
T h e  V i s i t o r  

Christ United Methodist Church Exists to: 
  Connect Persons to God and to One Another (Worship/Fellowship) 

  Help Meet Needs (Service/Every Member a Minister) 

  Reach Out to Share Jesus Christ (Evangelism) 

  Instruct in Christian Growth (Discipleship) 

  Send Persons in Ministry (Missions) 

  Transform the Community of Bowling Green 

Newsletter Date 
October 2018 

Attendance/Stewardship     4 
 

Birthdays       7 
 

Children’s Ministry      2 
 

UMW News       6 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

October 1-5 
Fall Break Week 

No WD2 
6pm Care Giver’s Group 

 

October 3 
9am –noon  UMW 

 

October 4 
6pm Nominations Committee 

 

October 7 
World Communion Sunday 

5:30pm Speed Chatting 
 

October 9 
8:15am UMAF to Children’s 

Home, Owensboro 
 

October 13 
8am Fall Work Day 

 

October 14 
Noon Youth to Jackson’s Orchard 

5:30pm Women’s Bible Study  
 

October 11 
6pm Trustees 

 

October 15 
6pm Finance Committee 

7pm Church Council 
 

October 31 
No WD2  Halloween 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Love’s Notes 
HOW TO READ THE BIBLE LIKE JOHN WESLEY 

 
In the preface to his book of sermons Wesley shares his devotion to the Bible. He also 
shares how he approaches Scripture, which, it turns out, is a pretty good method that 
we can use. John Wesley writes: 
“I want to know one thing, —the way to heaven; how to land safe on that happy shore. 
God himself has condescended to teach the way: For this very end he came from 
heaven. He hath written it down in a book. O give me that book! At any price, give me 
the book of God! I have it: Here is knowledge enough for me. Let me be homo        
unius libri. [A man of one book.] Here then I am, far from the busy ways of men. I sit 
down alone: Only God is here. In his presence I open, I read his book; for this end, to 
find the way to heaven. Is there a doubt concerning the meaning of what I read? Does 
anything appear dark or intricate? I lift up my heart to the Father of Lights: — “Lord, is it 
not thy word, ‘If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God?’ Thou ‘givest liberally, and 
upbraidest not.’ Thou hast said, ‘If any be willing to do thy will, he shall know.’ I am   
willing to do, let me know, thy will.” I then search after and consider parallel passages 
of Scripture, “comparing spiritual things with spiritual.” I meditate thereon with all the 
attention and earnestness of which my mind is capable. If any doubt still remains, I 
consult those who are experienced in the things of God; and then the writings whereby, 
being dead, they yet speak. And what I thus learn, that I teach.” 
 

WESLEY SAT WITH GOD. Notice how Wesley finds a place away from the hustle and 
bustle of life so he can spend time with God alone.  

 

HE PRAYED.  Wesley prayed that God would give him wisdom.  He asked God to  
reveal the meaning.  

 

HE SEARCHED SCRIPTURE. Wesley would allow Scripture to help interpret        
Scripture. He would look to other passages that might shed light on the passage he 
was attempting to understand.  

 

HE MEDITATED.  Wesley meditated on God’s word.  He would focus his attention so 
that God might give him insight and wisdom.   

 

HE CONSULTED OTHERS.  If he was still having difficulty with the passage, he would 
consult others who were more experienced in the things and ways of God. We know 
God best when we are in community. 
 

HE CONSULTED OTHER WRITERS.  History has left us spiritual masters and church 
fathers. We can still learn from them. As Wesley says, “being dead, they yet speak.”   

 

HE TAUGHT WHAT HE LEARNED.  We have been led to believe that learning is the 
end of our path. Wesley reminds us, learning is just the beginning. We learn so we can 
teach.   
 

John Wesley shares a solid path for prayerful time in God’s word. May your life open 

up to the possibilities of the God who loves us as you spend prayerful time in his word. 

Contact information for 
Pastor Todd 

Cell phone number      
270-634-4342 

Email  
Todd@christumcbg.org 



Children’s Ministries 
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        Children’s Christmas Play Information and Schedule: 
 

WD
2 
 will not be meeting on Wednesday, October 3rd, due to Fall Break.   

When WD
2
 resumes on Wednesday, October 10

th
 and Wednesday, October 17

th
, we will 

begin introducing the children to the songs for this year’s Christmas play.  Following a   
couple of songs, the children (3 year olds – 5

th
 grade) will be directed to their normal WD

2
 

activities. 
 

The normally scheduled Wednesday evening activities for children will be replaced by 
Christmas Play Practices, beginning Wednesday, October 24.   Angie Gordon has, once 
again, agreed to direct this annual special event. 
If your child/children will be a part of this year’s Christmas play, please make every effort 
to be a part of our Wednesday evening rehearsals, beginning 10/24/2018.  Any questions 
should be directed to Angie.                                 
Our children will be performing their Christmas Play on Sunday, December 9

th
.  Please 

make every effort to have your child/children be a part of one of our Christmas traditions! 
 

Back to VBS has been scheduled.  Please join us as we host a winter break mini VBS.  
On Tuesday, December 18

th
 and Wednesday, December 19

th 
we will go back and 

revisit  Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus where we can enjoy, once again, some 
of our favorite music, songs and crafts from this past summer’s VBS.  The program 
will run for 2 mornings from 9:30 a.m. until 12:00 noon.  Please let Patty know how 
you can help! 

Holding this event the week PRIOR to Christmas makes it perfect timing for families to 
finish their last minute Christmas preparations while their children are busy! 

 

Our annual Advent/Christmas Workshop for children ages 3 year through 2
nd

 grade has 
been scheduled for Friday, November 16

th
.  We will meet from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm.  We 

will learn about the Christian traditions of the season, read Christmas stories and craft 
some Christmas treasures!  Pizza will be served.  Parents are welcome, but not required, 
to stay. 
 

 ROCK (Reaching Out to Christ’s Kids) is our Sunday program for  children ages 3 years 
through 2

nd
 grade.  We meet each week during the 11:00 a.m. worship service. A typical 

Sunday includes singing, a Bible story, a puppet skit, a snack and a craft. 
 

Christ Church’s Nursery provides a safe and loving place to grow.  The nursery is    

available during both worship services on Sunday morning and during the Sunday School 

hour for the benefit of children under the age of 3.  On Wednesday evenings, the nursery 

is open for the children of parents who are participating in WD
2
 classes.  If you have   

questions, please see Patty Wintuska, April Taylor or Angie Gordon.  
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November 12-19 is National Collection Week for Operation       Christmas 
Child.  Christ Church will serve again as the Warren County  Drop-off Loca-
tion for shoebox gifts  
Operation Christmas Child is a project of the international relief     organi-
zation, Samaritan’s Purse.  You may be familiar with this    ministry in 
which a donor fills a shoebox with small gifts for a child.  The mission of 
Operation Christmas Child is to provide local partners around the world 
with shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies 
as a means of reaching out to children in their own communities with the 
Good News of Jesus Christ in their own language.   These simple gifts are 

shipped internationally to children affected by war, poverty, natural disaster, famine and disease; 
and to children living on Native American reservations in the U.S.              A $9 donation is needed 
for each box.  This covers the cost of shipping the box as well as the cost of the gospel materials 
which are included in each box.  
 

You can be a part of this ministry by packing a shoebox gift or gifts.  Visit the display table at our 
church or the website https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/ 
for information and ideas.  You can use any shoebox, cardboard or plastic.  Preprinted “GO boxes” 
are available at no charge here at our church.  Pre-printed plastic boxes and larger-sized cardboard 
boxes can be ordered online.    
 You can also be a part of this ministry by volunteering to serve during National Collection Week as 
we receive shoeboxes from all over Warren County.  Sign-up sheets will be out in October.  Our 
drop-off hours are: 
 

  Monday, November 12  2pm-6pm 
  Tuesday, November 13  3pm-5pm 
  Wednesday, November 14 8am-noon 
  Thursday, November 15  3pm-7pm 
  Friday, November 16  3pm-7pm 
  Saturday, November 17  10am-noon 
  Sunday, November 18  noon-5pm 
  Monday, November 19  8am-noon 
 

Please pray for this ministry.  It opens our doors to people from all over Warren County who will be 

bringing in their shoebox gifts.  Please pray for these donors.  Many of them have church homes, 

some may not.  Pray God’s blessing on each of them.  Please pray for each child who will receive a 

shoebox gift.  May they feel God’s love through the generosity of the person who sent their box.   

Please pray for all who are involved in this ministry here at Christ Church.   

Operation Christmas Child 

United Methodist Adult Fellowship 

October Adult Fellowship 
 

What: Visit Methodist Children’s Home in Owensboro 
 Lunch at Moonlite Restaurant 

When Tuesday, October 9 
Meet 8:15 @ Church    8:30  Depart 

Tour 10:00am (approx.) 
Eat 11:00am (approx.) 

 
Contact Woody & Becky Harrell with questions. 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/


O U R  S T E W A R D S H I P  
A N D  A T T E N D A N C E  

J U N E  2 0 1 8  

Servants for July 
   
 
 
 
 
Budget for the Year $573,255 
   Needed per Week $11,024 
Received 
Sept. 2 $12,546 
Sept 9 11,480 
Sept 16 8,860 
Sept 23  7,341 
  
Budget to Date $418,912 
Received to Date 387,043 
Building Fund Loan Balance $103,671 
                         Received September $1,135 

 
Stewardship of Attendance 

  S.S. 
  8:45 10:00 11:00 
Sept 2   161   164     70 
Sept 9   142   144     71 
Sept 16   146   120     77 
Sept 23   146   189   101 
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Memorial  

CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

If you would like to make donations to the church thru  
e-giving. Click on the following link to go directly to our e
-giving site.  You can set up one time or recurring  
contributions and designate to  either the general fund or  
building fund.  https://giving.ncsservices.org/g3/ Contact 
Bonnie Hanes, treasurer with questions. 

8:45 Service 
Greeters   

Ray & Mary Rose 
Communion Servers   

Roland & Lynda Mulcahy 
Ed & Marie Yager 

 
11:00 Service 

Greeters & Communion Servers 
Stephen, Susan, Kayla & 

Kathryn Harmon 
Building Lockup 
Stephen Harmon 

Servants for October OUR STEWARDSHIP 
AND ATTENDANCE 

September 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of Lida Smith 
 

Building Fund 
 

 Bill &Joyce Buckman 
 

Youth 
 

Richard & Sandy Kirtley 
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Fall Work Day 

For the Women  

 

The Trustees have scheduled our fall all church work day for Saturday, October 13. We will 
start at 8:00 AM and hope to finish by around noon. There will be tasks inside and outside. 
We will be changing light bulbs, cleaning pews in the Sanctuary, trimming shrubs at the    
rental house next door, changing furnace filters, etc. Please plan to come and help, even if 
you can’t be there the whole morning, come when you can and leave when you need. 
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Pastor Appreciation 
 

Thessalonians 5:12-13 says:  
“and now friends, we ask you to  honor those leaders, who work so hard for you,  

who have been given the responsibility of urging and guiding you along in your obedience. 
 
 
 

OVERWHELM THEM WITH APPRECIATION AND LOVE! 
 

Celebrated annually on the second Sunday in October is a nonofficial holiday called Pastor Appreciation 
Day.  Sometimes called Clergy Appreciation Day, this holiday occurs during Pastor Appreciation Month and 
celebrates the contributions of the ministerial staff. 
 
This holiday began in 1992 as a way to encourage congregations to show their appreciation, love and     
support for their ministers.  This affirmation can provide new life and energy for ministers who may be     
dealing with burnout, disillusionment, frustration, isolation, or stress.  Because ministers are often “on call” 
around the clock, special recognition for the work they do is more than called for. 
 
At Christ United Methodist, Pastor Appreciation Month is a great opportunity for individuals and the church 
as a whole, to show our love and appreciation.  Using tangible “thank you” ideas to express gratitude is a 
special way to honor our ministerial staff and thank their devoted family members.  In the month of October 
we ask each of you to participate during this celebration.  Here are some suggestions to use during pastor 
appreciation month. 
 
 1.  Dedicate time to pray for our ministerial staff each week. 
 
 2.  Shower our ministers with gift cards to their favorite restaurants, coffee shops or theaters 
 
 3.  Deliver dinner to your ministers’ homes 
 
 4.  Find out your ministers’ favorite type of music and buy them a CD or iTunes gift card 
 
 5.  Find out your ministers’ favorite beverage (cokes, teas, etc.) and stock them up. 
 
 6.  Invite your ministers and their spouses to dinner or a night out. 
 
 7.  A handwritten note expressing your personal gratitude for being a meaningful part of your life. 
 
 8.  Take a tray of special treats or flowers to their home. 
 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our entire staff at Christ United Methodist Church. 
 
 
 
         Staff/Parish Relations Committee 
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UMW 

It’s that time of year again!  The UMW is gearing up for the Christmas Bazaar 
on November 10 in the Family Life Center. The Bazaar features vendors of 
home-made crafts, breakfast and lunch, and Grandma’s Attic.   
This year, the UMW will have its own craft booth. Church members have   
donated knitted scarves, birdhouses and home-made necklaces for sale.  If 
you make crafts, we ask you to consider donating them to the UMW for sale 
in their booth OR you can sell the items and donate a portion of the proceeds 

to the UMW. You may bring the items to the church for storage now. 
We also ask that you start collecting items for Grandma’s Attic.  We accept gently used household 
items, books, linens, decorations…but not clothing. Fall cleaning is around the corner, so go 
through those attics, closets and cabinets and gather items for Grandma’s Attic. Come out and 
Christmas shop with us on November 10

th
 from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. All proceeds for our major annual 

fundraiser go to support missions—locally, domestically and internationally.  We thank you in     
advance for your participation. 



 October Birthdays  

 
please call the church office. 
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Carol Ann Gilbert     10/1 

Laura Orr      10/1 

Isabella Orr      10/1 

Mildred Davis     10/2 

Ann Mefford     10/3 

Robert Welch     10/3 

Lindsey Spicer     10/4 

Vera Guthrie     10/5 

Pat Gilpin      10/7 

Teaghen Wilkerson     10/9 

Cathy Rogers   10/11 

Don Gaddie    10/11 

Jim Anspach    10/11 

Paulette Wells   10/12 

Preston Withers   10/12 

Taryn Conrad   10/17 

Howard Stuart   10/19 

Lindsey Withers   10/20 

Kelli Truelove   10/20 

Bonny Laflin   10/23 

Aidan Berry    10/23 

Joe Taylor    10/24 

Jennifer Taylor   10/25 

Shirley Lowe   10/25 

Amy Smith    10/28 

Matthew Berry   10/30 

 

 

M.E.A.L.S., Inc. 

 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty 

and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed 

me...”  Matthew 25:35 
 

 Christmas is fast approaching.  Once again this year, 

M.E.A.L.S., Inc. will be providing a Christmas Food Box 

for each family served by this wonderful food ministry.  

One of the many joyous traditions that most of our     

families observe is to join with our families and friends 

and enjoy a traditional Christmas meal together.          

Unfortunately, those we serve with this food program 

cannot afford to purchase a ham or turkey and the food 

items that are usually served at the Christmas meal.  The 

food box M.E.A.L.S., Inc. provides will contain these 

items as well as a few others, which will allow our        

recipients to have another small meal and a few snacks 

over the     holidays.  The M.E.A.L.S., Inc. organization 

will purchase a ham or turkey, along with fresh fruit and 

candies for the box.  Each church that serves with 

M.E.A.L.S., Inc. will provide the other food items.  This 

year CUMC will be responsible for providing 225 Stove 

Top Stuffing (6   ounces size box) for the Christmas     

boxes.  It can be the Stove Top brand or any generic 

brand.  Generic brands are available at Wal-Mart for $1/

box and even less at some other stores.   

Beginning this Sunday, September 30
th
, a “Stuffing Box” 

will be available in the Vestibule and Welcome Center for 

you to leave your food gift(s) in.  As in years past, we 

thank you for your loving hearts and giving spirit as our 

church helps to give our neighbors an opportunity to    

enjoy a wonderful Christmas meal.  If you have any 

questions or need additional information, please call  

Helen Terry @ (270) 991-9075 or (270) 745-0943. 

 

2018 M.E.A.L.S., Inc. Date 

December 1
st

 

M.E.A.L.S., Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Sympathy to the family of 

Lida Smith 

 

Husband, Buford 

Son & daughter in law, Jim & Amy 

Grandchildren 

Brennen & Mallory  



 

 

    CHURCH STAFF 
 

Dr. Todd Love ................................................. Pastor 

Melissa Bull ..... Minister of Music and Discipleship 

 Patty Wintuska .........................   Children’s Director 

Kelli Truelove ...................................... Youth Pastor 

Zach Richards ....................... Assistant Youth Pastor 

 Jeanie Orr .................................................... Organist 

Bonnie Hanes .... Administrative Assistant/Treasurer 

April Taylor ................................ Nursery Supervisor 

Shan Winquist ......................................... Lay Leader 

Angie Gordon …………… Minister of Visitation & 

Congregational Care /Director of The Learning Tree  

 Lorenzo Hall, Jr. .......................................... Security 

Worship Services 
 

Sunday Worship ~ 8:45 

a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

Sunday School ~ 10:00 

a.m. 

Nursery provided for all 

Sunday Services 

Youth Activities ~ Sunday 

at 5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 

716 Cave Mill Road 

Bowling Green, KY 42104 

842-4343 & 842-8762 

Church Fax: 842-6776 

Office hours: 8:00-2:00 

Our E-Mail Address: 

Info@ChristUMCbg.org 

 

 Our Web Page: 

www.christumcbg.org 

 


