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Dear Friends,
We have come through a season emphasizing Thankfulness. Now we are
entering a season stressing hopes and dreams. We have focused on all the
blessings God has done for us. Now we are celebrating that God came to be
with us.
This is the beginning of the Christian year as we once again wonder as we
wander through this time we call Advent. There are Wise Men making their way across the desert
following the leading of a star. They don’t know what all is awaiting them, but they are committed
to finding out. I hope we too would be committed even if we still – after all these centuries – don’t
understand all the implications of Emmanuel – God With Us.
If you could wish for one thing for Christmas, what would it be? Who would benefit the most from
your wish? Would the circle you run in be better if your wish came true? Would Christ Church be
stronger?
I know it is easy to get lost in the activities and material temptations of the Christmas season, but I
hope we will all stay focused on Jesus. I am not talking just about keeping Christ in CHRISTmas.
We don’t have to protect or guard Jesus. I am much more concerned about whether the cashier sees
a reflection of Jesus in me than if I hear him or her say “Merry Christmas” to me when I check out.
So… about that wish? What if I told you there really wasn’t a limit to what you could wish for?
Would that change the scope or the audacity of your wishing? Let me ask it this way – What would
you be willing to do for God if you had no reason to fear? What risk would you be willing to take?
Where would you be willing to go? As I said earlier, this season is about hopes and dreams.
I believe that if we are willing, God will show us and lead us into dreams that are far beyond all we
have ever hoped for in the past. I get excited when I think about all the things God may be planning
for Christ Church in this new Christian year. I have to admit, I can easily give into being afraid.
What if we mess up? What if we fail? What if people think we are crazy? What if no one comes
with us?
There are Wise Men making their way across a desert. They aren’t sure what’s around the next turn
on their journey, but they are committed to following that star. I am excited to be on this journey we
call the ministry of Christ Church with each one of you. Who knows what is around the next turn? I
am convinced it isn’t important that we know all that lies ahead. We just need to keep our eyes on
the ONE who is leading us and waiting for us around the next turn. Those Wise Men didn’t know
who they would find. We do know. Emmanuel!
Your friend,
Pastor David

Contact numbers for Pastor David & Pam
David’s cell 270-791-4967
Pam’s cell 270-799-1083

Christ United Methodist Church Exists to:
Connect Persons to God and to One Another (Worship/Fellowship)
Help Meet Needs (Service/Every Member a Minister)
Reach Out to Share Jesus Christ (Evangelism)
Instruct in Christian Growth (Discipleship)
Send Persons in Ministry (Missions)
Transform the Community of Bowling Green
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Children’s Ministry
Back to the Beach (VBS Reprise) has been scheduled for Tuesday, December 27th and
Wednesday, December 28th. Please join us as we host the 2nd year of a NEW tradition at
Christ Church. We will go Back to the Beach and enjoy, once again, some of our favorite music, songs and crafts from Surf Shack, this past summer’s VBS. The program will run for 2
days from 9:30 a.m. until 12:00 noon. Please let Patty know how you can help! Note: Space
is limited. Pre-registration is required. Sign-up sheets for both children attending the
program and volunteers are posted on the children’s bulletin board in the YCC.
Tell Me the Story of Christmas (this year’s Children’s Christmas Play) will be
performed on Sunday, December 4th @ 6pm in the Sanctuary. Mark your calendars! A reception will be held in the Family Life Center immediately following the performance. Please
join us if you are able for what is always a highlight of the Christmas season.
A Christmas Mitten Tree has been set up in the YCC. We will again decorate our tree with
newly purchased hats and mittens your children bring in to donate to children in need. The
hats and mittens will be sent to the Foundry and Hotel for distribution. Thank you, for being
part of this program!

Welcome New Members

Welcome to our newest
members:
Emily Romans along
with husband Michael
and children Jonas &
Willow
Tim & Janice Shaw
Robert Hudgell
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Youth

On 12/11/2016 we will have the Opryland Hotel Scavenger Hunt. We will leave the church at 3:30 pm and return at 9 pm.
Students will need to bring enough money for supper (food court at the Oprymills Mall or a fast food restaurant) and any
snacks/items they want.
It would be tremendously helpful to me if you signed up for this in advance so that I can appropriately plan transportation.
Please contact Pastor Michael to register.

Contact Kelli for details

T he V i s i to r
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OUR STEWARDSHIP
AND ATTENDANCE
DECEMBER 2016

Servants for December
Greeters

Budget for the Year
Needed per Week
Received
Nov 6
Nov 13
Nov 20
Nov 27

$570,011
$10,962

Budget to Date
Received to Date

$ 526,163
$ 508,133

Building Fund Loan Balance
Received November 2016
Received 2016

$122,325
$2,185
$50,383

$14,731
$ 9,255
$ 6,637
$ 7,738

STEWARDSHIP OF ATTENDANCE
Nov 6
Nov 13
Nov 20
Nov 27

8:45
157
137
199
161

S.S.
10:00
167
161
138
161

11:00
120
105
United Service
101

If you are interested in electronic giving, log on to
our website at
www.christumcbg.org
to find a link to set up your account.

Memorial
CONTRIBUTIONS

In Memory of Margaret Taylor
Sharon Pfeiffer
Kevin & Kelly Williams

In Memory of Rev. Earl Cogan
Ken & Stephanie Robbins

8:45 Service
Phyllis O’Keefe
11:00 Service
Hal & Cathy Rogers
Jeff & Richea Norden
Communion Servers
8:45 Service
Kelley & Laura Orr
Steve & Judi Kavanaugh
11:00 Service
Hal & Cathy Rogers
Jeff & Richea Norden
Building Lockup
Hal Rogers

Prison Fellowship Angel Tree
Thank you all for your participation in the angel tree!
You are amazing people! You are buying gifts for
approximately 55 children—110 gifts
Please remember ALL gifts need to be back to the
church on or before December 4!
Be sure to look in the FLC on that morning. It’s an
amazing sight to see all the gifts getting ready to go
to the children.
Pam Grout 270-799-1083

Holiday Remembrance Service
Hosparus Barren River invites you and your family
to a Holiday Remembrance Service on Sunday, Dec.
4 at St James Untied Methodist Church.
Guests are invited to arrive at 1:30pm to put together
a keepsake ornament. Please bring a photo of your
loved one that can be trimmed into a three inch circle
for the ornament.
The service starts at 2:30 pm. Light refreshments
will be served. Casual attire.
Reservations are requested. Contact LuCelia Blair at
270-782-7258 or luceliablair@hosparus.org
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December Birthdays

Bill Buckman
Richard Garden
Eleni Jane Pierce
Kathy Alexander
Elizabeth Holian Heller
Charmaine Brown
Beth Brooks
Sarah Brooks
Pam Grout
Linda Lohmann
Kevin York
Linda Booth
Jenny Lou Pierce
April Taylor
Sibby Middleton
Robert Conrad
Sandra Moss
Jake Norden
Jo Byrd
Tabitha Conrad
Holly Jones
Merry Hardin
Kemble Johnson
Mea Taylor
Michael Grout
Betsy Kullman
Tyler Wood
Kory Twyman
Mike Holian
Allison Wicker

12/1
12/1
12/4
12/5
12/6
12/6
12/7
12/7
12/9
12/11
12/14
12/14
12/14
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/19
12/19
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/28
12/29
12/30

If you would like your birthday listed in
The Visitor, please call the church office

UMW

United Methodist
Adult Fellowship
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Mission Minute
From Jennifer Taylor & Judi Kavanaugh

Christian sympathy to the family of
Troy Guthrie
Mary Guthrie, wife
Vera Guthrie, mother

H.O.T.E.L, I.N.C

Throughout this year in each monthly newsletter we featured
different local and global organizations for which you could volunteer or to which you could give. I hope you were able to be a servant and missionary in some way in these or other organizations.
As you finish 2016 and go into 2017, I hope you will resolve to
continue to gather up extra things to give to those in need, extra
money to fund worthy projects, and extra time to labor for the
Lord. Whether or not you had a chance to be part of an registered organization, you have the opportunity to touch others
every day. Invite someone to lunch, smile at a stranger, assist
someone with carrying or picking up something, pray for others,
send encouraging notes, etc.
"There are many of us that are willing to do great things for the
Lord, but few of us are willing to do little things." -D.L. Moody
"I used to ask God to help me. Then I asked if I might help
him. I ended up by asking Him to do His work through me." Hudson Taylor

M.E.A.L.S., Inc.
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me...”
Matthew 25:35
This month we celebrate the joy of Jesus’ birth during this
wonderful season of Advent and have the opportunity to
make a difference in the lives of 304 people who do not
have enough to eat. Please prayerfully consider working
with M.E.A.L.S, Inc. on Saturday, December 10th. We
need help with cooking, packing, and delivering a hot meal
and a bag of other food products. A sign-up sheet is available in the Connection Area. Additionally, M.E.A.L.S.,
Inc. is providing a Christmas Dinner Box for each of our
families. This box will provide fixings for a traditional
Christmas dinner and a couple of other simple meals for the
holiday season. CUMC is responsible for providing a
sleeve of crackers for each box. At this time, we still need
25 more boxes of crackers. A collection box is located in
the Vestibule and the Welcome Center. If you have any
questions about either of these projects, please call Helen
Terry @ (270) 991-9075 or (270) 745-0943.

2016 M.E.A.L.S., Inc. Date
December 10th
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Miracle Offering

During the Christmas season we are giving you an
opportunity to give to the Center for Courageous Kids in
Scottsville, KY that will enable kids with serious illnesses
enjoy a week at camp.
Containers will be placed around the church until January 1.
Help make a miracle for a child!
For more information go to
www.courageouskids.org

November & December Birthdays

CHURCH STAFF

716 Cave Mill Road
Bowling Green, KY 42104
842-4343 & 842-8762
Church Fax: 842-6776
Office hours: 8:00-2:00

Our E-Mail Address:
Info@ChristUMCbg.org
Our Web Page:
www.christumcbg.org

Dr. David Grout ............................................... Pastor
Rev. Michael Romans………..……Associate Pastor
Patty Wintuska ......................... Children’s Director
Worship Services Kelli Truelove.................... Assistant Youth Director
Eric Doades ....................................... Choir Director
Sunday Worship ~ 8:45
Jeanie Orr .................................................... Organist
a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Bonnie
Hanes .... Administrative Assistant/Treasurer
Sunday School ~ 10:00
April Taylor ................................Nursery Supervisor
a.m.
Nursery provided for all Shan Winquist ........................................ Lay Leader
Sunday Services
Angie Gordon …………… Minister of Visitation &
Youth Activities ~ Sunday Congregational Care /Director of The Learning Tree
at 5:30 p.m.
Chase Stewart ............................................Custodian
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. Lorenzo Hall, Jr. .......................................... Security

