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 Welcome! Know that wherever 

you are in your faith journey, 

you are welcome to join us in 

our quest to discover God. We 

offer a variety of ways to grow 

in your faith, to serve the 

world, and to reach out to    

others with the love of                  

Jesus Christ. This newsletter is 

a little window into who we are 

as a faith community. We'd 

love to have you join us in   

worship on Sunday mornings, 

or if you would like more             

information, please contact 

us. Thank you and may God 

bless your search for Him.  

New to Mt. Tabor? 

Mt. Tabor’s Mission 

Statement 

 Our mission is to reach,     

welcome, and serve all people 

so that we and others can 

become fully devoted  disciples 

of Jesus Christ. 
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   “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 

me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and 

you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to 

visit me.‟” “Then the righteous will answer him, „Lord, when did we see you hungry 

and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a 

stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you?  When did we see you 

sick or in prison and go to visit you?‟ 

 “The King will reply, „Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.‟” Matthew 25:35-40 

 As a pastor there are many duties that we are responsible for: preaching, 

teaching, administration, leadership, visioning, visitation, counseling, organization; 

the list can go on and on. Some of these duties draw us closer to our members, and 

some are required to be done behind the scenes due to confidentiality. 
 

 One of the roles I have always enjoyed is hospital visitation. I enjoy being 

able to come and visit you and pray for you when you are sick. To sit with you while 

you wait in emergency rooms, or to encourage you during rehab. Unfortunately, this 

is becoming harder and harder to do as medical policies change. Years ago, it was 

common for the hospital to call your pastor or their secretary when you were         

admitted to the hospital or emergency room. Your medical file included not only 

your religion, but your church as well. Today they may still ask you your religion, 

but that is where it stops.  
 

 Gone are the days where the hospital calls the church and pastor. Today, if 

you want a visit from the pastor, you need to request that a call be made, either by 

the hospital, or by your family and friends to the church. Occasionally, we will be 

made aware through a friend calling, but more often than not, we do not find out 

until weeks have passed. This leaves our members feeling neglected or forgotten, 

and this breaks my heart as your pastor. 
 

 If you hear of fellow members that are sick and hospitalized, please           

encourage them to contact the church, or offer to do it for them. They may not know 

that the hospitals no longer keep churches informed or their members. I never want 

my church members to think that I didn’t care enough to come, but I cannot go if I 

do not know that there is a need. Please feel free to call the office any time you are 

needing prayer, or visitation. Sandy will track me down wherever I am and make 

sure that I know of your need, especially if you are in the hospital. 
 

 Wherever life takes you in the coming months, I hope you know how         

tremendously you are loved, and how grateful we are that you are a part of our    

family of faith! 

 

Your partner on the journey, 

Pastor Christy 

 “Pastor Christy’s Corner”               Pastor Christy Suffecool 
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   The Methodist Men met for      

breakfast Saturday, February 4th. 

Nine men and one boy were in                 

attendance. No one left hungry thanks to the          

leadership and cooking talents of Chief Chef, Randy 

Branch. The group agreed to continue to fully support 

the sponsored Paraguayan student, Nelson Peralta, 

who is a senior this year. There was a discussion      

regarding the making of small, white, wooden yard 

crosses as a fundraiser. Brad Boughman said he would 

experiment on an efficient manner of crafting them. 

   Several men transported three of the church's choir 

riser platforms to the high school to be used in an     

upcoming drama there.   

   The next two Methodist Men's meetings are         

scheduled for March 4th and April 1st at 7:30am. 

                        Dean Varian 

 

    The Book Club will meet on March 

20th. The book to be discussed is “Dinners 

with Ruth” by Nina Totenberg about the 

late Ruth Bader Ginsberg. 

  In April, Book Club will meet on the 10th to discuss 

the book “Remarkably Bright Creatures‟‟ by Shelly 

VanPelt. 

   *All meetings will be held at 3:30pm at the home of 

Sue Myers. Everyone is invited and encouraged to    

attend. Come and enjoy a great discussion and         

wonderful fellowship.                                                             

     Sue Myers         

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

March Women's History Month 

March 8 International Women's Day 

March 22 World Water Day 

March 22 United Women in Faith meeting 

April National Child Abuse Prevention Month 

April 9 Easter Sunday 

April 26 United Women in Faith meeting Akron      

Canton Food Bank 

   Your dollars at work: Alaska Child and Family           

Center providing programs and assistance to families 

in need in Anchorage, Alaska 

   Thanks to Pastor Christy for providing the initial 

program of the year: The State of Mt. Tabor and other 

programs for the community. March 22nd Deb Bayer 

Bredon will have the program in Fellowship Hall at 

noon.  Deb will deliver a Lenten message as she makes 

baklava.  Nuts, honey and unleavened dough were 

common food sources in biblical times. Deb will        

instruct us on the how - tos of making this treat.   

   April 26th we will return to the Akron Canton Food 

Bank. Carpooling from the church will leave at      

10:15am. Lunch on your own will follow in Canton.  If 

you have not joined us in the past, please consider           

attending this fellowship of women. We would love to 

see you there.   

   I believe I say this every year.  .  .  I'm so thankful we 

are Easter people.  Hallelujah!          

                 Kathy Hopkins 

Well, by now we all know what Burger and a Bible is. 

Many of you have attended at least one or more of 

them and had a great time. During the season of Lent 

I want to remind you to bring your friends to the next 

one. It’s a great way for them to meet members of our 

church in a casual environment. 

   March 15th we will be meeting at the Winking      

Lizard on Fulton Road. We are open to trying other 

locations, so if you know of a place that can easily     

accommodate 25 people and has great food and drinks, 

let us know! We will announce April 19th’s location 

once it is confirmed.                                                                                        

   Mt. Tabor has been invited to host the Tuscarawas   

District Spring Conference on April 22nd at 11am. We 

would love for everyone to participate somehow. That 

could be by attending the event or by assisting with 

hospitality. If you are interested in baking cookies, 

please let the office know. 

Thanks to everyone who supported the 

Christmas Card Tree. We received 

enough donations to give the East      

Canton Community Cupboard $100 for their food    

ministry. It was very much appreciated. 

Mt Tabor Quilters, Ruth Varian 
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   The youth group is back to meeting regularly and we are having fun! Thank you so 

much to everyone that supports this ministry. We have been having to adapt our plans 

due to  weather and schedule conflicts with school activities. Please confirm the dates in 

the Chimes before you decide to come out and join us. Below is the schedule for the next two months. Students, 

remember to watch which week you are leading! 

 

March 

5 Youth Group – Emma to Assist 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

12 Youth Group – Joel to Assist 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

18 Axe Throwing (Need Reservations by March 11th) 5:30 – 8:00 pm 

19 Youth Group – Keegan to Assist 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

26 Pancake Fundraiser After Worship                                                                         11:30 – 1:30 pm 

   

April 

2 Palm Sunday – Please come hide eggs for the kids.                                               10:30 – 11:30am 

 Youth Group - Messy Lesson 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

9 Easter Sunday – No Youth Group 

16 Youth Sunday Practice 6:00 – 8:00 pm 

23 Youth Sunday – Lead Worship (arrive by 9:45am)                                                 10:30 – 11:30 am 

 Go to Lunch afterwards                                                                                            12:00 – 2:00pm 

30 Prom Weekend - Movie Night! (Wear PJ’s bring snacks & Friends)                     6:00 – 8:00 pm 

Holy Week Schedule 
April 2nd – Palm Sunday – Easter Egg Hunt after worship for children from 0 to 5th grade. 

April 6th – Maundy Thursday service at 6:30 pm 

April 9th – Easter Sunday! 

  7:00 am Sunrise Service in the cemetery 

  7:30 am Easter Breakfast 

  9:30 am Sunday School Classes 

  10:30 am Easter Worship Service 

   Thank you to everyone that made soup or purchased soup from our youth group. We were able 

to raise $400 from the event. This helps to offset the costs for the kids bringing more friends to 

our various fellowship events. 

   Our second fundraiser has been rescheduled to March 26th. The youth will be hosting an        

All-You-Can-Eat Pancake dinner! We will provide pancakes, and a bar full of toppings to          

customize your pancakes however your heart desires. Come out and join us after worship on 

Sunday March 26th. We will begin eating after worship and the meal will go until 1:30pm or 

when we sell out, whichever is first.  

We would love to see everyone there! Dinner will be served in the fellowship hall.    
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Lenten Bible Study 

Max Lucado’s “He Chose the Nails” Bible study will begin March 2 and run through 

March 30 at 1pm in the Library. This video session reveals the love of Jesus and his 

gift of the cross. The only act for our salvation was the shedding of blood, yet God did 

so much more. Join us as we dive into discussion questions, explore the Bible and do 

our own personal study in between sessions.   

 Board Meetings are scheduled for  

March 21st and April 18th  

at 6pm.  

“The Chosen” 

Stay tuned for details on the viewing of “The Chosen.” This drama about the life of Jesus Christ       

introduces Jesus and the calling of his initial disciples, with discussion after each episode. “He gave 

us more than we needed.” We will dig deeper into the key moments and people in the Gospels.          

Imagine Jesus saying to you “follow me.”  Coming soon. 

  

IT’S TIME TO ORDER EASTER FLOWERS! 

__________ TULIPS (6 1/2 inch pot ) - $9.50 each 
 

__________ HYACINTHS (6 1/2 inch pot) - $9.50 each 
 

__________ LILIES (6 1/2 inch pot) - $11.00 each 

 

__________ DAFFODILS (6 1/2 Inch pot) - $9.50 each 

 
   

__________ GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
 

__________ GIVEN IN LOVING MEMORY OF: ______________________________________ 
         (please print clearly) 

 

__________ GIVEN IN HONOR OF: ________________________________________________ 

         (please print clearly           

GIVEN BY:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

      

(Please place your order in an envelope marked “Easter Flowers” and put in the offering 

plate or return to the church office.)  PLEASE PAY FOR FLOWERS WHEN ORDERING.   

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO MT. TABOR U.M.C.   

DEADLINE FOR ORDERS IS SUNDAY MARCH  12th 
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   Greetings. I have a bit of good news this issue. There were some generous donations in          

December, which helped the General Fund end in the black.  Offerings for this year are slightly 

ahead of 2022's and a bit over budget. However, the budget projects a loss for the year. Please 

“Keep doing good works and sharing your resources, for these are sacrifices that please God.”    

Hebrews 13:16, The Jerusalem Bible     

 The first graphic below covers just the General Fund.  The other graphic includes Capital Improvement 

and Benevolence offerings.  Blessings       Charlotte Schweitzer 

Average Weekly:  thru January (5 w eeks ) Percent change from prior year

2020 2021 2022 2023 '20 to  '21 '21 to  '22 '22 to  '23

Budget* 3,578.92 3,406.62 3,355.75 2,573.58 Budget -4.81% -1.49% -23.31%

Actual 2,770.40 2,082.00 2,218.00 2,454.40 Actual -24.85% 6.53% 10.66%

Short  (808.52)  (1,324.62)  (1,137.75)  (119.18)

% of 77.41% 61.12% 66.10% 95.37% Net -20.04% 8.02% 33.97%

Budget    change: negative positive positive

General Fund Receipts vs Expenses

Month Offerings Other Receipts Expenses Net

Through Nov. 112,159.52 4,517.10 -131,763.15 -15,086.53

December 15,402.00 254.40 -12,148.01 3,508.39

127,561.52 4,771.50 -143,911.16 -11,578.14

General Fund balance 1/1/2022 12,888.61

Poinsettias – not paid by 12/31/22 300.60

General Fund balance 12/31/22 1,611.07

Jan. 2023 11,476.00 432.50 -12,440.05 -531.55

Poinsettia fundraiser cost paid January 2023 -300.60

Payroll taxes withheld, not yet remitted 336.01

General Fund balance 1/31/23 1,114.93

Offerings – Church Budget line on offering envelope

Other Receipts – designated offerings such as Blessings Cupboard,

Backpack program, VBS, etc.  Includes receipts other than offerings .

WEEK # 2022 2023 Change Budget 

1 2,369.00 2,304.00  (65.00) 2,573.58 

2 2,072.00 2,868.00 796.00 2,573.58 

3 3,409.00 2,177.00  (1,232.00) 2,573.58 

4 1,010.00 2,674.00 1,664.00 2,573.58 

5 2,230.00 2,249.00 19.00 2,573.58 

6 2,709.00 3,989.00 1,280.00 2,573.58 

7 4,285.00 2,351.00  (1,934.00) 2,573.58 

YTD 18,084.00 18,612.00 528.00 18,015.06 

Reminder: the 2023 budget is based on expected offerings. Prior years' budgets were based on expected                     

expenditures. 
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