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As I write those first two words, my heart is filled with many
emotions. I have used that phrase to open every single one of the
letters I have written for The Visitor over the past nearly twelve
years. Those were true expressions of my thoughts towards all of
you each and every time. Today they just land a little closer to
home.

UPCOMING EVENTS

May 2
9:00 UMW Prayer Shawl
10a UMW Meeting
11:30a UMW Luncheon
May 6
5:30p Men’s Group
May 13
Mother’s Day
May 17
6p Learning Tree Graduation
6p Trustees
May 19
7am-1p
Yard Sale for Honduras
Mission Trip
May 20
Pentecost
5:30p Men’s Group
May 21
6p Finance
7p Church Council
May 22
Primary Election
May 28
Memorial Day

As hopefully all of you know by now, Pam and I will be appointed to the Florence United
Methodist Church beginning the second half of June. June 17, will be our final Sunday at
Christ Church. This is the result of the work of the Bishop and his cabinet of District
Superintendents as they oversee the ministry needs of the entire Kentucky Annual
Conference.
Several have asked if we are excited about this decision or if this was something we
were hoping for. The quick answer is “Yes” and “No.” After visiting with the Staff Parish
Relations Committee at Florence and getting some pictures in our heads of the church
and the area around the church and the new home where we will live, we are starting to
get excited at the new opportunities. But, when it comes to hoping for this to happen, no,
that was never part of our thinking, planning or hoping.
So, why are we moving? It boils down to a covenant relationship Pam and I established
with the United Methodist Church when I was ordained back on June 14, 1987. At that
moment I surrendered myself to live under the authority of my Bishop, whoever he/she
might be at any given time in my ministerial career. I can honestly say, I do not regret
that moment of surrender at my ordination, at all. There is a great sense of freedom that
comes with being a person who lives under authority.
There are some very sad and hard moments as well. This is one of them. As we have
told many people, every time we have been sent to a new appointment we have left
through tears. And yet, every time we have been able to look back and see how God
had great blessings in store for us. The greatest of those blessings has been the
wonderful friends we have made in each of our churches. After twelve years here at
Christ Church, that last statement is more true than ever.
Thank you, Christ Church, for opening your hearts and lives to our family in so many
loving and generous ways. Our son, Michael will always consider Bowling Green his
home. Your love has shaped us to be more like Jesus, and we are very thankful.
With all that said, let me invite us to have a great couple of months together. So many
good things are just around the corner. End of school – graduations – Vacation Bible
School – Youth Mission Camp to name a few. There will be tears for sure, but I am looking forward to many great laughs and hugs and making memories still ahead. It is our joy
to be in ministry with each of you.
Contact numbers for Pastor David & Pam
David’s cell 270-791-4967
Your friend,
Pam’s cell 270-799-1083
Pastor David
Christ United Methodist Church Exists to:
Connect Persons to God and to One Another (Worship/Fellowship)
Help Meet Needs (Service/Every Member a Minister)
Reach Out to Share Jesus Christ (Evangelism)
Instruct in Christian Growth (Discipleship)
Send Persons in Ministry (Missions)
Transform the Community of Bowling Green
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CUMC New Minister, Todd Love and his wife, Marilynn
How excited Marilynn and I are about being appointed to
Christ United Methodist Church. As your district
superintendent in recent years, I have observed the strong
witness and active community involvement of the Christ
church congregation. We are looking forward to being
directly involved on a daily basis with the ministries and outreach of the church.
Allow me to tell you a bit about our family. Marilynn and I
will soon celebrate our 43rd anniversary. We truly have
been a team down through these years of ministry in the
former Louisville Conference and now the Kentucky
Conference.
I started serving under appointment 44 years ago in a
student appointment while I attended Kentucky Wesleyan
College. I served student appointments all through my
college and seminary years
My first full-time appointment was as Associate Pastor at Beuchel UMC in Louisville. Since then
I have served the following appointments: Mt. Union / Pleasant Hill (Allen Co.); Vice President
for Student Development Services and Assistant to the President for Church Relations at Lindsey
Wilson College; Greensburg UMC; Jeffersontown UMC; Madisonville District Superintendent; Sr.
Pastor at Settle Memorial UMC; and Columbia and South Central District Superintendent.
Marilynn graduated from Brescia University with a degree in Speech Pathology and earned a
master’s degree in that field from Western Kentucky University. She has worked in school systems as a speech therapist and as Preschool Consultant for the Daviess County School System.
Currently, she works part-time for the First Steps Program as a speech therapist.
We have three sons. Jordan, our oldest (center in the above picture), lives in Owensboro and is
the father of our only grandchild (so far!). His daughter is twelve years old and her name is
Ryan. Adam, our middle son (on the right), is single and lives in Fayetteville, GA. Our youngest
son is Alex (on the left). He and his wife, Ashley, live in Alvaton here in Warren County.
Marilynn and I are very much looking forward to becoming a part of the Christ Church family and
anticipate years of fruitful service together with you for God’s Kingdom.

Loucon Family Retreat
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Children’s Ministry
VBS 2018 will be held from Sunday, June 17 –

The Learning Tree is full for next year.
If you have considered enrolling your
child for next year, we would recommend
that you not delay in talking to Angie
Gordon and request being placed on a
waiting list.

A Safe Sanctuary Workshop will be held at CUMC on
Sunday, May 6th. Carol Weddle, a professor at Lindsey
Wilson College, will be leading the session, which begins
at 2:00 pm. Any Adult who will be working with our Youth
programs, our children’s activities or the Sunday School
programs is encouraged to attend. Please let Patty know
if we can add you to the list of attendees.

Thursday June 21, 2018.
Volunteer sign-ups are now taking place. If you can
help with the event, please pick up a Volunteer sheet
from the YCC Bulletin Board, the main Church Office
or Patty’s office. A virtual army of volunteers will be
needed.
Consider being a part of what is the “happiest week
of the year” here at CUMC!
Volunteer opportunities include: Greeters to
welcome children and their families as they arrive.
Kitchen workers to assist with food
preparation, serving and clean up each night. Group
leaders who escort each age group from one activity
station to the next, assisting as needed during the
different activities.

VBS Wish List The kitchen wish for VBS will
be posted on the front of the desk located at the
entry to the YCC in early May. Your help in
procuring needed items for this weeklong event is
deeply appreciated. We are also in need of 100
empty CLUB SODA bottles with TOPS (1 LITER
SIZE) for a science experiment! Empty bottles may
be left in Patty’s office. Thank you!

CAMP LOUCON offers a variety of excellent summer
programs for children and youth. A listing of scheduled
camps for this summer is posted on the bulletin board
outside the YCC kitchen. More information is available
on their website www.loucon.org

From Melissa
We had an excellent weekend at Loucon for our first-ever Family Retreat. We enjoyed worship, family-style devotionals, folk-dancing, paddleboats and canoes, hiking, dinner over a fire, a hay ride, S’Mores, and many, many rounds of
Gaga ball and playing in the dirt. We had a wonderful time developing relationships between our families and building
our faith as family units. We are planning another weekend away in October, and hope that many more will join us!
COMING UP
Ready or not, our first Cave Mill Cookout Meeting will be on May 15 at 6:30. Please join us if you are interested in
shaping this year’s event!
On May 27, we will be having an outdoor bring-your-own-cookout Memorial Day Weekend party! Bring your grillready picnic dinner and some neighbors and enjoy music by our band. We are hoping God will bless us with good
weather!
Sneak peak for June: Sunday June 3, 5:00-7:00pm: Young Families Potluck Dinner at the Party Place – parents
can chat while kids play! Celebrate the end of school!
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Servants for May

OUR STEW ARDSHIP
AND ATTENDANCE
APRIL 2018
Budget for the Year
Needed per Week
Received
Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 15
Apr 22
,
Budget to Date
Received to Date
Building Fund Loan Balance
Received April

Apr 1
Apr 8
Apr 15
Apr 22
Apr 29

$573,255
$11,024
$13,540
11,957
15,646
6,579
$176,384
158,911
$107,644
$755

Stewardship of Attendance
S.S.
8:45
10:00
11:00
178
141
119
159
158
63
141
148
104
157
137
76

If you would like to make donations to the church
through e-giving. Click on the following link to go directly
to our e-giving site. You can set up one time or recurring contributions and designate to either the general
fund or building fund. https://giving.ncsservices.org/g3/
Contact Bonnie Hanes, treasurer with questions.

8:45 Service
Greeters
Ray & Mary Rose
Communion Servers
Dean Meadows
Scott, Julie & Connor Burklow
11:00 Service
Greeters & Communion Servers
Jim, Amy,
Brennen & Mallory Smith
Building Lockup
Jim Smith

Memorial Contributions

In Memory ofMildred Cundiff
Memorial Fund
Don & Deloris Gaddie
Kenneth & Norma Harbin

In Memory of B.J Booth
Memorial Fund
Don & Deloris Gaddie
Tom & Nancy Babik

In Memory of Audra Simpson
Memorial Fund
Steve & Nancy Speakman
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From Michael
Emily and I have been asked a number of times over the last few days, “how do you feel about your
upcoming changes?” What a good question. The simplest answer is that I have a mixture of emotions and feelings about my appointment being moved from being at both the Wesley and Christ
Church to being just at the Wesley. Transition, in my experience is always hard and in some ways I
am deeply saddened. In the two years that I have been here, I have grown to love the youth and
students of this church very deeply. Even after more than a decade in ministry, I am still surprised
by how much and how quickly you come to love the people that you serve. I will miss being a part
of their lives and getting to celebrate their victories and growth in Christ. We have a truly amazing
group of young people in this church and they give me a good deal of hope for the future. It’s hard
to express the sadness I have around leaving that part of my appointment.
On the other hand, I am also very excited. God has been doing amazing things at the WKU Wesley
and I am blown away and honored to have been a part of the revitalization of that ministry. In the
last two years I have had the privilege of being in a front row seat as God has brought about some
amazing life change in young people at WKU. It would be a lie for me to say I am not excited to be
given an opportunity to devote myself more to that work and to see God bring about more and
greater things at WKU. So as I said, our feelings are mixed and complex right now. We love you all
and this church; we are saddened to be leaving this ministry but we are also excited for what God
will do through our ministry at WKU. Further still, we believe that God has a great plan for the student ministry here and are excited to still be close enough to get to be able to see what God does
here in the coming years.

April & May Birthdays

Yard Sale for Missions
Saturday, May 19
Family Life Center
7am—1 pm

Pastor David & Pastor Michael and others
are going to Honduras in June. Please
bring your items to the church after May
13th. All items, including clothing & shoes
are accepted.Contact Pam Grout 270-7991083 (txt or phone) with questions or to
help.email pamr.grout@gmail.com
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May Birthdays

United Methodist Women
May 2
Prayer Shawl Ministry—9am

Blaise Tylicki
Talitha Winquist Richards
Nikki Moore
Chloe Welch
Vicky Meister
Ron Hendrick
Megan Withers
Lizzie Brand
Tom Lohmann
Donna Mize
Isaak Truelove
Aaron Buckman
David Bragg
Tim Tidwell
Taylor Conrad Carter
Alice Jones
Dave Wintuska
Ricky Wood
Elizabeth Stewart
Mason Gordon
Elaine Lewis
Charlie Bryson
Barbara Hendrick
Mallory Smith

5/3
5/3
5/4
5/8
5/8
5/10
5/11
5/12
5/12
5/13
5/14
5/15
5/16
5/20
5/20
5/22
5/25
5/25
5/28
5/28
5/30
5/30
5/31
5/31

If you would like your birthday listed in
The Visitor, please call the church office.

Meeting 10am
Lunch hostesses-Cindy Skaggs
& Tammy Davis

UMAF
Adult Fellowship will be visiting Christian Family Radio
(WCVK) located at 1407 Scottsville Road on Thursday,
May 10th. We will leave the church parking lot at 9:15.
After the tour, we will meet for lunch at Corner Bakery,
1951 Scottsville Road.
Christian Family Radio’s Mission is showcasing God’s
glory through your story with life changing media and their
Vision is Communities thriving in God’s presence.
We look forward to you joining us for this tour. Please
sign up in the Connection area by Sunday, May 6th.
Bruce and Diane Allen (901-568-2029 or 901-581-5490)
are event coordinators.

M.E.A.L.S., Inc.
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed
me...”
Matthew 25:35
Please mark your calendars and consider serving with
us as CUMC continues to help those who do not have
enough to eat
If you would like to become involved with M.E.A.L.S.,
Inc. or have any questions, please call Helen Terry @
(270) 991-9075 or (270) 745-0943. Our church is
scheduled to work the following Saturdays
.
June 2
September 1
December 1

CHURCH STAFF

716 Cave Mill Road
Bowling Green, KY 42104
842-4343 & 842-8762
Church Fax: 842-6776
Office hours: 8:00-2:00
Monday thru Thursday

Our E-Mail Address:
Info@ChristUMCbg.org
Our Web Page:
www.christumcbg.org

Dr. David Grout ............................................... Pastor
Rev. Michael Romans Associate Pastor/Youth Pastor
Melissa Bull ...... Minister of Music and Discipleship
Patty Wintuska ......................... Children’s Director
Worship Services Kelli Truelove.................... Assistant Youth Director
Jeanie Orr .................................................... Organist
Sunday Worship ~ 8:45
Bonnie Hanes .... Administrative Assistant/Treasurer
a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
April Taylor ................................Nursery Supervisor
Sunday School ~ 10:00
a.m.
Shan Winquist ........................................ Lay Leader
Nursery provided for all
Angie Gordon …………… Minister of Visitation &
Sunday Services
Congregational Care /Director of The Learning Tree
Youth Activities ~ Sunday Lorenzo Hall, Jr. .......................................... Security
at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.

