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Why People Don’t Believe:
1. The Power of Religion
2. Reason To Fear
3. Religion and Violence: A Closer Look
4. Is Christianity Irrational and Devoid of Evidence?
5. Is Christianity Anti-Scientific?
6. Is Biblical Morality Appalling?
7. Living the Way Jesus Calls Us to Live
8. Christianity’s Gifts to the World
9. Is There a Way Forward? True Religion

Two Areas of Need:

• The need for people of faith to hear and truly understand the
concerns and challenges raised against religion
• The need to engage in thoughtful and frank dialogue with those
who raise such objections
Three Aims of The Book:
• Accurately represent the concerns and challenges raised against
religious faith, particularly those against Christianity
• Respond to those challenges

• Examine the many god and humane contributions Christianity has
made to the world throughout the past two thousand years

A “biblical worldview”:
• absolute moral truth exists;
• the Bible is totally accurate in all of the principles it teaches;
• Satan is considered to be a real being or force, not merely symbolic;
• a person cannot earn their way into Heaven by trying to be good or
doing good works;
• Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth;
• and God is the all-knowing, all-powerful creator of the world who still
rules the universe today.

“New Critics of Religion”
• Sam Harris
• Richard Dawkins
• Daniel Dennett
• Christopher Hitchins

The New Naysayers, Newsweek, September 11, 2006
http://www.newsweek.com/new-naysayers-109697

“New Critics of Religion”
Sam Harris

“New Critics of Religion”
Richard Dawkins
• English ethologist, evolutionary biologist, and writer
• emeritus fellow of New College, Oxford,
• the University of Oxford's Professor for Public Understanding of Science
from 1995 until 2008
• atheist, a patron of the British Humanist Association, and a supporter of
the Brights movement
• The Blind Watchmaker (1986)
• introduced into evolutionary biology
• written several science books, and makes regular television and radio
appearances, predominantly discussing these topics
• The God Delusion (2006)
• founded the Richard Dawkins Foundation for Reason and Science

“New Critics of Religion”
Richard Dawkins
Publications:
• The Selfish Gene 1976
• The Extended Phenotype 1982
• The Blind Watchmaker 1986
• River Out of Eden 1995
• Climbing Mount Improbable 1996
• Unweaving the Rainbow 1998
• A Devil's Chaplain 2003
• The Ancestor's Tale 2004
• The God Delusion 2006
• The Greatest Show on Earth: The Evidence for Evolution 2009
• The Magic of Reality: How We Know What's Really True 2011
• An Appetite for Wonder: The Making of a Scientist 2013
• Brief Candle in the Dark: My Life in Science 2015

“New Critics of Religion”
Richard Dawkins
How Chamberlain describes him:
• God is “arguably the most unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous
and proud of it; a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive,
bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, homophobic, rasict,
infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, pestilential, megalomaniacal,
sadomasochistic, capriciously malevolent bully.”

“New Critics of Religion”
Richard Dawkins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTXN5nOstRs

A “biblical worldview”:
• absolute moral truth exists;
• the Bible is totally accurate in all of the principles it teaches;
• Satan is considered to be a real being or force, not merely symbolic;
• a person cannot earn their way into Heaven by trying to be good or
doing good works;
• Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth;
• and God is the all-knowing, all-powerful creator of the world who still
rules the universe today.

http://www.breitbart.com/national-security/2016/01/12/professional-atheist-dawkins-says-christianity-bulwark-against-something-worse/

Professional Atheist Dawkins Says Christianity ‘Bulwark Against
Something Worse’
“There are no Christians, as far as I know, blowing up buildings,”
Dawkins said. “I am not aware of any Christian suicide bombers. I am
not aware of any major Christian denomination that believes the
penalty for apostasy is death.”
In a rare moment of candor, Dawkins reluctantly accepted that the
teachings of Jesus Christ do not lead to a world of terror…”
2010

