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December 2
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December 6
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9:30 am VBS Revisted
December 24
7p & 11pm
Candlelight Communion Services
December 25
CHRISTMAS DAY
December 25-January 1
Church Offices Closed

From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends,
We have moved from the Season of Thanksgiving to the Season of Giving!
One season is so obvious. Just look around you. The second season can be
so stressful – Just Look Around You!!!
Ever have that eternal question come to mind – “What do I give to that
extra special person?” The more blessed you are, the more often you have
to ask that question. The next couple of weeks will overflow with that question. Especially if
those special persons make lists!
I am happily part of Pam’s family. They are always serious about their “lists.” What do you want
for Christmas is a serious question. Because implicit is the definite understanding of what you
Don’t want. I have wished I could be creative and come up with that unique “something” that I’ve
always wanted but never had. Oh yes … that only costs somewhere between $25-$40!
There is part of the problem. There’s always a cost or a limit – reasonable limit – to the funds.
And practicality demands that there be. But can you imagine what it would be like to walk up to
someone really special in your life and say, “Just tell me what you want, no matter the cost, it’s
yours!” Some of you are shaking in your shoes at that thought because you’ve seen your children’s Christmas list!
What if we were to narrow the list of special persons down to the most important person in all the
world? The person who has done the most for us, and who loves us more than anyone else does or
can. After all, that is what is the Advent season is all about. Yes, I am talking about our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. He is the one who gave the most for us and who loves us so much. So, what
can I/we give to Jesus? Now remember that he is the King of the Universe, creator of everything,
all-powerful and that he already owns everything there is. What are going to give the King?
As we go through the next few weeks known as “Advent,” it is a perfect time for you and me to
go through our list of gifts and to be very specific in what we give to Jesus Christ. Not as a
one-time thing like at a birthday party, though we are celebrating his birth. Let it be a new level of
lifetime investment and commitment.
We know there is nothing we can give that will impress the King. But, there is one thing that only
I, only you, can give. I have a heart/soul and so do you. I plan to give my heart and soul to Jesus
in a new way as I prepare for his coming again this Advent season. Let me invite you to do the
same. Am I so wonderful or unique? NO. But only I can give Jesus my heart and soul. Only YOU
can give him yours.
‘Tis the season of Giving!
Your friend,
Pastor David

Contact numbers for Pastor David & Pam
David’s cell 270-791-4967
Pam’s cell 270-799-1083
Christ United Methodist Church Exists to:

Connect Persons to God and to One Another (Worship/Fellowship)
Help Meet Needs (Service/Every Member a Minister)
Reach Out to Share Jesus Christ (Evangelism)
Instruct in Christian Growth (Discipleship)
Send Persons in Ministry (Missions)
Transform the Community of Bowling Green
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Children’s Ministry
Return to VBS has been scheduled and will be held on Tuesday, December 19th and
Wednesday, December 20th . We revisit Maker Fun Factory and enjoy, once again, some of
our favorite music, songs and crafts from this past summer’s VBS. The program will run for
2 days from 9:30 a.m. until 12:00 noon. Please let Patty know how you can help! Note:
Space is limited. Pre-registration is required.
Star of Wonder (this year’s Children’s Christmas Play) will be performed on Sunday,
December 10th @ 4:30pm in the Sanctuary. Mark your calendars! A reception will be held
in the Family Life Center immediately following the performance.
A Christmas Mitten Tree has been set up in the YCC. We will again decorate our tree with
newly purchased hats and mittens your children bring in to donate to children in need. Thank
you, for being part of this program!
Our annual Christmas Celebration for children ages 3 years-2nd grade will be held on
Sunday, December 24th during ROCK. Don’t miss it!

Message from Melissa
First, a huge thank you to everybody who had a part in making the United Service such a wonderful expression of our communal worship of our triune God!
Advent and Christmas are such special seasons in the life of the church and yet the busiest time of year for a
lot of us. During this blessed and holy season, why is it so easy for our souls to rush through our days and say
“not now” to the Lord of our hearts? Maybe just put off that daily devotional until tomorrow… or the next
day. Can we commit together – maybe by using the Down to Earth devotional book – to not let a day go by
without contemplating what we are celebrating? Let us collectively put aside our December anxieties and
to-do lists, if just for a few moments a day, to rest for a moment with Scripture.
Let’s come to the manger. Like the shepherds, let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened…
This child that has been given to us. Behold him. Isn’t he beautiful, that newborn child in the manger? That
man on the cross? That King of Angels mingling with mere mortals? That God in human clothes, come down
to earth? Adore Him… Hear the heavenly host saying “Glory to God in the highest!” Come, all you faithful!
Come and behold him, Christ the Lord!
Call for Art!As part of our Taste of Christmas this year, we will be having an art show. Have something
you’d like to show? Contact melissa@christumcbg.org! Art needs to be submitted by December 10 and will
be on display starting December 14 in the FLC.
Mark your calendars!
We are hosting Right Now Media’s Work as Worship conference on February 23, 2018 in the FLC. We
encourage you to take the day off work to join thousands of business leaders across the country for a full oneday retreat to hear from experts, be encouraged, and discuss how to connect your faith and work. The cost is
$25 and lunch is provided. Get more information and register at www.workasworshipretreat.org.
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O U R S T E WA R D S H I P
A N D AT T E N D A N C E
NOVEMBER 2017

Servants for December

Budget for the Year
Needed per Week
Received
Nov. 5
Nov 12
Nov 19
Nov 26

$593,363
$11,411

Budget to Date
Received to Date

$537,385
470,217

Building Fund Loan Balance
Received October 2017

13,077
8,870
12,416
10,600

8:45 Service
Greeters Phyllis O’Keefe
Communion Servers Steve & Judi Kavanaugh
Kelley & Laura Orr
11:00 Service
Greeters & Communion Servers
Holly Jones,
Teaghan, Daisy & Gracie Wilkerson
Buford Smith
Building Lockup
Holly Jones

$84,362
$1,245

STEWARDSHIP OF ATTENDANCE
S.S.
8:45
10:00
11:00
Nov 5
173
163
80
Nov 12 126
142
109
Nov 19
171
225
Nov 26 135
141
95

This devotional book will follow Pastor
David’s sermon series “Down to Earth.”
The devotional begins this week. The
suggested donation for the devotional is
$6.00. There are only 50 copies so call the
office to reserve one or pick one up while
supplies last.

Memorial
Contributions
In Memory of
Georgie Hanes
Building Fund
Bill & Joyce Buckman
Memorial Fund
Bonny & Phyllis Laflin
Choir Fund
Larry & Jo Byrd

In Memory of
Hattie Buchmann
Memorial Fund
Maria Cann
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From Michael
It’s the most wonderful time of the year! I’ll admit it; I hum Christmas music all year round.
Shew, I’m glad to have that off my chest. Like most people, I love Advent and Christmas. Not
only do we get to celebrate that God has chosen to be with us, to be Emmanuel but we also do
so many fun community building things with our youth. We have a super exciting month
planned, so much that I can’t fit it all here. If you would like to learn about all the wonderful
things we are doing, you can go to https://goo.gl/HuvhgK (case sensitive). You will find there
a list of all our events and information on how to get involved!
Dec 3—Progressive Dinner
Dec 10—Children’s Christmas Play
Dec 17—Opry Scavenger Hunt

Angel Tree Prison

OPERATION CHRISTMAS
CHILD

3397 shoebox gifts. 57 volunteers. 382
volunteer hours. THANK YOU !
Christ Church is blessed to be part of Operation Christmas Child. Receiving your boxes as part
Many thanks to people who took an Angel from the of our Thanksgiving service was a reminder that we are
tree Sunday. We have several left and Sunday,
blessed to be a blessing. Thank you to everyone who
Dec. 3rd will be the last Sunday for you to pick an
packed a box or served as a volunteer.
Angel from the tree. Remember all gifts are to be This year we even had a young girl, new to Bowling
returned to the church Sunday morning Dec 10th.
Green, who received a box two years ago in her homeThank you for your generous giving to this project. land of Tanzania! What a blessing to watch her pack a
These gifts are given to the children on behalf of
box for someone else.
their parent who cannot purchase a gift for them
All the nearly 12 million boxes from across the country
because they are incarcerated. We give these gifts will be distributed across the world in the next few
to help the children know their parents were think- weeks. Please pray they all safely reach their destinaing of them and wanting their children to have
tions and are powerful tools to spread the good news of
something on their behalf. We pray this small act Jesus Christ to children and families. Pray for the local
will help in connecting the parent and child and
pastors who will share with the children in their own
hope it strengthens them as they are away from
language and will give each child a gospel story bookeach other. Feel free to call if you have any ques- let. Pray each child who receives a box will be blessed
tions concerning this project. Thank you, Pam
and come to know our God of hope and light and love.
Grout 270-799-1083
We welcome any feedback you might have on this
ministry.

Fellowship
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December Birthdays

United Methodist Women
Christ UMW wants to send out a big THANK YOU to
all church members who participated in the Christmas
Bazaar, whether by donating baked goods, treasures
for Grandma’s Attic, or coming and shopping with our
vendors. We had a great year, as did the Youth and the
Men.

Bill Buckman
Richard Garden
Eleni Jane Pierce
Kathy Alexander
Elizabeth Holian Heller
Charmaine Brown
Beth Brooks
Sarah Brooks
Pam Grout
Linda Lohmann
Ryan Smith
Lennon Michael Payne
Kevin York
Linda Booth
Jenny Lou Pierce
April Taylor
Sibby Middleton
Robert Conrad
Jake Norden
Jo Byrd
Tabitha Conrad
Holly Jones
Merry Hardin
Kemble Johnson
Mea Taylor
Michael Grout
Betsy Kullman
Tyler Wood
Kory Twyman
Mike Holian

12/1
12/1
12/4
12/5
12/6
12/6
12/7
12/7
12/9
12/11
12/12
12/14
12/14
12/14
12/14
12/17
12/17
12/17
12/18
12/19
12/19
12/23
12/24
12/25
12/26
12/27
12/27
12/27
12/28
12/29

If you would like your birthday listed in
The Visitor, please call the church office.

The Christ UMW Christmas Celebration is on
Saturday, December 2 from Noon – 2 pm in the
FLC. This social event is open to all women of the
church. Bring a friend and a sweet or savory brunchtype dish to share and join us for food, fellowship
AND Bible Trivia! We will collect gift cards for the
KY Methodist Children’s Home. Hope to see you
there.

UMAF
United Methodist Adult Fellowship
Join the Adult Fellowship for a Christmas Potluck at
church on Wednesday, December 6 at 11:30am. Please
bring a dish large enough to feed twelve. The meat
will be provided. We are also collecting gift cards to
brighten Christmas at the Owensboro Children’s
Home. Sign-up in the Connection Area. Coordinators
Doris Whitmer and Shirley Lowe.
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Welcome

November Birthdays

New Members
Anaclare & Abigal Cobb who transfer from
Sardis Chapel UMC, Nancy, KY
George & Janice Massanat who transfer
from State St. UMC, BG

M.E.A.L.S., Inc.
“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me...”
Matthew 25:35

Sympathy

Christian Sympathy to Betsy Kullman
and family on the death of her father,
Alvis Rhea
Christian Sympathy to Randy Hanes
and family on the death of his mother,
Georgie Hanes
Christian Sympathy to the family of
Buddy Bonds

As the Advent season begins, CUMC will be serving with the
M.E.A.L.S., Inc. ministry this Saturday, December 2nd. All of
our wonderful volunteers look forward to providing food for
315 of our neighbors. If you haven’t signed up to help us this
weekend, please come and join us—it is a special time of
fellowship while helping those in need.
A huge thank you to everyone who so generously donated soup
on behalf of CUMC for the annual M.E.A.L.S., Inc. Christmas
Dinner Box. All of the participating churches will take their
food donations to the St. Joseph School gymnasium @ 6:00 pm
on Friday night, December 15th where the food boxes will be
put together for a special delivery the next day. Anyone who
would like to join us for this is welcome to come—we can use
the help. It is a great time as people from 13 churches in Bowling Green come together and combine all of the food donations
to ensure a traditional Christmas dinner (with a few extra food
products) for those we serve with the M.E.A.L.S., Inc. program.
Thank you to the CUMC congregation who so lovingly support
and participate with M.E.A.L.S., Inc. throughout the entire
year. You have been a blessing to many.
If you have any questions or need additional info concerning
M.E.A.L.S., Inc., please call Helen Terry @ (270) 991-9075 or
(270) 745-0943.

CHURCH STAFF

716 Cave Mill Road
Bowling Green, KY 42104
842-4343 & 842-8762
Church Fax: 842-6776
Office hours: 8:00-2:00
Monday thru Thursday

Our E-Mail Address:
Info@ChristUMCbg.org
Our Web Page:
www.christumcbg.org

Dr. David Grout ............................................... Pastor
Rev. Michael Romans Associate Pastor/Youth Pastor
Melissa Bull ...... Minister of Music and Discipleship
Patty Wintuska ......................... Children’s Director
Worship Services Kelli Truelove.................... Assistant Youth Director
Jeanie Orr .................................................... Organist
Sunday Worship ~ 8:45
Bonnie Hanes .... Administrative Assistant/Treasurer
a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
April Taylor ................................Nursery Supervisor
Sunday School ~ 10:00
a.m.
Shan Winquist ........................................ Lay Leader
Nursery provided for all
Angie Gordon …………… Minister of Visitation &
Sunday Services
Congregational Care /Director of The Learning Tree
Youth Activities ~ Sunday Lorenzo Hall, Jr. .......................................... Security
at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.

