
July 12th, 2015 - Honor...The Power of Loyalty Towards Others

Philippians 2:19-30 

SBQ Author, Mike McArdle 

 

Getting to Know Me

 

Q1:  With the hustle and bustle of the summer, there are many sporting activities going on.  What type
of sporting activities are you involved in this summer?  Ex. coaching, playing a sport,  exercising,
boating, etc, etc…

 

Q2:  My family and I love the beach.  When we go to the beach we all have individual things that we
like to do while we are there.  My son loves to skim board; my wife loves to read and I love to play
catch with my son (baseball, lacrosse, frisbee, etc).  I also love to eat at at all the good seafood
restaurants! :-)  Are you a “beach family” or “beach person”?  If so, what are some of your favorite
activities to do at the beach?

 

Q3: I usually get up early most mornings to spend some quiet time with the Lord.  It always amazes
me that on the mornings that I don’t start my day with Daddy, throughout the day, things tend to not
go so well.  Do you spend quiet with the Lord?  If so, when and how often?

 

 

Into the Bible

 

Q4:  Merriam-Webster dictionary’s definition of loyalty is a feeling of strong support or love for
someone or something.  Pastor Lee shared the example of marriage loyalty and how husbands should
love and honor their wives.  Paul shares the loyalty and honor that Timothy and Epaphroditus had for
the people of Philippi.  In Proverbs it says, “Never let loyalty and kindness leave you! Tie them around
your neck as a reminder. Write them deep within your heart.” (Proverbs 3:3 NLT)  According to
scripture, Jesus said, “My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.” (John 15:12 NIV)
What do these scriptures mean to you?  Knowing the depth of love that Jesus has for us, how loyal do
you feel He is toward us and you toward Him?

 

Q5: Loyalty is a character trait of every Christian’s identity.  Sometimes, we lose our identity in Christ
and get lost in sin.  Pastor Lee shared how sometimes our hearts can turn to stone, which is a
dangerous place to be as a follower of Christ or a body of Christ.  In Genesis, the Bible tells us that
we get our image from Him not from the world.  “So God created human beings in his own image. In
the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.” (Genesis 1:27 NLT)  What does
this scripture say about our Father’s love and loyalty toward his children?

 



 

Q6: Calvin Coolidge said that loyalty is always the reward of what someone has given.  When God
gave Jesus to die on the cross, He paid the ultimate sacrifice.  God’s love for us is so great and so
immeasurable, that his loyalty toward us is the greatest reward and will never be matched.  How can
we honor God for His loyalty to us?  

 

 

Application

 

Q7:  Who in your life have you become un-loyal to, due to something they said or something they did
in the past?  Knowing God’s loyalty and love that lives in us by the power of the Holy Spirit, what are
some of the things that you can do today, to start the process of re-gaining your loyalty to that
person? 

 

Q8:  God’s perfect example of loyalty toward us and Jesus’ blood that was shed for us, He deserves
our never-ending praise; honor and glory.  What will you begin to do today to give God the glory and
praise that He deserves?

 

Q9:  According to scripture, we’ve all screwed up; forgotten our true identities in Christ and fall into
sin. “ For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.” (Romans 3:23 NLT)  What
are some things that we can do to protect our self from losing our identity; remain loyal to each other
and to our Lord Jesus Christ, as He remains loyal to us?


