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Getting to Know Me

 

Q1: When did God become more that a word to you?

 

Q2: While at the beach you decide to write a message in a bottle. What would it say? Who would you
like to find it and why?

 

Into the Word

 

Pastor Lee's Scripture for this week was Philippians 3:12- 21; a lesson from Paul urging his readers to
develop a mature attitude of setting the goal, and running the race of pursuing Christ. The more we
get to know Him, the greater our joy and reward. As Pastor Lee pointed out, three things should steer
us as we run our race to obtain the goal for Christ, determination, discipline, and destination. And
there are three things that we need to watch out for, deception, distractions and discouragement.

 

As we study the Scripture we can glean insight into many of life's lessons from men and women of the
Bible who ran the race for God. God had chosen Israel to run the race in fulfilling His redemptive plan
of restoring mankind back to a righteous relationship through the promised Messiah. Let’s take a look
at King Saul and evaluate his life race as God's choice for the leader of Israel in running this race in
fulfilling the promise.

 

Israel wanted a king as their leader, so God picked a man from among them who was youthful,
appropriately humble and from appearance stood out. A man of great physical courage, but did he
lack that constancy of purpose essential to greatness in Godly leadership? Would he get the heart of
God and fulfill the goal set before him, and run with it and complete what he was called to finish?

 

Read 1 Samuel 10:24; 13:8-14; 15:1-35

 

Q3: How did Saul get off track in the race that God had given him to run, and what caused him to get
distracted and fall into deception?

 



 

Q4: What was the evidence that Saul had not obeyed and carried out the instructions that God had
given to run the race?

 

For Saul to obey and destroy all the people, and animals would seem very harsh and ungodly in our
society today, but that was not the heart of God; God knew the heart of the pagan nations, they were
not innocent, they were idol worshipers full of corruption sacrificing their children in fire. God created
man to have a relationship with Him, not the world and the enemy of God. God's is love and all that
He does is out of that love for mankind. His desire is that we run our race in that love.

 

Q5: What was the heart of God's message to Saul when Samuel said, “Has the LORD as much delight
in burnt offerings and sacrifice as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and insubordination
is as iniquity and idolatry.” Was it about the correctness of what was sacrificed or obedience?

 

Application

 

Saul had some real victories at the beginning, but his kingship would go down in Scripture with
failures. King Saul could be summed up in a modern cliché: 'It's not how you start; it's how you finish'
he was given specific instructions to accomplish the goal before him; Saul failed to bear the test of
faith, and lost sight of the race and his full comment to God. As Christians we are appointed
Ambassador's for Christ; 2 Cor. 5:20. As an Ambassador for Christ we also have the Word of God for
our instructions in setting a goal of that eternal truth and love, it will equip us in running our race to
give witness and magnify Christ Jesus. We are instructed in Romans 12:2 “Do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you might prove what the will of
God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”

 

Q6: What is the role of an Ambassador, and what does it give you; do you see it in a different
perceptive in running life's race now that you are a Christian? Has today’s values changed how you
run your race from that of the Biblical moral views our fathers before us held?

 

Q7: What effect does obedience to the truth have in steering you on setting goals and running the
race as a Christian?

 

Q8: Have you seen circumstance make someone vulnerable enough to question God's way, and turn
to trust in self-achievement? This is what Saul did, he got distracted by the position, and the people
around him and it lead him off the track to his downfall. 

 

Q9: Have you ever been put in a situation that you were tempted to listen to people's reasoning over

what the Word says? If yes, how did you handle it?



what the Word says? If yes, how did you handle it?


