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"Our harvest being gotten in, our governor sent four men
on fowling, that so we might after a special manner
rejoice together after we had gathered the fruit of our
labors. They four in one day killed as much fowl as, with a
little help beside, served the company almost a week. At
which time, among other recreations, we exercised our
arms, many of the Indians coming amongst us, and
among the rest their greatest king Massasoit, with some
ninety men, whom for three days we entertained and
feasted, and they went out and killed five deer, which
they brought to the plantation and bestowed upon our
governor, and upon the captain, and others. And although
it be not always so plentiful as it was at this time with us,
yet by the goodness of God, we are so far from want that
we often wish you partakers of our plenty.“
Edward Winslow
1621

First National Proclamation of Thanksgiving
Continental Congress, 1777
For as much as it is the indispensable Duty of all Men to adore the
superintending Providence of Almighty God; to acknowledge with
Gratitude their Obligation to him for Benefits received, and to implore
such farther Blessings as they stand in Need of: And it having pleased
him in his abundant Mercy…
It is therefore recommended to the legislative or executive Powers of
these United States to set apart Thursday, the eighteenth Day of
December next, for Solemn Thanksgiving and Praise: That at one Time
and with one Voice, the good People may express the grateful
Feelings of their Hearts, and consecrate themselves to the Service of
their Divine Benefactor; and that, together with their sincere
Acknowledgments and Offerings, they may join the penitent
Confession of their manifold Sins, whereby they had forfeited every
Favor; and their humble and earnest Supplication that it may please
God through the Merits of Jesus Christ, mercifully to forgive and blot
them out of Remembrance…

Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the
providence of Almighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful for
his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor…
Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th
day of November next to be devoted by the People of these
States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is
the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that
will be. That we may then all unite in rendering unto him our
sincere and humble thanks, for his kind care and protection of
the People of this Country previous to their becoming a
Nation, for the signal and manifold mercies, and the favorable
interpositions of his providence, which we experienced in the
course and conclusion of the late war, for the great degree of
tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed…
Given under my hand at the City of New York
the third day of October in the year of our Lord 1789
George Washington, President

Jesus said, "There were two men. Both men
owed money to the same banker. One man
owed the banker 500 silver coins. The other man
owed the banker 50 silver coins. The men had
no money, so they could not pay their debt. But
the banker told the men that they did not have
to pay him. Which one of those two men will
love the banker more?" Simon answered, "I
think it would be the one that owed him the
most money." Jesus said to Simon, "You are
right.“
Luke 7:41-43

Two men went up into the temple to pray; the
one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself,
God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men
are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as
this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give
tithes of all that I possess. And the publican,
standing afar off, would not lift up so much as
his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his
breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.
Luke 18: 10-13

And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he
passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. And as he
entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that
were lepers, which stood afar off: And they lifted up their
voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. And
when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves
unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went,
they were cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that he
was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified
God, And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him
thanks: and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering said,
Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?
There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save
this stranger. And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy
faith hath made thee whole.
Luke 17: 11-19

Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would
take account of his servants. And when he had begun to reckon, one was
brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. But forasmuch as
he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and
children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. The servant therefore
fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will
pay thee all. Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and
loosed him, and forgave him the debt. But the same servant went out, and
found one of his fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he
laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou
owest. And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying,
Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. And he would not: but went
and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. So when his
fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told
unto their lord all that was done. Then his lord, after that he had called him,
said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because
thou desiredst me: Shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy
fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? And his lord was wroth, and
delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.
So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts
forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.
Matthew 18: 23-35

