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Getting to Know Me  

 

Q1.  This week’s guest speaker, Lisa Bailey, began her remarks by divulging that she was “way
outside her comfort zone” in addressing the larger body on Sunday morning.  Share an example of a
time when you felt that God was stretching you outside your spiritual comfort zone?

 

Q2.  When you consider how you are wired as an individual, would you consider yourself more of a
“planner” or a “take it as it comes” person?  

 

Q3.  Lisa also mentioned that she gets an app on her phone called “First Five” (from Proverbs 31
Ministries) that comes up in the morning before any other notifications.  Are you on social media? 
Which sites or apps?  Do you do have any that you feel support you in your spiritual growth?

 

 

Into the Bible

 

During the message today Lisa made a statement to the effect of:

 

“When it comes to our spiritual growth, God has a plan and it is good.  The enemy has schemes and
they are meant for our destruction.  The good news is that the schemes of the enemy are no match for
God’s plans unless WE give them room to work in our lives. (The devil will always knock if he knows
you’ll let him in!”)

 

It wasn’t too long before the schemes of the enemy started showing up in the infant church in
Jerusalem. Read Acts 4:32-5:11.

 

Q4.  In your own words, describe the scheme that Satan devised to cause havoc in the fellowship.
What specific areas of the church did he attack? (HINT: Look back at the outline from today’s sermon.)

 

 

 



 

Q5. In verses 5:3,8-9 we see Peter acting under the Holy Spirit in the spiritual gift of Word of
Knowledge.  It brought a swift and final end to Ananias and Sapphira.  Why do you suppose God
revealed this hidden knowledge to Peter?  What was the result in the church (vs. 11)?

 

You should know that the type of fear being referred to here isn’t the reverential fear and awe spoken
of this morning.  It’s the word “phobos” meaning alarm, or fright: be exceedingly afraid, terror. They
were downright shaking in their boots with Holy Ghost fear! Make no mistake, our God does not play
spiritual games.  Because of Christ’s sacrifice, He calls us Friend, but we put ourselves in peril if we
choose to presume upon that friendship in response to a devilish ploy.

 

Q6.  Thank goodness we do not have to be hapless victims of the devil’s plotting.  What tools do the
following scriptures give us in dealing with him?

 

2 Corinthians 2:11

 

2 Corinthians 10: 3-5

 

Ephesians 6:11

 

James 4: 6-8

 

Remember that the devil is a defeated enemy. If you need a reminder, check out Revelation 20:10 and
22:1-5.

 

Application

 

Q7.Ephesians 5:15-17 tells us, “See to it then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,
redeeming the time, because the days are evil.  Therefore, do not be unwise but understand what the
will of the Lord is.”  

 

In terms of your life, how do you go about walking circumspectly, i.e looking around at your life to
examine it for health and wholeness?  We use a yardstick to measure our height, a scale to keep tabs
on our weight, even IQ tests and personality profiles to assess our mental /social functioning. What
measuring tools do you use to assess whether you are growing spiritually?

 



 

Can you find any tools in scripture that are helpful on this point? (If you’re stuck: go to
Hebrews 4:12 and James 1:25)

 

 

Sometimes we are afraid to do this because we think God will reject us if we don’t “measure up”. If
we begin with prayer, use the tools God has given (see above), agree with God about the results and
offer them back to Him, we can trust that He will “square up” what is out of plumb.  His purpose is
never to shame, blame or embarrass a humble,seeking heart, but to correct and strengthen what
remains so it can grow straight, tall and strong. Trust His love for you.

 

 

Q8- During the sermon we were reminded that we are gifts to one another in the community of
believers. This truth can sometimes present challenges.   Have you ever struggled to stay plugged
into fellowship?  What got you over the hump?

 

Maybe you’ve struggled because you feel like you don’t belong or you had nothing to offer another
person.  What advice would you give someone experiencing those types of insecurities?

 

Q9-What is one step you can take this week to intentionally devote yourself to the activities that make
for spiritual growth?


