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Financial Peace University and Generation
Change start this Sunday - it's not too late to
join! The average family sees an $8000 change
in their financial position over the 9 weeks of the
course. See below for details and the link to
sign up. 

Have a blessed weekend!

  
In His Service,
Susan Van Valkenburgh 
Communications Specialist

 

Discerning the Future
 
In last week's newsletter, Pr Erik provided
the congregation with an update on the
findings of the Long Range Planning
Team.  If you missed reading that article,
click here to go read it in its entirety. 
Two of the key findings of the Long
Range Planning Team, which echo the
findings of the work done for the church

profile when calling our present pastor, are an "increased focus on youth
and family ministries" and "personal spiritual growth." 
 
How do we as a congregation go about "painting the masterpiece" that is
the fulfillment of these areas?  Beginning this Sunday, January 10, during
the 10:00 a.m. Discipleship Hour, everyone is invited for a time of
discussion; a time to discern what we mean by an increased focus on
youth and families; a time to explore what is involved in personal spiritual
growth; a time to plan as a congregation the beginnings of a direction for
Christ the King.  The Rev. James A Clark, DMin, STS, will be facilitating
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this discussion throughout the three weeks.
 
These next Sundays are seen as only the first step in a process that will
take years to accomplish.  Following is a very brief outline of the 3
sessions - left brief on purpose to allow the Holy Spirit to work in and
through us as together we discern the will of God in this time and place.
 
Sunday, January 10

A brief report from the Long Range Planning Team
Study of scripture
Discussion of the Order of Baptism (ELW 225ff)
Martin Luther's writings

 
Sunday, January 17

Small group discussions to include topics such as your upbringing,
worship experiences and discipleship.

 
Sunday, January 24

Discussion on approaches and means to accomplish our
goals/objectives
Responses from the small groups shared

 
Again this is only a brief outline for the beginning of a process that will take
years to accomplish - along the way always discerning the will of the Spirit
among us.  We invite everyone to participate and to attend all three forums
if possible as each will build on the previous one. 
 
Together, we ask for the presence and the guidance of the Holy Spirit as
we begin to discern a path for Christ the King into the future; a future
thriving and overflowing with the presence of children and youth; a future
with the deepening of our spiritual lives together; a future where the
masterpiece that is being painted is vibrant and bright with the presence of
the Holy Spirit.
 
 
Peace,
Kathy Voerg, Business Manager 

 

Youth Sponsored Game Night!  

Next Friday, January 15, from 7:00 - 9:00
p.m. This is not just for youth!  Please join us
promptly at 7:00 p.m. for fellowship and
games.  Let's unplug for good old fashioned
fun.  Whether you are 9 to 90, come and

enjoy the feeling of true fellowship.  Let's build our community
together.  Contact Kristine Macauley at kristine@ctklutheran.com so
she can prepare snacks accordingly.
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January Quilting Bootcamp

Just a reminder that our Semi-annual 3
day sewing boot camp is Thursday,
January 14 - Saturday, January 16, from
10 - 2:30. Bring your lunch if you're
coming for the day. Also bring your
sewing machine, walking foot if you have

one, scissors, thread, and any other sewing supplies that you might wish to
use. 

Amy questions contact Cathie Gibbons at 678-923-2964
or catherinegibbons4@gmail.com

Last year, with everyone's help, we donated 2% of the quilts collected from
the southeast district. Let's try to increase our donation for this year.

 

New! Check in at the Office 

You'll soon notice a new sign on the door to
remind any and all who enter the building
during non-service hours to check in at the
office. To quote Mr. Dylan, "the times they
are a-changin'." Indeed they are. 

Without being alarmist, it's a fact that we can
no longer merely assume that any and all who walk through our doors are
on the up and up. For the safety of all, during the week, it is important that
the office personnel know who is in the building and when. Is the person
who just came in a current friend or a future one? A current member or a
potential one? 

Whenever you come in, we would appreciate the opportunity to greet you
and say "Howdy". So, if your intended travels in the building will not be
taking you past Kathy's office, please pop your head in mine just to let us
know you're in the building. This might be seen as an unnecessary
inconvenience for some - especially those who are accustomed to just
walking in and out - but "unnecessary" it isn't, nor should it be an
inconvenience. We want everyone to feel safe and welcome. Best we are
aware than be surprised. 

Here's thanking you in advance for your cooperation.

John Spencer

Administrative Assistant
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Annual Meeting of the
Congregation
January 31, 2016 at 10:00 a.m.

With the approval of the changes to the
Constitution of Christ the King Lutheran

Church of Cumming, Georgia, Inc. last year, the entire Annual Meeting
of the Congregation including all business, motions and voting will be
held at one meeting. This meeting is called for Sunday, January 31,
2016 at 10:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall. Items to be brought forward
and voted on at the meeting include the Proposed Spending Plan of
2016, candidates for council, and also members of the nominating
committee for 2016. Please plan to attend and to be part of the future
of Christ the King.

 

Candidates for Council

Nominee for President

Mark Spraker

Mark is married

to Ivy and they

have two children

(Benjamin, 15 and Piper, 11).  Mark has been a

member of Christ the King since 2009 and is a life -

long Lutheran.  He has served as the President of

Christ the King for the last two years.  He also sings with the Chancel Choir

and is a reader/worship assistant.  In previous congregations, he has

served as Treasurer, Secretary and President of the Council.  Mark brings

a great deal of experience in leadership, strategic planning and budget

preparation in the non-profit environment to the council.

Nominee for Financial Officer

Ron Larson

Ron is married to Linda (45 years) and they have

two children and 4 grandchildren.  Ron has been a

member of Christ the King since 2008 and a life -

long Lutheran.  He is completing his first 2 year

term on the Church Council as the Financial Officer.

He volunteers as a worship assistant and for the

Scrip program.  He served as a member of the Call Committee that called



Pastor Allen in 2014. In previous congregations he has served as Council

President and Financial Secretary.  Ron brings 40+ years of experience in

both private and public companies serving in positions as Treasurer, VP

Finance, Chief Financial Officer and President.  He prays that he will be led

by the Holy Spirit each day to serve others and be an example of what it

means to be a Christian.

Nominee for Member At Large

Jeanne Matthews

Jeanne is married to Clint (19 years) and they have

two dogs, Nelly and Bell.  Jeanne has lived in

Cumming and been a member of Christ the King

since 1999.  She has been involved with Stephen

Ministry, the Eucharistic Ministry and WELCA here

at CTK.  Jeanne brings faith, giving and mercy to the council. 

Nominee for Member At Large
John Macisak

John is married to Sue (46 years) and they have two
children and six grandchildren.  John has been a
member of Christ the King since 2012.  He is
currently a member of the Stewardship Committee
and the Chancel Choir here at CTK and has been
active in other Lutheran churches serving on
councils as vice-president and president.  John

brings a genuine care and concern for the financial well-being, spiritual
enrichment and growth of Christ the King to the council.

Nominee for Member At Large
Andrew Harwood

Andrew is married to Karen and they have two
children, Elizabeth (15) and Samuel (13). Andrew
has been a member of Christ the King since 2013.
In the past he has been the Contemporary Worship
leader at Good Shepherd in Alexandria, Va. Andrew
has a strong background in organizational skills,
musicianship and military leadership as well as a
strong desire to contribute back to society. He will bring dedication, loyalty,
honesty and patience to the council.

 



20th Annual Women's Retreat
Registration Open

March 4 - March 6, 2016
Location: Tanglewood Lodge

 Helen, GA

  
Come Thursday, March 3, 2016 and stay for free.

  
Scholarships are available

This will not apply to single bed registration
  Limited availability of a single bed at an additional cost

First Come First Serve Basis.
Registration forms are available on the bulletin board next to the

mailboxes in the Administrative Hallway
    

Registration Deadline: January 10, 2016
Late Registration Deadline: January 17, 2016
Questions please contact:  Stephanie Boylan

Stephanie.L.Boylan@gmail.com  or 404-906-6560

 

Financial Peace University and
Generation Change 

Financial Peace University and
Generation Change (for pre-teens and
teenagers) will be offered for 9 weeks
beginning THIS Sunday, January 10, at
5:30 p.m. While the adults explore the
benefits of FPU, the teens will have their

own class geared to helping them navigate the intricacies of the financial
waters as they mature. To sign up or for more information on Financial
Peace University please visit the website at daveramsey.com/findaclass.
For more information on Generation Change please contact Youth
Coordinator, Kristine Macauley at kristine@ctklutheran.com.

Learn God's ways of handling money with Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace
University! The average turnaround is $8,000 in just the first three months!
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Next Ruth/Ruby Circle

Come enjoy dinner out with the Ruby/Ruth
ladies at Baba's Gyro and Kabob on
January 11 at 7pm! Location is 2310
Ronald Reagan Blvd. Yes, that's it next to
the Shell station! It's really nice inside
and has great food and reasonable prices!
Check out the menu at
http://www.babasgyros.com

Please RSVP to Amy Barish at
amybarish@comcast.net

What is Ruby and Ruth Circle?

This is a group open to ALL women (of all ages) in the church to get to
know each other and support each other under the love of God. We meet
once a month for either dinners out, enrichment meetings or for service to
the church. Come whenever you can!
  
Have questions or ideas?
Wendy Kraby, wendy@kraby.com
Amy Barish, amybarish@comcast.net

Ruby/Ruth CIRCLE
A virtuous woman who can find? For her price is far above rubies. 
Proverbs 31:10

Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.
Ruth 1:16

 

Confronting Racism: A Holy
Yearning - January 14

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

Racism remains an enduring crisis in the United States. As Lutheran
Christians, we must continue our involvement in and commitment to the
important work of naming racism as a sin - a violation of God's intention for
humanity.

Please join me for another live webcast on "Confronting Racism: A Holy
Yearning" - Jan. 14 at 8 p.m. (CST). This conversation will focus on
offering a variety of perspectives on the U.S. criminal justice system. As
with the previous webcast, we will continue to ground the webcast by two
commitments. One is this church's proclamation of Christ and the
confidence that this good news brings to set us free from the captivity of
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racism. The second is this church's enduring commitment to address the
complexity of racism and end discrimination.

Joining me once again for this conversation is host William B. Horne II, an
ELCA member from Clearwater, Fla. Together we welcome:

Judge Yolanda Tanner, an ELCA member and an associate judge for the
Baltimore City Circuit Court. 
Leonard Duncan, an ELCA member who will share his experience of
incarceration, poverty and homelessness. Duncan is a student at the
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia and an ELCA Fund for
Leaders scholarship recipient.
Charlene Guiliani, an ELCA member and former police sergeant. Guiliani is
a student at Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, and an ELCA
Fund for Leaders scholarship recipient.

Through our church's social statements "The Church and Criminal Justice:
Hearing the Cries" and "Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture," the
ELCA collectively has expressed its calling to confront racism and
advocate for justice and fairness for all people. You can access these
social statements here. In addition, I have made several public statements
on behalf of the church on the subject. Those statements are available
here.

You may read more about this webcast at www.ELCA.org/webcast, where a
link to the live webcast will be provided. A live stream also will be available
at www.Facebook.com/Lutherans. If you would like to submit a question to
be considered during the live webcast, please send it to
livinglutheran@elca.org and provide your name and your congregation's
name, city and state.

Join me for this important conversation.

God's peace,

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

 

Calendar of the Week at Christ the King

     

Date Day Time Event
10-Jan Sunday Baptism of Our Lord

 8:00 - 9:00 Early Holy Communion
 8:30 - 11:15 Scrip On Sale
 9:00 - 10:00 Contemporary Holy Communion
 9:50 - 10:00 Fellowship Time
10:00 - 10:45 Envisioning Discussion & Forum



10:00 - 10:45 Sunday School/Discipleship Hour
11:00 - 12:00 Holy Communion
12:15 - 1:30 Christian Education Committee Meeting

12-Jan Tuesday 10:00 - 11:00 Christians In Action (CIA) Bible Study
 1:00 - 3:00 Lydia Circle
 7:00 - 8:00 Nostalgia

13-Jan Wednesday 10:30 - 11:30 Staff Meeting
 1:00 - 4:00 Mahjongg
 7:00 - 8:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal

14-Jan Thursday 10:00 - 2:30 LWR Sewcialbee Quilting
10:30 - 11:30 Safety Committee Meeting
 6:00 - 7:00 Bell Choir Rehearsal
 7:30 - 9:00 Praise Band Rehearsal

15-Jan Friday 10:00 - 2:30 LWR Sewcialbee Quilting
16-Jan Saturday 10:00 - 2:30 LWR Sewcialbee Quilting

10:00 - 2:00 WELCA Retreat Planning Meeting
17-Jan Sunday Second Sunday after Epiphany

 8:00 - 9:00 Early Holy Communion
 8:30 - 11:15 Scrip On Sale
 9:00 - 10:00 Contemporary Holy Communion
 9:50 - 10:00 Fellowship Time
10:00 - 10:45 Envisioning Discussion & Forum
10:00 - 10:45 Sunday School/Discipleship Hour
11:00 - 12:00 Holy Communion


