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Getting to Know Me

 

Q1: As the days shorten and the nights grow cool and damp, there wafts across the wind in the trees
a familiar query, "Are you ready for some football?!"  What does that quintessentially American
obsession mean for you and your family?  Is it a good, bad, or neutral thing?   

 

Q2: I grew up on a farm, an only child for 10 years, and I was very lonely and anxious because of the
pressure put on me to always be exceptionally quiet and "good."  My parents were very busy and
neither of them was very happy in their life.  Not being a functioning Christian home, I would rate it
about a 5.  However, I always had a roof, bed, good food, education, and decent clothes and shoes
(plus amazing grandparents).  I cut my parents slack because the times were hard after WWII and I'm
sure they did the best they knew how to do.  I don't believe any parents purpose to have an unhappy
home; they just don't understand that you have to purpose, with God's blessing, to have a happy
one.  I also believe that God allowed all of those circumstances to mold, shape, and make me into
who He wanted me to become.  Describe the home in which you grew up?  On a scale of 1-10, with
10 being perfection and 1 being a Dickensian workhouse, how would you rate it? Did you have a
happy childhood? 

 

 

Q3: When you think about your former home, what did you like best and least about it?  How did you
purpose to make your adult home and family different or the same?  

 

Into the Bible

 

Q4:  Choose one of the following men and read about their marriage and family: Job, Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, Joseph, Boaz, David, Solomon, Hosea, Joseph of Nazareth.  From the information that you are
given what can you deduce about his home, marriage, and family.  How would you rate this man as a
husband and father?  Did they meet God's standards?  I love that the Bible never tries to hide the ugly
truth concerning their protagonists.           

 

 

Q5:  Let's all take a look at Noah.  Please read Gen. 6:1-14, 22; 7:1,5,11-13; 8:15-22; 9:1-2, 8-12,17-
27.  There is a definite change in Noah after the flood.  What was different between the two time
periods?  List anything that you noticed.  There is a clear delineation between righteous, purposeful
life and unrighteous living.  What happened to his family, including future progeny, as a result of his
failure?     

 



 

 

Q6:  Please read Solomon chapter 7, Proverbs 30:18-19, and John 2:1-13.  Do these verses
demonstrate to you that marriage between a man and a woman is important to God?  In what ways do
the verses show that?  Why do you think that God chose to have a wedding be the scene of Jesus'
first miracle?  How does it reflect Genesis 1 & 2?  How do these scriptures reflect God's
glory?                               

 

 

 

Application

 

Q7:  Was there anything in today’s message that spoke to you or made you uncomfortable? 

 

Q8: What is the plan that you have/had for your family?  Are there any things right now that you want
to do differently?  What can you do to move closer to God's ideal? 

 

Q9: Pastor Lee talked about the three things that MEN are to do when starting a family:  Leave,
Cleave, and Weave.  Have you or are you doing those things in a Biblical way?  If not, what plan can
you implement to experience them for God's best for your family?  Remember NOTHING happens but
chaos without PURPOSE and PLANNING.

 

Q10: How can you purpose to make your life, your marriage, your family be a light shining in the
darkness that speaks louder than words?  Give this some time and get before God for answers.  

 

Bonus Section 

 

If you have time I urge you to do this question. 

 

In an ideal Christian family. . . 

 

Christ is given first place.  

Happiness prevails.  

Rejoicing is heard instead of complaints.   



Rejoicing is heard instead of complaints.   

Interruptions don't destroy family peace.  

Storms strengthen a family's love.  

Tears and disappointments are shared openly.  

In difficult times, everyone is drawn closer to God.  

A visitor always feels welcome.  

Needs of others come before our own needs.   

Fussing is not heard.  

A time of separation does not sever strong family ties. 

Money is kept in proper perspective.  

Interest is shown equally in every family member.  

Love covers the faults in others.  

Young people respect and obey their parents.  by Shirley Byler

 

I don't know about you but as I read that description of an ideal Christian family I could almost
despair, but not quite because of (Please read:) Romans 3:10-12, 2 Cor. 5:21, 2 Tim. 2:13, Ps. 36:5,
Lam. 3:22-23, Hebrews 10:23.  Cannot we rely on the Faithful One to redeem our mistakes and make
something beautiful out of our poor efforts?   I learned this prayer from Ruth Carter Stapleton in 1977. 
I've used it 100's of times through the years and to this day.  It goes as follows:  "Dear Jesus, bridge
the gap between the kind of love he/she/they needed and the kind of love they received!  Amen"  Its a
simple prayer, but you pray that prayer over past mistakes, a wayward child, a chaotic family, etc. and
it will bear results!!            

 

Pastor Lee said in closing that "instead of a monologue with the world, we need to be having
dialogues."  One of the things that means to me is to listen to what influential people in the world are
saying.  You might or might not learn something.  You might even find yourself agreeing with some of
it.  For example, I "just happened" to run across something that I made a note of two years ago and
hadn't seen it since. It was a note about the rocker, Bono, of U2, on Focus on the Family.  Since I
believe that nothing is accidental for someone living in God's will, I knew it was for this lesson.  Bono
has been married for 33 years and calls his wife a partner.  He upholds the Word of God in his beliefs. 
Go to focusonthefamily/radio.com and type in Interview with Bono.  It is a real dialogue with someone
extremely influential on so many fronts in the world but not of the world.

http://radio.com/

