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Question: How ought we to behave in difficult times on the earth?   
 

A.  Kingdom Citizens Must Mirror Our King At All Times (8-12) 
 

     1. God intends for us to be instruments of His blessings  
 

 ▪ Givers of blessing are ‘others oriented’ 
 

 ▪ Givers of blessing are gracious as our King is (Mt 5:38-42) 
 

     2. God desires for us to be recipients of His blessings  
 

 ▪ Recipients of blessing are committed to pure speech  
 

 ▪ Recipients of blessing are committed to good deeds  
 

 ▪ Recipients of blessing are committed to seeking peace  
 

     3. God actively seeks to both support and to oppose  
 

B.  Kingdom Citizens Must Seek First God’s Kingdom (13-18)  
 

     1. Zeal for kingdom righteousness assures the King’s favor  
 

 ▪ It may involve suffering    
 

 ▪ It will result in blessing   
 

 ▪ It is accompanied by assurance  
 

     2. Consecration to the King’s lordship must be our resolve  
 

 ▪ Prepared to speak for Him   
 

 ▪ Prepared to represent Him    
 

 ▪ Prepared to suffer for Him  
 

 ▪ Prepared to be with Him forever 
 

Personal Reflection      ** Keeping our bearings ** 
 

• A Current question: “What would God have me to do as I may 
fear that constitutional rights are being infringed upon?” 

 

1)  America has been a refuge for its citizens and its immigrants  
 The Book of Revelation tells me it will not last! 
 

2)  The mystery of lawlessness is at work  
 Satan’s plan: Rule the world, destroy Israel & the Church  
 

3)  We are citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven 
 Hold things here on earth very loosely    
 

4)  We are representatives of our King. 
 Make Him and His Gospel known — first and foremost 
 

When He comes, and He is coming, will He find us faithful? 
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Life Group Questions: 
 
1.   God's plan for us is that we be recipients of His 
blessings. How can this be interpreted if we ignore 
what verses 10-12 say? Can you think of an example 
from your life you would be willing to share?  
 
2.   Verse 14 says "and do not fear their intimidation, 
and do not be troubled" if you lived under a               
government that began to infringe upon your rights, 
even threatening to punish or imprison you, could you  
really obey this command?   
 
3.   Mike mentions following the "golden rule", how can 
that play out in your life on a daily basis?  
 
4.   What does it mean to seek first the kingdom of 
God? Why should we seek first the kingdom of      
heaven? 
 
5.   Jesus is not just our Savior, but is also our Lord, and 
we are called to set Him apart, on the throne of our 
lives. How can we accomplish this?   
 
6.   As Christians, we are called to share the Gospel. 
How would you articulate the Gospel to an                 
unbeliever?  
 
7.   Did you have any other thoughts or questions 
about the sermon? 
 
8.   How can we pray for you? 
 


