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Why People Don’t Believe:
1. The Power of Religion
2. Reason To Fear
3. Religion and Violence: A Closer Look
4. Is Christianity Irrational and Devoid of Evidence?
5. Is Christianity Anti-Scientific?
6. Is Biblical Morality Appalling?
7. Living the Way Jesus Calls Us to Live
8. Christianity’s Gifts to the World
9. Is There a Way Forward? True Religion

Two Areas of Need:

• The need for people of faith to hear and truly understand the
concerns and challenges raised against religion
• The need to engage in thoughtful and frank dialogue with those
who raise such objections
Three Aims of The Book:
• Accurately represent the concerns and challenges raised against
religious faith, particularly those against Christianity
• Respond to those challenges

• Examine the many god and humane contributions Christianity has
made to the world throughout the past two thousand years

“when these allegations are laid out in greater detail and
Christians begin to catch a glimpse of the message and
passion of the critics, they are usually shocked and
bewildered.”
-Paul Chamberlain
Why People Don’t Believe, p.13

“New Critics of Religion”
• Sam Harris
• Richard Dawkins
• Daniel Dennett
• Christopher Hitchins

The New Naysayers, Newsweek, September 11, 2006
http://www.newsweek.com/new-naysayers-109697

“New Critics of Religion”
Sam Harris
• American author, philosopher, and neuroscientist
• B.A. in philosophy (Stanford, 2006)
• Ph.D. in cognitive neuroscience (UCLA, 2009)
• co-founder and chief executive of Project Reason
• critic of religion and proponent the "New Atheism“
• member of the advisory board of the Secular Coalition for America

“New Critics of Religion”
Sam Harris
Publications:
• The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and the Future of Reason (2004).
• Letter to a Christian Nation (2006).
• The Moral Landscape: How Science Can Determine Human Values (2010)
• Lying (2011)
• Free Will (2012)
• Waking Up: A Guide to Spirituality Without Religion (2014)
• Islam and the Future of Tolerance (2015)

“New Critics of Religion”
Sam Harris
How Chamberlain describes him:
• Has launched a full frontal assault on religion and the destruction it causes
in our world
• Religion has become “a living spring of violence”
• Most people in the world believe a creator has written a book, and that
that book is infallible. There are many such books.
• “Intolerance is intrinsic in every creed.”
• Our very survival is at stake

“New Critics of Religion”
Sam Harris
• religion is especially rife with bad ideas, calling it "one of the most
perverse misuses of intelligence we have ever devised“
• "We don't have a word for not believing in Zeus, which is to say we are all
atheists in respect to Zeus. And we don't have a word for not being an
astrologer“
• "we all just achieve a level of intellectual honesty where we are no longer
going to pretend to be certain about things we are not certain about“
• he advocates a benign, noncoercive, corrective form of intolerance,
distinguishing it from historic religious persecution

“New Critics of Religion”
Sam Harris
• Criticism of Abrahamic religions (Judaism, Christianity, Islam)
• "The Indian tradition is comparatively free of problems of this kind.“
"Indian tradition" includes Advaita Vedanta and Buddhism
On free will:
• science "reveals you to be a biochemical puppet."
On spirituality, mysticism, and the paranormal:
• "nothing irrational about seeking the states of mind that lie at the core of
many religions. Compassion, awe, devotion and feelings of oneness…”

“New Critics of Religion”
Sam Harris

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSdGr4K4qLg

“New Critics of Religion”
Richard Dawkins
• English ethologist, evolutionary biologist,[6] and writer. He is a
• emeritus fellow of New College, Oxford,[7] and was
• the University of Oxford's Professor for Public Understanding of Science from 1995 until 2008.[8]
• atheist, a patron of the British Humanist Association, and a supporter of the Brights movement
• Critic of creationism and intelligent design. In his 1986 book The Blind Watchmaker, he argues
against the watchmaker analogy, an argument for the existence of a supernatural creator based
upon the complexity of living organisms. Instead, he describes evolutionary processes as
analogous to a blind watchmaker
• introduced into evolutionary biology the influential concept that the phenotypic effects of a gene
are not necessarily limited to an organism's body, but can stretch far into the environment,
including the bodies of other organisms.
• He has since written several popular science books, and makes regular television and radio
appearances, predominantly discussing these topics. In hi
• s 2006 book The God Delusion, Dawkins contends that a supernatural creator almost certainly
does not exist and that religious faith is a delusion—"a fixed false belief".[11]:
• founded the Richard Dawkins Foundation for Reason and Science to promote the teaching of
evolution and to counteract those who advocate classroom programmes that teach against
evolution.
• joined the global awareness movement Asteroid Day as a "100x Signatory".[

“New Critics of Religion”
Richard Dawkins
Publications:
• The Selfish Gene 1976
• The Extended Phenotype 1982
• The Blind Watchmaker 1986
• River Out of Eden 1995
• Climbing Mount Improbable 1996
• Unweaving the Rainbow 1998
• A Devil's Chaplain 2003
• The Ancestor's Tale 2004
• The God Delusion 2006
• The Greatest Show on Earth: The Evidence for Evolution 2009
• The Magic of Reality: How We Know What's Really True 2011
• An Appetite for Wonder: The Making of a Scientist 2013
• Brief Candle in the Dark: My Life in Science 2015

“New Critics of Religion”
Richard Dawkins
How Chamberlain describes him:
• God is “arguably the most unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous
and proud of it; a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a vindictive,
bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, homophobic, rasict,
infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, pestilential, megalomaniacal,
sadomasochistic, capriciously malevolent bully.”

“New Critics of Religion”
Richard Dawkins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FTXN5nOstRs

“New Critics of Religion”
Daniel Dennett
• American philosopher, writer, and cognitive scientist
• research centers on the philosophy of mind, science,
and biology, particularly as those fields related to
evolutionary biology and cognitive science
• co-director of the Center for Cognitive Studies,
• professor at Tufts University
• atheist and secularist
• member of the Secular Coalition for America advisory board
• one of the "Four Horsemen of New Atheism", along with Richard
Dawkins, Sam Harris, and the late Christopher Hitchens
• outspoken supporter of the Brights movement

“New Critics of Religion”
Daniel Dennett
Publications:

“New Critics of Religion”
Daniel Dennett
How Chamberlain describes him:
• “We often find human beings setting aside their personal interests,
their health, their chances to have children, and devoting their entire
lives to furthering the interests of an idea that has been lodged in
their brains… How did just one species, Homo sapiens, come to have
these extraordinary perspectives on their own lives?”

