
T H E  V I S I T O R  

Christ United Methodist Church Exists to: 
  Connect Persons to God and to One Another (Worship/Fellowship) 

  Help Meet Needs (Service/Every Member a Minister) 

  Reach Out to Share Jesus Christ (Evangelism) 

  Instruct in Christian Growth (Discipleship) 

  Send Persons in Ministry (Missions) 

  Transform the Community of Bowling Green 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Pam and I have to begin this November letter with a huge word of Thanks 

for all that the month of October meant in our lives. As most of you know, 

we have been on a Renewal Leave. That time away gave us the opportunity 

to go and do and be in ways that just can’t happen under regular vacation 

times. I have not preached for five Sundays! Other than a year off for    

doctoral studies and the time I had heart surgery, that is the longest I have 

ever gone without preaching in almost 30 years. Come on November 5, to see if I haven’t        

forgotten how! 
 

This time away also allowed us to be with family in Kentucky, Florida and Texas. Though she 

may not even remember that we were there, my mother genuinely appreciated that Pam and I 

came to visit again. We also spent time with a nephew, his wife and two sons doing the Disney 

thing. Our son Michael and I spent several days in Chicago together with friends. Pam and I also 

went to see The Ark Encounter in Williamstown, KY. It was very impressive. 
 

Perhaps as significant as anything, we had the opportunity to visit and worship in some different 

churches across United Methodism. Grace Church in Cape Coral, Florida, where a good friend 

Jorge Acevedo has pastored for the past 25 years. Then at The Woodlands United Methodist, a 

church plant of 40 years ago by Ed Robb III, that just celebrated their 13,000 member not too 

long ago! Finally, this past Sunday we were in Ginghamsburg, OH, to worship at the  

Ginghamsburg UMC, another large church that has been on the cutting edge of technology and 

social     ministry for over 35 years. It was a wide variety of worship venues and styles. Again, 

thank you for allowing us the opportunity to just disappear into a congregation and experience 

God’s      presence in new and different ways. 
 

Thank you to all who carried extra loads because we were away. Christ Church is blessed with 

wonderful staff and I know that became even more evident over the past few weeks. I want to 

especially thank Michael Romans, Melissa Bull, Patty Wintuska and Bonnie Hanes. But let me 

also say a big word of thanks to Pastor Dean and our District Superintendent Todd Love for 

preaching, and Larry Wells and Shan Winquist for leading the Laity Sunday services, and 

Paulette Wells and Pastor David Warner for leading THE STORY.  
 

It is a humbling thing to realize just how dispensable you are. An extended time away, like this 

one, can help bring some things into focus. I know it has for me. I will be sharing more on some 

of those insights over the months to come.  
 

This Sunday we will be remembering persons who have gone on to be with the Lord in the past 

year. We give God thanks for their lives and their ministry among us. They form a cloud of     

witness around us that is a tremendous blessing every day. We will honor that witness. 
 

Thanksgiving Day is around the corner on the calendar. The month of October helped remind me 

that I have so many reasons to be thankful every day. So do you. Pam and I are looking forward 

to re-entering the ministry of Christ Church. We 

are so blessed to be in ministry with each of you! 
 

Your friend, 

Pastor David 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

November  1 

9a –Prayer Shawl Ministry 

10a UMW Meeting 

11a UMW Luncheon 

 

November 3 

4:00p UMAF to Mennonite Dinner 

5:30p Community  

sponsored dinner 

 

November 4 

8a Fall Church Work Day 

Youth Rake & Run 

 

November 5 

Daylight Savings Time ends 

Memorial Sunday 

 

November 11 

8a UMW Bazaar 

 

November 12 

3p Classical Concert 

 

November 13 

2p Operation Christmas Child  

drop-offs begin 

 

November 16 

6p Trustees 

 

November 19 

9:30a Sunday School 

10:30a United Service 

 

November 20 

6p Finance 

7p Church Council 

 

November 23 

Thanksgiving Day 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Contact numbers for Pastor David & Pam 

David’s cell 270-791-4967 

Pam’s cell 270-799-1083 



Children’s Ministry 

Message from Melissa 

 

Page 2 

 

Maker Fun Factory (Winter break’s mini Return to VBS) has been scheduled.  We need at least 15 

children signed up in order to run this program.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the 

YCC or simply call me and let me know that your children will be attending. 

We will hold this winter break mini VBS on Tuesday, December 19th and Wednesday, December 20th.   

We will go back and revisit  Maker Fun Factor where we can enjoy, once again, some of our  

      favorite music, songs and crafts from this past summer’s VBS.  The program will run for 2 mornings 

from 9:30 a.m. until 12:00 noon.  Please let Patty know how you can help!     Scheduling this event 

the week PRIOR to Christmas makes it perfect timing for families to finish their last minute Christmas 

preparations while their children are busy! 
 

Our annual Advent/Christmas Workshop for children ages 3 years through 2nd grade has been         

scheduled for Friday, November 18th.  We will meet from 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm.  We will learn about 

the Christian traditions of the season, read Christmas stories and craft some Christmas treasures!  

Pizza will be served. A sign-up sheet is on the Bulletin Board in the YCC.   Parents are welcome, but 

not required, to stay. 
 

Tell Me the Story of Christmas (this year’s Children’s Christmas Play) will be performed on Sunday, 

December 10th @ 4:30pm in the Sanctuary.  Mark your calendars!  Amy Berry and Angie Gordon, 

who are directing this year’s production, are holding Play practices on Wednesday evenings at 6pm. 

October was a wonderful month at CUMC. I was so grateful for the opportunity to share a bit of God's story 

in my life with all of you and thankful for how receptive you were. We enjoyed our second gospel bluegrass 

jam and gathered for a small but delightful fall potluck fellowship dinner. This week I am preparing to join 

Pastors David and Michael at the Right Now Media Conference. Don't forget that I have a sign-up sheet on 

my door if you'd like to get together for lunch! 
 

We are approaching a very busy season in the life of our church! I want to call your attention to a few  

upcoming events: 
 

Sunday November 12 we will host a classical music concert in celebration of the life and works of Pia  

Sebastiani, an Argentine composer who taught at Ball State University for many years. We were contacted 

about hosting this concert a month ago by pianist Geoffrey McGillen and his wife, violinist Mary Shannon 

McGillen. The music is from the modern period of classical music and will be less familiar-sounding and 

more challenging to your ears. Please invite any of our friends that enjoy serious classical music.  

 

On November 19, we have the opportunity to gather together as one congregation to worship together. Our 

combined worship service that day will be at 10:30am with Sunday School at 9:30am. Join us as we celebrate 

Thanksgiving together! 
 

Note that this year's Taste of Christmas will be on Thursday evening, December 14. 
 

On February 23, we will be hosting "Worship as Work," a simulcast conference presented by Right Now  

Media. Please consider joining us this day for a one-day retreat to learn about connecting your faith and your 

work. You can read more about the presenters here: https://www.workasworshipretreat.org/. Registration is 

$25 and is done online at https://www.workasworshipretreat.org/registration?id=333048329. We hope you 

will join us to be encouraged as you try to live out Colossians 3:23-24! Whatever you do, work at it with all 

your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an 

inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.  

https://www.workasworshipretreat.org/
https://www.workasworshipretreat.org/registration?id=333048329


O U R  S T E WA R D S H I P  

A N D  AT T E N D A N C E  

O C T O B E R  2 0 1 7  

Servants for November 

Memorial 

Contributions 

  

8:45 Service 

Greeters  Lonell & Jim Rennirt 

Communion Servers  Larry & Jo Byrd 

Richard & Gloria Strout 

 

11:00 Service 

Greeters & Communion Servers 

Merry Hardin, Shan Winquist 

Julie & Ray Rowland 

Buford Smith 

 

Building Lockup 

Shan Winquist 

Budget for the Year $593,363 

   Needed per Week $11,411 

Received 

Oct. 1 12,750 

Oct 8 6,471 

Oct 15 7,503 

Oct 22 12,834 

Oct 29 6,943 

 

Budget to Date $502,084 

Received to Date 423,611 

 

Building Fund Loan Balance $85,902 

     Received October 2017 $2,550 
 

STEWARDSHIP OF ATTENDANCE 

  S.S. 

  8:45 10:00 11:00 

Oct 1   133   129   64  

Oct 8     99   108   76 

Oct 15   139   138   87 

Oct 22   148    130   93 

Oct 29   133   121   77 
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M.E.A.L.S., Inc. 

 

In Memory of 

Anna Mefford 
 

Building Fund 

Woody & Becky Harrell 

Memorial Fund 

B.G. Golden Girls 

 

In Memory of 

Hattie Buchmann 
 

Building Fund 

Bill & Joyce Buckman 



 From Michael  
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As October ends, we are moving into an exciting and busy season for our ministry. Over the next few weeks you will be 
getting information about a great deal of events that will be going on with our student ministry in November and        
December. For now, though, there are three things in particular that I want you to know about.  
 

First, On Saturday, November 4th, we will be having our annual Rake-n-Run. Our youth will be going from house to 
house (for those that signed up) and raking leaves. This is a wonderful day of service, laughter and hard work. We will 
meet at Christ Church at 10 am and return at 6 pm. However, as I look at the weather, there is a strong chance of rain 
on Saturday. If it does indeed end up being a rainy day, we will move Rake-n-Run to the Sunday (11/05/2017). So, if 
you have a youth coming, watch your email. We will send a final word later in the week, probably on Wednesday or 
early Thursday.  
 

Second, November 11th is the UMW Christmas Bazaar. Our youth ministry will, as we have in years past, be setting up 
tables and selling lunch. This is a super exciting day. Kelli has sent out some signups to help us coordinate when our 
students will be there as we are running two shifts this year. I hope all of you come out, enjoy all that is going on at the 
Bazaar and help our youth ministry raise a little bit of money to go toward Winter Blitz and Summer Mission Trips.  
 

Lastly, speaking of Winter Blitz, it is quickly approaching. We will be traveling in January to Louisville to gather with 
United Methodist youth from all around our conference for worship. While this trip is still a ways off, watch your inboxes 
for signups later this month. We are going to try to sign-up in time to get the cheapest possible rate this year!  
 

I am looking forward to what God has in store for our students in the coming months and invite you to join me in praying 
for them.  
 

Grace and Peace,  
 

Pastor Michael  

Angel Tree Prison          

Fellowship 

 

It is that time of year again, when our church  

becomes a blessing to children who have a parent 

who is incarcerated. We do this by buying two gifts 

per child (one toy and one clothing item). These 

gifts are bought on behalf of the incarcerated parent 

with the goal being that each child knows their  

parent is remembering them at this time of the year. 

Paper angels with the child’s name and gift idea 

can be chosen from the Christmas Angel Tree on 

November 26 and December 3. Gifts are to be 

wrapped and returned with the angel attached to the 

gift on December 10. Each gift should cost between 

$20-25. If you cannot shop for a gift but would like 

to donate money, we would be happy to buy a gift 

on your behalf.  

Call Pam Grout 270-799-1083 for any questions. 

Thank you for your love for these children. 
 

Pam Grout 

 
 

OPERATION 

CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 
Christ Church will serve as the Warren County Drop-off 

Location for shoebox gifts for Operation Christmas 

Child   November 13-20    

Drop off days and times are as follows: 

 
 Monday, Nov 13   2-6pm 

 Tuesday Nov 14  3-5pm 

 Wednesday Nov 15 8am—noon 

 Thursday, Nov 16  3-7pm 

 Friday, Nov 17  3-7 pm 

 Saturday, Nov 18  10am—noon 

 Sunday, Nov 19  Noon—5pm 

 Monday, Nov 20  8am—noon 



  

November Birthdays United Methodist Women 
 

If you would like your birthday listed in 

The Visitor, please call the church office. 

The UMW will meet on November 1st at 10:00 a.m. with Prayer 

Shawl Ministry beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Joyce Buckman and 

Marie Yager will provide a delicious lunch after Jo Byrd tests 

our knowledge of Bible Trivia. Come join the fun! 

Don’t forget that our annual missions fundraiser, the Christmas 

Bazaar, will be on November 11th from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

The Men will sell sausage biscuits for breakfast and the Youth 

will sell soup and sandwiches for lunch. Come do some early 

Christmas shopping! 

We are accepting gifts of baked goods for our bakery and    

gently used items for Grandma’s attic. All proceeds are used for 

local, regional, and international missions. 
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Tammy Davis  11/2 

Martha Jackson  11/2 

Larry Byrd  11/4 

Taylor Gulley  11/6 

Sandy Hartman  11/8 

Bonnie Hanes  11/9 

Marilyn Miller  11/9 

Steve Kavanaugh 11/15 

Connie Pittman  11/15 

Carmen Cogan  11/16 

Marie Nilda-Cann 11/18 

Pat Keller   11/18 

Amanda Reckard 11/18 

Linda Bragg  11/23 

Matt Moore  11/23 

Jim Smith   11/26 

Kevin Brooks  11/27 

Sara Gulley  11/28 

Phyllis Laflin  11/29 

UMAF 

United Methodist Adult Fellowship 
 

Benefit Supper for Franklin Mennonite School 

Friday, Nov 3 @ 4:00pm 

Sign up in the Connection Area 

 

Looking Ahead 

Christmas Potluck December 6 

@11:30am 

In the YCC 



 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me...”   

                                                                           Matthew 25:35 
  
The temperature outside is beginning to feel more like winter 

and with that comes Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Saturday, 

December 2nd is the next date that CUMC will have the  

opportunity to serve with M.E.A.L.S., Inc.  The holidays are 

busy for all of us, but we hope you all can give a couple of 

hours of your time to help those in need of food in our  

community.  On December 2nd, we need volunteers to help 

cook, pack, and deliver food to approximately 310-325  

individuals.  A sign-up sheet is located in the Connection Area. 
Additionally, this is the 5th year that M.E.A.L.S, Inc. will  

provide each family with a “Christmas Dinner Box”  This box 

will contain a ham and the other needed food items for a 

“traditional Christmas meal”, and a few other items that will 

supply a couple of extra meals for them.  The families are 

thrilled to get this food box.  Even though their Christmas may 

otherwise be considered sparse, the ability to have a traditional 

meal like most other families is very special to them.  This year 

our church is responsible for providing either chicken noodle or 

vegetable soup for the boxes.  Thus far, we have collected 102 

cans.  We have until December 10 to collect another 223 

cans.  A collection box is located as you enter both the  

Sanctuary and the Family Life Center.  Your donation will be 

very much appreciated.   

 October Birthdays Congratulations 
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M.E.A.L.S., Inc. 

 Simon Zander Heckman 

son of Grant & Tonya, 

brother to Zoe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Sympathy to the family of 

 

Hattie Buchmann 

 
Sister, Alice Jones 

Daughters, Jennifer Irrizary & 

Cindy Manteris 

 

Sympathy 



      CHURCH STAFF 
 

Dr. David Grout ............................................... Pastor 

Rev. Michael Romans  Associate Pastor/Youth Pastor 

Melissa Bull ...... Minister of Music and Discipleship 

 Patty Wintuska .........................   Children’s Director 

Kelli Truelove .................... Assistant Youth Director 

 Jeanie Orr .................................................... Organist 

Bonnie Hanes .... Administrative Assistant/Treasurer 

April Taylor ................................ Nursery Supervisor 

Shan Winquist ........................................ Lay Leader 

Angie Gordon …………… Minister of Visitation & 

Congregational Care /Director of The Learning Tree  

 Lorenzo Hall, Jr. .......................................... Security 

Worship Services 
 

Sunday Worship ~ 8:45 

a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  

Sunday School ~ 10:00 

a.m. 

Nursery provided for all 

Sunday Services 

Youth Activities ~ Sunday 

at 5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 

716 Cave Mill Road 

Bowling Green, KY 42104 

842-4343 & 842-8762 

Church Fax: 842-6776 

Office hours: 8:00-2:00 

Monday thru Thursday 

Our E-Mail Address: 

Info@ChristUMCbg.org 

 

 Our Web Page: 

www.christumcbg.org 

 


