thought to helping our team keep the facility
looking beautiful and welcoming outside to new
visitors and others looking for a church
home. Contact Carolyn Marks at 270-843-1328,
270-799-4693 or e-mail at kmarks2@yahoo.com
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April Birthdays

Ken Robbins

4/1

McKenna Wood

4/3

Charlotte Powell

4/3

Rick Douglas

4/4

Darlene Conrad

4/4

Karen Garden

4/7

Ruth Stewart

4/10

Diane Bryson

4/14

Sharon Anspach

4/15

Tammy Thompson

4/20

Doug Booth

4/20

Bobby Berry

4/20

Susan Cox Harmon

4/23

Jonas Romans

4/24

Destiny Holloway

4/27

Willow Romans

4/29

If you would like your birthday listed in
The Visitor, please call the church office

UMW

8am Saturday,
April 8
Help is needed to
spruce up the church
before Easter.
Lots of jobs are
available.

U.M. Adult Fellowship

Tour of Old Friends Equine Retirement Center April 21, 2017,
10:15 am On April 21, Adult Fellowship will tour the Old
Friends Equine Retirement Center at Kentucky Downs in
Franklin, Kentucky (cost $5 cash). Meet at the church at 10:15
am. We will visit the beautiful animals in their paddocks and
even feed them carrots. A short walk on uneven surfaces (grass
and gravel) will be necessary. After the tour we will have
lunch at the Kentucky Downs restaurant. Please sign-up in the
Connection area by April 16, Easter. (Ron & Carol Wilson
event coordinators 270-303-1962)

Page 6

V o l um e 15 Is s ue 4

H.O.T.E.L, I.N.C.

M.E.A.L.S., Inc.
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed
me...” Matthew 25:35
Thanks to all the CUMC volunteers who came out to
serve with the M.E.A.L.S. ministry on March 4th. We
provided food to 314 of our friends in the neighborhood
who do not have enough to eat. This was the highest
number of people that the program had ever provided for.
On Saturday, June 3rd, our church will once again have
the opportunity to help those in need. Please consider
joining with us then as we help those in need of food. If
you have any questions or would like to volunteer for this
ministry, please call Helen Terry @ (270) 991-9075 or
(270) 745-0943

2017 M.E.A.L.S., Inc. Date
June 3rd
September 2nd
December 2nd

Charlie Bryson & family on the death of his two
brothers,
Bill & Fred Bryson
Janeth Nunez on the death of her
brother, Jose Cruz

Memorial
CONTRIBUTIONS

In Memory of Muriel Charles
Edythe Sanders

Thank you to everyone who donated to the
American Cancer Society! Your donation is
very much appreciated and will help assist
many people fighting this battle. Relay for
Life will be held at Bowling Green High
School on June 2nd. Gates Open at 5 PM,
Opening Ceremony at 7 PM, Luminaria
Ceremony at 10 PM and Closing at 2 AM.
Please feel free to join us anytime throughout
the evening. Everyone is welcome!
Thanks, Darlene Conrad
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Message from Melissa
Note from Melissa
It is hard to believe that I am already marking the end of my second month at Christ Church. Román and I
continue to settle in and are working hard to learn all sorts of names: of people, of church rooms, of streets,
of neighborhoods, etc. It is comforting and amazing in the midst of that to know that God knows each of our
names and needs: if we belong to Christ, Isaiah 49:16 says that he has even engraved our names on his
hands!
I hope by now you have seen the stained glass prayer window overlooking the prayer garden. I have loved
watching the prayer requests grow on that window. There are opportunities to participate any day at the
church during work hours, on Wednesday evenings, Sunday mornings, and any other time you might see me
around the church. I helped my daughter Luciana fill two slips out and that has been a great reminder for her
of her Lenten prayer. I encourage you to join us in filling out a slip or two every time you stop by the church!
We started this special prayer project together as part of our Lenten prayer meetings. Thus far in our
meetings we have prayed using the stained glass window slips, with guided prayer for self, church, and
community, in silence, and using a hymn text. These gatherings have been small but very special, and there
is still one left on April 4 at 12:10 when we will reflect on some of the stations of the cross. It would be great
to see you there.
As I mentioned last month, I would love to get together and chat with all sorts of people from the church.
I am particularly seeking:
People who attend 2nd service who particularly care about that particular service, its music, and the
engagement of its congregation for a contemporary worship advisory group
People who are passionate about seeing people grow in their Christian walk for a discipleship advisory
group
People who would like to get together for lunch or coffee (or a playground playdate) to chat about our
church in general – what you love, what you feel is missing, what you dream for it, etc.
Contact me at melissa@christumcbg.org or stop by my office anytime!

CHURCH STAFF

716 Cave Mill Road
Bowling Green, KY 42104
842-4343 & 842-8762
Church Fax: 842-6776
Office hours: 8:00-2:00

Our E-Mail Address:
Info@ChristUMCbg.org
Our Web Page:
www.christumcbg.org

Dr. David Grout ............................................... Pastor
Rev. Michael Romans………..……Associate Pastor
Melissa Bull ...... Minister of Contemporary Worship
and Discipleship
Worship Services Patty Wintuska ......................... Children’s Director
Kelli Truelove .................... Assistant Youth Director
Sunday Worship ~ 8:45
Eric Doades ....................................... Choir Director
a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School ~ 10:00 Jeanie Orr .................................................... Organist
Bonnie Hanes .... Administrative Assistant/Treasurer
a.m.
Nursery provided for all April Taylor ................................Nursery Supervisor
Sunday Services
Shan Winquist ........................................ Lay Leader
Youth Activities ~ Sunday Angie Gordon …………… Minister of Visitation &
at 5:30 p.m.
Congregational Care /Director of The Learning Tree
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. Roman Di Gaetano, ...................... Interim Custodian
Lorenzo Hall, Jr. .......................................... Security

