
June 14, 2015, Honor-Learning to Think Like Christ
Scripture:  Philippians 2:1-11
Getting to Know Me
Q1:  On the last day of school, kids used to sing and chant, "School's out!  School's out!  Teacher let
the mules out!" (This was Kansas farm country.)  Most kids were elated and excited, but I felt sad and
lonely.  How did you feel about the last day of school?
Q2: Last Sunday we celebrated our recent graduates. Whether it was high school, college or graduate
school this represented a milestone in these people’s lives. What was an important milestone in your
life?
Q3:  When my brother was a young child, he was very troubled by unwelcome thoughts.  He would
come running to us confessing, "I just had a bad thought, I thought a bad thought!"  He was learning
to manage his conscience and moral compass.  As his much older big sister, I thought it was kind of
cute and funny, but it wasn't to him.  Tell about a time you had when your mind was running rampant
with undesired thoughts such as worry, anger, jealousy, etc.?  
Into the Bible
Q4: In our SBQ's we have been looking at Bible characters who embody the bold, unselfish, God-
fearing individual(s) that made a difference in their world.  Nehemiah was such a man, an out-spoken,
courageous servant of the Lord.  Living in Persia, he led a lofty life of privilege and prestige.  Upon
learning first hand of the defenselessness and disrepair of Jerusalem, he gave up his wealth and
comfort to follow God's plan for rebuilding the walls and unifying the people of Jerusalem.  Read
Nehemiah 1-11.  What was the first thing, besides weep and mourn, that Nehemiah did upon hearing
the sobering news regarding Jerusalem, God's holy city?  Why do you think he needed to do that?  
Q5:  Continuing on, read Nehemiah 2:1-6 and 5:1-13.  Identify scriptures that relate to Pastor Lee's
Five Practices of Bold Believers. If you find any, take note of them and explain how they relate. 
Q6:  Pastor Lee explained that the law is so important to believers because it represents the
perfection of Jesus; and grace is so important because the law is impossible to keep.  Therefore, bold
believers are overwhelmed by Grace AND Law.  When Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem he found not
only an imperfect, broken down, decimated city, but also, imperfect, broken people living separate
lives.  Now that the walls of the city had been built, perfected, and completed, Nehemiah gathered the
people together to hear the reading of the Book of the Law of Moses, probably the Pentateuch, the
first five books of the Bible.  The people were greatly distressed and repentant as the word was read. 
Ezra, who was reading the word, encouraged them to rejoice because God was willing to once again
forgive and protect them if they would humble themselves and be obedient to His law.  Why do you
believe that the reading of the Law corporately changed the hearts and lives of the people? 
If you care to read it yourself, read chapters eight and nine of Nehemiah.  
Application
Q7:  Pastor Lee stated that, from reading Matthew 19:13-14, the Kingdom of Heaven is about having
the mindset of a child.  Obviously, children can be whiney, selfish, stubborn, etc.  What do you think
Jesus was getting at in this scripture? 
Q8:  David Wilkerson said, "What does it mean to have the mind of Christ?  Simply put, it means to
think and act as Jesus did.  It means making Christ-like decisions that determine how we are to live. 
It means bringing every faculty of our mind to bear on how we actually can have the mind of Christ." 1
Corinthians 2:16 - "We {all can} have the mind of Christ."  How are you or how are you going to
actively seek the mind of Christ?  *Hint:  You might want to read John 15:1-8; Ps. 51:10; Ps. 139:23-
24.
Q9: Jesus prays for the unity of believers in John 17:20-25.  Because people are born strongly
wanting what SELF wants, there is nothing so difficult as one-mind unity.  Pastor Lee gave us the
example of the 1980 U. S. Olympic hockey team.  A group of young kids with one-mind unity defeated
the "Evil Empire."  One love, one goal, one mind, one purpose.  These are giant slayers.  Nehemiah
also used these tools to bring the Jews back to their God.  Why do you think that the church today
lacks unity and what can we (you) do about it?
Q10: Have you ever struggled to get your mind under control?   If so, write a paragraph about efforts
you have made to harness your untamed thought-life.  Why is it important to control your thoughts? 
What scriptures helped you?  Do you still struggle with an unwieldy mind?        



What scriptures helped you?  Do you still struggle with an unwieldy mind?        
Q11: Extra for those who want more:
If you are desperate to become more Christ-like and think like He does, you can start right now by
surrendering your desire for a comfortable, trouble-free life.  What else?  Name some things you need
to do. Go to www.rzim.org, A Slice of Infinity, "At the Border of Faith and Doubt," for a little Dietrich
Bonheoffer.  A short but enlightening read!

http://www.rzim.org/

