
           

December 18,  2015

 

This Sunday, following the Youth
Christmas Program at 11:00 a.m., all
are invited to a Saint Lucia Potluck.
Falling within the Advent season,
Saint Lucia Day is viewed as an
event signaling the arrival of
Christmas, pointing to the arrival of
the Light of Christ in the calendar on
Christmas Day. Pleas join us for this
fun and festive celebration.

  
In His Service,
Susan Van Valkenburgh 
Communications Specialist

 

Not a Silent Night
 

Earlier this week the Christians In Action

(C.I.A.) Bible Study group began a new

book entitled, Not a Silent Night: Mary

Looks Back to Bethlehem. Reflecting on

the humanity of Jesus, who came to

earth as a noisy, crying baby on that

holy, but not so silent night, the author

reflects on Mary's experience as the

mother of our Lord:

            As Mary learned, God doesn't promise a perfect, peaceful
life or a silent, holy night. She was blessed, God-favored, and
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grace-filled, yet her troubles did not end. That's how life was for
Mary, and that's how life is for us. Life doesn't go according to our
plans. Sometimes it's hard and painful and scary. Yet, in the
messiness of life, God is at work, bringing blessing out of pain.
That's the message of Christmas.[1]

As we approach Christmas, these words resonate with me. Christmas is a
difficult time of the year - a messy, noisy, (dare I say) crazy time. The
more we try to make "perfect," the less perfect it seems to turn out.
Indeed, everyone's idea of "perfect" is a little bit different. But then again,
God never intended Christmas to be "perfect" or to fit any one person's
plans. Instead, God came to earth incarnate. You see, the treasure we
celebrate at Christmas is that God came to earth in Jesus incarnate. That
means Jesus came to be one of us. Not "like" us, but one of us. Fully
human. And despite what certain Christmas hymns may suggest, such
humanity was and is far from silent.
 
Because Jesus came to earth as a baby. And babies cry. They babble,
they scream, and they sing alleluias. So, we can be certain, Jesus did all
these things too. Even the adult Jesus cries out in grief and in pain at
pivotal points in the gospel. And so, really, I should say, people cry. People
make noise.
 
At Christmas we celebrate that God came into our tearful and often
distracting world. That God chose to take on our humanity - all our
humanity - in all of its fragility, vulnerability, and yes, noisiness. To deny
this would be to deny both Christ's humanity and through it the thread that
connects us to Christ in his divinity and assures us of our salvation. It is
such a claim to a God incarnate - a God made one of us - that makes
Christianity unique.

In anticipation of Christmas Eve, the upcoming children's Christmas
program, and the increased attendance and attendant bustle that such
services often bring, I am struck even more by the power of the
incarnation. God came to earth as a baby, as one fed and comforted by his
mother. As he grew older, Jesus experimented with sound and with words,
sometimes speaking too loudly. He stumbled as he learned to walk, he
scraped his knees, and learned to navigate his growing limbs as an
adolescent.

 
Nor did the challenges stop as he grew older. Jesus caused commotion
and distraction in the synagogues as he healed during worship and on the
Sabbath. He stopped crowds to connect with and show mercy to the
outcast. He ate with the unclean and spoke words of grace to a man so
unruly that his own people had confined him to a graveyard outside of town.
 
"Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth," the adult Jesus
says, "I have not come to bring peace, but a sword" (Matt. 10:34). But
Jesus wasn't talking about going to battle or winning military victories - in
fact, quite the opposite. In a society in which the military proclaimed the
"Pax Romana" - the Roman peace of Caesar Augustus, won on the backs
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of the execution, enslavement, or imprisonment of anyone who threatened
to disturb this "peace," Jesus offered a stirring alternative.
 
Jesus disrupted the order. He confronted the status quo. He, in his divinity,
took on all the messiness and awkwardness of our humanity. So that true
peace - God's peace - could be won, not through one silent night or an
orderly service of worship free from distraction, but through the love and
care for all God's children in the midst of the messiness and distraction that
is human life.
 

As Jesus says in Matthew's Gospel, "Whoever loves father or
mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does
not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me...yet,
whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones
in the name of a disciple-truly I tell you, none of these will lose
their reward" (10:37-42).
 
 

So, this Christmas, let me be very clear about one thing: as a
congregation, God commands us to welcome the "little ones." God
commands us to set aside our love of family...or tradition...or even "peace"
in order to give these little ones the cup of salvation to drink.
 
When I was called to Christ the King over a year ago it was clear there was
a strong emphasis on reaching out and attracting families with children and
youth. This strong commitment to live into God's command, affirmed in
responses to our long range planning survey, is cause to rejoice! Yet, over
this past year, different understandings about how we are called to live into
this command have begun to stir anxiety that affect the "peace" of our
congregation, as little ones, like the Christ child, learn to navigate the
volume of their voices and the awkwardness of their limbs.
 
Some have constructed these issues in terms of "sides" - asking me to
choose and to restore the "peace." Some may even feel that I have chosen
my "side" due to my family, busy as it is with young children. I have not. If
there are "sides" to be had in any of this, the side that I have chosen and
will continue to choose is that of Christ - God incarnate, who came to the
world to bring not peace, but righteousness, in the person of a tiny, noisy
baby, and who when grown has shown us the depth of God's love on the
cross.
 
Yet, as I ponder the babe born in Bethlehem and look with hope toward the
future of Christ the King, I know that we must continue to engage and
wrestle with how we will live into Christ's command to welcome his little
ones as a community. To help begin this conversation, I invite you to join
me in a forum during the 10:00 AM Discipleship Hour on January 10, 17, &
24. There we will envision how we raise our children as disciples already
now in Christ's church and with hope for their continued participation in our
shared mission into the future.
 



In the meantime, for God's great, unexpected love, bestowed on us through
Christ incarnate, let us all give thanks!
 
Grace and Peace,
Pr. Erik

[1]  Hamilton, Adam. Not a Silent Night: Mary Looks Back to Bethlehem.
Abingdon Press. 2014.11.

 

Youth Program & Potluck

Youth & Children Program Sunday 
December 20 at 11:00 a.m.
This year's Advent Program begins with
preparing for the coming of the Christ
child and concludes with us worshiping

Christ with all our talents each and every day. The short musical portrays
the Advent story with readings from the Gospels of Luke and Matthew and
Advent songs. Please join the Children & Youth of Christ the King as they
prepare us for the coming of the Christ child this Advent season.  

Potluck following the Children's Program 
December 20 at Noon
Ruby/Ruth Circles will be hosting a Saint Lucia Potluck for the congregation
honor of our Youth and Children directly following the children's Christmas
musical at 11:00 a.m. Families are asked to bring entrees, appetizers, and
side dishes to share. The Ruby/Ruth Circles will be providing children-
friendly entrees and treats. Please email Wendy at wendy@kraby.com if
you have any questions or would like to help.

 

ChristMass Eve Services
Thursday, December 24

6:00 p.m. Family Service
Bring the whole family!

Scripture, Carols, Holy Communion
Nursery care available for children under the age of 3.

8:00 p.m. Candlelight Service
Special music begins at 7:30 p.m.
Scripture, Carols, Candlelight, Holy Communion
Nursery provided for children under the age of 3.

mailto:wendy@kraby.com


10:00 p.m. Candlelight Service
Special music begins at 9:30 p.m.
Scripture, Carols, Candlelight, Holy Communion

 

2015 Angel Tree - Deadline This
Sunday!

The Angel Tree is up in the narthex. This year
the emphasis is on clothing but there are non-

clothing options as well. We are sponsoring 51 children that would not
otherwise be likely to receive Christmas gifts. This year we will not be
bundling several Angels representing several items of clothing as we have
for the past two years.

1) To provide a gift, please pull white Angel(s) specifying the item(s) as
labeled on the Angel(s), purchase the item(s), return them unwrapped with
receipts and the Angels, and place them under the tree.

2) White Angels are for the gifts for children. Each child will receive three
gifts from our Angel Tree as well as a $25 gift card to either Target or
Walmart. You can purchase the gift cards at the Scrip Table in the
fellowship hall. 

Please return the gifts unwrapped with the Angels and receipts attached to
them as well as the $25 gift cards by Sunday, December 20. You can place
the gift cards in the wrapped box under the tree.

You can also support Outreach efforts for 2016 by donating Publix gift
cards, which support families in need, or checks/cash as specified on the
green Angels. The Publix gift cards can also be purchased at the scrip
table. You can place these donations in the box under the tree.

Thank you for your support of Angel Tree over the years and please
consider providing Christmas gifts for needy children during this holiday
season. 

 



Staff Gifts   

Envelopes are available on the Usher's table
in the narthex for those wishing to make a
monetary contribution to Staff Gifts. The
church does not budget a "bonus" for the
employees and so your generosity at this time
of year would be greatly appreciated. Should
you wish, you may instead send personal

gifts directly to the individual staff member. 

 ~ In Christ's peace, 
                                 The Congregation Council

 

God's Global Barnyard
 
Again this year Christ the King will be
providing families with pigs and cows,
ducks and chicks!  This year your
donations can again change lives:  a
chick for eggs, a cow for milk, a sheep
for wool.  With God's Global Barnyard,
you may choose an animal or make a
donation that will help to go for an animal

with other donations.  You are welcome to donate an animal in memory
and/or honor of an individual, ministry or organization. Please write Global
Barnyard on the memo portion of the check and place with the flyer in the
offering plate.  This year make a difference that will last into the future of
the lives of the people that receive this precious gift.  If you would like
more information on God's Global Barnyard, please see the flyer on the
Welcome Desk in the narthex.  The Deadline for contributions is this
Sunday, December 20.  

 

First Sunday of Christmas
Sunday, December 27 10:00 a.m. Service ONLY

Carol Sing with Holy Communion. Pick and sing your
favorite Christmas carols from Evangelical Lutheran
Worship (ELW)

 

Sunday School



Sundays, 10:00 - 10:45 a.m.

As the church prepares to enter the

season of Advent, please note the

class schedule for the youth and children of the church:

Sunday, December 20: Rehearsal for the Youth & Children's program for

participants. All other classes will meet as usual.

Sunday, December 27: No Sunday school classes. There will only be

ONE Worship Service at 10:00 a.m. that morning.

Sunday, January 3: All classes will meet as usual.

 

Youth Lock-In 
Saturday, January 2, bring your friends for an
evening lock-in of fellowship and service. We
will start at 10:00 p.m., eat our annual Steak-
N-Shake burgers and shakes and then back
to the church to Lock-In and have fun. The

event ends with waffles and attending the 9:00 a.m. service together.
Please bring a snack to share and especially packages of non-chocolate
snacks to send to soldiers overseas in honor of our members and their
families serving in our armed forces. RSVP to Kristine at
kristine@ctklutheran.com.

Thank you to the families of CTK and the preschool who participated in the
Christmas babysitting event. The youth provided this activity for 7 hours
and raised money towards their summer mission trip. Good job Brian,
Haley, Hunter, Caroline, Sophia and Reecey. ~ Kristine Macauley

 

20th Annual Women's Retreat
Registration Open

March 4 - March 6, 2016
Location: Tanglewood Lodge

 Helen, GA

  
Come Thursday, March 3, 2016 and stay for free.

  
Scholarships are available

This will not apply to single bed registration

mailto:Kristine@ctklutheran.com


  Limited availability of a single bed at an additional cost
First Come First Serve Basis.

Registration forms are available on the bulletin board next to the
mailboxes in the Administrative Hallway

    
Registration Deadline: January 10, 2016

Late Registration Deadline: January 17, 2016
Questions please contact:  Stephanie Boylan

Stephanie.L.Boylan@gmail.com  or 404-906-6560

 

Financial Peace University and
Generation Change 

Financial Peace University and
Generation Change (for pre-teens and
teenagers) will be offered for 9 weeks
beginning Sunday, January 10, at 5:30
p.m. While the adults explore the benefits
of FPU, the teens will have their own

class geared to helping them navigate the intricacies of the financial waters
as they mature. To sign up or for more information on Financial Peace
University please visit the website at daveramsey.com/findaclass. For
more information on Generation Change please contact Youth Coordinator,
Kristine Macauley at kristine@ctklutheran.com.

Learn God's ways of handling money with Dave Ramsey's Financial Peace
University! The average turnaround is $8,000 in just the first three months!

 

January Quilting Bootcamp

Don't forget to mark your calendars for
our January quilting boot camp. The
dates are Thursday, January 14 -
Saturday, January 16 from 10 - 2:30 each
day. 

Any questions contact Cathie Gibbons at 678-923-2964 or
catherinegibbons4@gmail.com
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Next Ruth/Ruby Circle

Come enjoy dinner out with the Ruby/Ruth
ladies at Baba's Gyro and Kabob on
January 11 at 7pm! Location is 2310
Ronald Reagan Blvd. Yes, that's it next to
the Shell station! It's really nice inside
and has great food and reasonable prices!
Check out the menu at
http://www.babasgyros.com

Please RSVP to Amy Barish at
amybarish@comcast.net

What is Ruby and Ruth Circle?

This is a group open to ALL women (of all ages) in the church to get to
know each other and support each other under the love of God. We meet
once a month for either dinners out, enrichment meetings or for service to
the church. Come whenever you can!
  
Have questions or ideas?
Wendy Kraby, wendy@kraby.com
Amy Barish, amybarish@comcast.net

Ruby/Ruth CIRCLE
A virtuous woman who can find? For her price is far above rubies. 
Proverbs 31:10

Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay.
Ruth 1:16

 

Confronting Racism: A Holy
Yearning - January 14

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

Racism remains an enduring crisis in the United States. As Lutheran
Christians, we must continue our involvement in and commitment to the
important work of naming racism as a sin - a violation of God's intention for
humanity.

Please join me for another live webcast on "Confronting Racism: A Holy
Yearning" - Jan. 14 at 8 p.m. (CST). This conversation will focus on
offering a variety of perspectives on the U.S. criminal justice system. As
with the previous webcast, we will continue to ground the webcast by two
commitments. One is this church's proclamation of Christ and the
confidence that this good news brings to set us free from the captivity of

mailto:amybarish@comcast.net
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racism. The second is this church's enduring commitment to address the
complexity of racism and end discrimination.

Joining me once again for this conversation is host William B. Horne II, an
ELCA member from Clearwater, Fla. Together we welcome:

Judge Yolanda Tanner, an ELCA member and an associate judge for the
Baltimore City Circuit Court. 
Leonard Duncan, an ELCA member who will share his experience of
incarceration, poverty and homelessness. Duncan is a student at the
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia and an ELCA Fund for
Leaders scholarship recipient.
Charlene Guiliani, an ELCA member and former police sergeant. Guiliani is
a student at Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, and an ELCA
Fund for Leaders scholarship recipient.

Through our church's social statements "The Church and Criminal Justice:
Hearing the Cries" and "Freed in Christ: Race, Ethnicity, and Culture," the
ELCA collectively has expressed its calling to confront racism and
advocate for justice and fairness for all people. You can access these
social statements here. In addition, I have made several public statements
on behalf of the church on the subject. Those statements are available
here.

You may read more about this webcast at www.ELCA.org/webcast, where a
link to the live webcast will be provided. A live stream also will be available
at www.Facebook.com/Lutherans. If you would like to submit a question to
be considered during the live webcast, please send it to
livinglutheran@elca.org and provide your name and your congregation's
name, city and state.

Join me for this important conversation.

God's peace,

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

 

Calendar of the Week at Christ the King

     

Date Day Time Event
20-Dec Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent

 8:00 - 9:00 Early Holy Communion
 8:30 - 11:15 Scrip On Sale
 9:00 - 10:00 Chancel Choir Cantata/Holy Communion
 9:50 - 10:00 Fellowship Time
10:00 - 10:45 Youth/Children's Program Rehearsal



10:00 - 10:45 Sunday School/Discipleship Hour
11:00 - 12:00 Youth/Children's Program & Holy Communion
12:00 - 1:15 Ruby/Ruth Circle Reception/Potluck
12:00 - 1:00 Outreach Meeting
 2:30 - 5:30 Scarazzo Recital

21-Dec Monday  7:00 - 8:00 Handbells Rehearsal
 7:00 - 8:30 Ruby/Ruth Circle
 8:00 - 9:30 Praise Band Rehearsal

22-Dec Tuesday 10:00 - 11:00 Christians In Action (CIA) Bible Study
23-Dec Wednesday 10:30 - 11:30 Staff Meeting

 7:00 - 8:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
24-Dec Thursday  6:00 - 7:00 Family Christmas Eve Service/Holy Communion

 7:30 - 8:00 Pre-Service Music
 8:00 - 9:00 Candlelight Christmas Eve Service/

       Holy Communion
 9:30 - 10:00 Pre-Service Music

10:00 - 11:00 Candlelight Christmas Eve Service/
       Holy Communion

25-Dec Friday Merry Christmas! The Savior is Born!
Office Closed

27-Dec Sunday First Sunday of Christmas
10:00 - 11:00 ONE Service Only

Carols and Readings Service/Holy Communion


