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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends,
Happy February! Let me begin by saying I hope you are hanging in there
with whatever resolutions you might have made for 2018. Keep at it. It will
always be the right time to be Kind and Generous and Thankful. So, even if
those weren’t some of your resolutions, you might decide to keep holding
on to them and let them be part of your life all year long.
February reminds us that Love needs to be one of our trademarks as well.
Valentine’s Day is around the corner – as if you needed reminding! Simply walk into any store
and notice the onslaught of red and hearts and the temptations to buy heart-shaped boxes of candies. All of that is fine and good. I genuinely hope love takes center stage in all of our lives.
What has captured my mind this year is the fact the calendar calls us to a deeper understanding of
love. It isn’t too often, but once again this year, Valentine’s Day – reminding us of the power of
love – is the same day as Ash Wednesday – the doorstep to the greatest demonstration of love,
ever. I know it is just the way the calendar has fallen this year, but let’s not lose the message.
There are plenty of ways for one person to show their love for another person. I hope you will be
as creative and unique as possible in the days leading up to Valentine’s Day and beyond. Long
ago, I thought love was proven by the number or size of Valentine’s Day cards you gave to your
classmates in school. You made sure to give everyone in the class one, but certain friends got
more than one. Later, you gave one person a bigger card than the rest and on some occasions you
even included a note! (I am revealing what a romantic I was growing up!)
I hope as we all make our way through the Lenten season this year, starting with Valentine’s Day,
that we will see how much God loves each one of us. God doesn’t send more love to some of us
over others. There isn’t a special love expressed to us because we happen to live somewhere with
more opportunities than other places. Love isn’t expressed more convincingly in one language,
one culture, one love song over another. God’s love is poured out upon everyone, equally. For
God so loved the world ….
Let me invite you to our Ash Wednesday service, February 14, at 6:00 PM. We will celebrate
Holy Communion and will offer the imposition of ashes, in the form of a cross, as a symbol of
our faith in Jesus Christ. Come be reminded of the greatest expression of love ever offered.
Also, please remember the United Service on February 11. We change our schedule a bit – Sunday School at 9:30 and ONE worship service at 10:30. Come ready to share in an old fashioned
Pot-Luck Lunch that day after the service. I am looking forward to all of us worshiping together
that day.
I have to confess I probably won’t be sending Valentine’s Day cards to everyone in the church.
But, please know I love you and count it a real privilege to be in ministry with each of you.
Your friend,
Pastor David

Contact numbers for Pastor David & Pam
David’s cell 270-791-4967
Pam’s cell 270-799-1083
Christ United Methodist Church Exists to:
Connect Persons to God and to One Another (Worship/Fellowship)
Help Meet Needs (Service/Every Member a Minister)
Reach Out to Share Jesus Christ (Evangelism)
Instruct in Christian Growth (Discipleship)
Send Persons in Ministry (Missions)
Transform the Community of Bowling Green
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Children’s Ministry
Kids RULE (Read, Understand Learn, Explore God’s Word) continues to meet on

Wednesday evening from 6pm
– 7pm. Please have your 3 , 4 and 5 graders join us if at all possible. We are currently reading “He Chose You” by
Max Lucado.
rd

th

th

VBS 2018 is still months away but mark your calendars now and Save the Date!

VBS 2018 is scheduled to take
place from Sunday June 3 – Thursday June 7, 2018. In the event, that school closings for winter weather impact us,
our backup dates are June 10- June 14.

Camp Loucon offers a variety of wonderful summer programs for children and youth.

The Loucon camp schedule
for 2018 is now available online and will be posted on the bulletin board outside the YCC kitchen
To ensure that all of our children have the chance to attend Loucon, the church will pick up 25% of the middle tier’s
cost for the children of our church. Please see Patty or Angie if you have questions.
Also, new this year, Loucon has a special program that if you refer a friend and they sign up for Camp Loucon, you
will receive a 20% discount on the cost of your camp. Please see Angie Gordon for detail
A reminder to all parents: Sunday
Lord with children of their age.

School is a wonderful place for your children to grow in their knowledge of the

Message from Melissa
I am celebrating my one-year anniversary of working at Christ Church. It has been a year of great change
but the best part has been getting to know the special people that make our church the great place it is.
Thank you for how you have welcomed and supported my family! We are so happy to call this church
“home.”
January was a terrific start to 2018, with a wonderful women’s retreat, a productive contemporary worship
gathering, and a fantastic cut-a-thon to benefit the Glory Baby ministry! How wonderful to begin the year
diving deeper into relationship with God and one another, thinking about how to best express our worship
and adoration of Jesus on Sunday mornings, and to share time with each other as we serve the kingdom of
God! Here are some ways to continue doing that in February:
Caregivers Support Group
On February 7, we are launching a new ministry to people providing care for
someone else of any age. On the first Wednesday of each month, caregivers will
gather from 6:00-7:00pm to discuss topics relevant to this population and to spend
time sharing experiences with one another. Please join us or invite someone you
know who may need a listening ear!
Women’s Bible Study
Our spring Bible study will start up on February 18, meeting from 5:30-7:00 on
Sunday evenings through March 25. We will study the book of Ruth along with
Bianca Juarez Olthoff. Join us!
United Worship Service
Join us on February 11 as we gather as one church to worship God. The band and
the choir will join forces, along with other instrumentalists from the church. We
will celebrate our
ministries and think of ways we can each be involved. And
after the service, we will spend time with one another over a meal. You will not
want to miss this!
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O U R S T E WA R D S H I P
A N D AT T E N D A N C E
JANUARY 2018
Budget for the Year
Needed per Week
Received
Jan 7
Jan 14
Jan 21
Jan 28
Budget to Date
Received to Date
Building Fund Loan Balance
Received January

Servants for February

$573,255
$11,024
$9,735
5,612
7,215
7,041
$44,096
$29,603
$81,340
$1,145

STEWARDSHIP OF ATTENDANCE
S.S.
8:45
10:00
11:00
Jan 7
116
130
82
Jan 14 104
129
70
Jan 21 125
140
79
Jan 28 130
158
74

John and I would like to thank our church
family for your prayers, cards, visits and
kind words during our recent time of loss
of Dad and Casey and hospitalization of
Maggie. Your support made these times much easier
to
endure.
Maggie will be coming home from SKY rehab in the
coming week and I know that Christ
Methodist Church prayer warriors played a huge part
in her miracle recovery. We are blessed to be a part
of such a loving church.
May God richly bless each of you in 2018!
Love, John and Betsy

Sympathy
Howard & Emogene Stuart on the
death of Howard’s son, Kenny

8:45 Service
Greeters
Connie Pittman & Ann Mefford
Communion Servers
John & Betsy Kullman
Connie Pittman & Ann Mefford
11:00 Service
Greeters & Communion Servers
Jeff & Richea Norden
Ron & Sheila Best
Building Lockup
Jeff Norden

Memorial
Contributions
In Memory of
Audra Simpson
Building Fund
Richard & Karen Garden
Memorial Fund
Howard & Emogene Stuart
Youth (for camp)
Nancy Carveth

In Memory of
Anna Walkup
Choir Fund
Richard & Karen Garden

In Memory of
Kenny Stuart
Memorial Fund
Bill & Joyce Buckman

In Memory of
Al Lohman
Memorial Fund
Howard & Emogene Stuart
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From Michael
Winter Blitz this year was amazing! Our students took part in powerful worship and heard the gospel proclaimed in clear and tangible ways. I am so grateful for the adult support that makes it possible to take a
group of young people to a conference like Winter Blitz.
As you know, in just a couple of weeks we will be beginning the season of Lent. I wonder have you thought
about what you might change in your life during Lent to focus more fully on God? A recent article over at
Ministry Matters said that the most common things for Christians to give up during lent are 1. Social Networking, 2. Chocolate, 3. Twitter, 4. Alcohol, and 5. Chips. While it may be good to give up some or even all
of these during Lent, I wonder if there might be something more? How are we setting an example for the
young people in our lives when it comes to giving up time to be with God everyday? The average student today lives a hurried and frantic life, running from one event or club to the next. It can be exhausting to see and
even more exhausting to live. What would it look like if, during Lent, we gave a percentage of every day to
simply be; be with God and be with one another?
That’s my plan this year, because if I’m honest my life isn’t much different than the hurried and frantic lives
that our students live. I plan to intentionally slow down and focus on the relationships that God has given me,
both with Him and with others, this Lent. You are welcome to join me.

Glory Baby Ministry
The photos seen here are not a bunch of women saying “Yes to the dress.” The meaning behind what
the ladies are doing is so much more. Jessica Heffinger, along with three volunteer seamstresses from
Glory Baby Ministry came to Christ United Methodist Church to host a cut-a-thon.
Their ministry specializes in making burial gowns for stillbirths and infant loss in the Bowling Green,
Ky area. The gowns are made out of donated wedding and formal dresses. Having the donated dresses
seam ripped apart is a huge step in the process of getting a Glory Gown made. By having volunteers
take on this responsibility the seamstresses have more time to dedicate to making the very delicate and
detailed Glory Gowns.
Thank you is not enough for what those 26 ladies did Sunday night for our ministry. Ladies, you
touched my heart more than you know. Thank you for allowing me to share a piece of my heart with
you through sharing Riley Marie’s testimony.
The board of Glory Baby has asked Christ Church to be their official seam-rippers! We anticipate having another 1-3 cut-a
-thons this year. If you have ideas of other ways we can partner together in service to our community, please contact
Melissa.
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February Birthdays
Lynda Mulcahy
Kayla Harmon
Nora Janes
Kevin Terry
Kathryn Harmon
Joe Curry Hood
Daniel Berry
Montserrat Juarez
Lynn Travis
Doris Whitmer
Wilma Hall
Larry Wells
Catherine Carter
Taylor Brooks
Chase Stewart
Patrick Reckard
Angie Gordon
Katie Roberts Newland
John Kullman
Gordon Buckman
Dee Terry
Judi Kavanaugh
Nick Winquist
B. J. Booth
Tom Baldwin
Sue Gulley
Phyllis O’Keefe

2/2
2/2
2/2
2/4
2/4
2/5
2/5
2/5
2/6
2/8
2/10
2/10
2/10
2/11
2/13
2/14
2/15
2/16
2/18
2/20
2/20
2/22
2/23
2/24
2/25
2/26
2/27

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

United Methodist Women

UMAF
Adult Fellowship will meet at The Presbyterian Church at 10th/
State St on Tuesday, February 13 at 9:00 am for the annual
Pancake Breakfast sponsored by the Bowling Green Noon
Lions Club. $5.00 includes all you can eat pancakes, coffee and
juice. (Sausage, sodas and milk are available for an additional
$1.00 each.) Proceeds from the event are used to fund
eyeglasses for the needy. Tickets can be pre-purchased from
Bruce Allen in the Potpourri Class. Please sign up in the
Connection area by Sunday, February 11th. Event Coordinators

M.E.A.L.S., Inc.
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me...”
Matthew 25:35
As we approach the beginning of Lent this month, many people
will be “giving up” something for the Lenten season. Others
will be attempting to find ways to “serve” more during this
time. Please consider “serving” with us on Saturday, March 3rd
as our church is responsible for M.E.A.L.S., Inc. that morning. We need volunteers to cook, pack, and deliver a hot meal
and other food products to over 300 of our neighbors. A signup sheet is located in the Connection Area or call Helen Terry
@ (270) 991-9075 or (270) 745-0943. We hope you can
“serve” with this ministry as we help those in need of food.
2018 M.E.A.L.S., Inc. Dates
March 3rd
June 2nd
September 1st
December 1st
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Join other Christian business owners, CEOs & Leaders who want their Faith to impact their work
Lunch included with registration.
Get more info and register at workasworshipretreat.org

CHURCH STAFF

716 Cave Mill Road
Bowling Green, KY 42104
842-4343 & 842-8762
Church Fax: 842-6776
Office hours: 8:00-2:00
Monday thru Thursday

Our E-Mail Address:
Info@ChristUMCbg.org
Our Web Page:
www.christumcbg.org

Dr. David Grout ............................................... Pastor
Rev. Michael Romans Associate Pastor/Youth Pastor
Melissa Bull ...... Minister of Music and Discipleship
Patty Wintuska ......................... Children’s Director
Worship Services Kelli Truelove.................... Assistant Youth Director
Jeanie Orr .................................................... Organist
Sunday Worship ~ 8:45
Bonnie Hanes .... Administrative Assistant/Treasurer
a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
April Taylor ................................Nursery Supervisor
Sunday School ~ 10:00
a.m.
Shan Winquist ........................................ Lay Leader
Nursery provided for all
Angie Gordon …………… Minister of Visitation &
Sunday Services
Congregational Care /Director of The Learning Tree
Youth Activities ~ Sunday Lorenzo Hall, Jr. .......................................... Security
at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.

