Upcoming Events
1/1

1/3

Happy New Year

6pm New Bible Study Series
For Adults & Teens/Young Adults
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6:30pm Men’s Meeting at
June Bailey’s Barn led by Danny

1/14 3pm Leadership Meeting

1/18 6pm Ladies of Grace
Hosted by Mary Payne

Happy New Year!
I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday! I know I really
enjoyed my time spent with my family! When I think of January
and what it brings, I seem to think first of resolutions and new
beginnings as we look forward to our future. As we are looking
ahead considering the things that we hope we can accomplish
this year, I challenge you to consider your priorities. There are
only so many hours in a day and how we spend them is an
important decision we make in our life. What is your highest
priority? Many would respond with the people in our lives, like
our relationship with family and friends. And those should be
among the priorities that we have and hold, but not the top!
Some of the things we spend most of our time on are things
that only last for a season of our lifetime. I believe that eternal
things should receive our highest priorities as we start 2018. I
believe that one of Satan’s greatest tools is busyness with
things that are good. Jesus challenges us that our earthly
relationships should be secondary to our relationship with
God. Scripture teaches us that our relationship with Jesus is
ultimately the highest priority. How much time, effort, energy
and money did we spend in 2017 on the relationship that is
the highest priority of your life? Let us strive together for
godliness and to know Jesus more every day in 2018

I AM A CHURCH MEMBER
Based on research of 557 churches from 2004 to 2010, nine out of ten churches in American are declining or
growing at a pace that is slower than that of their communities. Simply stated, churches are losing ground in
their own backyards. Another way of looking at it is generationally. About 2/3 of the Builder generation,
those born before 1946 are Christians. But only 15% of the Millennials are Christians. The Millennials are the
largest generation in America’s history with almost 80,000,000 members. They were born between 1980 and
2000. And we have all but lost that generation. We can blame it on the secular culture. And we often do.
We can blame it on the godless politics of our nation. We do that as well. We can even blame it on the
churches, the hypocritical members, and the uncaring pastors. Lots of Christians do that. But, could it be that
congregations across America are weak because many church members have lost the biblical understanding
of what it means to be a part of the body of Christ. Do we need to look in the mirror?
Those statistics? They can change. Starting with us. Beginning now.
As we begin our journey into this new year, there are six things that we can prayerfully consider to help us
discover (or re-discover) the joy of church membership.
1. Commit ourselves to building each other up. What kind of difference would it make if we made it a
point to encourage one another.
2. Recognize the value of every person. Every church has a broad range of personalities, which will mean
disagreement at some point, but never forget that Christ died for us all. Teach and model the belief that
everyone is important to God.

3. Keep our focus on what’s really important. Churches usually don’t split over major issues. They split
over trivial things. Most people leave the church over a minor issue. Focus on what’s really important.
4. Limit your liberty out of love for each other. When your liberty limits the work of God, then we have a
problem. We need to be aware that there are some things other people could probably get away with but
we can’t because we, as Christians, are being watched and it can hinder or ruin your witness.
5. Don’t force your opinion on others. On disputable matters, keep them between you and the Lord. There
are some that will be upset no matter what you do. Romans 12:18 say “As far as it depend on you, if it is
possible, live at peace with all men.”
6. Live by Faith. Develop Biblical convictions and be lovingly honest about them.
As you prayerfully consider these things, you should find yourself with a new attitude about your church. You
will be a unifier seeking what’s best for your church. Our Church will begin to change and become healthier.
Then it will have a great impact on our community and the world.
I am a church member.

From the desk of the Pastor

This is probably the most anticipated New Year moment of my entire ministry
life! We have the right people, we have the right passion, we have the right
potential, we have the right plan, we have the right purpose, and we have the
right property to reach over 50 of our family and friends in 2018!
God has given us 150 days of preparation, asking Him for great courage, great
faith, and great strength! We will receive over $50,000 towards the rebuilding of
our Building Funds through the Jubilee offerings. This is the seed money in
which we will continue to build our future together!
January will bring a month of prayer, preparation, and planning! Don’t miss any
of it! As we turn the calendar page we begin anew, a fresh start, an opportunity
to look success in the face as we charge forward into the faith of Kingdom work
together!
This is the year of Favour! We can’t afford to hesitate!
Let’s Go!

Bro. Steve

January Birthdays
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Tammy Dickey

1/6

Kameron Backs

1/10 Mary Payne
First Christian Church of Wayne City
201 N Main St.
PO Box 396

1/21 Judy Bailey
1/22 Sandra Taylor
1/31 Gary Bailey

Wayne City, IL 62895

618-895-2450

Pastor Steve Griswold
618-553-9648

We warmly invite you to become part of
our church family!

Sundays
Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Service 10:30am
Sunday Evenings 6:00pm

Wednesdays
Bible Study 6:00pm

Men’s Meetings -- First Friday of Month
Ladies of Grace -- 3rd Thursday of Month

On behalf of the “For Unto Y’All” cast a very special

“Thank you”
goes out to Rhonda Griswold for all her hard work in
helping us put on a greatly received and attended Christmas Play . Two of our local Churches dismissed their Sunday Night Services to come enjoy the play. I know the cast
had a lot of fun presenting the play for the crowd! Can’t
wait for the next one!

“Thank you”
Also goes out to Pastor Steve Griswold and our Leadership
team for the Cowboy Dinner that we all enjoyed before the
Christmas Play!

