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  The Case for Christ 

   Lee Strobel 

 

Part 1: Examining the Record 

 The Eyewitness Evidence 

 Testing the Eyewitness Evidence 

 The Documentary Evidence 

 The Corroborating Evidence 

 The Scientific Evidence 

 The Rebuttal Evidence 



 

• How can we be sure the biographies of Jesus were handed down to 
us in a reliable way? 



The New Testament 

• MORE THAN 5000 in Greek  

• Dating to within a few generations of the writing 

• Also in Latin, Syraic and Coptic 

• Secondary translations in Armenian, Gothic, Georgian, and Ethiopian 

• Quotations from the New Testament in commentaries, sermons and letters 

 

 



• The Scrap That Changed History 

• A Wealth of Evidence 

• Examining the Errors 

• The Books of the New Testament 

• The “Secret Words” of Jesus 

• Apocrypha 

 

 



The Scrap That Changed History 
 

The earliest portion of the New Testament that exists today is:  

• a fragment from the gospel of John from chapter 18 

• It is 2.5 by 3.5 inches on papyrus 

• It contains 5 verses, 3 on one side and 2 on the other 

• It is from the style of the script,  

• It originated between A.D. 100-150.   

• It was found in Egypt, a long way from the point of origin in Ephesus, 
Turkey. 

 



A Wealth of Evidence 
 

• The total of Greek manuscripts is 5,664 

• There are 8,000-10,000 Latin Vulgate manuscripts  

• Plus 8,000 Ethiopic, Slavic, and Armenian manuscripts for a total of 
about 24,000 manuscripts in existence. 

 

• There is no other ancient manuscript with more copies in existence! 

•  There is no other ancient writing with a shorter interval between 
the composition of the book and the date of the earliest 
manuscript! 

 



Examining the Errors 
Critics:  
• perhaps 200,000 “errors” in the manuscripts of the New Testament.   
• Numerous so-called “variants” are found.  These are due to a variety of 

causes but do not overthrow any doctrine of the church. 
There are several factors to consider:   
• It doesn’t matter what order Greek words are in a sentence so those kinds 

of variants do not change the meaning. 
• A single word misspelled in 2000 documents is counted as 2000 variants, 

even though it is really only one word.  
• All of these “errors” are minor in meaning and do not change a single 

doctrine of the church.   
The New Testament has not only survived in more manuscripts than any 
other book from antiquity, but it has survived in a purer form than any 

other great book—99.5 percent pure. 
 



The Books of the New Testament 

 

The early church followed 3 rules to determine which documents to 
include in the New Testament: 

1.  The book had to be written by an apostle (who was an eyewitness) or the 
follower of an apostle. 

2.  The book had to agree with what the church was already doing and teaching. 

3.  The book had to be widely accepted and used. 

 

• Most of the New Testament was accepted within 200 years among very diverse 
congregations over a wide area.   

• The documents that were not accepted in the canon were written from 200-500 
years later and given names unrelated to their real authorship.   



The “Secret Words” of Jesus 

 

Gospel of Thomas:  

• there are some sayings of Jesus that agree with the gospels,  

• there are a number of sayings that are completely opposed to the 
gospels.   

• the church councils in the 5th century and later did not conspire to 
exclude the Gospel of Thomas.  It excluded itself by not agreeing with 
commonly accepted accounts. 

 



The “Secret Words” of Jesus 

 

Gospel of Thomas:  

• Aka “pseudepigraphia” 

• were written much later by authors claiming falsely to be apostles.   

• They are fanciful and heretical, absurd and impious.  

• more myth than history  

 

The canon is a list of authoritative books more than it is an 
authoritative list of books.   

 







 


