Cain's Wife: It Really Does Matter!
Impact Hour
March 6, 2016
Cornerstone Community Church
Clay Stidham, Jr.
Cite this article: Kenneth Ham. 1993. Cain's Wife: It Really Does Matter!. Acts & Facts. 22 (11).

Where did Cain Get His Wife?
• One of the most difficult and challenging questions that can be posed to
biblical literalists and biblical creationists is "Where did Cain get his wife?"
• Leading Creationist proponent Ken Ham states:
• “The fact that I am asked about Cain’s wife so often by Christians and non-Christians,
tells me three things:
• First, the church, by and large, either has not given, or cannot give the answer to his question;
• Second, this question is obviously a problem to many Christians, and the fact that they cannot
answer it, causes many, I believe, to doubt that they can defend the book of Genesis. This also
affects their witnessing to non-Christians;
• Third, for many non-Christians, this is a stumbling block hindering them from believing that
they can trust the Bible as being a true record of history, from the first book, Genesis,
onwards.

Where did Cain Get His Wife?
• But, besides the fact this is an easy question to answer, does it really
matter whether or not we can answer it? Should we make an issue of
this or not?
• First of all, it is vitally important for the Christian to be able to
answer this question, as it relates to defending the fact that all
humans are descendants of Adam and Eve; and,
• Secondly, that it is only their descendants that can be saved. Let me
go through these two aspects in some detail.

CRITICAL ISSUE 1. All humans are descendants of Adam and Eve.

• In Genesis 4:1,2, we read, "And Adam knew Eve his wife: and she
conceived, and bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a man from the LORD.
And she again bare his brother Abel."
• And in Genesis 5:3, we read, "And Adam lived a hundred and thirty years,
and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image: and called his name
Seth."
• In other words, we are told certain details about three sons born to Adam
and Eve. But we are not given additional information about any other
children, no girls, and no timeframes to provide a clearer context of exactly
when in the 930 years of Adam’s life that this occurred.
• But the answers we are looking for are CLEARLY ESTABLISHED (in a faith
based context) by maintaining a literal truth framework, and interpreting
scripture with scripture.
• It is recorded in Genesis 3:20, "And Adam called his wife's name Eve;
because she was the mother of all living." Thus all human beings are
descendants of the first woman, Eve. There were no other women—just
one woman, Eve.

CRITICAL ISSUE 1. All humans are descendants of Adam and Eve.

• In I Corinthians 15:45, Paul tells us that "the first man Adam was made a
living soul."
• In other words, Adam was the first man—there were no other men at the
beginning.
• And in Acts 17:26, Paul states that the God who made the world "hath
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the
earth.“
• All human beings are related, because they are all descendants of the first
man, Adam, and the first woman, Eve.
• This is quite a different story than Darwinian Evolution, and this truth
makes a fallacy of the concept of “Race”, as advanced by Charles Darwin in
his famous work:
• On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of
Favoured Races in the Struggle for Life…

• Rarely do you hear the full title of Darwin’s book because it so offends in
this era, and is the primary basis for the modern secularistic/scientific
worldview

A semi-upright
walking
contradiction:
Darwin's View on
Slavery

Charles Darwin and his family were committed to the abolitionist cause from his youth. Ironically, his studies of ants while working
on “Origin” led him to spend several pages addressing apparent “slave-making instinct”.
Darwin begins by “doubting the truth of so extraordinary and odious an instinct as that of making slaves” (p. 220). Then after giving his
own observations he says: “Such are the facts … in regard to the wonderful instinct of making slaves” (p. 223).
Darwin then suggests that “the habit of collecting pupae for food might by natural selection be strengthened and rendered permanent
for the very different purpose of raising slaves. When the instinct was once acquired … I can see no difficulty in natural selection
increasing and modifying the instinct—always supposing each modification to be of use to the species—until an ant was formed as
abjectly dependent on its slaves as is the Formica rufescens.” (p. 224).
“ … it is far more satisfactory to look at such instincts as … ants making slaves … not as specially endowed or created instincts, but as
small consequences of one general law, leading to the advancement of all organic beings, namely, multiply, vary, let the strongest live
and the weakest die” (pp. 243–244).
Thus, for Darwin, slavery was the result of natural selection and an absolute necessity in the case of F. rufescens. He wrote: “This ant is
absolutely dependent on its slaves: without their aid, the species would certainly become extinct within a single year” (p. 219).
This begs the question:

•

If slavery is the result of natural selection, … why should it be so abhorrent to Darwin in his own species, Homo sapiens?

•

However, if slavery is the result of natural selection, and the means by which this ant species survives, as well as being such a
wonderful instinct in nature, why should it be so abhorrent to Darwin in his own species, Homo sapiens?

Darwinism—used to justify slavery
•

Contrary to popular belief, racism did not cause New World slavery, but rather slavery exacerbated racism as people looked for
justification for their practices

•

But by proclaiming that all human beings had descended from the same source, namely “a hairy quadruped, furnished with a tail
and pointed ears, probably arboreal in its habits”, Darwin gave the slavery lobby the ultimate in ‘scientific’ justification to claim
that blacks were subhuman. It was simple—they had not yet evolved as far towards human-ness as whites.

•

Stephen Jay Gould (1941–2002), a leading evolutionist, Marxist, and staunch anti-racist, admitted: “Biological arguments for racism
may have been common before 1850, but they increased by orders of magnitude following the acceptance of evolutionary
theory.”28

•

In fact, some of the best arguments against slavery are ones that Darwin not only abhorred but developed his theory to combat,
namely:
•

“God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them” (Genesis 1:27) and that
subsequently, God “made of one man every nation of mankind” (Acts 17:26).29

•

Conclusion

•

It is true that Darwin hated slavery of one human being by another, but slavery that he observed in nature he described as natural
selection in action, and beneficial. In no way did he use either of his two major books on evolution as an anti-slavery platform. Nor
was anti-slavery his reason for developing his theory of evolution.

•

Desmond and Moore fail in their attempt to canonize Darwin, and whitewash the social effects of Darwinism, which led to the
Holocaust,30 (if this was their motive). Darwin did indeed have a cause, but hardly a sacred one—not the abolition of slavery, but
the abolition of God.

Where are the other women besides Eve?
• As marriage in the Bible specifies one man for one woman for life, this means Christians have to
be able to explain how Adam and Eve's sons could marry and have children to propagate the
human race. Thus we need to be able to answer the question concerning Cain's wife.
• One can actually answer this question with just a little Bible knowledge.
• Genesis 5:4 tells us that Adam and Eve "begat sons and daughters."
• Josephus, the Jewish historian, states that "The number of Adam's children, as says the old
tradition, was thirty-three sons and twenty-three daughters."
• The point, of course, is that Adam and Eve did have many children.
• Therefore, brothers must have married sisters at the beginning.
• Remember that the law against close intermarriage was not given until the time of Moses
• —e.g. "none of you shall approach to any that is near of kin to him" (Leviticus 18:6).

• There was nothing wrong with brother and sister marriages, originally. If you think about it, that is
the only way to populate the world, starting with only one pair.
• That would not have been such an odd concept and it would completely lack today’s social stigma
if that was the only reality you understood (i.e. say there are only 4 people on the Earth…Adam,
Eve, Brother, Sister…and a command from God to be fruitful and multiply)
• Notice that Abraham married his half sister with no condemnation from God, even though this
was later forbidden.

What about birth defects?
• Adam and Eve were created perfect, their genes would have been
perfect. As the curse God placed upon creation started to operate
only after they sinned, their descendants would not have had many
mistakes in their genes. These mistakes (harmful mutations) add up
only after a long period of time.
• So brothers and sisters (Adam and Eve's children) could have married
and not had the problems of deformities in their offspring as might
well happen today, if such close relatives married and had children.
• This is because today humans have lots of mistakes—because of the
curse—in their genes. This may cause problems when matching pairs
are inherited from both parents, as is much more likely with close
intermarriage.

There had to be other people?!?
• Some people, though, say that there must have been people other than
Adam and Eve, because Cain went to the land of Nod and found his wife
(He was also afraid of retribution and seems to react as though these
people are strangers).
• First of all, the Scriptures quoted above make it obvious that there was
only one man and one woman from whom came all other human beings.
• Secondly, the Scripture says that Cain went to the Land of Nod and "knew"
(had sexual relations with) his wife. John Calvin, in his commentary on
Genesis, and most other conservative expositors, make the point that Cain
was married before he went to the land of Nod.
• Since men and women lived to be hundreds of years old in the primeval
world, populations grew rapidly, and Cain had plenty of time to marry a
sister (or possibly a niece), move to Nod, and build a city for his own
descendants and others.

CRITICAL ISSUE 2: Only Adam and Eve's descendants can be saved.
• The most important aspect of the topic is this:
• If we cannot defend the fact that all humans can trace their ancestry back to
Adam and Eve, then the whole gospel message has problems.

• When the first man, Adam, sinned, he forfeited his right to live with a
holy God.
• God, who is infinitely just, had to judge this rebellion with death.
• Adam and all of his descendants would have been alienated from God
forever.

CRITICAL ISSUE 2: Only Adam and Eve's descendants can be saved.
• However, God, in his infinite mercy, provided a means of deliverance
from sin and its final effect of eternal separation from the Creator
God.
• In Hebrews 9:22, we learn that "without shedding of blood is no
remission."
• God required the shedding of blood for remission of sin (I believe as a
constant/visceral reminder of the original sin against God and the
penalty that would result**think of the object lesson that was
required to ‘clothe’ them in animal skin-the first death**.)
• But, as Adam, the federal (representative) head of the human race
brought sin and thus death into the world, another man (another
representative, without sin, but also a member of the human race)
was required to pay the penalty for sin—the penalty of death.

CRITICAL ISSUE 2: Only Adam and Eve's descendants can be saved.
• The Bible teaches, of course, that the atoning death of Christ was "for
the sins of the whole world" (I John 2:2).
• In fact, it was only when "by one man sin entered into the world" that
death came into the world and then "passed upon all men" (Romans
5:12).

CRITICAL ISSUE 2: Only Adam and Eve's descendants can be saved.
• Thus the idea that there were "pre-Adamite men" or other humanlike creatures in the world unaffected by Adam's sin is theological
nonsense.
• "As by the offense of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came
upon all men unto justification of life" (Romans 5:18).

CRITICAL ISSUE 2: Only Adam and Eve's descendants can be saved.
• Since all men and women are descendants of Adam and Eve and "all
the world" has "become guilty before God" (Romans 3:19),
• and since "the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to
all men" (Titus 2:11),
• all people—of every age and every place—can be saved, if they
simply believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 16:31).

CRITICAL ISSUE 2: Only Adam and Eve's descendants can be saved.
• This wonderful solution to the problem of sin and death is beyond
anything we finite humans could ever imagine.
• God made another Adam! He, Himself, in the person of Jesus Christ,
the perfect sinless son of God, came to earth to be a man born of a
woman—a perfect man—man as God intended man to be!

CRITICAL ISSUE 2: Only Adam and Eve's descendants can be saved.
• Paul calls Christ the "last Adam" (I Corinthians 15:45).
• The "God–man" died on the cross of Calvary and "became sin for us,"
and then was raised from the dead, so that we might have a living
sacrifice—a new representative head.
• Only as we are united to him do we have the gift of eternal life with
our Creator.

CRITICAL ISSUE 2: Only Adam and Eve's descendants can be saved.
• And just think of what Jesus Christ has done for us.
• He became a man (but is also God)
• And will remain a man, God and man in two distinct natures, but one
person, forever, so we will have a Savior!

NOW THAT’S GOOD NEWS!!!!
• What a wonderful message! What a wonderful Savior! What a
blessed redeemer! What a God of grace and mercy! Oh, how we
should praise Him—and for those of us who do love and trust and
serve Him, we will praise Him forever and ever.
• This is why we send missionaries to the Australian Aborigines, and the
New Guinea natives.
• This is why we are commanded to preach the gospel to "every
creature."
• This is why we can talk about our brothers and sisters in Christ.
• And this is why we need to be able to answer questions such as,
"Where did Cain get his wife?" without speculating that God created
any (non-existent) "other people," or that there were "soul-less
humans" at that time.

